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Access to Justice Initiative

• The Tennessee Supreme Court made access to 
justice its number one strategic priority and 
formally announced their Access to Justice 
Initiative in December 2008.

• TN ATJ Commission mission statement is to 
provide collaborative leadership to create 
solutions and resources to ensure access to justice 
FOR ALL.

• http://www.tncourts.gov/programs/access-justice

http://www.tncourts.gov/programs/access-justice


TN Supreme Court Rule 50

TN Supreme Court directed ATJ 
Commission to develop strategic plan to:

• Educate the public about the legal 
needs crisis

• Identify priorities for improving access 
to justice

• Recommend projects and programs to 
enhance access to justice



TN Supreme Court 
Statement ~ June 25, 2020

• “Racism still exists and has no place in our society. Upon 
entering service in the judiciary, we swore to uphold the 
constitutions of the State of Tennessee and the United 
States. Thus, it is our moral obligation and our sworn 
duty to ensure that the people of Tennessee receive equal 
protection of its laws. Justice must be for all.”

• Directed TN ATJ Commission to establish new initiative 
to identify and eliminate barriers to racial and ethnic 
fairness and justice



Access to Justice Initiative



TN Faith & Justice Alliance

• The TJFA is a project of the Access to Justice 
Commission.

• It is an alliance of faith-based groups in 
Tennessee who commit to providing legal 
resources to their congregations and communities.

• The idea is to connect with people in need at 
places where they already go to seek help.

• https://justiceforalltn.com/i-can-help/faith-based-
initiative

https://justiceforalltn.com/i-can-help/faith-based-initiative


TRAINING 
LEADERS

Training clergy to 
spot legal issues 

when they are 
listening to the 

concerns of 
parishioners.

REFERRAL

Using a Referral 
Model designed 
to pair volunteer 

lawyers with 
congregants in 

need.

T H E  F O U R  P R O N G S  
O F  O U R  W O R K

The work of the 
Tennessee Faith & 
Justice Alliance has 

developed under four 
central priorities.

CLINICS

Establishing 
inter-faith free 
advice clinics.

EDUCATION

Providing 
community 
education.



Evictions Summit

• Assembled group of State agencies to host Summit on 
October 1, 2020 

• Morning plenary available at https://youtu.be/fTK5RIS3NjQ
• Focus on evictions moratoriums, existing resources for tenants 

and landlords, and access to free legal help
• https://www.tncourts.gov/Eviction%20Resources

https://youtu.be/fTK5RIS3NjQ
https://www.tncourts.gov/Eviction%20Resources


COVID-19 Response

• TN Supreme Court & AOC Response 
https://www.tncourts.gov/coronavirus

• Court Order ~ March 26, 2020
• No judge, clerk, or other court official shall take 

any action to effectuate an eviction, ejectment, 
or other displacement from a residence during 
the effective dates of this order based upon the 
failure to make a rent, loan, or other similar 
payment absent extraordinary circumstances.

• Training Video for Judges 

https://www.tncourts.gov/coronavirus
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ozdjlk7h29ji5l2/Eviction_Judges.mp4?dl=0


ADRPlan

• Created by the Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Commission (ADRC) and 
approved by the TN Supreme Court

• Assist courts facing backlog of civil cases 
due to COVID-19

• Uses existing mediation processes
• Makes mediation more readily available to 

civil litigants



ADRPlan

• Quicker and less expensive, and potentially 
more satisfying alternative to litigation

• Mediation provided at no cost to indigent
parties who are not represented by a lawyer

• TN Supreme Court Rule 31 mediation 
standards

• Community mediation centers
• https://www.tncourts.gov/ADRPlan

https://www.tncourts.gov/ADRPlan


Statewide Civil Legal Resources

https://www.help4tn.org/

https://www.help4tn.org/


Statewide Civil Legal Resources

Legal Advice Helpline
1-844-Help4TN 
(1-844-435-7486)



Statewide Civil Legal Resources

https://tn.freelegalanswers.org/

https://tn.freelegalanswers.org/


Questions or want to get 
involved? Thank you!

Anne-Louise Wirthlin
Assistant Director; Director of Access to Justice and 
Strategic Collaboration
anne.louise.wirthlin@tncourts.gov
ATJInfo@tncourts.gov
615-741-2687
@JusticeForAllTN
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