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Tennessee Technology Access Program




Statewide Advisory Council

Tennessee Technology Access Program
James K. Polk Bldg., 15th Floor
505 Deaderick Street
Nashville, Tennessee 37243
On the Web: https://www.tn.gov/humanservices/ds/ttap.html

One DHS Contact Center
1 (833) 722-TDHS (8347)
Email: tn.ttap@tn.gov  
TTAP Staff

   Kim Lilley, Executive Director	                                               Telephone: (615) 532-4103
   Vanessa Lacen, Funding Specialist	                                  Telephone: (615) 313-5602

Questions and Answers

Q: What is the Tennessee Technology Access Program (TTAP) Statewide Advisory Council?

A: The TTAP Statewide Advisory Council (SAC) is a group of individuals who provide valuable input to ensure that representatives from various stakeholder groups have an opportunity to participate in, evaluate the effectiveness of, and provide feedback about all TTAP programs. 

Q: Who are the members of the TTAP Statewide Advisory Council?

A: The TTAP Statewide Advisory Council is comprised of a group of 21 individuals, 11 of whom are individuals with disabilities who use assistive technology (AT) or parents/guardians of individuals with disabilities. The SAC also includes required members, such as one representative from each of the following agencies or organizations: 

· Tennessee Division of Rehabilitation Services
· Independent Living
· Workforce Investment Board
· Tennessee Division of Special Education
· Disability Rights Tennessee
· Tennessee Senate
· Tennessee House of Representatives
· Veterans Organization
· University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research, and Service

Q: What are the objectives of the TTAP Statewide Advisory Council? 
A: The key objectives of the TTAP Statewide Advisory Council are to:

· Assist TTAP staff with the development of appropriate amendments to the 3-year plan for assistive technology.
· Assist TTAP staff with monitoring the activities identified in the 3-year plan.
· Provide guidance to TTAP staff about issues related to assistive technology.
· Serve as representatives of their communities by providing a voice about community-related issues and the provision of assistive technology. 

Q: What are the TTAP Statewide Advisory Council Member Responsibilities?

A: The Advisory Council members' responsibilities include a commitment to: 

· Attend and actively participate in all SAC meetings. 
· Act as a liaison between TTAP and the community by sharing TTAP’s mission with others.
· Participate in exploring new opportunities for increasing access to and acquisition of assistive technology devices and services in Tennessee. 
· Assist in educating others about the availability of assistive technology services that are available through the TTAP network across the state.
· Participate in the evaluation of TTAP efforts and the achievement of its goals.

Q: What is the minimum requirement for a TTAP Statewide Advisory Council member?

A:   Statewide Advisory Council members are minimally required to: 

· Attend and actively participate in every SAC meeting barring emergent circumstances.
· Serve the entire appointed term. 
· Attend and actively participate in at least one committee.
· Support TTAP’s goals and participate in setting and reaching those goals.

Q: How often does the TTAP Statewide Advisory Council meet?
A: The SAC meets at least four times each year via three (3) virtual meetings and one (1) in-person meeting.  TTAP staff provides administrative support to the Council. When an in-person meeting occurs, all meeting materials and travel-related expenses are funded by TTAP.  However, members of the Council are not compensated for their service. 

Q: What is the Tennessee Technology Access Program (TTAP)?

A: TTAP is a statewide program designed to increase access to information about, and acquisition of, assistive technology devices and services.

Q: What is an assistive technology device?

A: Any item, piece of equipment, or product system, whether acquired commercially, modified, or customized, which is used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of individuals with disabilities.

Q: What are assistive technology services?

A: Any service that directly assists an individual with a disability in the selection, acquisition, or use of an assistive technology device.

Q: How do I get more information or an application to apply for the TTAP SAC?

A: Contact Vanessa Lacen at: vanessa.d.lacen@tn.gov or (615) 313-5602 
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