
A Special Child Care Message from the Tennessee
Department of Human Services and Tennessee

Department of Commerce & Insurance
The State Fire Marshal’s Office (SFMO) and the Tennessee Department of Human Services (TDHS) are proud to
announce a collaborative effort to streamline inspections of child care facilities. Effective on August 1, 2024, all
initial and annual inspections required by TDHS will be conducted by the SFMO. Inspections conducted by the
SFMO will be at no cost to the child care facility. Inspections conducted by a third-party review agency or third-
party inspector pursuant to Public Chapter No. 771 (2024) will be at the child care facility’s expense.

Members of staff from the SFMO have been working with TDHS to increase efficiencies for requesting and
transmitting inspection results to ensure a smooth application process. Additionally, with a singular point for all
inspections, there will be more consistency and uniformity between interpretation and application of codes.

Tennessee Code Annotated § 68-120-101(b)(2) provides that the standards adopted by the State Fire Marshal
apply to all facilities requiring an inspection prior to initial licensure, and Tenn. Code Ann. § 68-120-106(b)
provides that for child care centers, where any conflict between the state and local officials may exist, the
determination of the SFMO shall supersede.

Any child care facilities physically located within buildings licensed by the Health Facilities Commissions, such
as hospitals or nursing homes, are not subject to review by the SFMO. Those child care facilities will continue to

https://www.tn.gov/humanservices
https://www.tn.gov/commerce.html


follow their existing inspection procedures.

Please note that local fire officials are strongly encouraged to continue engaging with child care facilities in their
jurisdictions to ensure the best responses in emergency situations.

Additionally, Public Chapter No. 733 (2024) requires all child care agencies to have carbon monoxide alarms in
each room where care is provided, effective July 1, 2024. If your child care facility doesn’t have carbon monoxide
alarms, you may request alarms to be delivered to you or installed at no cost by using this link (updated) prior to
July 1, 2024. These resources are being provided at no cost to child care agencies through partnership of the TN
Department of Human Services and the TN Department of Commerce & Insurance.  If you have a question about
whether your existing alarm system includes a carbon monoxide alarm, please contact your local fire department.

We are excited to offer these resources and look forward to making it safer, faster, and more affordable to operate
child care facilities in Tennessee.

Any questions for TDHS, please contact your licensing consultant.

Any questions for the State Fire Marshal's Office, please contact Christopher Bainbridge, Director of Codes
Enforcement, at 615-741-7190.
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