
 

 

 

You may be eligible for Smart Steps Child Care Payment 

Assistance if you meet the following eligibility requirements: 

• Must be employed no less than an average of 30 hours 

per week, or be enrolled and attending a post-secondary 

education program full-time or a combination of 

employment and post-secondary education  

• Must have a child between ages six (6) weeks and when a 

child begins Kindergarten 

• Household gross income must be below the 85th percentile 

of the State Median Income (SMI) for Tennessee. Please 

refer to the chart on the right for Household Income Limits. 

           *Eligibility for assistance is based on program requirements and availability of funding.   

Household Size 
Maximum 

Gross Monthly 
Income 

2 $4,344 

3 $5,366 

4 $6,389 

5 $7,411 

6 $8,433 

7 $8,625 

8 $8,816 

Apply for Smart Steps online at: OneDhs.Tn.gov/csp 
 
 
 
 
Find More Information on the Tennessee Department of Human Service (TDHS) website at  
Tn.Gov/HumanServices/For-Families/Child-Care-Services/Child-Care-Payment-Assistance.html  
 
 
Visit the TDHS website to locate a child care center near you:  
Tn.Gov/HumanServices/For-families/child-care-services/find-child-care.html 
 
 
Follow @TNHumanServices for the latest updates from the Tennessee Department of 
Human Services U
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