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150 Third Avenue South, Suite 2800 
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June 17, 2022 

VIA EMAIL  

Logan Grant 

Executive Director 

Tennessee Health Services and Development Agency  

502 Deaderick Street  

Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 

Nashville, TN 37243 

 

 

 

Re: Tier 1 Surgery Center Certificate of Need Application (CN2203-015) 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

Enclosed please find eleven letters of support regarding the above-referenced project.  

Thank you for your attention in this matter, and please do not hesitate to contact us if you have 

any questions about the attached.  

 

Regards, 

 
W. Brantley Phillips, Jr. 

 

 

Enclosures 



Tier 1 Surgery Center 
Support Letters – Certificate of Need Application CN2203-015 

 
 
Neighboring Healthcare Facilities 
Cookeville Regional Medical Center – Paul Korth, CEO  
 
 
Local Physicians 
Buchanan, Ernest M.D. – Upper Cumberland Family Physicians 
Gentry, Chet M.D. – Innovative Family Care 
Gernt, Paige M.D. – OBGYN Associates  
Jain, Pushpendra K. M.D. – Cookeville Medical Clinic 
Worley, Sarah M.D. – Cookeville Regional Medical Group  
Wood, Kenneth M.D. 
 
 
Community and Political Leaders 
Shelton, Ricky – Mayor, City of Cookeville 
Williams, Ryan – State Representative, District 42 
Windle, John Mark – State Representative, District 41 
Womack, Chuck M.D. – Member, Cookeville City Council  
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June 8, 2022 

Tennessee Health Services and 
Development Agency 

Andrew Jack.son Building, 9th Floor 
502 Deaderick Street 
Nashville, TN 37243 

RE: Tier 1 Surgery Center, CN2203-015 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

This letter is submitted by Cookeville Regional Medical Center ("CRMC") in support 
of the project referenced above. 

CRMC has long enjoyed a good relationship with the physician-owners of the 
applicant. The project is responsive to the regional need for additional ambulatory surgery 
center capacity for patients with musculoskeletal conditions. The proposed facility will 
provide a high-quality, cost-effective option for outpatient surgery and is thus beneficial to 
consumers. CRMC supports approval of the project, and we hope the Agency will view it 
favorably. 

Thank you for your consideration of this letter. 

Very truly yours, 
Cookeville Regional Medical Center 

Paul Korth 
Chief Executive Officer 



~ U P PE R CUMBERLA N D 

D FAMILY PHYSICIANS 
1101 Neal St., Cookeville, TN 38501 I (931) 528-7797 

June 14, 2022 

Mr. Logan Grant 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Services and Development Agency 
502 Deaderick St., Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 

JANE ANNE GOTCHER, M.D. 
ERNEST G. BUCHANAN IV, M.D. 
JEANNETTA STEPHENS, F.N.P. 
MARGAUX MAYNARD, F.N.P. 
LINDSEY WRIGHT, PA-C 

Re: Tier 1 Surgery Center Certificate of Need Application, CN2203-015 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

As a family physician in Cookeviile, a Cookeville native, and Vice Chairman of Cookeville 
Regional Medical Center's (CRMC) Board of Trustees, I write this letter to express my strong 
support for Tier 1 Surgery Center's certificate of need application for the establishment of an 
ambulatory surgical treatment center specializing in musculoskeletal surgeries. 

In my practice, I often have the opportunity to work alongside physicians and other 
healthcare providers at Tier 1 and CRMC. And, as someone who grew up in Cookeville, has a 
medical practice affiliated with CRMC, and now serves on CRMC's Board, I know well the critical 
role this city-owned hospital plays in meeting the needs of patients in the Upper Cumberland 
region. 

CRMC prides itself on operating without a dollar of taxpayer funding, and financial 
independence remains a fundamental part of its ongoing mission. But, increasing patient and 
financial demands make this very difficult. That is why projects like this are so important. It 
supports local physicians but also ensures our entire medical community, especially CRMC, is 
well-positioned to deliver the highest quality care to patients in our area now and in the years 
ahead. 

The multifaceted benefits of this project cannot be overstated. I urge the Agency to approve 
Tier 1 ' s certificate of need application and further our region's ability to deliver high quality 
healthcare services to patients. 

ucfamilyphysicians com 



3300 Williams Enterprise Drive 
Suite 1 
Cookeville, TN 38506 
Phone:931-528-9222 
Fax: 931-854-0907 

June 14, 2022 

Mr. Logan Grant 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Services and Development Agency 
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 
502 Deaderick Street 
Nashville, TN 37243 

Chet Gentry, MD 
Sandra Thompson, FNP 
Katie Wayne, FNP 
William Wilson, FNP 

Re: Tier 1 Surgery Center Certificate of Need Application (CN2203-015) 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

On behalf 'of patients in the Upper Cumberland region, I write this letter to express my 
strong support for Tier 1 's establishment of a multi-specialty ambulatory surgical treatment center 
serving Putnam, Cumberland, White, Overton, Fentress and Jackson Counties. 

I have practiced as a family physician in the Upper Cumberland region for nearly three 
decades. During this time, I have had the opportunity to work as an ER physician and hospitalist 
in rural hospitals across the service area, including Cookeville Regional Medical Center (CRMC). 
I have also actively participated in numerous organizations dedicated to rural health and finding 
solutions to promote higher quality and lower cost healthcare services and patients' overall 
improved health status. 

By adding an outpatient option for musculoskeletal surgeries, Tier 1 's proposed project 
achieves many of the goals outlined above, offering patients high quality care in a lower cost 
setting. But, the project also strengthens the healthcare infrastructure of our whole region, freeing 
up critical resources for CRMC. 

It is clear that this project brings much needed healthcare access to the Upper Cumberland 
region and will, without a doubt, be positive for consumers. Therefore, I urge the Agency's 
favorable consideration of Tier 1 's certificate of need application. 

Sincerely, 

Chet Gentry, M.D. 
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June 14, 2022 

Mr. Logan Grant 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Services and Development Agency 
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 
502 Deaderick Street 
Nashville, TN 3n43 

' Re: Tier 1 Surgery Center Certificate of Need Application, C 2203-015 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

As a primary care physician who has practiced in Cookeville and the surrounding area 
since the late 1980s. I write to support Tier I Surgery Center's certificate of need application to 
establish a musculoskeletal surgery center to serve the Upper Cumberland region. 

Through mon: than 40 years of experience as a healthcare provider in this community, 
including being part of Cookeville Regional Medical Center's medical staff, I can clearly see the 
benefits of this project. First, the collaboration between Tier l and Cookeville Regional Medical 
Center shows that this project is needed to improve patient care but also that these two leaders in 
our medical community area willing to think strategically about what is best for patients and our 
region long-tenn. Second, from the patient perspective and as one who frequently sees patients 
with musculoskeletal surgical needs, this project offers access to outpatient services that is 
currently nonexistent. 

With the continued growth and aging of the patient population in our region, we as 
healthcare providers must find ways to evolve and better serve patients. This project moves us in 
the right direction and, most importantly, does so in a way that is mutually beneficial for both 
patients and our regional healthcare system. 

For these and other reasons, this project is deservin of the Agency's approval. 

COOKaYILU IIIEIMCAL CIDfffR, P.C. 
Cook ..... MedkM ctinlc, RHC 
225 NORTH WILLOW AVENUE 
COOKEVILLE, TENNESSEE 

PHONE: (931) 528-8899 
www.CookevilleMed.com 

Sincerely, 

Pushpendra . M.D. 

PHYSICIANS URGENT CARE, P.C. 
225 NORTH WILLOW AVENUE 

COOKEVILLE, TENNESSEE 38501 
PHONE: (931) 525-5454 

FAX: (931) 520-7655 
www.CookevilleUrgenlCare.com 

COOKEVILLI! MEDICAL CENTIIA, P.C. 
Coolcwllle M~I Clinic, RHC 

402 EAST GORE AVE 
GAINESBORO, TN 38562 
PHONE: (931) 268~99 
www.CookevllleMed.com 
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COOKEVILLE, TN 38501-L2L3 

Phone (931) 783-4600 
Fax. (931) 783-L699 

June 14, 2022 

Mr. Logan Grant 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Services and Development Agency 
502 Deaderick St., Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 

Re: Tier 1 Surgery Center Certificate of Need Application, CN2203-015 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

On behalf of patients in Cookeville and the surrounding counties, I write this letter in 
support of Tier 1 Surgery Center's certificate of need application to establish an ambulatory 
surgical treatment center specializing in orthopedic surgery, neurosurgery, podiatric surgery, and 
pain management. 

As an internal medicine physician practicing at Cookeville Regional Medical Center and 
Cookeville Regional Medical Group and a native of the Upper Cumberland region, I understand 
the importance of this project first hand. A community our size is fortunate to have such a robust 
network of healthcare providers, but the rapidly growing and aging patient population is straining 
Cookeville Regional Medical Center's resources and capacity. 

To continue providing patients with the highest level of care, our healthcare infrast{Ucture 
must evolve to better meet patient demands. This project does just that, offering patients necessary 
access to outpatient procedures and forming a partnership between Tier 1 and Cookeville Regional 
Medical Center that will attract more healthcare personnel to the region long-term. 

For these and other reasons, the Agency should approve Tier 1 's certificate of need 
application. 

Sincerely, 

~~w~ 
Dr. Sarah Worley, MD 



June 14, 2022 

Mr. Logan Grant 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Services and Development Agency 
502 Deaderick St., Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 

Re: Tier 1 Surgery Center Certificate of Need Application, CN2203-015 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

I am writing to express my support for Tier l's certificate of need application to establish 
a surgery center in Cookeville specializing in orthopedic surgery, neurosurgery, podiatric surgery, 
and pain management. 

As an internal medicine physician practicing in Cookeville and the surrounding area for 
many years, I have had the opportunity to work closely with Tier 1 and its physicians, often 
entrusting them with the care of my patients' orthopedic and neurological needs. This project 
allows Tier 1 to expand its musculoskeletal expertise in a much needed way. Currently, patients 
in the Upper Cumberland region lack access to quality outpatient surgery options, leading to higher 
out of pocket expenses and delays in care. These challenges are only worsening as the population 
in the service area continues to grow. 

Tier l ' s proposed project offers a solution that benefits patients and healthcare providers 
alike, enabling our community's regional hospital, Cookeville Regional Medical Center, to focus 
its resources on treating higher acuity patients. The importance of the project is further 
underscored by Cookeville Regional Medical Center's partial ownership in the proposed surgery 
center. 

I hope that you will give Tier I' s application your favorable consideration. 



' June 14, 2022 

Mr. Logan Grant 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Services and Development Agency 
502 Deaderick St., Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 

Re: Tier I Surgery Center Certificate of Need Application - CN2203-01S 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

As Cookeville's Mayor, a lifelong resident of Cookeville and Chief Strategy Officer at 
Cookeville Regional Medical Center, I write this letter in strong support of Tier I's certificate of need 
application to establish a multi-specialty surgery center in Cookeville focused on musculoskeletal 
procedures. 

With the combined expertise of Tier I Orthopedic and eurosurgical Institute and Cookeville 
Regional Medical Center, this project brings together two healthcare providers with a long history of 
serving patients in Cookeville and the surrounding Upper Cumberland region. This project highlights 
their commibnent to making sure our growing community has ready access to high quality healthcare 
services at a lower cost. In addition to improving patient care, it is a strategic partnership that allows 
Cookeville Regional Medical Center, a city-owned hospital, to continue its all-important mission of 
meeting the healthcare needs of the region without relying on any taxpayer dollars. 

Tier l's certificate of need application meets this Agency's standards for approval, and I urge you 
to approve it. 

Sincerely, 

... 
Rick She ton 
Mayor, ty of Cookeville 







Chuck Womack, MD 
859 Loweland Road 

Cookeville, TN 38501 

June 15, 2022 

Mr. Logan Grant 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Services and Development Agency 
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 
502 Deaderick St. 
Nashville, TN 37243 

Re: Tier 1 Surgery Center Certificate of Need Application (CN2203-015) 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

I am a retired Cookeville physician, former Cookeville mayor, and proud member of 
Cookeville's City Council. I write this letter in strong support of Tier 1 Surgery Center's certificate 
of need application to establish an ambulatory surgical treatment center in Cookeville focused on 
musculoskeletal surgeries. 

For its size, the 14-county Upper Cumberland region is fortunate to have such a wealth of 
high quality healthcare providers, including the backbone of our region's healthcare network, 
Cookeville Regional Medical Center ("CRMC"). But, with the region' s rapidly growing patient 
population, a significant portion of which is over age 50, and a healthcare sector that is constantly 
evolving, it is difficult to make sure patients in our community have access to the healthcare 
services that they need. 

Tier l 's project directly addresses these challenges. It benefits patients by increasing 
access to high quality, cost-effective procedures in an outpatient setting. Equally important, 
however, is the positive impact Tier l ' s and CRMC's strategic relationship will have on our 
region's healthcare delivery system long-term. It gives CRMC more capacity to treat high acuity 
patients, improves CRMC's ability to remain locally owned and governed, and it makes the Upper 
Cumberland region an attractive destination for highly trained physicians across all specialties. 

I urge the Agency to approve Tier l's certificate of need application. The project deserves 
your favorable consideration and is in the best interests of our community. 

Sincerely, ~ 

~i~M.D. ~t14f), 
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