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AMERICAN HEALTH PARTNERS 
CERTIFICATE OF NEED APPLICATION:  CN2203-011  

SUMMARY OF SUPPORT LETTERS 
 
Government Officials 
 
City of Clarksville 
Karen Reynolds, City Councilperson Ward 9 

• As a board member of the Montgomery County Health Council, she notes that focusing on mental 
health issues for community members is one of the initiatives for 2022.  

• She currently has a family member in a different state that was processed through an emergency 
room and only their physical, but not mental, health conditions were addressed. It is very hard to 
place patients with mental health conditions where the physical health conditions will also be 
treated.  

 
Healthcare Providers 
 
TriStar Skyline Medical Center 
Dustin Greene, CEO 

• If you talk to any hospital administrator, any emergency department physician, or any emergency 
department nurse who works in a hospital, I feel confident you will hear a consistent message - 
we need more mental health services and capacity - including more beds for mental health 
patients that also require acute medical care. 

• This project will enable American Health Partners to expand the scope and breadth of their 
services to include caring for those mental health patients who also have medical conditions. 

• It is hard enough to locate an available psychiatric bed in this state, but it is even more difficult to 
find a bed for a psychiatric patient with medical co-morbidities requiring treatment. Both the 
psychiatric and medical illnesses require - and deserve - providers skilled in both areas of 
medicine.  

• Local TriStar emergency departments have averaged 82 mental health patients “holding” in the 
emergency department, waiting for a mental health bed, every day this year. Patients requiring 
medical care in addition to psychiatric care have even longer delays in finding available beds that 
can meet their unique needs. 

• This project should be approved - there should be aggressive expansion of both the number of 
beds and the clinical capabilities of our mental health system in Tennessee. 

 
TriStar NorthCrest Medical Center 
Randy Davis, CEO 

• The entire nation faces a behavioral health crisis and we are far removed from seeing the peak or 
resolution of the crisis. NorthCrest ED often has multiple behavioral health patients awaiting 
evaluation and disposition. If those patients have both psychiatric and physical illnesses, the wait 
times are extended while NorthCrest tries to locate one of the scarce med/psych beds in the area. 

• There are added safety concerns with behavioral health patients that become violent. The best 
treatment would be obtained in a specialized facility with specialized staff and cutting edge 
processes and protocols. 

• This project would meet a need that is very challenging, as most behavioral health hospitals 
require full medical clearance prior to accepting a patient in a behavioral health crisis. Tennessee 
needs the HFC to support adding more resources in our fight to combat mental illness in our 
communities.  
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Cumberland Hall Hospital 
David Melear, CEO 

• This project would serve as a benefit to the hospital and the community, especially the veteran 
population.  

• This project will help fill the void of not enough mental health care providers in the area, and 
there has been an evident influx of need for mental health services, coupled with patients 
presenting with physical co-morbidities that need to be addressed simultaneously.  

 
Centerstone 
Ben Middleton, Regional CEO 

• The need for this project is apparent due to the significant volume of patients with comorbidities 
that the Centerstone system treats. For appropriate and effective care, individuals must be treated 
by a holistic and cohesive approach within a single location. Disintegration can lead to 
disorganized and incomplete care. 

• The project would help streamline access to care for those who might otherwise be lost in the care 
continuum, and would provide a more efficient and cost-effective method of obtaining care.  

 
David B. Williams, M.D. 

• Dr. Williams works as an employed internal medicine physician at the Fort Campbell military 
base in Clarksville, Tennessee. The need for this project is apparent as for many years patients 
have had to travel to Nashville for much-needed care for behavioral and psychiatric problems. 

• The population in the service area includes many patients who do not have reliable transportation 
to Nashville, which results in them frequently going untreated for their psychiatric and acute-care 
problems. Treatment for acute care and behavioral health in Clarksville lags behind that which is 
available in other communities of similar size. This project would be a win-win for patients, 
providers, and health care facilities. 
 

Amedisys Home Health 
Angie Herrell, PSC, Patient Care Coordinator 

• Amedysis Home Health provides home health care to individuals that need psychiatric care, but 
who sometimes suffer from comorbidities that require attention. There is difficulty in placing 
these patients. This project would streamline the process of placing individuals with both 
psychiatric issues as well as comorbidities.  

 
Practice of Dr. Cha Clarksville 
Hope Whitaker, Medical Receptionist  

• The medical practice has a large population of seniors who suffer from dementia and other 
behaviors, including ailments that require attention while they are experiencing psychological 
behaviors. This has led to struggles for the practice as well as families who struggle to determine 
where these patients can be treated for their simultaneous conditions.  

• The project would benefit the community by helping such patients in crisis, as well as allowing 
patients to stay close to loved ones rather than having to move to facilities that are over an hour 
away. 

 
Jubilee House 
Marla Lamb, Executive Director 

• Jubilee House is a senior living community in Clarksville. There are two situations where Unity 
has been unable to provide services to such individuals: (i) when Unity is not equipped to care for 
patients with comorbidities; or (ii) getting admissions on the weekend due to insurance 
companies being closed for admission approval. 
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• The project will give Unity the ability to treat the whole patient, not just their behaviors, and will 
also help in getting approvals on the weekend. 

 
Dogwood Bend 
Ty Woodson, Administrator 

• Dogwood Bend is an assisted living facility. Their biggest obstacle in placing patients with Unity 
is that they are not equipped to treat patients with comorbidities. This project will allow Unity to 
admit and treat patients faster and more efficiently.  

 
Brookdale Clarksville Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 
Dawn Sawyer, Executive Director 

• Brookdale Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care often refers families with geriatric psychiatric needs 
to Unity. Often, however, there are times that urgent admissions or evaluations are needed for 
psychiatric issues after hours and on the weekends. Often times, other medical issues could be the 
underlying causes for these psychiatric changes in behavior.  

• This project will enable a patient to be evaluated and quickly transitioned to the most suitable 
level of care at that time. This would improve outcomes and reduce the hold times in traditional 
emergency rooms when they are not suitable to address the psychiatric issues.  

 
Walking Horse Meadows 
Chanel Smith, Executive Director  

• Walking Horse Meadows is a senior living community. Sometimes the residents need psychiatric 
assistance and Unity is able to help. However, due to comorbidities that the patient has, Unity is 
occasionally unable to assist the patient due to the medical needs of the patient. However, by the 
time the patient’s medical needs are addressed and the patient returns to Unity, their psychiatric 
conditions have worsened and they have lost time in care. 

• The project would be a great asset to Unity to better serve the community and the patient in a 
timely manner and provide the family a greater peace of mind. 

 
Mental Health Cooperative, Inc. 
Amanda Bracht, LCSW, Senior VP, Public Relations & Community Development 

• The Mental Health Cooperative, Inc. (“MHC”), is a non-profit community mental health agency 
that provides services to individuals experiencing severe and persistent mental illness. Often, 
MHC encounters individuals who need inpatient psychiatric care that also require immediate 
medical attention due to complex comorbidities. It’s hard to obtain immediate care for these 
individuals, which often results in delays in the individual getting the targeted behavioral health 
treatment that they need. 

• Unity’s project will greatly benefit the community of Montgomery and surrounding cities by 
enabling treatment of both the behavioral health and physical health needs of individuals. 

 
University 
 
Austin Peay State University 
Michael J., Licari, PhD, President 

• The need for this project is apparent due to the significant volume of patients that travel outside 
of the greater Clarksville area seeking holistic physical and mental health care. The project would 
streamline access to care for those who might otherwise be lost in the care continuum in a more 
efficient and cost-effective manner. 

 
Veterans Organization 
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Montgomery County Veterans Treatment Court 
Joshua T. Forbess, LMSW 

• As a licensed master social worker, he has experienced a delay in access to care with clients, due 
to lacking a dedicated psychiatric emergency room or being able to have the direct influence to 
place a client in immediate care facilities.  

• Often there is a delay in access to care when coordinating the appropriate parties involved to treat 
both physical and mental health issues. This delay causes stress upon both the client and those 
providing care to the client. 

• Such undue stress can exacerbate the client’s presenting problems, which affects the motivation, 
dedication, and a resolute focus needed to endorse a healthier lifestyle. 

• This project will permit clients to experience a version of self-control as the client contributes to 
the decision-making process, which reduces the anxiety experiences, while other local facilities 
would have to take time to determine if increased treatment is needed, awaiting assessments, or 
would schedule the client for a future assessment appointment. 

 



City of Clarksville
Kami Reynolds
City Cmindlperson Ward 9 
Clarksville, Tennessee 
931-990-7345
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May 2, 2022

Unity1 Psychiatric Care Emurgeoty Atkiition 
201 Jordan Road, Suite 200 
FrankliiVTN 37067

To Whom it May Coricem:

i re*rve as a Otv Councilpteson tor Ward ‘•J anti t am u bnard member ol the Montgomery County Health Council. I 
lived in the community since 2001 and i, have worked at BSandbfield Army Cammunity in Health Care IT training the 
staff to use the electronic health record for 17 years. The Health Council discussed centering Mental Health issues 
in our commuinity as one of our initiatives lor 2022. This initiative is very important for the residents of our

Treating patients that have mental health conditions as well as commodities are very hard to place and often the 
physical health condition's are treated, and the mental health is either untreated or not the priority in care, i 
currently have a family member in a different state that was processed through the emergency and their mental 
health condition was not addressed, only the physical conditions,

Tin; addition of 1 hi;, sr rvire will bendh ihy ah the residents m our community by providing high quality, wholisbc, 
patient centered care, c-nsurirtg patients are treated appropriately, at the right time and right place.

community,



TriStarHeaIth.com

MEDICAL CENTER

TriStar ^Skyline
3441 Dickerson Pike 
Nashville, TN 37207 

(615) 769-2000

Mr. Logan Grant, Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission 
665 Mainstream Drive, Second Floor 
Nashville, Tennessee 37243 
Email: logan.grant(S>tn.gov

Re: Support of Behavioral Healthcare Center at Clarksville - CON Application CN2203-011 for the Establishment 
of an Acute Care Hospital

Dear Mr. Grant,
I have been a hospital administrator for sixteen years and a chief executive officer of two acute care hospitals in 
the middle Tennessee area over the past eight. One of the biggest challenges facing our healthcare system and 
communities is mental health care. Frankly, it's a crisis. If you talk to any hospital administrator, any emergency 
department physician, or any emergency department nurse who works in a hospital, I feel confident you will 
hear a consistent message - we need more mental health services and capacity - including more beds for 
mental health patients that also require acute medical care.

As CEO of TriStar Skyline Medical Center, I have the privilege of also overseeing our TriStar Skyline at Madison 
campus, a 110-bed behavioral health facility. This behavioral health facility is licensed as part of TriStar Skyline, 
an acute care facility, allowing Madison to not only provide mental health services but to care for the mental 
health patient who also has medical conditions. A few of the mental health hospitals in our region are similarly 
licensed and for similar reasons. As an example, TrustPoint in Murfreesboro is a behavioral health hospital that 
is licensed as an "acute care" hospital. This is exactly what American Health Partners is requesting in Clarksville, 
simply converting their license from "mental health" to "acute", which allows them to expand the scope and 
breadth of their services to include caring for those mental health patients who also have medical conditions.

Many mental health patients have medical issues that correlate to their psychiatric needs. Without being 
capable of addressing the medical issues, the mental health hospital can't accept these patients. It is hard 
enough to locate an available psychiatric bed in the state, but it is even more difficult to find a bed for a 
psychiatric patient with medical co-morbidities requiring treatment. Both the psychiatric and medical illnesses 
require - and deserve - providers skilled in both areas of medicine. This is one of many contributing factors to 
the mental health crisis in Tennessee today. In order to take care of the medical issues of the mental health 
patients, the facility must be licensed as an acute care hospital that also provides psychiatric services.

Emergency departments across America, throughout Tennessee, and especially in Middle Tennessee are 
overwhelmed with mental patients every day. Not only is the emergency department asked to stabilize these 
patients but frequently must "hold" the patients while waiting for an available psychiatric or med/psych hospital 
bed. Again, ask anyone, it is truly a crisis. Despite having three mental health hospitals in our local network, 
TriStar Nashville hospitals face this reality on a daily basis as well. Our local TriStar emergency departments 
have averaged 82 mental health patients "holding" in our emergency departments, waiting for a mental health 
bed, every day this year. Patients requiring medical care in addition to psychiatric care have even longer delays 
in finding available beds that can meet their unique needs.



MEDICAL CENTER
TriStar^l Skyline

3441 Dickerson Pike 
Nashville, IN 37207 

(615) 769-2000

TriStarHealth.com

American Health Partners has a number of post-acute facilities throughout Tennessee and beyond. Through 
working with them on the post-acute needs of our region, I have been both impressed with their operational 
and clinical capabilities and also inspired by their vision to do more.

This application falls squarely in the "doing more" category. We can't fix the mental health crisis overnight but 
as a state, we can support aggressively expanding both the number of beds and the clinical capabilities of our 
mental health system.
Thank you for supporting this vital Certificate of Need application and helping address the broader needs of our 
region. /
Sincerely,/ t

Dustin Greene
Chief Executive Officer
TriStar Skyline Medical Center



TriStarNorthCrest.com

MEDICAL CENTER 100 NorthCrest Drive
Springfield, TN 37172 

(615)384-2411

TriStar^l NorthCrest

Mr. Logan Grant, Executive Director
Tennessee Health Services and Development Agency
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street
Nashville,TN 37243

RE: Support of Behavioral Healthcare Center of Clarksville's CON application

Dear Mr. Grant,

I am the CEO of NorthCrest Medical Center, a 109 bed acute care hospital located in Robertson County, 
Tennessee. I have been a part of this organization since 2008, and the CEO forthe last 9 years. We serve 
Robertson County residents along with Montgomery, Cheatham, and SumnerCounty. 30% of our workforce 
resides in Montgomery County, and a significant percentage of our patients also live in Montgomery County. 
We serve as an emergency department behavioral health overflow location for Montgomery County 
wheneverTennova Healthcare - Clarksville is on behavioral health diversion due to lack of available rooms 
or staff.

I know it is not loston you or the agency that the entire nation faces a behavioral health crisis. With limited 
outpatient options, limited reimbursement, and a continued social stigma against mental illness, Ithinkyou 
would agree we are far removed from seeingthe peak or resolution of this crisis. On any given day, the 
NorthCrest ED has multiple behavioral health patients awaiting evaluation and disposition. Ifthose patients 
have both psychiatric and physical illnesses requiringtreatment, those waittimesare extended while we try 
and locate one of the scarce med/psych beds in the area.

As healthcare employee safety arises as a top priority for healthcare organizations, we also face behavioral 
health patients becoming more violent. We understand we existto treat illness, these patients are ill, a nd 
we must provide the resources to treat them. The besttreatment is obtained in a specialized facility with 
specialized staff and cutting edge processes and protocols. The emergency department of an acute care, 
medical/ surgical hospital is not that specialized facility.

I support the Behavioral Healthcare Centerof Clarksville's application to establish a behavioral hospital 
which can also treat acute medical issues existingwithin its patient population. This type of hospital helps 
meet a need which is very challengingto us currently. Most behavioral health hospitals require full medical 
clearance priorto accepting a patientin a behavioral health crisis. This leaves us in an unenviable situation 
of treatingthe medical condition, because that is our expertise, while doingourbestto moderate the 
mental illness. Ideally, if the patient were my loved one, I want world class care which treats all illnesses, 
physical or mental, concurrently. Approval of the application allows the Behavioral Healthcare Centerof 
Clarksville to do just that.



TriStarNorthCrest.comTriStar^ NorthCrest
MEDICAL CENTER 100 NorthCrest Drive

Springfield, TN 37172 
(615)384-2411

We needthe HFC to support adding more resources in our fightto combat mental illness in our 
communities. I fullysupport addingcapacity to provide high quality care to these marginalized and 
undertreated persons, and I fully supportthis Certificate of Need application.

Sincerely,

isW''s

Randy Davis, MBA, FACHE 
Chief Executive Officer 
TriStar NorthCrest Medical Center



Cumberland Hall
HOSPITAL

Cumberland Hall Hospital 
270 Walton Way 
Hopkinsville, KY 42240

July 22, 2022

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is David Melear, and I am the Chief Executive Officer for Cumberland Hall Hospital. 

Our facility has been serving this community for over thirty years. We provide services for the 

residents of middle Tennessee and the state of Kentucky. We have partnered with Unity 

Psychiatric Care on many occasions in the past and were excited to learn about the possibility of 

them having an emergency room where we could send additional patients that we are unable to 

treat. This would be a benefit to us and the community especially our Veteran population. As we 

are all experiencing an influx for mental health services, coupled with patients presenting with 

physical co-morbidities that need to be addressed simultaneously, the addition of an emergency 

room would help to fill the void of not enough mental health care providers in our area. We here 

at Cumberland Hall Hospital are supportive of this growth for Unity and welcome the healthy 

impact it will have on our community.

Respectfully,

David Melear
Chief Executive Officer
Cumberland Hall Hospital



CENTERSTONE
August 3, 2022

Logan Grant 
Executive Director
Tennessee Health Services and Development Agency 
502 Deaderick Street, Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 
Nashville, Tennessee 37243

RE: LETTER IN SUPPORT OF CERTIFICATE OF NEED APPLICATION (CN2203.011)

Dear Mr. Grant,

My name is Ben Middleton, MS, Regional Chief Executive Officer, of Centerstone. Centerstone is a non
profit health system specializing in mental health and substance use disorder treatments. Our Clarksville 
center at 511 8th Street has been serving the Clarksville community for many years. I have been at 
Centerstone since 1985 and have been in behavioral health treatment since 1979 specializing in substance 
use treatment and the continuum of services for those with mental illnesses. I am writing in support of 
the Certificate of Need application submitted by Behavioral Healthcare Center at Clarksville.

The need for this project in Montgomery County and the proposed service area is apparent due to the 
significant volume of patients our system treats with concurrent comorbidities. For appropriate and 
effective care, individuals must be treated by a holistic and cohesive approach within a single location. In 
the system today, it is common for a care regimen to be pieced together in a fragmented environment. 
This disintegration can lead to disorganized and incomplete care. The proposed Certificate of Need 
would streamline access to care for those who might otherwise be lost in the care continuum in a more 
efficient and cost-effective manner.

Behavioral Healthcare Center at Clarksville is well known in the community as being a provider of high 
quality, patient centered care. Allowing this facility to expand its' services will greatly benefit those in 
need and reduce the transportation costs for those that must go to Nashville to seek a holistic care 
regimen.

For the reasons listed above, I am requesting approval of the project.
Sincerely,

Ben Middleton, MS
Regional Chief Executive Officer
Centerstone
1921 Ransom Place, Nashville, TN 37217

Delivering care that changes people's lives.

www.centerstone.org

http://www.centerstone.org


DAVID 8 WILLIAMS, MD 

150 USSSERY ROAD 

CLARKSVILLE, TN 37043

08/04/22

Logan Grant 

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Services and Developmental Agency 

502 Deaderick Street, Andrew Jackson building, 9th Floor 

Nashville, TN 37243

RE: LETTER IN SUPPORT OF CERTIFICATE OF NEED APPLICATION (CN2203,011)

Dear Mr. Grant,

1 am a primary care internal medicine physician in Clarksville,Tennessee. For 32 years, I was in private 
practice in Clarksville. I have since closed my private solo practice, and I am now working as an 
employed physician at the Fort Campbell military base. I have been an active member of this 
community for38 years, however I am originally from Stewart County which is adjacent to 
Montgomery Co.

During this time, I was fortunate to have the opportunity to participate in previous CON applications for 
improvements in existing and initiation of new of Healthcare Services.

I now have the opportunity to write in support of the certificate of need application as submitted by 
Behavioral Health Care Center in Clarksville.

The need forthis facility in Montgomery Co. and the nearby service areas is strongly needed. For many 
years, patients have had to travel to Nashville for much-needed care for behavioral and psychiatric 
problems. Unfortunately, the growing substance abuse problem in this country has significantly 
contributed to this need.

The ability to provide both psychiatric and acute-care services will be of tremendous benefit to the 
population in Montgomery Co. as well as adjacent Counties. This population has many patients who are 
unable to have reliable transportation to Nashville. As a consequence, they frequently go untreated for



their psychiatric and acute-care problems. This facility will also decrease the burden of the emergency 
room staff. Unfortunately, the local hospital emergency room frequently becomes a short-term and 
intermediate term holding area due to the lack of sufficient psychiatric services.

The Hospital at Fort Campbell recently initiated an inpatient Behavioral Service to meet this need for 
their service population.

Behavioral Health Care Center at Clarksville is very welt known in the community as being synonymous 
with quality behavioral health care. The addition of this facility will be a win-win for patients, 
providers, and health care facilities.

Treatment for acute care and behavioral health in Clarksville lags behind that which is available in other 
communities of similar size. I am strongly requesting approval for this project.



I am Angie Herrell with Amedysis Home Health we have been in the community for over 10 years, and we 
provide home health care to individuals. The need for this project is apparent because we see individuals who 
need psych care but suffer from comorbidities that require attention. We have trouble placing these patients 
due to this, and in most cases, they are sent to the ER at a local or nearby hospital for care without addressing 
their behavioral health. Once the patient is released, they can then be placed at Unity for care. If Clarksville does 
not have options for psych care especially for the elderly and Unity is our major source for care for those 
individuals.

Please consider their request for an emergency room that is specialized for the behavioral issues in our 
community.

Angie Herrell

PSC, PATIENT CARE COORDINATOR

AMEDISYS HOME HEALTH



Mr. Logan Grant,

As a seasoned health care professional for over 25 years, I have worked with patients who have suffered 
from mental illness. Unity has been a lifeline for our patients at Dr. Cha's office in Clarksville. We have a 
large population of seniors who are now suffering from dementia and other behaviors. Unfortunately, 
they also may suffer from other ailments as well that requires attention while they are experiencing 
behaviors, this has led to struggles for us and the families as to where they can be treated 
simultaneously. The community would welcome having an ER that would be attached to Unity to help 
our patients in crisis. The families would benefit by having their loved ones close to them and not having 
them moved to other facilities that are over an hour away.

Hope Whitaker

Medical Receptionist 
931.647.7200
Frontdesk.drcha@gmail.com 
Practice of Dr. Cha Clarksville

mailto:Frontdesk.drcha@gmail.com


To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Marla Lamb, ExecutiveDirectorof Jubilee House on Warfield. As one of the larger senior 
living communities in Clarksville, we rely on Unity to provide supporttoour residents who exhibit 
behaviors that we are unable to provide support however, there has been situations where Unity was 
unable to provide services due to two major reasons. The first being they were not equipped to care for 
patients with comorbidities we would have to delay servicesfortheir behaviors to treattheir other 
health conditions. The second obstacle is getting admissions on the weekend due to insurances closed 
for admission approval. We feelthat havingthe emergency room will give Unity the ability to treat the 
whole patient not justtheir behaviors. This would also helpin gettingapprovals on the weekendas they 
are being seen in the emergency room before admission fortreatment. Our community and our patients 
will benefit from Unity's expansion. We are in support of the expansion projectl



Mr. Grant,

Dogwood Bend is an assisted living in Clarksville,-we-have. been servicing the geriatric population for 
many years. I have been the Administrator ISP@0©9l4^W^d have placed patients in the care of

assisted Jivine byAmericare
Unity Psychiatric Hospital on many occasions. Our biggest obstacle with referring them to Unity is they 
are not equipped to treat patients with comorbidities, and they refer them to the ER at other facilities or 
we are left to find alternate placements for them. I would whole heartedly support Unity adding an ER 
so they can admit and treat the patients faster and more efficiently. We hope you will approve them for 
the addition.

Ty Woodson, Administrator 

Dogwood Bend

931.905.1848
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July: 22,2022

Logan Grant 
Executive Director
Tennessee Health Sereicesand Developmeni Agency 
502 DeadericfcStreei, Andrew Jacfcson .Building, 9rt: Floor 
Nashville;Tennessee 37243-

Dear Sir,

My name-is. Dawn Sawyer, Executive Director of B.roofcdate Abhetmer's and Dementia Care; in.Glarksville, 
TN.

We often refer families with geriatric psychiatric needs to Unity in Clarksville, There are times that we 
need urgent admissions or evaluations for their psychiatric Issues after hours and on weekends. These 
needs are often urgent because the resident is a threat to themselves or others, and often times other 
medical issues could he underlying causes for these psychiatric changes in behavior. We have sent 
residentsoutto the local hospital ER, but the local hospital« not equipped, to deal with the psychiatric, 
problems. Often the hospital will clear theresident medically and try to discharge without having ever 
been evaluated for the psychiatric issue that required them to be sent out. Assisted livings are not 
equipped to handle urgent psychiatric issues, especially when a comorbitity might be exacerbating the 
issue.

If there Was an ER equipped for both psychiatric and medical needs, a resident could be evaluated and 
quickly transitioned’ to the most suitable level of care at that time. This would provide improved 
outcomes and reduce the hold times in a traditional ER when they are not suitable to address the 
psychiatric issues.

Tha nk you.

DawnSawyer 

Executive Director.

BrookdaJe Clarksville Alzheimer's and Dementia ’Care 
2183 Memorial Drive, Clarksville, TN 37043 

P. 931-645-6945 F. 931-302-8705



WALKING HORSE MEADOWS

A CHARTER SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Chanel Smith, I am the Executive Director of Walking Horse Meadows in Clarksville. We have 
been in the community for many years. Our mission is to enhance the human spirit. Sometimes our 
residents need assistance that goes beyond our scope of expertise, and this is where Unity Psychiatric 
Care has been beneficial with our patients; however due to comorbidities that the patient has, Unity is 
unable to assist our patients and we must send them to the emergency room to address their medical 
needs while not addressing their psychiatric needs. Once they make it to Unity things have become 
aggressively worse, with time lost in care. I feel the addition of a triage emergency room would be a 
great asset to Unity to better serve the community and the patient in a timely manner and provide the 
family a greater peace of mind.

Chanel Smith 

Executive Director 

Walking Horse Meadows 

931-648-8007

phone 931-648-8007 - charterseniorliving.com207 Uffelman Drive - Clarksville, TN 37043



1 l-5OOPERAT1VE
MENTAL HEALTH

2~5 CuiTiberlanci Bend Drive ! Nashviiie i Tennessee j 3/2281 Phone: 615-726-3340 J wv/w.mhc-tn.org

July 21,2022

Logan Grant 
Executive Director
Texmessee Health Services and Development Agency
502 Deaderick Street, Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor Nashville, Tennessee 37243 

Re: Letter in Support of Certificate of Need Application (CN2203.011)

Dear Mr. Grant:

RE: Unity Psychiatric Care Emergency Hospital Addition

The Mental Health Cooperative, Lac (MHC) is a non-profit community mental health agency that 
has been providing services to individuals experiencing severe and persistent mental illness for 
29 years. As a large outpatient provider that serves Montgomery and surrounding counties, we 
often encounter individuals who are in need of inpatient psychiatric care who also require 
immediate medical attention due to complex comorbidities. It is often difficult to obtain 
immediate inpatient psychiatric treatment for these individuals without first sending them to a 
local emergency room. This often results in delays in the individual getting the targeted 
behavioral health treatment that they need. Because of this we support Unity’s plan to create 
specialized emergency psychiatric beds that are capable to treating both the behavioral health 
and physical health needs of individuals. MHC is confident that this service will greatly benefit 
the community of Montgomery and surrounding counties.

If you have any questions about MHC’s support of Unity’s addition of emergency psychiatric 
beds, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at 615-744-7442.

Sincerely,

Amanda Bracht, LCSW
Senior VP, Public Relations &Community Development 
Mental Health Cooperative, Inc

Serving Davidson, Cheatham, and Williamson counties



OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
P.O. Box 4576 • Clarksville, TN 37044 

phone: 931-221-7566 • fax: 931-221-7297
apsu.edu

August 3, 2022

Logan Grant 
Executive Director
Tennessee Health Services and Development Agency 
502 Deaderick Street, Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 
Nashville, Tennessee 37243

RE: LETTER IN SUPPORT OF CERTIFICATE OF NEED APPLICATION (CN2203.011)

Dear Mr. Grant,

My name is Mike Licari, and I am President of Austin Peay State University. The university has stood in 
downtown Clarksville for nearly 100 years and we are highly invested in the Clarksville community. 
Therefore, I am writing in support of the Certificate of Need application submitted by Behavioral 
Healthcare Center at Clarksville.

The need for this project in Montgomery County and the proposed service area is apparent due to the 
significant volume of patients that travel outside of the Greater Clarksville area seeking holistic physical 
and mental healthcare. The proposed Certificate of Need would streamline access to care for those who 
might otherwise be lost in the care continuum in a more efficient and cost-effective manner.

Behavioral Healthcare Center at Clarksville is well known in the community as being a provider of high 
quality, patient centered care. Allowing this facility to expand its' services will greatly benefit those in 
need and reduce the transportation costs for those that must go to Nashville to seek a holistic care 
regimen.

For the reasons listed above, I am requesting approval of the project

Sincerely,

Michael J. Licari, PhD-^ 
President
Austin Peay State University
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My 21,2022

Logan Grant 
Executive Director
Tennessee Health Services and Development Agency 
502 Deaderick Street, Andrew Jackson Building, 9lh Floor 
Nashville, Tennessee 37243

Re: Letter in Support of Certificate of Need Application 

Dear Mr. Grant,

I am a Licensed Master Social Worker (LMSW) employed with the Montgomery County 
Veterans Treatment Court. I have resided in Clarksville and Montgomery County for over 22 
years, and I have been a LMSW for over two years in the area. I have worked with a variety of 
clients with an array of diagnoses; including clients experiencing an active psychotic episode 
(Schizophrenia, Schizoaffective, Substance Induced, etc.), clients with Substance Use Disorders 
(SUDs), clients with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorders (PTSD), clients engaging in self-harming 
behaviors and actions, and clients possessing comorbid and dual diagnoses, along with needing 
to be assessed for acute medical care.

I have experienced a delay in access to care with my clients, due to lacking a dedicated 
Psychiatric Emergency Room in Clarksville and Montgomery County or being able to have the 
direct influence to place a client in immediate care facilities. Often; the dwell time between 
notifying Mobile Crisis, local Law Enforcement or Emergency Services, obtaining permission 
from an insurance provider, and obtaining care and placement; causes undue stress upon the 
client, his or her support systems, and the facility/staff where the client may be held until proper 
care or placement is procured. The undue stress can exacerbate the client’s presenting problems; 
consequently, affecting the motivation, dedication, and a resolute focus needed to endorse a 
healthier lifestyle—physically and mentally.

Possessing the ability to utilize a Psychiatric Emergency Room will reduce and alleviate 
undue circumstances of extended times of idling, awaiting placement and assessment. Treatment 
can initiate immediately though counseling, wound care, and appropriate medications—whether

Phone: (931) 245-3180
Fax: (931) 245-3184
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medical, antipsychotic, or psychotropic medications. As a team member of a Treatment Court, 
further mental health and concurring physical health assessments are often warranted. As a 
clinician, I would strive to develop and maintain a congruent and transparent partnership,

transition period. Promoting an atmosphere, by providing a service that is needed, warranted, and 
essential to the community, that bridges the gap between assessment and care will be an 
indescribable asset, for which benefits will be reaped for Clarksville/Montgomery County and 
the surrounding areas.

During my tenure working at a nearby inpatient mental and behavioral health hospital, 
access to timely and affordable care was limited. I can articulate and relay multiple scenarios 
where potential clients were denied admittance, or his or her inpatient status was affected by 
external forces and other influential factors. A Psychiatric Emergency Room at Unity Psychiatric 
Care would permit the client to experience a version of self-control; as he or she contributes to 
the decision-making process; reducing the anxiety experienced, while other local facilities are 
determining if increased treatment is needed, awaiting an assessment, or being scheduled for a 
future assessment appointment.

Should the Clarksville/Montgomery County area be selected as a recipient of a 
Psychiatric Emergency Room at Unity Psychiatric Care, the impact of mental health and acute 
medical care for clients and their families will neither be without recognition nor appreciation. 
The Unity Psychiatric Emergency Room will be utilized from the moment the doors open to 
receive clientele. I cannot express my support enough in requesting approval of this project.

^.Please feel free to contact me directly, should inquiries or clarifications be needed.

soothing the stress and anxiety of the client and his or her support system, during the tumultuous

itfoi^hesstSlmcgtn.net
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