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April 13, 2021 

VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL 
Logan Grant 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Services and Development Agency 
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 
502 Deaderick Street 
Nashville, TN 37243 

RE: TriStar Skyline Medical Center, CN2101-003 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

This letter is submitted on behalf of Vanderbilt University Medical Center (“VUMC”) in 
opposition to the certificate of need application submitted by TriStar Skyline Medical Center 
(“Skyline”) to establish a Burn Center. 

The certificate of need application submitted by Skyline fails to satisfy the statutory 
criteria of need for approval. The deficiencies in the application include the following: 

• Under the State Health Plan criteria for Burn Centers, there is no need for the 
Skyline proposal. The need methodology under the State Health Plan is 
population-based: 1 bed per 225,000 residents. The population of Tennessee is 
6.9 million, producing a Burn Center need in Tennessee of 31 beds. VUMCs’ 
Burn Center has 25 beds and Regional One Medical Center in Memphis has a 14-
bed Burn Center, resulting in a total of 39 Burn Center beds in Tennessee. 

• The lack of need for the Skyline proposal is further demonstrated by the fact that 
VUMC’s Burn Center is never on diversion and does not refuse transfer of 
patients from other hospitals. As a regional Burn Center, VUMC is committed to 
always maintain capacity to accept a transfer. 

• Contrary to assertions in the Skyline application, potential mass casualty events 
do not justify creating a duplicative Burn Center in Nashville. VUMC’s Burn 
Center is operated as part of its Level I Trauma program. VUMC has robust, 
highly-developed plans for responding to mass casualty events, and it has 
repeatedly demonstrated its ability to care for patients when such events occur. 
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• Skyline asserts that, if its project is approved, it will be the first Burn Center in 
the area to be verified by the American Burn Association. This is incorrect. 
Pursuant to a process initiated several months ago, VUMC’s Burn Center will 
become ABA verified in 2022, well before the Skyline facility could become 
verified even if it were to be approved. 

• The establishment of Burn Center at Skyline would dilute volumes at VUMC’s 
Burn Center to the detriment of patient care. For services that require highly-
specialized clinical staff and facilities, such as trauma and burn care, there is a 
correlation between volumes and patient outcomes. Diminishment of patient 
volumes at VUMC’s Burn Center would compromise its ability to develop and 
maintain the skills of physicians, nurses and other clinicians involved in the care 
of burn patients. This would not be in the best interests of burn patients, and it 
would be the antithesis of the orderly development of health care. 

Representatives of VUMC will participate in the meeting on April 28, 2021, at which 
time we will further explain why the Skyline application should be rejected. In the meantime, we 
would appreciate your making appropriate distribution of this letter. 

Very truly yours, 
 
BUTLER SNOW LLP 

Dan H. Elrod 

 
 
cc: Cody Adams (via email) 



City of Chattanooga
Fire Department

Phil Hyman 910 Wisdom Street Andy Berke
Fire Chief Chattanooga, Tennessee Mayor

April 6, 2021

Re: TriStar Skyline Medical Burn Center Opposition

On behalf of the Chattanooga Fire Department and our residents, I want to express my opposition of an
additional burn center with TriStar Skyline. While I understand that burn injuries are devastating for the
patient and their families, I feel that our relationship with Vanderbuilt Burn Center more than adequately
suits the needs of our firefighters and residents, while remaining close to our affected families. Having a
strong relationship with the Vanderbilt Burn Center that allows us immediate access is paramount, while
remaining in relative proximity to our community.
The addition of this burn center appears to be driven by a financial need and not the needs of affected
communities, particularly when the Vanderbilt Burn Center can handle any capacity needs. Again,
although intentions may be good for an additional burn center, I cannot support TriStar Skyline Medical in
this decision.

Sincerely,

Phil Hyman
Fire Chief

OFFICE: (423) 643-5600 ∙ FAX: (423) 643-5610
“An Equal Opportunity Employer”




	Vanderbilt 4.13.21
	Chattanooga Fire Dept
	Ballad health 4.15.21
	Erlanger Med Ctr



