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June 29, 2023 
 
VIA FEDEX &  
ELECTRONIC MAIL - Patrick.McIntyre@tn.gov 
 
E. Patrick McIntyre, Jr. 
Executive Director and State Historic Preservation Officer 
Tennessee Historical Commission 
2941 Lebanon Pike 
Nashville, TN 37214 
 
Re: Petition for Waiver, Forrest Hall 
 
Dear Mr. McIntyre: 
 
Enclosed with this letter is a Petition for Waiver concerning Forrest Hall filed on behalf of Middle 
Tennessee State University. The Petition for Waiver is filed pursuant to the Tennessee Heritage 
Protection Act of 2016, Tenn. Code Ann. §4-1-412. Please place this matter for consideration on the 
agenda of the next scheduled meeting of the Tennessee Historical Commission, which according to 
your website is set for October 20, 2023. 
 
All required materials are included; however, if additional information is needed or if you have 
questions, please contact James Floyd, MTSU University Counsel and Board Secretary, at 615-898-2025 
or james.floyd@mtsu.edu.  
 
Sincerely, 

§¨©ª 

Sidney A. McPhee 
President 
 
C: Stephen B. Smith, Chair, MTSU Board of Trustees 
 Caty Dirksen, Tennessee Heritage Protection Act and Outreach Coordinator 
       Caty.Dirksen@tn.gov with attachment 
 
Attachment 

mailto:Patrick.McIntyre@tn.gov
mailto:james.floyd@mtsu.edu
mailto:Caty.Dirksen@tn.gov
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TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

STATE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION OFFICE  

2941 LEBANON PIKE 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37214 

OFFICE: (615) 532-1550 
 

TENNESSEE HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT 
PETITION FOR WAIVER COVER PAGE 

 
In accordance with T.C.A. § 4-1-412, an initial hearing before the Tennessee Historical Commission on a petition 
for waiver shall be scheduled at any regular Commission meeting no sooner than 60 calendar days after a petition 
is filed. Regular meetings of the Tennessee Historical Commission are normally held on the third Friday of 
February, June, and October. This cover sheet is designed to aid in the review of the petition for waiver. Refer to 
T.C.A. § 4-1-412 for procedural and term definitions. 
 

Petition Date:  

Petitioning Entity:  

Contact Name:  

Address:  

  

Phone Number:  

Email Address:  

Memorial Owner/Managing Entity (if different):  

Contact Name:  

Address:  

  

Phone Number:  

Email Address:  

Memorial Name or Description:  
 
Memorial Type (check all that apply):  

Artwork Historic Display Plaque Statue 

Bridge Memorial Preserve Street 



CN-1322 Page 2 of 3  SW06 

Building Monument Real Property  

Bust Nameplate Reserve  

Flag Park School  

Memorial Subject Category (check all that apply):  

Historic Conflict Historic Figure 

Historic Entity Historic Organization 

Historic Event  

Memorial Subject Description:  

  

Memorial Location Description:  

  

Memorial GPS Coordinates:  

Memorial Location City:  

Memorial Location County:  

Waiver Type:  

Alteration Removal 

Rededication Renaming 

Relocation Other Disturbance or Alteration 

Waiver Type Description:  

  

  

  

  

Basis Upon Which Waiver is Sought:  
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Required Attachments: Proof that the memorial is or is located on public property 

 

 
Proof that the petitioning entity is a public entity exercising 
control of the memorial 
 
Proof that prior to filing the petition for waiver, the public 
entity seeking the waiver published notice of the petition for 
waiver on the web site of the public entity, if any, and in at least 
one newspaper of general circulation serving the area of the 
memorial and one in Davidson County. The published notice 
must have stated: (1) the basis on which the waiver is sought; 
and, (2) that upon written request the public entity seeking the 
waiver will provide any interested party a copy of the petition 
and all supporting reports at no cost  

 

 
Detailed statement of the request and the basis upon which the 
waiver is sought 

 

 
Report(s) showing that there is a material or substantial need for 
a waiver based on historical or other compelling public interest 

 

 
Excel spreadsheet listing the names and addresses of any private 
entities, groups, or individuals, including, but not limited to, 
descendants, that may have an interest in receiving notice of the 
petition Photograph(s) of the memorial 
 
Photograph(s) of the memorial 
 

 

  

  
Deliver physical and digital copy of 
completed cover sheet  
and attachments to: 

Tennessee Historical Commission 
Attn: Tennessee Heritage Protection Act and Outreach 
Coordinator  
2941 Lebanon Pike 
Nashville, TN 37214 
ASK.THC@tn.gov 
615-532-1550 
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Located on Public Property 

  







M
TSU

 C
am

p
u

s M
ap

(addresses show
n are for location only, N

O
T m

ailing)

A
C
B

A
cad

em
ic C

lassroom
 B

uild
ing

, 1751 M
TSU

 B
oulevard

, D
3

A
LO
F

A
lum

ni O
ffice, 2263 M

id
d

le Tennessee B
oulevard

, A
5

A
LU
M

A
lum

ni H
ouse, 2259 M

id
d

le Tennessee B
oulevard

, A
5

A
M
G

A
lum

ni M
em

orial G
ym

, 2610 M
id

d
le Tennessee B

oulevard
, B

3
B
A
S

B
usiness and

 A
erosp

ace B
uild

ing
, 1642 M

TSU
 B

oulevard
, D

4
B
D
A

B
outw

ell D
ram

atic A
rts B

uild
ing

, 615A
-615B

 C
ham

p
ion W

ay, C
3

B
H

B
easley H

all, 323 Friend
ship

 Street, C
5

B
LH

B
lack H

ouse, 1417 East M
ain Street, C

6
B
R
A
G
G

John B
rag

g
 M

ed
ia and

 Entertainm
ent B

uild
ing

,  
1735 B

lue Raid
er D

rive, D
4

C
A
B

C
op

e A
d

m
inistration B

uild
ing

, 315 Visitor’s C
ircle, B

5
C
H

C
olleg

e H
eig

hts B
uild

ing
, 1607 East M

ain Street, C
6

C
K
N
B

C
ason-K

enned
y N

ursing
 B

uild
ing

, 610 C
ham

p
ion W

ay, C
3

C
O
E

C
olleg

e of Ed
ucation B

uild
ing

, 1756 M
TSU

 B
oulevard

, D
4

C
O
G
N

C
entral U

tility Plant/C
og

eneration Plant, 729 C
ham

p
ion W

ay, C
2

C
O
R
L

C
orlew

 H
all, 1634 M

TSU
 B

oulevard
, C

3
C
SB

C
entral Services B

uild
ing

, 1835 A
lum

ni D
rive, E5

D
H

D
eere H

all, 1619 A
lum

ni D
rive, D

5
D
SB

D
avis Science B

uild
ing

, 422 O
ld

 M
ain C

ircle, C
4

D
Y
S

Tennessee C
enter for the Stud

y and
 Treatm

ent of D
yslexia, 

200 N
orth B

aird
 Lane, C

6
E
H
S

Elling
ton H

um
an Sciences B

uild
ing

,  
2623 M

id
d

le Tennessee B
oulevard

, A
2

E
M
A
IN

1403 East M
ain Street, B

6
FA
IR

Fairview
 B

uild
ing

, 820 Fairview
 A

venue, A
1

FH
Forrest H

all, 543 C
ham

p
ion W

ay, C
3

G
H

G
reenhouse, 1724 Lig

htning
 W

ay, D
3

G
R
H

G
racy H

all, 321 Friend
ship

 Street, C
5

H
A
R
R

H
arrison H

ouse, 1416 East M
ain Street, B

6
H
C

H
orticulture Facility, 1714 Lig

htning
 W

ay, D
3

H
M
A

H
ousing

 M
aintenance A

nnex, 657 Found
ers Lane, D

3
H
O
B

H
olm

es B
uild

ing
 (M

aintenance C
om

p
lex), 836 C

ham
p

ion W
ay, D

2
H
O
N
R

Paul W
. M

artin Sr. H
onors B

uild
ing

, 1737 B
lue Raid

er D
rive, D

4
IN
G

Sam
 H

. Ing
ram

 B
uild

ing
, 2269 M

id
d

le Tennessee B
oulevard

, A
5

JA
C
K

Tom
 H

. Jackson B
uild

ing
, 628 A

lm
a M

ater D
rive, B

3
JC
H

Jim
 C

um
m

ing
s H

all, 1744 M
TSU

 B
oulevard

, D
3

JH
Jones H

all, 624 O
ld

 M
ain C

ircle, C
3

JU
B

Jam
es U

nion B
uild

ing
, 516 A

lm
a M

ater D
rive, B

4
JU
D
D

Jud
d

 H
all, 217 Friend

ship
 Street, C

5
K
O
M

K
irksey O

ld
 M

ain, 612 O
ld

 M
ain C

ircle, B
3

K
SH
F

Em
m

ett and
 Rose K

ennon Sp
orts H

all of Fam
e,  

1320 G
reenland

 D
rive, B

2
K
U
C

K
eathley U

niversity C
enter, 1524 M

ilitary M
em

orial, C
4

LH
Lyon H

all, 414 A
lm

a M
ater D

rive, B
4

LIB
Jam

es E. W
alker Lib

rary, 1611 A
lum

ni D
rive, D

5
LR
C

N
ed

 M
cW

herter Learning
 Resources C

enter,  
1558 M

ilitary M
em

orial, C
4

LY
TL

Lytle H
ouse, 1114 East Lytle Street, A

5
M
A
RY

M
iss M

ary H
all, 414 A

lm
a M

ater D
rive, B

4
M
B

M
cFarland

 B
uild

ing
, 654 Found

ers Lane, D
3

M
C

M
urp

hy C
enter, 2650 M

id
d

le Tennessee B
oulevard

, B
2

M
C
H

M
cH

enry H
all, 414 A

lm
a M

ater D
rive, B

4
M
E
C

A
nd

rew
 W

ood
fin M

iller, Sr. Ed
ucation C

enter,  
503 B

ell Street, (See inset at top
 rig

ht)

M
G
B

E.W
. M

id
g

ett B
uild

ing
, 612 O

ld
 M

ain C
ircle, B

3
M
O
H

M
onohan H

all, 312 A
lm

a M
ater D

rive, B
5

N
E
O

N
aked

 Eye O
b

servatory, 346 O
ld

 M
ain C

ircle, B
4

N
IC
K

N
icks H

all, 1715 A
lum

ni D
rive, D

5
O
B
S

O
b

servatory, 346 O
ld

 M
ain C

ircle, C
5

P
C
S

H
om

er Pittard
 C

am
p

us School, 923 East Lytle Street, A
4

P
H

Peck H
all, 537 O

ld
 M

ain C
ircle, B

4
P
H
LP

Project H
elp

, 206 N
orth B

aird
 Lane, C

5
P
SB

Printing
 Services B

uild
ing

, 1756 G
reenland

 D
rive, D

2
P
TS

Parking
 and

 Transp
ortation Services, 205 C

ity View
 D

rive, F6
R
E
C

H
ealth, W

ellness, and
 Recreation C

enter

(H
ealth Services located

 insid
e the H

W
RC

),  
1848 B

lue Raid
er D

rive, E4
R
E
H

Reynold
s H

all, 312 A
lm

a M
ater D

rive, B
5

R
H

Rutled
g

e H
all, 526 A

lm
a M

ater D
rive, B

3
R
O
TX

RO
TC

 A
nnex, 531 C

ham
p

ion W
ay, C

4
SA
G

Stark A
g

riculture C
enter, 651 Found

ers Lane, D
3

SB
C
H

Step
hen B

. Sm
ith B

aseb
all C

lub
house, 641 C

ham
p

ion W
ay, C

2
SC
A

Scarlett C
om

m
ons A

p
artm

ents 1-9, 1858 M
TSU

 B
oulevard

, E3
SC
C

Sp
orts C

lub
 C

om
p

lex, 2111 East M
ain Street, F7

SC
C
M

School of C
oncrete and

 C
onstruction M

anag
em

ent,  
1723 B

lue Raid
er D

rive, F7
SC
H

Schard
t H

all, 312 A
lm

a M
ater D

rive, B
5

SC
I

Science B
uild

ing
, 440 Friend

ship
 Street, C

5
SC
P

Satellite C
hiller Plant, 215 C

olleg
e H

eig
hts, C

5
SFA

Saund
ers Fine A

rts B
uild

ing
, 629 N

orm
al W

ay, C
3

SIM
S

Sim
s H

all, 215 Friend
ship

 Street, C
5

SL
Soils Lab

, C
6

SM
H

Sm
ith H

all, 318 O
ld

 M
ain C

ircle, C
5

SSA
C

Stud
ent Services and

 A
d

m
issions C

enter, 
1860 B

lue Raid
er D

rive, E4
STR

O
Strob

el Lob
b

y, C
4

STU
Stud

ent U
nion B

uild
ing

, 1768 M
TSU

 B
oulevard

, E4
TB

Telescop
e B

uild
ing

, 1852 M
TSU

 B
oulevard

, F4
TE
N
N

B
uck B

ould
in Tennis C

enter, 1210 G
reenland

 D
rive, B

1
TC
M

Telecom
m

unications B
uild

ing
, 732 C

ham
p

ion W
ay, D

2
TLC

Tennessee Livestock C
enter, 1720 G

reenland
 D

rive, D
2

TO
D
D

A
nd

rew
 L. Tod

d
 H

all, 542 O
ld

 M
ain C

ircle, C
4

U
P

U
niversity Police, 1412 East M

ain Street, B
6

V
A

Vocational A
g

riculture, 1704 Lig
htning

 W
ay, D

3
V
E
T

Voorhies Eng
ineering

 Technolog
y, 1212 Faulkinb

erry D
rive, B

3
W
A
N
H

Internal A
ud

it (W
ansley H

ouse), 209 N
orth B

aird
 Lane, C

6
W
C

W
ood

m
ore (featuring

 C
hris Young

 C
afé), 319 Friend

ship
 Street, C

5
W
H

W
arehouse (M

aintenance C
om

p
lex), 1672 G

reenland
 D

rive, D
1

W
LA

W
om

ack Lane A
p

artm
ents A

-L, 1815 A
lum

ni D
rive, E5

W
M
B

W
rig

ht M
usic B

uild
ing

, 1439 Faulkinb
erry D

rive, C
3

W
P
S

W
iser-Patten Science H

all, 422 O
ld

 M
ain C

ircle, C
4

W
SC

W
ood

-Steg
all C

enter (D
evelop

m
ent and

 U
niversity A

d
vancem

ent), 
120 O

ld
 M

ain C
ircle, B

5

G
reek

R
ow

 Lot
      (red)

G
R

EEN
LA

N
D

 D
R

IV
E

FAIRVIEW AVENUE

CRESTLAND AVE.

FAIRD
IV

ISIO
N

   STR
E

E
T

TE
N

N
IS

C
O

U
R

TS

M
C

E
H

S

E
A

TO
N

   STR
E

E
T

A
M

G

FLOYD
STADIUM

CHAMPION WAY

TLC

VA

W
HSAG

SC
A

SFA

B
D

A
W

M
B

M
TSU

 B
LV

D
.

NORMAL WAY

M
G

B

K
O

M

JA
C

K

V
E

T

E
W

IN
G

 B
LV

D
.

R
H

JH

B
E

LL STR
E

E
T

P
H

LHM
O

H
LY

TLE
 STR

E
E

T
C

A
B

OLD MAIN CIRCLE

V
ISITO

R
S

C
IR

C
LE

OLD MAIN CIRCLE

U
P

H
A

R
R

B
LH

W
A

N
HBAIRD LANE

E. M
A

IN
 STR

EET

P
H

LP

WOMACK LANE

FH

K
U

C

WPS

D
SB

SM
H

B
H

G
R

H

SIM
S

JU
D

D

C
O

R
L

LR
C

B
A

S

R
O

TX

LIB

B
R

A
G

G

W
LA

C
SB

G
R

E
E

K
 

R
O

W

HOMECOMING CIRCLE M
TSU

 B
LV

D
.

W
LA

P
C

S

ALMA MATER DRIVE

HC

K
SH

F

M
ILITA

RY
 M

E
M

.

M
C

H

M
A

RY

SC
H

R
E

H

STR
O

A
LU

M

A
LO

F

D
H

N
IC

K

FA
U

LK
IN

B
E

R
RY

 D
R

.

C
K

N
B

H
O

N
R

IN
G

N
E

O

TO
D

D

A
LU

M
N

I D
R

IV
E

HAYES TRACK
AND SOCCER

STADIUM

C
O

G
N

W
SC

H
M

A

O
B

S

G
R

E
E

N
LA

N
D

 D
R

IV
E

RUTHERFORD BLVD.
RUTHERFORD BLVD.

SC
C

RUTHERFORD BLVD.

R
E

C

SCP

TE
N

N

C
O

E

A
LU

M
N

I D
R

IV
E

A
LU

M
N

I D
R

IV
E

C
H

COLLEGE HEIGHTS

A
LU

M
N

I D
R

IV
E

BLUE RAIDER DRIVE

SM
ITH

B
A

SE
B

A
LL

FIE
LD SB

C
H

BLUE RAIDER DRIVE

G
REEN

LA
N

D
 D

RIV
E

CHAMPION WAY

R
E

C
R

E
A

TIO
N

 A
R

E
A

CITY VIEW DRIVE

JC
H

M
B

JU
B

TB

SO
FTB

A
LL

FIE
LD

STU

FRIENDSHIP STREET

W
C

ROSE AVE.

SO
C

C
E

R
FIE

LD

BLUE RAIDER DR.

LIG
H

TN
IN

G
 W

A
Y

Livestock
Lot

(green)

Rose
Lot

(green)

Fairview
Lots

(green)

M
iddle Tennessee

Lot (green)

D
ivision
Lot

Bell Lot

Ingram
Lots

H
all of

Fam
e

Lot

M
idgett Lot

Reese Sm
ith Lot

Jones Lot

C
ope W

.
Lot

C
ope E.
Lot

Schardt Lot

W
ood-Stegall Lot

M
ain St.

Lots (green)

M
ain St.
Lots

(green)

I.A
. Lot

Baird Lot (red)

Judd Sim
s Lot (red)

D
avis Science Lot

Public
Safety

Lot
(green)

C
ollege

H
eights
Lots

D
yslexia
Lot

Project H
elp

Lot

D
Y

S

Bragg Lot

H
onors
Lot

Ezell Lot

Ezell Lot (red)

Rec Lots
(green)

W
om

ack Lot (red)

Rutherford
Lot

(green)

Softball Lot (green)

M
TSU

 Lot    (green)

Scarlett Lots
(red)

C
orlew

 Lots
(red)

C
um

m
ings Lot

(green)

Student
U

nion
Lot

Founders
Lot

Stark A
g

Lot
M

cFarland Lot

Lightning
Lot

N
ursing
Lot

H
olm

es
Lots

To M
E

C
(see insert at top right)

To M
E

C
(see insert at top right)

Distribution
Lot

W
arehouse Lot

Forrest
Lot

BH
Lots

E
. M

A
IN

 STR
E

E
T

Sportsplex Lot

SC
I

C
ham

pion W
ay

G
arage (G

C
W

)
(green)

SSAC

Visitor’s
Lot

GreekRow
G

ravel Lot(green)

(green)

(green)

(green)
(red)

(red)
(red)

(parking spaces along Alma Mater Drive are red unless marked otherwise)

P
SB

G
reenland Lot (green)

P
R

E
SID

E
N

T'S
H

O
U

SE

E
M

A
IN

A
C

B

PTS

Transportation
Building Lot

A
cadem

ic
Lot

True Blue A
ve.

G
arage (G

TB)
(green)

True Blue Ave.

SC
C

M
MIDDLE TENNESSEE BLVD.

MIDDLE TENNESSEE BLVD.

LY
TL

(green)

Nicks Lot (red)

Library Lot

(red)

TC
M

H
O

B

Greenland Lot
(green)

G
H

FOUNDERS LANE

M
E

CB
E

LL STR
E

E
T

G
REEN

LA
N

D
 D

RIVE

N. HIGHLAND AVE.

B
U

R
TO

N
 STR

E
E

T

JA
C

K
SO

N
 STR

E
E

T

UNIVERSITY STREETB
U

R
TO

N
 ST.

LEE STREET

H
ighland
Lot

(green)

Bell
Street

G
arage

(G
BS)

(green)

Jackson
Lot

(green)
M

EC
 Lot

(green)

NNNiNNicNickickscks Lks LoLotLot (ot (ret (red(red)ed)d)

CCC
O

C
O

C
O

U
EO

U
E

NO
U

R
NU

R
T

N
NR

T
N

NR
TS

N
N

ITS
N

ISS
N

ISS SS
CC TC TTETEE

N
E

NN

R
ed

 Perm
it Parking

 (M
TSU

 H
ousing

 resid
ents only)

O
p

en to currently enrolled
 stud

ents.
A

 g
reen, red

, or hand
icap

 p
ass is req

uired

C
o

lo
r co

d
e fo

r p
arking

 d
esig

natio
n

C
o

lo
r co

d
e fo

r b
uild

ing
s/sp

o
rts areas

M
etered

 p
arking

Skyw
alk b

rid
g

es

M
otorcycle p

arking
 area

G
reen Perm

it Parking

Faculty, Staff, A
d

m
inistration (w

hite p
erm

it)

D
isab

led
 Parking

 (b
lue p

erm
it)

G
reek H

ousing

Located
 in SSA

C
(see g

rid
 area E

4)

A
cad

em
ic/A

d
m

inistrative

R
esid

ence H
alls

A
thletics/R

ecreation

D
ining

M
id

d
le Tennessee State U

niversity d
o

es no
t d

iscrim
inate o

n 

the b
asis o

f race, co
lo

r, natio
nal o

rig
in, sex, d

isab
ility, ag

e, 

status as a p
ro

tected
 veteran, o

r any o
ther categ

o
ry 

p
ro

tected
 b

y law
. See o

ur full p
o

licy at m
tsu.ed

u/iec.

C
onstruction Zones

Seek A
lternate R

outes

P
arking

 and
 Transp

o
rtatio

n Services o
ffi

ce is lo
cated

 in the P
arking

 Services B
uild

ing
 (P

TS).
U

se m
ap

 fo
r reference o

nly. P
lease refer to

 sig
nag

e and
/o

r p
avem

ent m
arking

s fo
r sp

ecifi
c d

esig
natio

ns. M
ap

 is sub
ject to

 chang
e.

M
urfreesb

o
ro

, Tennessee

U
p

d
ated

 A
p

ril 2023

jfloyd
Highlight

jfloyd
Highlight

jfloyd
Highlight

jfloyd
Highlight

jfloyd
Highlight

jfloyd
Highlight

jfloyd
Highlight

jfloyd
Highlight

jfloyd
Highlight

jfloyd
Highlight



MTSU 

Petition for Waiver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MTSU is a Public Entity  

Exercising Control of Forrest Hall 

  



Document: Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-8-101  



Previous Next

Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-8-101

Current through the 2022 Regular Session.

TN - Tennessee Code Annotated Title 49 Education Chapter 8 State University and Community
College System Part 1 General Provisions

49-8-101. System established.
(a)
(1) There is established a state university and community college system, to be called the board of regents.
The state university and community college system is composed of state universities, community colleges, and

state colleges of applied technology.
(2)

(A) The board of regents state universities shall be composed of Austin Peay State University, East Tennessee
State University, Middle Tennessee State University, Tennessee State University, Tennessee Technological
University, and the University of Memphis. The board of regents state universities shall be subject to the

authority of a local governing board of trustees, referred to in this chapter as a state university board.
(B) The management and governance of each state university shall be vested in the institution's respective

state university board, subject to certain powers and duties maintained by the Tennessee higher education
commission.
(C) During a transition period commencing July 1, 2016, and ending November 30, 2017, the board of regents

shall maintain performance of the following functions on behalf of the state university boards: data systems,
capital project planning and management, and procurement. By November 30, 2017, the Tennessee higher

education commission shall solicit and receive requests from the state university boards to assume the
performance of these functions. The Tennessee higher education commission shall approve or deny a state
university board's request to assume these functions. A state university board shall not be permitted to

assume the performance of these functions until November 30, 2017. If the board of regents continues to
perform the functions related to data systems, capital project planning and management, and procurement
after the transition period has concluded, a state university board is not precluded from requesting to assume

the performance of these functions at any time after November 30, 2017.
(3)

(A) The state community colleges shall be composed of Chattanooga State Community College, Cleveland
State Community College, Columbia State Community College, Dyersburg State Community College, Jackson
State Community College, Motlow State Community College, Nashville State Community College, Northeast

State Community College, Pellissippi State Community College, Roane State Community College, Southwest
Tennessee Community College, Volunteer State Community College, and Walters State Community College,

and other community colleges that may be established. The statewide system of state colleges of applied
technology, established under chapter 11, part 4, of this title, shall be composed of the state colleges of
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applied technology now established and located at Athens, Chattanooga, Covington, Crossville, Crump,
Dickson, Elizabethton, Harriman, Hartsville, Hohenwald, Jacksboro, Jackson, Knoxville, Livingston, McKenzie,

McMinnville, Memphis, Morristown, Murfreesboro, Nashville, Newbern, Oneida, Paris, Pulaski, Ripley,
Shelbyville, and Whiteville. The board of regents is authorized to establish additional state colleges of applied

technology or to combine existing state colleges of applied technology as needed to improve operational and
administrative efficiencies.
(B) Subject to certain powers and duties reserved for and relegated to the Tennessee higher education

commission, the government, management, and control of the state community colleges and the state
colleges of applied technology shall be vested in the board of regents.

(b) The board of regents shall work collaboratively with state university boards to ensure alignment between
community colleges and state universities, especially in regards to innovation and student success initiatives.
(c)

(1) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the board of regents, in consultation with the Tennessee higher
education commission, shall establish a comprehensive statewide community college system of coordinated
programs and services to be known as the Tennessee community college system.

(2) It is the legislative intent that the Tennessee community college system operate as a unified system with
individual campuses, teaching centers and teaching sites as necessary to maximize the effectiveness of the

system in enhancing student success and increasing the number of college degrees held by Tennesseans.
(3) In order to carry out this subsection (c), the board shall develop a plan to transition from the existing
system of thirteen (13) independently managed institutions to a comprehensive statewide community college

system managed as a unified system. Such plan shall identify any statutory changes needed to accomplish the
transition.

(4) As part of its plan, the board shall identify and implement consolidation of services among institutions and
standardization of processes between institutions in order to improve efficiency and effectiveness in all
functional areas, including, but not limited to, student services, academic support and institutional support.

(5) The plan shall also incorporate the use of block scheduling and cohort programming as a means of
delivering educational programs within the Tennessee community college system. Programs developed

pursuant to this subdivision (c)(5) shall be developed in a manner that results in the opportunity for more
rapid and significantly higher rates of program completion through structured degree programs that
incorporate fixed course offerings that meet the requirements for the degree being offered on a predetermined

schedule.
(6) In carrying out this subsection (c), the Tennessee community college system shall pursue strategies to

create mutually beneficial relationships with colleges of applied technology such that certificate programs may
be offered at community college sites and community college courses may be offered at colleges of applied
technology.

(7) This subsection (c) shall be fully implemented no later than July 1, 2012.
(d) All institutions in the state university and community college system shall submit annually institutional
mission statements to the Tennessee higher education commission for review and approval. An institutional

mission statement shall:
(1) Characterize distinctiveness in degree offerings by level, focus, and student characteristics, including, but

not limited to, nontraditional students and part-time students; and
(2) Address institutional accountability for the quality of instruction, student learning, and, when applicable,
research and public service to benefit Tennessee citizens.

(e) Nothing contained in this section shall prohibit any institution from pursuing research and related activities
that are consistent with the institution's mission.

History

Acts 1972, ch. 838, § 1; 1973, ch. 80, §§ 2, 4; 1973, ch. 200, § 1; 1983, ch. 181, § 3; T.C.A., § 49-3236;
Acts 1994, ch. 538, § 2; 1994, ch. 685, § 3; 1999, ch. 510, § 1; 2002, ch. 618, § 1; 2009, ch. 352, § 1;
2010 (1st Ex. Sess.), ch. 3, § 8; 2013, ch. 473, § 7; 2016, ch. 869, §§ 1, 2; 2018, ch. 877, § 1.
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Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-8-203

Current through the 2022 Regular Session.

TN - Tennessee Code Annotated Title 49 Education Chapter 8 State University and Community
College System Part 2 Board of Regents

49-8-203. Powers and duties.
(a)
(1) With respect to the institutions they govern, each state university board and the board of regents has the
power to:

(A) Select and employ the chief executive officers of the institutions and to confirm the appointment of
administrative personnel, teachers, and other employees of each state institution and to fix their salaries and

terms of office;
(B) Prescribe curricula and requirements for diplomas and degrees. The board of regents and the state
university boards shall maintain alignment across state higher education by working to develop curricula

requirements that promote student success, postsecondary completion, and advancement of the Tennessee
higher education commission state master plan;

(C) Approve the operating budgets and set the fiscal policies for the schools and programs under its control.
Each state university board shall have the power to approve the operating budget and set the fiscal policy for
the university under its control. In order to ensure the ability to satisfy both contractual obligations to the

Tennessee state school bond authority and obligations to that authority's bondholders, the board of regents
shall have authority over, and shall give final approval to, the operating budget of each state university. The

funds appropriated for each state university shall initially be distributed by the department of finance and
administration to the board of regents, which shall then distribute such funds to each state university in such
amounts as were appropriated minus any deduction or deductions required to be made by the board of

regents pursuant to any financing agreement, or other similar agreement, then existing by and between the
board of regents and the Tennessee state school bond authority or any successor organization.
Notwithstanding any provision of law, the board of regents shall retain all powers and duties with respect to

each state university, state community college, and Tennessee college of applied technology, including, but not
limited to, any projects at such institutions which are necessary for the board of regents to fulfill its covenants,

representations, agreements, and obligations under any financing agreement, then existing by and between
the board of regents and the Tennessee state school bond authority, or any successor organization, on July 1,
2016, as the same may be amended pursuant to the terms thereof, or any successor or similar agreement

subsequently entered into by and between the board of regents and the Tennessee state school bond
authority;

(D) Establish policies and regulations regarding the campus life of the institutions, including, but not limited
to, the conduct of students, student housing, parking, and safety; and
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(E) Assume general responsibility for the operation of the institutions, delegating to the chief executive officer
of each respective institution such powers and duties as are necessary and appropriate for the efficient

administration of the institution and its programs.
(2) The board of regents has the power to receive donations of money, securities, and property from any

source on behalf of the community colleges and the Tennessee colleges of applied technology, which gifts shall
be used in accordance with the conditions set by the donor. Each state university board has the power to
receive donations of money, securities, and property from any source on behalf of the institution it governs,

which gifts shall be used in accordance with the conditions set by the donor.
(3) The board of regents and each state university board has the power to purchase land subject to the terms

and conditions of state regulations, to condemn land, to erect buildings, and to equip them for the institution
subject to the requirements of the state building commission and to the terms and conditions of legislative
appropriations. Each board shall be vested with title to property so purchased or acquired.

(4) The board of regents and each state university board has other powers, not otherwise prescribed by law,
that are necessary to carry out this part, and it is the expressed legislative intent and purpose to vest similar
and comparable responsibility and authority in each board as is authorized for the board of trustees of the

University of Tennessee; provided, that in exercising any power to borrow money for any purpose, whether by
the issuance of bonds or notes or by any other method, each board shall first secure the approval of the state

school bond authority.
(b) Notwithstanding any other law, the board of regents, a state university board, or any institution subject to
this chapter is not authorized to borrow money for any purpose, whether by the issuance of bonds or notes or

by any other method, without first securing the approval of the state school bond authority.
(c) State university boards shall manage and initiate capital and real estate transactions; provided, that such

transactions are within the scope of a master plan approved by the Tennessee higher education commission.
(d) The title of the property held on behalf of the state universities named in § 49-8-101(a)(2)(A) by the
board of regents shall be transferred to the respective state university board upon assumption of responsibility

no later than June 30, 2017.
(e) A state university board shall ensure the board's institution remains in compliance with the transfer and

articulation provisions of § 49-7-202.
(f) The board of regents, the state university boards, and the institutions subject to this chapter shall not
enter into any final agreement or other final arrangement for a merger or consolidation with a private

institution of higher education without the authorization of the general assembly, acting through legislation,
resolution, or appropriations.

(g) It is unlawful for any member of a state university board or the board of regents to be financially
interested in any contract or transaction affecting the interests of any institution governed by the board, or to
procure, or be a party in any way to procuring, the appointment of any relative to any position of financial

trust or profit connected with the universities and colleges governed. A violation of this subsection (g) shall
subject the member so offending to removal by the governor or the board.
(h) Except for the purposes of inquiry or information, a member of the state university board shall not give

direction to or interfere with any employee, officer, or agent under the direct or indirect supervision of the
chief executive officer of the respective institution.

(i) Each institution subject to this chapter shall provide data to the Tennessee higher education commission for
information, assessment, and accountability purposes, to be used in a statewide data system that facilitates
the public policy agenda developed by the commission. The commission shall determine the data elements

necessary to carry out this task.
(j) Notwithstanding any provision of this part or any law to the contrary, the state university boards and their

respective institutions shall continue to be participating employers in the Tennessee consolidated retirement
system and utilize such claims administration services, risk management programs, investment funds and
trusts, and retirement and deferred compensation programs, or any successor programs and services in the

same fields, as are provided or administered by the department of treasury to any of the state universities on
July 1, 2016, until the effective date of any subsequent legislation authorizing procurement from another

provider.
(k) Institutions shall ensure that any data system employed for student information is interoperable with the
statewide student information system used by the board of regents and the higher education commission.
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(l) Each institution subject to this chapter shall make a report annually to the higher education commission on
any academic program terminations which shall be submitted by the higher education commission to the

education committee of the senate and the education administration committee of the house of
representatives.

(m) Upon formal request by the higher education commission, the board of regents and each state university
board authorized under this chapter shall assist the commission in convening representatives of the
institutions and governing boards, as authorized by § 49-7-202(p), to help ensure a cohesive and coordinated

system of higher education public policy in Tennessee.

History

Acts 1972, ch. 838, §§ 4, 6-8, 11; 1979, ch. 116, §§ 1, 2; 1979, ch. 182, § 1; 1983, ch. 181, § 4; T.C.A.,

§§ 49-3239, 49-3241 — 49-3244; Acts 2016, ch. 869, § 21; 2019, ch. 345, § 122; 2021, ch. 64, § 108.
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PUBLIC NOTICE – MTSU PETITION FOR WAIVER 
FORREST HALL NAME CHANGE 

 
Middle Tennessee State University, a locally governed public institution of higher education, 
hereby gives public notice of its intention to petition the Tennessee Historical Commission for a 
waiver that would allow it to rename Forrest Hall, a building on its Murfreesboro campus built in 
1954 and officially named for Confederate Lieutenant General Nathan Bedford Forrest in 1958, to 
the Army ROTC Building. While under the governance of the Tennessee Board of Regents, the 
university initiated a request to rename the building, which the Tennessee Historical Commission 
declined to permit. The University, as authorized by its Board of Trustees, now petitions to rename 
Forrest Hall based upon changed circumstances in the law or facts which demonstrate a material 
or substantial need based on historical or other compelling public interest to justify the waiver 
petition. 
 
A copy of MTSU’s 2023 Petition of Waiver and supporting documentation will be available at no 
cost upon written request to the Office of the University Counsel, MTSU, 1301 East Main St., 209 
Cope Administration Building, Murfreesboro, TN 37132. These materials will also be available at: 
https://www.mtsu.edu/forresthall/index.php.  
 
 
Posted June 23, 2023 



4B | TUESDAY, JUNE 27, 2023 | THE DAILY NEWS JOURNAL



TENNESSEAN.COM | TUESDAY, JUNE 27, 2023 | 9B

Public NoticesPublic Notices Public NoticesPublic Notices

Public NoticesPublic Notices
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Public NoticesPublic Notices Public NoticesPublic Notices Public NoticesPublic Notices

Meade County, Kentucky,
Farm for Sale
196+/- Acres

2300 Cedar Flat Road,
Battletown, KY 40104

38*7’ 11.58” N-86*20’ 18.29 W
Ohio River Frontage

Mineral Rights Included
(Limestone and Oolite)

Call 502-540-2315

0005735305
FDIC Public Notice Requirement

Notice is hereby given that Edmonton State Bank, 909 West Main
Street, Glasgow, Kentucky 42141, intends to make application to
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation to merge with Sumner
Bank & Trust, 780 Browns Lane, Gallatin, Tennessee 37066. It is
contemplated that all of the offices of the above-named institutions
will continue to operate after the merger.

Any person wishing to comment on this application may file his or
her comments in writing with the Regional Director of the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation at its Regional Office at 300 South
Riverside Plaza, Suite 1700, Chicago, Illinois 60606, no later than
July 15, 2023. The non-confidential portions of this application are
on file in the Regional Office and are available for public inspec-
tion during regular business hours. Photocopies of information in
the non-confidential portion of the application file will be made
available upon request.

0005749623
CITY OF SPRING HILL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Spring Hill Police Headquarters, Special Inspection and Material

Testing Services
The City of Spring Hill requests proposals from qualified compa-
nies for special inspection and material testing services for the
construction of the City of Spring Hill Police Headquarters on
Hathaway Boulevard in Spring Hill, TN.
Responses are to be delivered no later than 2:30 p.m. on July 12,
2023 to:

Spring Hill City Hall
Attn: April Goad, City Recorder

199 Town Center Parkway
Spring Hill, TN 37174

The complete RFP may be found on the city’s website: www.sprin
ghilltn.org
Questions regarding this RFP should be submitted via email only
to:
Missy Stahl, CIP Manager, Email: mstahl@springhilltn.org
Written Questions must be received by July 7, 2023. The City’s
Response(s) will be posted in an Addendum to the City’s website
by July 10, 2023.
All documents submitted to the City of Spring Hill that are associ-
ated with this project are subject to the Tennessee Public Records
Act. Access to the record is governed by the Tennessee Public Re-
cords Act and the policies of the City of Spring Hill and the Office
of Open Records Counsel.
The City of Spring Hill will not discriminate in the purchase of all
goods and services based on race, color, religion, sex, national ori-
gin, age, disability, or any other lawfully protected classification.
The City of Spring Hill reserves the right to reject any and all
bids, to waive technicalities or informalities and to accept any bid
deemed in the best interest of the City of Spring Hill.

Visit Our Website:

 
To Advertise, visit our website: 

Public Notices/Legals email: 

Business & Services email: 

To post job openings, visit: 

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN 
SAFETY AND COMFORT 

CTN 855-238-5639

N o  P a y m e n t s  f o r 

1 8  M O N T H S ‡

Call today for your FREE in-home quote! 

†Limited time offer. Valid at participating dealers only. Dealer sets all prices and is responsible for full amount of discount. 

Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details. ‡subject to credit approval. 

Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration 

of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing for 

GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362. 

GreenSky® Program is a program name for certain consumer credit plans extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the 

purchase of goods and/or services from participating merchants. Participating lenders are federally insured, equal opportunity 

lender banks. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of 

participating lenders. NMLS #1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only. 

S P E C I A L  F I N A N C I N G  AVA I L A B L E $$ $

S P E C I A L  O F F E R S  AVA I L A B L E 

Ask Your KOHLER Authorized 
Dealer About Exclusive 
Offers In Your Area†

855-238-5639

FIND THE 
BEST TALENT 
TODAY!

Get started at  
jobs.usatoday.com

SELL YOUR CAR
FIND A HOME
GET A JOB

ADOPT A PET
BUY A BOAT

FIND A TREASURE

Check out the
classified ads

everyday.
SELL IT BUY IT FIND IT

Place your classified ad today.

cars tickets pets collectibles cameras coins instruments jewelry
furniture computers and so much more

TN-GCI1077476-02

PUBLIC NOTICE – MTSU PETITION FOR WAIVER

FORREST HALL NAME CHANGE

Middle Tennessee State University, a locally governed public institution 

of higher education, hereby gives public notice of its intention to petition 

the Tennessee Historical Commission for a waiver that would allow it to 

rename Forrest Hall, a building on its Murfreesboro campus built in 1954 

rename the building, which the Tennessee Historical Commission declined 

petitions to rename Forrest Hall based upon changed circumstances in the 

law or facts which demonstrate a material or substantial need based on 

 

at: 

Posted June 23, 2023

Home ImprovementHome Improvement

Home ImprovementHome Improvement

Lawn - Garden CareLawn - Garden Care

Lawn - Garden CareLawn - Garden Care

ENGLISH HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS
• Serving Middle TN 

& Western KY

• A+ Rating with the BBB

• Named a top 3 

Nashville Contractor

• Licensed TN  # 00068088 & 

Insured Complete Contractor 

"We do it all from
Roofs  to Additions"

∂Window Special∂
Buy 10 - Get 2 FREE
Tell us you saw us

in the Tennessean &
save $500 off your

home improvement.

 615-746-0990
EnglishHomeImprovements.com

Hertz Asphalt and
Concrete Services

Parking Lots, Driveways,
Seal Coating, and Repairs
∂ 2 Free Estimates for

Asphalt or Concrete

∂ No Job Too Large
or Too Small

Mention This Ad and

Get $100 Off!

BBB A+ Member

615-941-2941 or
615-498-6008

CALL 615-946-3427

Removal, Topping, Trimming,

Stump, Pruning,

Lots/Fence Cleaning.

15 Yrs. Exp.

COOK’S LAWNCARE SERVICE
& LANDSCAPING

Sod Installation, Hedge Trim-
ming, Beds Mulched, Aerating &

Power Seeding, Lawn Mainte-
nance, Retaining Walls, Patios &
Decks, Tree Service, Grading,

Leaf Removal, Spring Clean Ups
Lic & Ins

TN License #00004796

615-415-5727

•

Tree Removal

• Trimming

•Firewood

• Pruning • Deadwooding

24 Hour Emergency Services

æ ÊLicensed æ ÊInsured

Residential & Commercial

615-394-3498

Business & Service Directory
to advertise, email: Servicedirectory@tennessean.com
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Before the Tennessee Historical Commission 

PETITION FOR WAIVER 

 

Report 

Including 

Statement of Request, 

Basis Upon Which Waiver is Sought, and 

Establishing a Material or Substantial Need 

on a Compelling Public Interest 

 
Middle Tennessee State University (“MTSU”) petitions the Tennessee Historical Commission 
(the “Commission”) for a waiver that would allow it to rename Forrest Hall to the Army ROTC 
Building pursuant to the Tennessee Historic Preservation Act of 2016. Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-1-
412; Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 400-70-01-.01 (2018).  
 
Forrest Hall, named for Confederate General Nathan Bedford Forrest (“Forrest”), has served as 
home to MTSU’s Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (“ROTC”) program for over 65 years. 
Originally constructed and opened in 1954, the building was formally dedicated in 1958. Since 
its dedication, there have been periodic episodes of student and/or community concerns raised 
regarding the building’s name that continue till this day. 
 
MTSU submits that this honorable Commission’s ruling to allow the relocation of the Nathan 
Bedford Forrest bust from the State Capitol to the Tennessee State Museum constitutes a change 
in the law acknowledging the special sensitivity involved with any commemoration of Forrest. In 
the Matter of the State Capitol Commission Regarding Request to Relocate the Busts of Nathan 
Bedford Forrest, David Glasgow Farragut, and Albert Gleaves, Administrative Procedures 
Division Docket Number 04.48-204639A (hereinafter State Capitol)i. Moreover, as reflected in 
MTSU’s current campus climate, the designation of the ROTC building as Forrest Hall has a 
continuing impact on the academic and working environment and constitutes a substantial public 
policy concern as outlined below. Accordingly, there are changed circumstances in the law or 
facts which demonstrate a material or substantial need based on historical or other compelling 
public interest to justify this waiver petition. Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-1-412(c)(8)(A). 
 
As the honorable Commission is aware, MTSU was previously denied permission to rename 
Forrest Hall. In the Matter of Middle Tennessee State University, Tennessee Board of Regents, 
and Intervenor Sons of Confederate Veterans Nathan Bedford Forrest Camp #215 Regarding 
Forrest Hall, Case Number No.:04.47-150473A, THC 16-0001 (hereinafter Mid. Tenn. St. 
Univ.).ii Subsequently, the Commission made the following Finding of Fact in the State Capitol 
case: 
 

Forrest (1821 - 1877) was a slave trader who enlisted in the Confederate army 
during the Civil War as a private and rose through the ranks to become a 



lieutenant general. He was known as an expert calvary leader and military 
strategist. In 1864, in what is now commonly referred to as the Fort Pillow 
massacre, troops under Forrest's command brutally killed a group of Union 
soldiers who many believe had already surrendered. Later, the Joint Committee 
on the Conduct of War investigated the incident and confirmed that Forrest's 
troops acted unjustly. After the war in 1867, it is believed that Forrest became the 
first national leader of the Ku Klux Klan, known as the grand wizard, although 
Forrest denied this claim in 1871.iii 

 
The Commission made no such Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law in MTSU’s previous 
case.iv In that instance, the Commission only made reference to “perceptions” of Forrest, but did 
not authorize MTSU to remove Forrest’s name or recognize MTSU’s proposed Forrest 
“historical timeline, with primary source set, be developed and housed in the Albert Gore 
Research Center on the MTSU Campus.”v In finding “a material and substantial need for a 
waiver” in State Capitol,vi the Commission reasoned that the State Museum could display 
Forrest’s bust “appropriately and with historical context.”vii 
 
Similarly, a Gore Center timeline would achieve the same with regards to Forrest’s place in 
history especially given the Center’s mission to support education, research, and civic 
engagement.viii Much like the State Museum, the Gore Center “has the means of educating the 
public not only on [Forrest], but on the current debate relating to Confederate memorials. The 
[Gore Center] can provide contextualization in a much more appropriate and convenient space 
than” a name on the façade of a building.ix The renaming of Forrest Hall “also advances the 
compelling public interest of racial reconciliation, as” MTSU “is a unique place of ongoing” 
educational opportunity “for all citizens of Tennessee, regardless of race. The interest of 
commemorating a famous Tennessean who has been dead for over 140 years is outweighed by 
the interest of thousands of citizens, [students (prospective, current, and graduates), faculty, and 
staff] who deem such commemoration . . . hurtful.”x State Capitol Comm’n constitutes a change 
in the law to support the Commission finding that MTSU has carried its burden in order to allow 
the renaming of Forrest Hall. 
 
Equally important, factual circumstances have evolved and continue to illustrate that Forrest Hall 
is a flashpoint of debate at MTSU. While the visual image and symbolism of Forrest Hall has 
long been a divisive subject, the controversy over Confederate statues, monuments and 
iconography gained greater awareness following these events: 1) the June 17, 2015, mass murder 
at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina;xi 2) the August 
12, 2017, violence during a rally in Charlottesville, Virginia; and 3) lives lost in 2020 – the 
February 23, 2020, killing of Ahmaud Arbery in Brunswick, Georgia;xii the March 13, 2020, 
killing of Breonna Taylor in Louisville, Kentucky;xiii and the May 25, 2020, killing of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota. George Floyd’s murder spurred both a run of protests 
throughout the United States and calls for racial reckoning including addressing “symbols of the 
Confederacy and their meaning.”xiv 
 
The University and the Murfreesboro community experienced such a protest on May 31, 2020. 
After a protest march around the historic Rutherford County Courthouse, a subgroup of 
protestors marched to Forrest Hall where a peaceful demonstration occurred calling for Forrest 



Hall to be renamed.xv The next day, June 1, 2020, MTSU President Dr. Sidney A. McPhee 
addressed the campus uneasiness by expressing his sentiments: 
 

As you may already have heard from various media reports, the City of 
Murfreesboro, like many cities across the nation, experienced a protest Sunday in 
response to the death of George Floyd. At the end of the peaceful demonstration 
on the Square downtown, a smaller group came to our campus to protest in front 
of our ROTC building which, despite our efforts, still carries the name of Nathan 
Bedford Forrest. . . I am so very proud of how our MTSU Police Department 
facilitated the peaceful demonstration on our campus in front of Forrest Hall late 
Sunday afternoon. Indeed, I was touched to see this video from The Daily News 
Journal of our police showing kindness and support. . . I urge our community to 
renew and reflect upon our values and further apply them in actions and deeds — 
so that justice, equality and humanity are available to all. 

 
(Attachment 1). Shortly thereafter, Dr. Debra Sells, MTSU Vice President for Student Affairs 
and Vice Provost for Enrollment Services, crafted a June 3, 2020, email to share her thoughts of 
assurance and support to the student community after the George Floyd killing: 
 

As the Vice President for Student Affairs, I am heartened by President McPhee's 
commitment to our students and the broader community. But on a personal level, 
like many of you, I am heartbroken. I worry for our country, and the future of our 
children, but closer to home, I hurt for our students - for each of you. I know that 
so many of you are suffering. So many are afraid. Some are reaching out to try to 
understand, but are falling short. And others still have so much to learn about 
compassion, and justice, and humility. I want you to know that I see your pain, 
and I stand with you in sadness and support. 
 
I don't have answers for the racism that still confronts us and that requires our 
constant attention and vigilance. I wish I did. I know that pretending that racism 
doesn't exist is not the answer. We cannot be content to be bystanders. We must 
fight for justice and stand for equality. But I also know violence is not the answer, 
either. As someone once said, "We become what we do." And I don't want 
violence and hatred to take hold of your hearts. 

  
(Attachment 2). 
 
As the University transitioned to a new academic year, the feeling of injustice and concern 
continued to permeate the campus community. Multiple conversations were held on campus 
including a September 16, 2020, panel discussion titled “Racial Justice Protests and the First 
Amendment” sponsored by the Free Speech Center at MTSU.xvi Also, the Forrest Hall 
controversary was directly addressed in detail during a virtual book talk held on October 14, 
2020, sponsored by the Gore Center.xvii The discussion was later expanded upon in a February 
24, 2021, Forrest Hall: An Open Letter penned by Sidelines, the student newspaper, which 
expressed that “[a]llowing Forrest’s name to remain on one of our university’s buildings is 

https://www.dnj.com/videos/news/2020/06/01/mtsu-police-and-protestors-hug-after-rally/5303825002/
https://www.dnj.com/videos/news/2020/06/01/mtsu-police-and-protestors-hug-after-rally/5303825002/


nothing but a repudiation of all the progressive attitudes and changes that millions of Americans 
marched for last summer. It’s also a repudiation of the values and integrity of our university.”xviii  
 
A month later, this Commission issued its Final Order in the State Capitol case. In response, 
MTSU Student Government Association (“SGA”) Petition 1-21-F was presented. This petition 
stated that “[w]ith the recent removal of the bust of Nathan Bedford Forrest from the State 
Capitol of Tennessee, we the undersigned currently enrolled students petition the Student 
Government of Middle Tennessee State University to remove the name of Forrest from the 
Reserved Officer Training Corps Building on our campus.” In turn, SGA Resolution 13-21-S 
was issued, which requested President McPhee to “reapproach the Tennessee Historical 
Commission and request to change the name of Forrest Hall.” (Attachment 3). On May 21, 2021, 
President McPhee advised SGA President Chelsea Moore that he remained committed to 
bringing the issue back to before the Commission. (Attachment 4). President McPhee noted that 
he had met with the leaders of various student groups who expressed that current and prospective 
students do not feel welcome on campus due to the presence of Forrest Hall.  
 
 In July 2021, President McPhee stated that “[t]he name of a building should be a net positive, or 
at least neutral, to our campus. . . However, the name of this building, and the emotions it 
evokes, distracts from the values, goals and priorities we share as a modern, inclusive and 
comprehensive university.”xix He also reaffirmed his belief that renaming Forrest Hall is the right 
thing to do and his commitment to explore all available options.xx (Attachment 5). President 
McPhee expressed these same sentiments in an opinion piece he authored for The Tennessean.xxi 
Next, on September 14, 2021, as debate on Forrest Hall continued, the MTSU Board of Trustees 
voted unanimously to support efforts to remove Forrest’s name from the Army ROTC 
building.xxii 
 
Against this new factual backdrop, the commemoration of Forrest on MTSU’s campus remains 
unresolved.xxiii Having the Army ROTC building named after Forrest appreciably distracts from 
the University’s mission and is a divisive wedge on the campus. These facts support a finding 
that a material or substantial need based on historical or other compelling public interest exists to 
justify the University’s waiver petition. Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-1-412(c)(8)(A). 
 
Furthermore, MTSU is not alone in having to address this issue in the higher education sphere. 
However, unlike MTSU, numerous colleges have renamed buildings to remove segregationists, 
white supremacists, eugenicists, and confederate soldiers/iconography. For example:  
 

• The University of Alabama System in support of its fundamental values: 
o University of Alabama at Birmingham - George C. Wallace Building, named after 

Governor George Wallace who said, “segregation now, segregation tomorrow, 
segregation forever” and stood in the doorway of Foster Auditorium in attempt to 



prevent two African-American students from registering, was renamed the 
Physical Education Building.xxiv 

o The University of Alabama: 
 College of Education building renamed for Autherine Lucy Foster, the 

university’s first Black student, and removed the name of Bibb Graves, a 
Grand Cyclops of the Ku Klux Klan and two-term governor;xxv 

 English department building renamed temporarily to English Hall and 
removed the name of U.S. Senator John Tyler Morgan, a former 
Confederate general and Ku Klux Klan Grand Dragon who called for the 
repeal of the 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.xxvi 

 Honors College building renamed to Honors Hall and removed the name 
of Josiah Nott who was a eugenicist and supported slavery.xxvii 

• Baylor University - The campus quad to be renamed to The Quadrangle and statue 
removed of Rufus Burleson, former university president who owned slaves and was a 
Confederate Army chaplain.xxviii 

• Clemson University - In support of its core values, renamed the Honors College building 
to The Clemson University Honors College and removed the name of John C. Calhoun, a 
slave owner.xxix 

• University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill:xxx 
o The student affairs building removed the name of Julian Carr who fought for the 

Confederacy and supported the Ku Klux Klan. 
o A residency hall removed the name of Charles Bentley Aycock, a former North 

Carolina governor who ran on a white supremacist platform. Note that Duke 
University and East Carolina University had earlier removed Aycock’s name from 
buildings. 

• University of Richmond – Six campus buildings linked to slavery and racism were 
renamed.xxxi 

 
In line with the institutional values reflected in the actions of the above sampled universities, the 
Commission should allow MTSU to rename Forrest Hall. This is especially appropriate as 
Forrest Hall is an academic building focused on ROTC, which is a commissioning program to 
develop cadet leadership skills to become officers in the United States Army. Students who enter 
Forrest Hall are engaged in a course of study and training that leads to active commission as a 
Second Lieutenant in the Army.xxxii While cadets may be trained in Forrest Hall, as Second 
Lieutenants in the Army, they will no longer serve on military bases named after individuals 
affiliated with the Confederacy. 
 
The 2021 National Defense Authorization Act created the Commission on the Naming of Items 
of the Department of Defense that Commemorate the Confederate States of America or Any 
Person Who Served Voluntarily with the Confederate States of America (“The Naming 
Commission”). The Naming Commission recommended changing the names of nine Army 
bases, which the Department of Defense concurred with and issued a directive effective January 



2023 to rename the following Confederate affiliated bases with implementation by January 
2024:xxxiii 
 

• Fort Benning, Georgia, was renamed Fort Moore, in honor of Lt. Gen. Hal Moore and his 
wife Julia Moore. 

• Fort Bragg, North Carolina, would be renamed Fort Liberty. 
• Fort Gordon, Georgia, was renamed Fort Eisenhower. 
• Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia, was renamed Fort Walker, in honor of Dr. Mary Edwards 

Walker, the first female Army surgeon. 
• Fort Hood, Texas, was renamed Fort Cavazos, in honor of Gen. Richard E. Cavazos, who 

won the Distinguished Service Cross during the Korean War. 
• Fort Lee, Virginia, was renamed Fort Gregg-Adams, in honor of Lt. Gen. Arthur J. 

Gregg and Lt. Col. Charity Adams 
• Fort Pickett, Virginia, was renamed Fort Barfoot, in honor of Colonel Van T. Barfoot, 

who received the Medal of Honor for service during World War II.  
• Fort Polk, Louisiana, would be renamed Fort Johnson, in honor of Sgt. William Henry 

Johnson, who served in the first African American unit of the United States Army to 
engage in combat in World War I. 

• Fort Rucker, Alabama, was renamed Fort Novosel, in honor of Army aviator 
CW4 Michael J. Novosel, who received the Medal of Honor for service in Vietnam.xxxiv  

 
Again, graduates of MTSU’s ROTC program will no longer serve as leaders on military bases 
with Confederate iconography. Their training in Forrest Hall; however, is even inconsistent with 
the cadets who learn at the United States Military Academy at West Point. As part of the 
Department of Defense directive, West Point, which is charged with training cadets to be 
“commissioned leaders of character committed to the values” of the Army,

xxxvi

xxxv was instructed to 
“remove, relocate, modify or rename busts, memorials, streets and buildings named after 
Confederate figures.”  West Point has already removed bronze panels depicting General 
Robert E. Lee and members of the Ku Klux Klan. Similarly, the Commission should allow 
MTSU to remove Forrest’s name from the ROTC building and allow the University to address 
the last presence of Confederate iconography and symbols on campus. 
 
MTSU respectfully asks the Commission to grant this Petition for Waiver so that the University 
may remove Forrest’s name from the ROTC building. Simply put, “celebrating the legacies of 
those who contributed to the subjugation of others is a form of complicity in past horrors.”xxxvii

xxxviii

 
The University cannot continue to stand in unison with the name Forrest Hall. His presence on a 
University building does not reflect the core values and expectations of the University. As an 
academic institution, the University can properly account for Forrest’s legacy in the classroom 
and through the Gore Center. Campus buildings are a “window to what we value” and he is not 
an individual who meets University standards for such an honor.  
 
MTSU submits that based on the changed circumstances in the law or facts outlined above there 
is clear and convincing evidence to support a determination that there is a material or substantial 
need to allow this Petition for Waiver based on historical or other compelling public interest. 
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JUNE 1: Message from President McPhee
on Protests Over the Weekend

To the University community,

As you may already have heard from various media reports, the City of Murfreesboro, like many cities across the nation, experienced a
protest Sunday in response to the death of George Floyd.  At the end of the peaceful demonstration on the Square downtown, a smaller
group came to our campus to protest in front of our ROTC building which, despite our efforts, still carries the name of Nathan Bedford
Forrest. The student protest was peaceful and occurred without incident as they exercised their First Amendment rights. 

As a person of color, and as a leader of a public institution, I think I have a unique perspective not only on the events set in motion by
the killing of Mr. Floyd, but also the fear, hurt and frustration that this tragedy has invoked particularly within the African American
community. I find myself struggling to put these events into proper perspective for my children and grandchildren. I also find myself tired
as I am faced with trying to make sense as some who are sworn to protect us, regardless of race or ethnicity, once again stand accused
of brutality, poor judgment and, now, murder of a citizen.

The loss of Mr. Floyd is a painful reminder that we have so much further to go in becoming more accepting and inclusive of all members
of our community. It has triggered response and rage from so many who feel rightfully that our society must show care and concern for
all of us, not just some of us. 

I believe we should express our beliefs and our feelings, and that we must call for meaningful change – but not in a violent
manner.  The MTSU True Blue Pledge reflects our values that include:

honesty and integrity;
engagement in our community;
respect for diversity; 
and commitment to reason, not violence. 

Let me be clear: We deeply appreciate the responsible and dedicated law enforcement officers and first responders who work tirelessly
in service to our communities. That is why I am so very proud of how our MTSU Police Department facilitated the peaceful
demonstration on our campus in front of Forrest Hall late Sunday afternoon. Indeed, I was touched to see this video from The Daily
News Journal of our police showing kindness and support.

I take solace and comfort, that MTSU first expressed our True Blue Values almost 10 years ago. As we try to make sense of this societal
moment during an ongoing global pandemic virus already challenging us in unprecedented ways,  I urge our community to renew and
reflect upon our values and further apply them in actions and deeds — so that justice, equality and humanity are available to all.

Sincerely,

Sidney A. McPhee

President

Sidney.McPhee@mtsu.edu

| June 1, 2020
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A Resolution to Remove  

the Name of Forrest Hall 



Whereas: 

Whereas: 

Whereas: 

Whereas: 

Whereas: 

Whereas: 

Whereas: 

SGA Resolution 13-21-S 

A Resolution to Remove the Name of Forrest Hall 

The Tennessee Historical Commission (THC) has approval authority of name 

changes concerning public buildings across Tennessee. 1 

In 2016, the THC denied the University's request to change the name of the 

Forrest Hall building on the campus of Middle Tennessee State University.2 

On March 10, 2021, the Tennessee Historical Commission voted (25-1) to remove 

a bust of Nathan Bedford Forrest from the State Capitol. 

Governor Bill Lee stated, "Forrest represents pain, suffering and brutal crimes 

committed against African Americans". 

In 1989, President Sam Ingram removed the seal of Forrest Hall from the 

Keathley University Center after hearing complaints from students without 

hesitation. The following year on January 18th
, Sidelines recorded the "Students' 

Honor King's Dream"3
•

Until 2013, President Sidney McPhee, in conjunction with the Tennessee Board 

of Regents, had the opportunity to remove the name without any interference 

from THC.4

President McPhee has been approached about this topic both in 2006 and 2015. 

He was urged to change the name of the building from campus group, Students 

Against Forrest Hall, and student who participated in the "I Am True Black" 

movement.5

1 TN.gov - Tennessee Herilage Protection Act. 
2 "MT to guide civil debate over Forrest controversy next semester" (December 6, 2006) 
https://jewlscholar.mtsu.edu/bitstream/handle/mtsu/2108/3076. pdf?seg uence= I &isAllowed=y 
3 Students honor King's dream (January 18, 1990) 
https://jewlscholar.mtsu.edu/bitstream/hand le/mtsu/892/ l 95 50. pdf?sequence= 1 &isAI lowed=y 
4 "Movement rises to axe 'Forrest' from Hall" (November 20, 2006) 
https://jewlscholar.mtsu.edu/bitstream/handle/mtsu/2089/3054.pdf?sequence:::::l&isAllowed::::: 

Y. 
5 "Unlikely advocate speaks out for Forrest" & "Students rally for Forrest Hall" (November 29, 
2006) 
https://jewlscholar.mtsu.edu/bitstream/handle/mtsu/2147 /3126.pdf?seguence:::::l&lsAllowed::::: 

Y.
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August 4, 2021 

Mr. Winton Cooper 
President 
MTSU Student Government Association 
P.O. Box 1 
Murfreesboro, TN 37132 

Dear Winton: 

As a follow-up to our meeting in May and in response to your letter of concern regarding events on 
campus that have created a sense of anxiety and unease among our students, particularly our students 
of color, I want to assure you that your voice is heard.  You have my assurance that I, along with my 
Executive Team, share many of your concerns on our campus environment and are working to develop 
solutions that meet the needs of everyone in our campus family.   

The matters we face are complex and, unfortunately, not confined to our campus community. Issues 
related to equality, inclusiveness and social justice represent challenges our nation continues to 
struggle with and require continue diligence and commitment.  While we can address some of your 
concerns rather quickly, others will no doubt require time and patience to remedy.  Nevertheless, we 
are committed to maintaining a welcoming, supportive environment for all our students. 

One of the things that I have found, over the past twenty-one years, that makes MTSU such a unique 
institution is the commitment and dedication of our key leaders in responding to issues facing our 
campus.  The consistently demonstrate a commitment to our students and the institution, assuring 
that the needs and perspectives of all involved are considered.  In considering the issues outlined in 
your letter and to assist in responding to your concerns, I have asked our Executive Leadership Team to 
provide information on many of the issues outlined and make recommendations on potential 
solutions.  I have considered this counsel and developed an action plan to begin to address the issues 
you have raised.  This is not to say that our work is done, but to demonstrate that efforts are underway 
and more are planned.  

While not specifically addressed in your letter, I feel it is important to mention one issue that has 
occupied a considerable portion of our time and efforts over the past few years, namely the status of 
the naming of Forrest Hall.  With the recent decision by the State Historical Commission and the 
Tennessee State Building Commission to relocate the bust of Nathan Bedford Forrest from the State 
Capitol to the Tennessee State Museum, I am confident the building’s naming will again be a topic of 
interest on our campus. Without detailing the extensive efforts we have undertaken over the past 



 
 
 
August 4, 2021 
Page 2 
 

 
 
 

several years, our legal team continues to monitor state legislation and explore all options that might 
be available to us and I remain committed to our request to remove the name from the building.    

In your role as SGA President, you represent the needs and concerns of our students and I welcome 
your input.  In the coming months, it will be important that our students are aware of our commitment 
to their well-being and I will look to you and your colleagues on our Student Government Association 
to help bridge the communication gap between our administration and our student body.  Your 
leadership will be crucial as we work through the issues you have brought forward. 

Please accept my thanks for your efforts and I look forward to working with you in building a stronger 
university community. 

Sincerely, 

§¨©ª 

Sidney A. McPhee 
President 

 

C:  Vice President Deb Sells 
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Interested Party Contact Name Telephone Email Physical Address

African American 
Historical Society of 
Rutherford County Mary Watkins, President

615‐890‐0837 
or 615‐556‐
1961 info@aahsrc.com

P.O. Box 11838, Murfreesboro, TN 
37130

Bradley Academy 
Museum and Cultural 
Center

Vonchelle Stembridge, Facility 
Coordinator 615‐962‐8773

vstembridge@murfreesborotn.g
ov

415 S. Academy Street, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130

Joshua C. Crutchfield, 7241 Sorrenta 
Road, Knoxville, TN 37918‐8413

jcrutch4@gmail.com

Joshua Lee Crutchfield, 1420 
Journey Drive, Murfreesboro, TN 
37130‐3278

Change Forrest Hall Dakota Dexter, Group Leader   dakotadexter1992@yahoo.com
395 Ashburn Road, Smithville, TN 
37166‐7343

Forrest Family 
Descendent and 
Spokesperson Lee Millar 901‐683‐0945 millarlee@netscape.net

6206 Malloch Drive, Memphis, TN 
38119‐6327

MT Solidarity Michael Principe, Faculty Advisor michael.principe@mtsu.edu
1301 E. Main Street, Box 73, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37132

MTSU Black Faculty and 
Staff Organization Dr. Michelle Woods 615‐898‐2557 michelle.stevens@mtsu.edu 

1301 E. Main Street, Box 23, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37132

Petition for Waiver ‐ Forrest Hall 

Change Forrest Hall Joshua Crutchfield, Group Leader  



MTSU Military Science 
Alumni Chapter

LTC(R) Kevin Douglas Chaffin, U.S. 
Army (Retired), MSAC Vice‐
President 615‐896‐0027 chaffind@comcast.net

3613 Meadowwood Drive, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37128‐4639

MTSU Military Science 
Alumni Chapter

Nancy E. Garner, Military Science 
Executive Assistant 615‐898‐2470 nancy.garner@mtsu.edu 

1301 E. Main Street, Box 52, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37132‐0001

MTSU Military Science 
Alumni Chapter

Col. Ricky E. Smith, U.S. Army 
(Retired), MSAC President resmith2239@gmail.com

MTSU Military Science 
Alumni Chapter

BG Robert David Ogg, Jr., U.S. Army 
(Retired) 615‐987‐2740 bgdavidogg@gmail.com 

3326 Valleywood Cove, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129‐0871

NAACP ‐ MTSU Paige Jackson, President   Pnj2d@mtmail.mtsu.edu

NAACP ‐ MTSU Olivia Holt‐Hall, Vice‐President   och2i@mtmail.mtsu.edu 

NAACP ‐ MTSU Shane Hinton, Treasurer   sch5m@mtmail.mtsu.edu 

NAACP ‐ MTSU Demetria Woods, Secretary   dew5e@mtmail.mtsu.edu 

NAACP ‐ Rutherford 
County Pastor David Settles, President

615‐907‐7248, 
615‐900‐4063 tlwwc06@aol.com

The Living Word Worship Center, 
1111 Memorial Blvd., Suite B, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129;          P.O. 
Box 11905, Murfreesboro, TN 37129

Rutherford County 
Historical Society Walter White, President rutherfordtnhistory@gmail.com

Rutherford County Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 906, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37133‐0906

Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, TN Division

Tennessee Division, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, P.O. Box 782, 
Lebanon, TN 37088



Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, TN Division Joey Nolan, Commander tndivcmdrjdn@gmail.com

Tennessee Division, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, P.O. Box 782, 
Lebanon, TN 37088

Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, TN Division Dr. Michael Bradley  931‐455‐0702 michaelbradley@lighttube.net 

Tennessee Division, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, P.O. Box 782, 
Lebanon, TN 37088

Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, TN Division Dr. Steve Murphree  615‐895‐6379 steve.murphree@belmont.edu 

Tennessee Division, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, P.O. Box 782, 
Lebanon, TN 37088

MTSU Student 
Government Association Michai J. Mosby, President sga@mtsu.edu

306 Student Union Building, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37132

Talented Tenth
mtsu_talentedtenth@gmail.mco
m 

United Daughters of the 
Confederacy udc@hqudc.org

UDC Memorial Building, 328 North 
Boulevard, Richmond, VA 23220‐
1636
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