Feet First, PLLC

345 W. Broad Street, Suite 2
Cookeville, TN 38501

C. Lynn Rosenbaum, D.P.M.
(931) 854-9222

August 27, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application ~ TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC
Dear Mr. Grant:

As a podiatrist who has practiced in the Upper Cumberland region for 25 years, | am writing in strong
support of TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC’s Certificate of Need application to establish a
cardiovascular-focused outpatient surgery center in Cookeville.

In my podiatric practice, | regularly care for patients with diabetes, peripheral arterial disease, poor
circulation, vascular insufficiency, and wounds that are slow or unable to heal because of inadequate
blood flow. | frequently encounter patients who require evaluation and treatment by cardiologists and
vascular specialists. Timely access to cardiovascular and peripheral vascular services is critical for these
patients, particularly when circulation problems threaten wound healing, mobility, or even limb
preservation.

TN Heart is a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community. The proposed center would
provide access to services including cardiac catheterization, electrophysiology, cardiac device
implantation, and peripheral vascular services. Having these services available in an outpatient setting in
Cookeville would provide an important additional resource for patients throughout the Upper
Cumberland region.

From my perspective as a podiatrist, improved access to peripheral vascular evaluation and treatment
could be particularly beneficial for patients with diabetes, peripheral arterial disease, and other
conditions that compromise circulation. These patients often require coordinated care among
podiatrists, primary care providers, cardiologists, vascular specialists, and other healthcare
professionals. A local cardiovascular center would make that coordination more accessible and timely.

Many of the patients | care for live in rural communities and face significant challenges accessing
specialty medical care. Requiring patients to travel outside the area for cardiovascular or vascular
services can create additional delays and burdens, particularly for elderly patients and those with limited
mobility. A cardiovascular-focused center in Cookeville would help address these barriers while
providing patients with access to specialized care closer to home.



I'have seen firsthand the importance of-having reliable specialists and timely access to vascular
care for patients with lower-extremity circulation problems. TN Heart’s proposed project would
fill an important need in our community and str;e:ngthen the network of healthcare providers
available to patients throughout the Upper Cumblqulia_nd. '

For these reasons, | strongly support TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC’s Certificate of
Need applicatién and respectfully urge the Tennessee Health Facilities Commission to approve

this project.
C. Lynn Rosehbaurh, D.P.M. .
drrosenbaum@feet1st.net

Feet First, PLLC

345 West Broad St., Suite 2

Cookeville, TN 38501




From: Logan Grant

To: Alecia L. Craighead; Phillip M. Earhart; Thomas P. Pitt
Subject: Fw: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC
Date: Monday, August 17, 2026 12:15:33 PM

Logan Grant
Executive Director
Health Facilities Commission

From: Chris Archer <carcher@t1linstitute.com>

Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2026 9:50 AM

To: Logan Grant <Logan.Grant@tn.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular
Surgery Center, LLC

This Message Is From an External Sender

This message came from outside your organization.

Please exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from unknown senders or unexpected
email - STS-Security

August 15, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor

502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Surgery Center, LLC
Dear Mr. Grant:

I am writing in strong support of TN Heart Surgery Center, LLC and its Certificate of Need
application to establish an independent cardiovascular surgery center in Cookeville.

As a Nurse Practitioner with Tier One Orthopedics/Campbell Clinic, | have spent 26
years caring for patients throughout the Upper Cumberland. TN Heart has been a trusted
provider of cardiovascular care in our region for more than 30 years. Its physicians have
developed longstanding relationships with patients, families, and healthcare providers
throughout our community and have become an important part of the Upper


mailto:Logan.Grant@tn.gov
mailto:Alecia.L.Craighead@tn.gov
mailto:Phillip.M.Earhart@tn.gov
mailto:Thomas.P.Pitt@tn.gov

Cumberland healthcare system.

I understand that cardiovascular procedures are currently available in the hospital
setting. However, a hospital catheterization laboratory does not eliminate the need for,
or the benefits of, an independent outpatient cardiovascular facility. TN Heart is no
longer managed by the hospital, yet its physicians continue to care for cardiovascular
patients throughout our region. Their patients should have the opportunity, when
clinically appropriate, to remain with their chosen cardiovascular team through
diagnosis, treatment, procedures, and follow-up.

TN Heart's proposed facility would allow its physicians to perform cardiac
catheterizations, cardiac ablations, electrophysiology studies, cardiac device
implantation, and other appropriate cardiovascular procedures in a dedicated
outpatient setting. This would expand local procedural capacity while giving patients an
additional choice of where and from whom they receive cardiovascular care.

This is particularly important in the Upper Cumberland, where we serve a large rural
region with an aging population, high rates of cardiovascular disease, transportation
challenges, and barriers to specialty care. Requiring these procedures to occur through
a single hospital-based setting limits options for patients and physicians. An
independent TN Heart facility would expand access, preserve continuity with
established cardiologists, and help keep patients close to home.

This project is not simply about duplicating an existing hospital service. Itis about
allowing a trusted cardiovascular practice that has served this community for more than
three decades to continue providing comprehensive care in an independent setting. It
adds capacity, strengthens continuity of care, increases patient choice, and provides an
appropriate outpatient alternative while preserving hospital resources for patients who
require hospital-level care.

After 26 years of caring for patients in the Upper Cumberland, | believe our community is
best served when patients have meaningful choices and qualified physicians have
access to appropriate facilities in which to care for them. TN Heart has earned the trust
of this community over more than 30 years, and its physicians should have the
opportunity to provide the full continuum of cardiovascular care to the patients they
serve.

For these reasons, | strongly support TN Heart's Certificate of Need application and
respectfully urge the Tennessee Health Facilities Commission to approve this important
project.



Sincerely,

Chris Archer, DNP, MSN, MS, ANP-C, RN, ATC
Nurse Practitioner

Tier One Orthopedics/Campbell Clinic

105 South Willow Avenue

Cookeville, TN

931-526-9518



Seasons Family Medicine, PLLC
Dr. Pamela Sanders, MD

Carly Sturgill, FNP-C

Maurine Robbins, FNP-C

S EAS O N S 1611 S. Jefferson Ave., Cookeville, TN 38506

—Family Medicine—— Phone: (931) 644-0262
Fax: (833) 992-2128

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC
Dear Mr. Grant:

As a primary care physician practicing in the Upper Cumberland region for 13 years, | write in
support of TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to establish a cardiovascular-focused surgery
center in Cookeville, offering outpatient cardiac catheterization, cardiac device implantation,
electrophysiology and peripheral vascular services.

TN Heart is a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community, and I regularly send my
patients to their cardiologists for evaluation and treatment of their cardiovascular disease. These
patients often require the procedures TN Heart proposes to offer in its surgery center — cardiac
catheterizations, cardiac ablations, electrophysiology studies, and cardiac device implantation.
Today, these procedures are only available in the hospital setting and we often have access
difficulties in our community. Our hospitals are already at capacity and cannot meet the Upper
Cumberland region’s growing need for cardiovascular services. | have had several occasions of a
patient requiring cardiovascular services and being scheduled far enough into the future that it is
not acceptable or safe. As a primary care provider, | too often have had to text one of the
providers at Tennessee Heart to over-ride scheduling limitations in order to provide appropriate
care for a patient. | appreciate the assistance | always receive, but it is an indication that the



current capacity is not adequate to meet our needs. Cookeville’s population has grown
significantly and unfortunately, cardiac disease is going to continue to increase in our society.
Cookeville is also the hub for multiple rural communities surrounding our town as specialty care
is not available in those communities directly.

Adding a freestanding outpatient surgery center benefits patients and healthcare providers in our
community. Heart disease is the leading cause of death in Tennessee and in the service area, and
the demographics of our patient population only increase these risks. Patients live in rural areas
with limited access to medical care, and we have a rapidly increasing elderly population. This
project improves access to timely, affordable, and high-quality care through a familiar provider
team.

My patients consistently report positive experiences with TN Heart’s physician and staff. This
project reiterates their commitment to our patients and fills a strong need in our community. |
urge the Commission to approve TN Heart’s project.

Sincerely,

m oo 3, A

Pamela Sanders, MD, FAAFP

Seasons Family Medicine, PLLC



James Gregory Staggs, D.O.

Board Certified Family Practice

753-B Humble Drive, Cookeville, Tennessee 38501
Phone 931-520-1800 * Fax 931-520-1844
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Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor

502 Deaderick Street

MNashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC Certificate of Need Application
Dear Mr. Grant:

As a primary care physician who has practiced in the Upper Cumberland region for 28 years, ! am writing in strong
support of TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC's Certificate of Need application to establish a
caidiovascular-focused surgery center in Coackeville.

{ reguiarly refer patients to TN Heart for evaluation and treatment of cardiovascular disease. Many of these natients
reGuire procedures such as cardiac catheterization. electrophysiotogy studies and ablations, and cardiac device
impiamatior—the same services TN Heart proposes to provide at the new center. Currently, these procedures are
available only in the hospital setting, where capacity is already strained and demand continues tc grow

This projeci wouid provide an important new option for patients throughout the Upper Cumberland, particularly those
in rural communities and our growing elderly population. It would improve access to timely, high-quality
carciovasciilar care while allowing patients to receive care from a trusted provider and familiar medical team.

My patients consistently report positive experiences witt: TN Heart's physicians and staff. Based on my 28 years of
experienic:a caring for patients in this region. | believe this project addresses a genuine need in our community and

will benefit bota patienis and healthcare providers.

i respectfuily urge the Tennessee Health Facilities Commission to approve TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center
LLC's Certificate of Need application. '

Sinceraly,




August 13, 2026 2 (- ;
Mr. Logan Grant g 0

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor

502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center,
LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

As a primary care physician practicing in the Upper Cumberland region for 38 years, I write in
support of TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to establish a cardiovascular-focused surgery
center in Cookeville, offering outpatient cardiac catheterization, cardiac device implantation,
electrophysiology and peripheral vascular services.

TN Heart is a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community, and I regularly send my
patients to their cardiologists for evaluation and treatment of their cardiovascular disease. These
patients often require the procedures TN Heart proposes to offer in its surgery center — cardiac
catheterizations, cardiac ablations, electrophysiology studies, and cardiac device implantation.
Today, these procedures are only available in the hospital setting. But our hospitals are already at
capacity and cannot meet the Upper Cumberland region’s growing need for cardiovascular
services.

Adding a freestanding outpatient surgery center benefits patients and healthcare providers in our
community. Heart disease is the leading cause of death in Tennessee and in the service area, and
the demographics of our patient population only increase these risks. Patients live in rural areas
with limited access to medical care, and we have a rapidly increasing elderly population. This
project improves access to timely, affordable, and high-quality care through a familiar provider
team.

My patients consistently report positive experiences with TN Heart’s physician and staff. This
project reiterates their commitment to our patients and fills a strong need in our community. [urge
the Commission to approve TN Heart’s project.

Sincerely,

oy 619 A

Donald Grisham, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Cookeville, TN 38501
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August 13, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director - (0 /‘/
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission W

Andrew Jackson Building, 9* Floor

502 Deaderick Street
Nashville, TN 37243

RE: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

As a primary care physician practicing in the Upper Cumberland region for 21 years, | write in support of TN Heart's
Certificate of Need application to establish a cardiovascular-focused surgery center in Cookeville, offering
outpatient cardiac catheterization, cardiac device implantation, electrophysiology, and peripheral vascular
services.

TN Heart is a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community, and | regularly send my patients to their
cardiologists for evaluation and treatment of their cardiovascular disease. These patients often require the
procedures TN Heart proposes to offer in its surgery center — cardiac catheterizations, cardiac ablations,
electrophysiology studies, and cardiac device implantation. Today, these procedures are only available in the
hospital setting. But our hospitals are already at capacity and cannot meet the Upper Cumberland region’s growing
need for cardiovascular services.

Adding a freestanding outpatient surgery center benefits patients and healthcare providers in our community.
Heart disease is the leading cause of death in Tennessee and in the service area, and the demographics of our
patient population only increase these risks. Patients live in rural areas with limited access to medical care, and we
have a rapidly increasing elderly population. This project improves access to timely, affordable, and high-quality
care through a familiar provider team.

My patients consistently report positive experiences with TN Heart’s physician and staff. This project reiterates
their commitment to our patients and fills a strong need in our community. | urge the Commission to approve TN
Heart’s Project.

Sincerely,
Shirley GibsngD
Clinton Family Medical Center

Board of Directors
Claud Atchley - Bridget Booher - Judy Byers - Beth Everley - Jim Flowers - Melvin Groce - Josh Harden - Paula Little - Keith Riddle - Garyon Scott



FAMILY MEDICAL CENTER Albany Family Medical Center - Downtown
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August 13, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant //
Executive Director ' % (‘,
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission

Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor

502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center,
LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

As a primary care physician practicing in the Upper Cumberland/South Central Kentucky region
for 6 years, 1 write in support of TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to establish a
cardiovascular-focused surgery center in Cookeville, offering outpatient cardiac catheterization,
cardiac device implantation, electrophysiology and peripheral vascular services.

TN Heart is a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community, and I regularly send my
patients to their cardiologists for evaluation and treatment of their cardiovascular disease. These
patients often require the procedures TN Heart proposes to offer in its surgery center — cardiac
catheterizations, cardiac ablations, electrophysiology studies, and cardiac device implantation.
Today, these procedures are only available in the hospital setting. But, our hospitals are already
at capacity and cannot meet the Upper Cumberland region’s growing need for cardiovascular
services. Likewise, the use of the hospital for these services is taxing on an already busy facility

and decreases patient access to other hospital provided services.

Adding a freestanding outpatient surgery center benefits patients and healthcare providers in our
community. Heart disease is the leading cause of death in Tennessee and in the service area, and
the demographics of our patient population only increase these risks. Patients live in rural areas
with limited access to medical care, and we have a rapidly increasing elderly population. This
project improves access to timely, affordable, and high-quality care through a familiar provider
team.



FAMILY MEDICAL CENTER. Albany Family Medical Center - Downtown

106 N Cross Street

ALBANY DOWNTOWN Phone. 606.$28:4204

A Purt of Cumberiand Family Matdical Center, ine.

tot Fax: 606-328-1209

My patients consistently report positive experiences with TN Heart’s physician and staff. This
project reiterates their commitment to our patients and fills a strong need in our community. Iurge
the Commission to approve TN Heart’s project.

Sincerely,

Thomas A. Thacker, D.O.



KNOWLES

PRIMARY CARE

Where independence medicine is the new paradigm
August 24, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director - Tennessee Health Facilities Commission M
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor .
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application - TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center,
LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

As a primary care physician practicing in the Upper Cumberland area for the last 16 years, I am
writing you in support of TN Heart's Certificate of Need application to establish a
cardiovascular-focused surgery center in Cookeville, offering outpatient cardiac catheterization,
cardiac device implantation, electrophysiology and peripheral vascular services.

TN Heart is a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community, and I regularly send
my patients to their providers for evaluation and treatment of their cardiovascular disease.
These patients often require the procedures TN Heart proposes to offer in its surgery center —
cardiac catheterizations, cardiac ablations, electrophysiology studies, and cardiac device
implantation. At present, these procedures are only available in our area in a hospital setting.
And, due to the Upper Cumberland region’s growing population, especially older individuals,
and the limited capacity of local hospitals, these needs are going unmet.

Adding a freestanding outpatient surgery center benefits patients and healthcare providers in
our community. Heart disease is the leading cause of death in Tennessee and in our region.
With the number of patients we have that live in rural areas, this project improves access to
timely, affordable, and high-quality care through a familiar provider team.

My patients consistently report positive experiences with TN Heart’s physician and staff. This
project reiterates their commitment to our patients and fills a strong need in our community. I
strongly recommend the Commission approve TN Heart's project.

Sincerely,

Robert B. Knowles, MD

Robert B. Knowles, MD
Office Location Internal Medicine Mailing Address
130 S. Main St. P: (931) 837-6963 PO Box 921
Sparta, TN 38583 F: (931) 837-9517 Sparta, TN 38583-0921




COOKEVILLE UROLOGY, PLLC

Timothy R.:Collins, M.D., FA.C.S.
|

728 August 2024

Logan Grant, Executive Director -i
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9" Floor

502 Deaderick St.

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for C.O.N.-TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center,LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

I have practiced medicine in Cookeville, Tn for 28 years. | am writing in support of TN Heart’s C.O.N. for
an outpatent caraiovascular surgery center.

This group of physicians have been an integral part of our medical community for over 30 years. Their
professionalism is exemplary in meeting the cardiovascular n(feds of the entire region. The addition of a

free-standing cardiovascular center keeps our medical comm inity on the cutting edge of availabie
senvires for the natiants nf nur reginn

I have worked with TN Heart as a physician colleague and a patient. | recommend, without reservation.
the requested expansion of services in our community.

Thank you for your consideration.

R Colline M D FACS

Cookeville Urology, PLLC

P

254 WEST 7th STREET « COOKEVILLE, TN 38501

PHONE 931-520-6270 * FAX 931-520-6286 ©* TOLL-FREE 1-866-376-5649
|
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Mr. Logan Grant
Executive Director
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street
Nashville, TN 37243

August 16, 2026

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

As a surgical specialist practicin
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Joseph A. Jestus M.D.

Tier 1 Neurosurgery



August 17,2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor

502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery
Center, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

[ am a patient of TN Heart writing to support its project to establish a surgery center in Cookeville
providing outpatient cardiac catheterization and related heart procedures.

I had a diagnosis of Atrial Fibrillation in 2022. Dr. Mark Wathen performed my heart ablation
surgery in February of 2023. My heart ablation surgery went well, and I have annual checkups.

Currently, there are only two options for cardiac catheterizations in our area, and both are hospitals.
This means longer wait times for care, an unfamiliar and stressful environment, higher medical
care costs, or, worse, driving to Knoxville or Nashville for cardiovascular procedures. Having the
option to receive my heart care team’s high-quality care in a convenient, safe, and lower cost
outpatient setting would make a real difference for me and other patients and families in our area.

[ have trusted the TN Heart team with my care for over 5 years. As part of our community, they
know that access to affordable, timely heart care matters. I ask the Health F acilities Commission
to approve TN Heart’s application and give patients in the Upper Cumberland region a choice for
essential cardiac care.

[ have a sister and close friend whose lives were saved because of the close proximity of the
Tennessee Heart doctors. The Cookeville area’s population is growing rapidly and there is an
increasing need for additional medical facilities. A few minutes can mean the difference between
life and death.

I plead with you to allow Tennessee Heart to grow so that lives may be saved including my sister,

my friends and myself.
Sincerely, E 1 M

Charles A. Sewell
TN Heart Patient



Medical Clinic

(931) 823-3030
5751 Bradford Hicks Drive , Livingston, TN 38570

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor

502 Deaderick Street

Nashville TN 37243

Re: Support for CON Application- TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

facility. Outpatient cardiovascular procedures are now only done in the hospital
setting which severely limits availability, timeliness, and the by rgeoning quantity of
these vital procedures due to the full capacity of the hospital in Cookeville.

TN Heart has been my valued and trusted colleague for care of my patients, and in
fact my own personal cardiac procedures and care (ablation, cardioversion, and stent
placement), have been provided by TN Heart.

TN Heart for Competent and timely care of our approximately 15,000 patients. A
freestanding Outpatient su g€y center will grovide more access, Mmore rapid
treatment, and more convenience for outpatients in this largely rural region of
Tennessee.

My support for this project is strong, and | urge the Commission to approve TN
Heart's CON for this project.

Sincerely,

John R. Clough, Wé FAAFP ﬁﬁz



August 18, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building. 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application ~ TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery
Center, LL.C

Dear Mr. Grant:

[ am a patient of TN Heart writing to support its project to establish a surgery center in Cookeville
providing outpatient cardiac catheterization and related heart procedures.

[ presented to the emergency room at Cookeville Regional Medical Center on October 10, 2024
after an episode of ventricular tachycardia. I experienced another episode in the emergency room
and another in the Cardiac Catheterization Lab after a successfully completed arteriogram. [ had
a pacemaker/defibrillator, ICD, implant surgery. [ know how important and life-saving it is to
have a Cardiac Catheterization Lab available to patients.

Currently, there are only two options for cardiac catheterizations in our area. and both are hospitals.
This means longer wait times for care, an unfamiliar and stressful environment, higher medical
care costs, or, worse, driving to Knoxville or Nashville for cardiovascular procedures. Having the
option to receive my heart care team’s high-quality care in a convenient, safe and lower cost
outpatient setting would make a real difference for me and other patients and families in our area,

I'believe God uses Tennessee Heart and the team to provide healing to those they serve. I recently
had an episode of polymorphic ventricular tachycardia at my home. Because of the device implant
that initiated a shock to my heart, I am alive and well with no complications. I am thankful that
cardiac care is available in our rural area and Tennessee Heart is providing exceptional care. I am
living proofl

I have trusted the TN Heart team with my care for almost two years now. As part of our
community, they know that access to affordable, timely heart care matters. I ask the Health
Facilities Commission to approve TN Heart’s application and give patients in the Upper
Cumberland region a choice for essential cardiac care.

Sincerely.

ﬁ@w a&m
Glenda C. Davis
TN Heart Patient
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08/14/2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular
Surgery Center, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

As a primary care physician practicing in the Upper Cumberland region for 6 years, I
write in support of TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to establish a
cardiovascular-focused surgery center in Cookeville, offering outpatient cardiac
catheterization, cardiac device implantation, electrophysiology and peripheral
vascular services.

TN Heart is a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community, and I
regularly send my patients to their cardiologists for evaluation and treatment of their
cardiovascular disease. These patients often require the procedures TN Heart
proposes to offer in its surgery center — cardiac catheterizations,cardiac ablations,
electrophysiology studies, and cardiac device implantation. Today, these procedures
are only available in the hospital setting. But, our hospitals are already at capacity
and cannot meet the Upper Cumberland region’s growing need for cardiovascular
services.

Adding a freestanding outpatient surgery center benefits patients and healthcare



providers in our community. Heart disease is the leading cause of death in Tennessee
and in the service area, and the demographics of our patient population only increase
these risks. Patients live in rural areas with limited access to medical care, and we
have a rapidly increasing elderly population. This project improves access to timely,
affordable, and high-quality care through a familiar provider team.

My patients consistently report positive experiences with TN Heart’s physician and
staff. This project reiterates their commitment to our patients and fills a strong need
in our community. I urge the Commission to approve TN Heart’s project.

Sincerely, /@

Steven Alexander
Medical Director

Tennessee Primary Care
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Joseph A. Jestus, M.D. I N s T I T U T E

Walter J. Jermakowicz, M.D. A MEMBER OF THE CAMPBELL CLINIC FAMILY

September 1, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor

502 Deadrick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Mr. Grant:

As an Orthopaedic Surgeon practicing in the Upper Cumberland region for 22 years, | am writing to
support TN Heart's Certificate of Need application to establish a cardiovascular-focused surgery center
in Cookeville. This facility proposes to offer outpatient cardiac catheterization, cardiac device
implantation, electrophysiology, and peripheral vascular services.

TN Heart has a long history of being a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community, and |
regularly refer my patients to their ca rdiologists. Many of my patients require the aforementioned
procedures. Currently, these procedures are only available in a hospital setting. However, our local
hospitals are at capacity and cannot meet the regijon's growing need for cardiovascular services.

Adding a freestanding cardiovascular outpatient surgery center will significantly benefit both patients
and providers. Heart disease remains the leading cause of death in Tennessee, and our demographic
trends exacerbate this risk. We have a rapidly growing elderly population, many of whom live in rural
areas with limited access to medical care. This proposed project will improve access to timely,
affordable, and high-quality care through a familiar provider team.

My patients consistently report positive experiences with TN Heart's physicians and staff. As a
healthcare provider, | am grateful to entrust my patients' cardiac care to such an outstanding group of
medical professionals.

This project fills a critical, growing need in our community and reflects TN Heart's continued
commitment to our patients. | wholeheartedly urge the Commission to approve the Certificate of Need
for the proposed TN Heart surgery cent

Gregory Roberts, M.D.



Lauren M. Gaffney
Igaffney@bassberry.com
(615) 742-7824

September 16, 2026

VIA EMAIL ONLY
Logan Grant
Executive Director
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
502 Deaderick Street, 9th Floor
Nashville, TN 37243
logan.grant@tn.gov

Re: TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC — Certificate of Need
Application (CN2607-017)

Dear Mr. Grant:

Enclosed please find a packet of support letters for the above-referenced project. Thank
you for your attention to this matter, and please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any
questions about the attached.

Regards,
Lauren M. Gaffney

cc: Phillip Earhart (Phillip.M.Earhart@tn.gov)
HFC Staff (hsda.staff@tn.gov)

Enclosures

21 Platform Way South, Suite 3500
Nashville, TN 37203
bassberry.com



Atria Health Cookeville Support Letters
CN2607-017

Business and Community Leaders

Chad Anderson, Community Member

Lisa Bumbalough, Public Health Director — Putnam County, TN

Ed Butler, State Representative, District 41

Michael Hale, State Representative, District 40

Dr. J. Scott McKinney, Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church, Cookeville

Sullivan K. Smith, MD, FACEP, Medical Director — Putnam County Emergency Medical
Services

Steve Tiebout, The River Community Church

TN Heart Patients

Rodney Mathis, TN Heart Patient
Christopher Ricci, TN Heart Patient
Rosa E. Scarlett, TN Heart Patient
Tom Stephens, TN Heart Patient

Physicians and Other Healthcare Providers

Richard P. Borge, Jr., MD, AMS Cardiovascular ASC

Ernest G. Buchanan IV, MD, Summit Medical Group — Upper Cumberland

Steven S. Gubin, MD, FACC, Stern Cardiovascular Center, PA

Apryl M. Hall, MD, Hall on Call

Hima Kona, MD, TN Lung and Sleep Center

Gary Militana, MD, Mid South Diagnostic Imaging

Carlos Podesta, MD, FACC, Medical Director, TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC
Vijay Rupanagudi, MD, TN Lung and Sleep Center

Jeffrey Schoondyke, MD, MPH, FACC, CCDS, Medical Director, Karing Hearts
Cardiology Heart & Vascular Center

Christopher S. Sewell, MD, Sewell Family Practice

Colin G. Smith, DO, Father and Son Family Medicine Clinic

Trueman D. Smith, MD, Father and Son Family Medicine Clinic

Lori A. Thomas-Steward, DO

Mark Wathen, MD, FACC, EP Medical Director, TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC
Kenneth W. Wood, MD, Kenneth W. Wood, MD, LLC

Sarah G. Worley, MD, Summit Medical Group — Cookeville




September 13, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor

502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery
Center, LL.C

Dear Mr. Grant:

As a member of the Upper Cumberland community, I am writing to support TN Heart and its
project to establish a surgery center in Cookeville providing outpatient cardiac catheterization and
related heart procedures.

Currently, there are only two options for cardiac catheterizations in our area, and both are hospitals.
This means longer wait times for care, an unfamiliar and stressful environment, higher medical
care costs, or, worse, driving to Knoxville or Nashville for cardiovascular procedures. Having the
option to receive my heart care team’s high-quality care in a convenient, safe and lower cost
outpatient setting would make a real difference for me and other patients and families in our area.

Our community has trusted the TN Heart team with my care for several years. As part of our
community, they know that access to affordable, timely heart care matters. I ask the Health
Facilities Commission to approve TN Heart’s application and give patients in the Upper
Cumberland region a choice for essential cardiac care.

Sincerel}%é

Chad Anderson
6600 Ensor Creek Road
Baxter, TN 38544



TN
.Health

Putnam County Health Department

August 16, 2026

Logan Grant, Executive Director
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor

502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application
TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

As the Director of a Community Health Center in the Upper Cumberland Region for 26 years, | write in
support of TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to establish a local cardiovascular-focused surgery
center in Cookeville, offering outpatient cardiac catheterization, cardiac device implantation,
electrophysiology, and peripheral vascular services.

Our Community Health Center regularly refers patients to TN Heart for evaluation and treatment of their
cardiovascular disease. These patients often require the procedures TN Heart proposes to offer at its
surgery center — cardiac catheterizations, cardiac ablations, electrophysiology studies, and cardiac
device implantation. Currently, these procedures are only available in the hospital setting.

TN Heart is a trusted provider and has been a valuable Public Health partner for over 18 years. In this
rural region, patients face numerous barriers to healthcare, including transportation and financial
burdens. To address these barriers, numerous TN Heart providers regularly volunteer in our clinic to
treat these individuals during their primary care visits at the health center. They consistently serve the
community and seek opportunities to improve health outcomes in this rural region.

As you know, heart disease is the leading cause of death in Tennessee, and the demographics of our
patient population only increase these risks. Upper Cumberland Region is a large rural area with
limited access to medical care. A freestanding outpatient surgery center will tremendously

benefit patients and healthcare providers in our community. This project improves access

to timely, affordable, and high-quality care through a familiar provider team.

Putnam County Community Health Center | Putham County Health Department
701 County Services Drive, Cookeville, TN 38501
Tel: (931) 528-2531 | tn.gov/health



Putnam County Community Health Center patients consistently report positive feedback with TN
Heart’'s physicians and staff, not only when being treated in our clinic, but also at TN Heart facility. This
project reiterates their commitment to patients in the Upper Cumberland and fills a strong need in our
community. | appreciate your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Lisa Bumbaloughv

Lisa Bumbalough
Public Health Director, Putnam County

Putnam County Community Health Center | Putham County Health Department
701 County Services Drive, Cookeville, TN 38501
Tel: (931) 528-2531 | tn.gov/health



Member of Committees:

Ed Butler
STATE REPRESENTATIVE Transportation Full (Vice
425 Rep. John 'Le'wis Wz}y, N. Tranggsi‘l;:\??;llz Sub
Cordell Hull Building, Suite 578 State/Local Full

Nashville, TN 37243

(615) 741-1260 Cities & Counties Sub

Houge of Representatiues
State of Tennessee

NASHVILLE
August 31, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant Executive Director
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery
Center, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

I write to express my support for TN Heart’s project to establish a surgery center for
outpatient cardiac catheterization services and other procedures in the Upper Cumberland
region.

The physical, emotional, and financial challenges that come with heart disease are not
unique to my constituents; they reflect the same challenges that patients and families
throughout the Upper Cumberland region face. TN Heart has been a trusted provider of
cardiovascular care within the community for over 30 years and they understand the
challenges and medical needs of the area.

Accessing TN Heart’s high-quality care in an outpatient surgery center setting would make
a big difference in the lives of many of my constituents, providing greater physical and
financial peace of mind.



[ urge the Commission to approve this important project and allow TN Heart to better serve
patients and families in the Upper Cumberland region.

Respectfully,

=

State Representative Ed Butler
House District 41



MICHAEL HALE

STATE REPRESENTATIVE s COMMERCE
40TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

COMMITTEES:

5 LOCAL GOVERNMENT
425 REP. JOHN LEWIS WAY N. Houge of merBEBntatIUBE A ——
SUITE 672, CORDELL HULL BLDG. :
AT State of Tennessee BUSINESS & UTLTIES

OFFICE: (615) 741-2192 NASHVILLE

rep.michael.hale @capitol.tn.gov

CITIES & COUNTIES

September 14, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor

502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC
(CN2607-017)

Dear Mr. Grant:

On behalf of residents in Tennessee House District 40, which includes Cannon, DeKalb, Jackson, Smith
and Wilson Counties, I write this letter in strong support of TN Heart’s CON application to establish a
cardiovascular-focused surgery center in Cookeville.

As a DeKalb County native, longtime operator of a family funeral home, and pastor, I see and hear daily
the challenges patients and families in the Upper Cumberland region face in accessing cardiovascular
care. Not only are patients limited to undergoing necessary cardiac procedures in a hospital setting, in
many cases, they face months-long wait times or travel to Knoxville or Nashville for cardiac care. In a
region with a rapidly growing and aging patient population, the ability to access cardiac catheterization
services and other procedures in a more convenient, lower cost surgery center setting is essential.

Clinical research from leading industry organizations and federal reimbursement standards support that
the procedures TN Heart seeks to offer can be safely performed in a surgery center. And, as a trusted
provider of cardiovascular care in the Upper Cumberland region for over 30 years, TN Heart is well-
equipped to implement the policies and procedures necessary to deliver high-quality, patient-centered
care consistently.

TN Heart’s project is a critical addition to the Upper Cumberland region’s healthcare system, and I
respectfully ask the Commission to approve its CON application.

Sincerely,

[

Representative Michael Hale
District 40



Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9® Floor

502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Mr. Grant,

[ am writing to express the urgent need for a dedicated heart surgery center capable of supporting appropriate out-
patient cardiac procedures in our rural community. Residents in rural areas ofien face significant barriers to cardio-
vascular care, including long travel distances, limited access to specialists, delayed appointmenits, and increased
financial and emotional strain on patients and families.

Heart disease remains one of the most serious health challenges facing rural populations and impacts families with-
in our congregation. The rising costs of medical care impact all families but are particularly hard on senior adults
living on fixed incomes.

By allowing TN Heart to establish an cutpatient heart surgery center locally, they would be able to close the gap by
providing timely access to cardiac evaluations, minimally invasive procedures when clinically appropriate, pre-
operative and post-operative care, and coordinated follow-up. Such a center would reduce unnecessary wait time,
support earlier intervention, ease pressure on emergency transport systems, and help keep care connected to local
physicians that patients know and trust. - s

I respectfully urge you to consider supporting the development of TN Heart’s Surgery Center for outpatient proce-
dures in our rural area. Our residents deserve access to timely, high-quality cardiovascular care, and this invest-
ment would reduce hardship and ultimately improve health outcomes for many families.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and commitment to the health of owr commumity. [ urge the Commission
to approve this important project and allow TN Heart to better serve patients and families in the Upper Cumberland
region.

Sincerely,

“Dr. 1. Scott McKinne
Senior Pastor First Baptist Church, Cookeville

18 South Walnut Avenue - Cockeville, Tennessee 38501 - {931) 526-7108 - www.cookevillefirst.com




Seplember 2, 2026

Mr. Lewan Grant

Executive Director

Tennesses Health Facilites Commission
Andrew Jacksan Building, %ih Floor
502 Deadenck Street

Mashville, TN 37243

Ke: Support for Certificate of Mecd Application = TN eart Cardiovascular Surgery
Center, LLC (CN2607-017)

xzar Mr. Grant:

Please accept this letter in support of the CON agpheation of TH Heart Cardiovascular Surgery
Center, LLC. I have practiced emergency medicing in Cookeville, T for morne than 35 years, |
am very Tamihar with the cardiovascular care delivered in the Upper Cumberlands by ihe
Tennesses Heart physician speciahsts. Over the vears, 1 have had several Tumily members who
have i vanous cardiovascular care 1ssues and needs. Each received superh care from varioes
Tennessee Heart physicians. Never was there a thought about going elsewhere Tor their
cardiclogy care,

The new cardiovascular surgery center as proposed is a logicn] next step 1o expand (he quality
care provided by Tennessee Heart, Outpatient eardialomy services and procedures as planned by
Tennessee Heort wall provide better aceess to many cardize services currently locally avalnble
only in the hospital seting. 1t s my belief that the demand for such an outpatient center 15
significant and growing

[t is my hope tht you wall pive careful consideration 1o Tennessee Heart®s current surgery cenler
applicanon. 1 respectlully necommend that you prant the Certificate of Mecd for the TH Heart
Cardiowascular Surgery Center, LLC.

Respectfully,

Sullivan K ith,
Medical Darector
Putnam County Emergency Medical Services



theRiver

COMMUNITY CHURCH

September 9t", 2026
Mr. Logan Grant
Executive Director
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9t" Floor
502 Deaderick Street
Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular
Surgery Center, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

| want to express my support for TN Heart Surgery Center for out-patient cardiac
catheterization services here in Cookeville Tn. | had a heart attack five years ago,
and the services from TN Heart were outstanding they truly saved my life. |
believe in their diligence and preparation and their desire to see what’s best for
the patient. As a pastor in the local community, | have had a lot of our members
get cardiovascular care at TN Heart and | would say every one of them has had a
great experience.

I don’t fully understand all that goes into the medical side of providing service for
a surgery center for outpatient cardiac care, but | do know this, the Upper
Cumberland is growing, and we need that availability to be accessible quickly
when there is a heart incident. So, | would ask that you would consider this
approval so that those in the Upper Cumberland could have access to those
faculties on a regular basis.

Thank you very much,
Steve Tiebout

M |

The River Community Church

1200 Miracle Road | Cookeville, TN | 38506 | 931-528-3660




September 13, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery

Center, LL.C

Dear Mr. Grant:

I'am a patient of TN Heart writin g 1o support its project to establish a surgery center in Cookeville

providing outpatient cardiac catheterization and related heart procedures,

Currently, there are only two options for cardiac catheterizations in our arca, and both are hospitals.
This means longer wait times for care, an unfamiliar and stressful environment, higher medical
care costs, or, worse, driving to Knoxville or Nashville for cardiovascular procedures. H aving the

option to receive my heart care team’s high-quality care in a convenient, safe and lg
outpatient setting would make a real difference for me and other patients and families in

wer cost
our area.

I have trusted the TN Heart team with my care for 10 years. As part of our community, they know

that access to affordable, timely heart care matters. I ask the Health Facilities Comm
approve TN Heart’s application and give patients in the Upper Cumberland region a ¢

essential cardiac care.
A

Rodney Mathis

(215" _582 Bloomington Road
Baxter, TN 38544
TN Heart Patient

Sincerely,

ission to
hoice for




9/11/2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery
Center, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

I am a patient of TN Heart writing to support its project to establish a surgery center in Cookeville
providing outpatient cardiac catheterization and related heart procedures. | first encountered
Doctor Mariano Battaglia five years ago when | was 52 years old and having chest pains. Two of
my brothers had recently had heart attacks and | was so worried that | too was experiencing one.
Having grown up in Boston and worked at Children’s Hospital in the Longwood Medical section
of the city, the single largest factor that made me hesitate in moving to Cookeville was lack of
appropriate medical facilities. While Tennessee Heart provided the utmost in care | realized that
they were hindered not by their abilities but due to resources. The older I get, the more pressing
this need is for me personally. | feel that Cookeville has everything I am looking for in a new
home town except for this one critical area.

Currently, there are only two options for cardiac catheterizations in our area, and both are hospitals.
This means longer wait times for care, an unfamiliar and stressful environment, higher medical
care costs, or, worse, driving to Knoxville or Nashville for cardiovascular procedures. Having the
option to receive my heart care team’s high-quality care in a convenient, safe and lower cost
outpatient setting would make a real difference for me and other patients and families in our area.

Having recently discovered that | am facing long-term health challenges the shortfalls in facilities
and equipment has become even more apparent. The personalized care and aide that | have
received for TN Heart is fabulous but without the needed facilities these wonderful medical
professionals are shackled in what the can do for me and my neighbors.

I have trusted the TN Heart team with my care for five years. As part of our community, they know
that access to affordable, timely heart care matters. | ask the Health Facilities Commission to
approve TN Heart’s application and give patients in the Upper Cumberland region a choice for
essential cardiac care.

Sincerely,

Christopher Ricci
New York Times bestselling author and TN Heart Patient






September 8, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor

502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery
Center, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

I am a patient of TN Heart writing to support its project to establish a surgery center in Cookeville
providing outpatient cardiac catheterization and related heart procedures.

In June 2024, Dr. Corniel was able to find a blocked artery in my heart. He and his team of doctors
were able to place a stent and have me back to normal activity within weeks of the procedure. I
am grateful for their team of doctors and staff. They have added years to my life and given me
more time with my family and friends. '

Currently, there are only two options for cardiac catheterizations in our area, and both are hospitals.
This means longer wait times for care, an unfamiliar and stressful environment, higher medical
care costs, or, worse, driving to Knoxville or Nashville for cardiovascular procedures. Having the
option to receive my heart care team’s high-quality care in a convenient, safe and lower cost
outpatient setting would make a real difference for me and other patients and families in our area.

I have trusted the TN Heart team with my care for 5 years. As part of our community, they know
that access to affordable, timely heart care matters. I ask the Health Facilities Commission to
approve TN Heart’s application and give patients in the Upper Cumberland region a choice for
essential cardiac care.

Sincerely, -

Tom Stephens
TN Heart Patient



AMS Cardiovascular ASC, PC

{ AMS 507 Prudential Road, Suite 101A

Horsham, PA 19044

CARDIOVASCULAR ASC (215)-714-7116

September 1, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor

502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application - TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery
Center, LLC (CN2607-017)

Dear Mr. Grant:

As a board-certified cardiac electrophysiologist at AMS Cardiology and Medical Director of
AMS Cardiovascular Surgery Center, | write to express our practice’s enthusiastic support
for TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to establish a cardiovascular-focused
ambulatory surgical treatment center (ASTC) in Cookeville.

TN Heart is experiencing today what AMS Cardiology faced four years ago: insufficient
operating room capacity at local hospitals, resulting in unnecessary cardiac care delays for
patients. In October 2024, we partnered with Atria Health to establish AMS Cardiovascular
Surgery Center and reduce these barriers to patient care, offering the same scope of
cardiovascular care as TN Heart’s proposed project. The results have been transformative
- most of our patients can now be scheduled for outpatient diagnostic catheterization
procedures and electrophysiology procedures in one business day.

Just as with Stern Cardiovascular’s recently approved Memphis ASTC project, we know
firsthand that the solution TN Heart proposes—an independent, physician-led ASTC
developed in partnership with Atria Health—delivers measurable results. Our patients
consistently prefer the surgery center setting, and our quality metrics reinforce that patient
safety is a top priority. Our surgery center is Joint Commission-accredited, our facility
inspections to date have been deficiency-free, and more than 99% of our patients are
discharged directly home from the ASTC. Statistics like these highlight Atria Health’s track
record of collaborating with its physician partners to develop the comprehensive policies
and procedures necessary to ensure patients receive care in the clinically appropriate
setting.



AMS Cardiovascular ASC, PC
AM S 507 Prudential Road, Suite 101A
Horsham, PA 19044

CARDIOVASCULAR ASC (215)-714-7116

We respectfully urge the Commission to approve TN Heart’s application and allow patients
in Tennessee’s Upper Cumberland region to experience the same benefits that AMS
Cardiovascular Surgery Center brought to our community: faster access to life-saving
cardiac care, reduced costs, and uncompromised quality.

Richard P. Borge, Jr., M.D.
Partner, AMS Cardiology
Medical Director, AMS Cardiovascular ASC



Upper Cumberland Family Physicians

Jane Anne Gotcher, MD
Emest G. Buchanan, IV MD

Katherine Little, FNP
Abby Thornton, FNP
Haley King, AGACNP

1101 Neal St
Cookeville, TN 38501
Phone (931) 528-7797
Fax (833) 449-5334

SUMMIT MEDICAL GROUP
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
1275 Dick Lonas Rd, Suite 201
Knoxville, TN 37909

Phone (865) 584-4747

Fax (865) 584-1363

www.summitmedical.com

OFFICERS

Brad Rogers, MHA

Chief Executive Olfficer

Tim Lawson, CPA

Chief Financial Olfficer

Rachael Britt-McGraw, CHCIO, CDH-E
Chief Information Olfficer

Valerie Walls, SHRM-SCP

Chief Human Resources Officer

Wendy Ferrell-Smith, MHI
Chief Value-Based Care Olfficer

SUMMIT

MEDICAL GROUP

August 14, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular
Surgery Center, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

[ am a simple country doctor with 26 years of experience in the Upper Cumberland, and
I write in support of TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to establish a
cardiovascular-focused surgery center in Cookeville, offering outpatient cardiac
catheterization, cardiac device implantation, electrophysiology and peripheral vascular
services.

TN Heart is a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community, and I send my
patients to their cardiologists for evaluation and treatment of their cardiovascular
disease. These patients often require the procedures TN Heart proposes to offer in its
surgery center — cardiac catheterizations, cardiac ablations, electrophysiology studies,
and cardiac device implantation. Today, these procedures are only available in the
hospital setting. Our hospitals are already at capacity and cannot meet the Upper
Cumberland region’s growing need for cardiovascular services. Cookeville growth has
outpaced anyone’s plans and timely access to these important procedures is at risk
without additional capacity. There is an opportunity to lower overall cost of care for
these complicated cases. Tennessee Heart currently sees TennCare patients and
Medicaid patients and many cardiac centers do not. I expect them to continue to be
available for these high-risk patients and in that context support this CON fully.

The Upper Cumberland is aging and growing faster than current infrastructure is ready
to support.

Sincerely,

TENNESSEE

NOTARY
%PUBLIC W




Stern Cardiovascular Center, PA

EXCELLENCE IN CARDIOVASCULAR MEDICINE, RESEARCH AND PATIENT CARE

September 2, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC (CN2607-017)

Dear Mr. Grant:

On behalf of Stern Cardiovascular, I write in strong support of TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to
establish a cardiovascular-focused ambulatory surgical treatment center (ASTC) in Cookeville. This project will
provide patients in the Upper Cumberland region with the same access to high-quality outpatient cardiovascular
procedures that our Shelby County patients will gain through our recently approved ASTC project. As co-
owners of the TN Heart project, Stern is proud to partner with the TN Heart physicians and our manager, Atria
Health, to develop a much-needed cardiovascular center of excellence serving Cookeville and surrounding
communities.

Like our Shelby County ASTC project, TN Heart’s ASTC will enable a well-established cardiovascular group to
address a critical patient care need they encounter daily. Currently, patients in the Upper Cumberland region can
only undergo necessary cardiovascular procedures in an inpatient hospital setting — even when those procedures
can be safely and effectively performed on an outpatient basis. Making matters worse, the two hospitals offering
cardiac catheterization services operate well-above full capacity, forcing patients to endure extended wait times
for non-emergent cardiovascular procedures.

The Commission recognized this very need in July when it unanimously approved our Shelby County ASTC
project, and there is every reason to reach the same conclusion here. Approval of TN Heart’s project will deliver
clear clinical and financial benefits for all service area patients: care delivered in a setting that matches patient
needs, reduced costs for patients and payors alike, and preserved hospital capacity for patients who truly require
inpatient treatment.

For these reasons, we respectfully urge the Commission to approve this project.
Sincerely,

Steven S. Gubin, M.D., FA.C.C.

President

The Stern Cardiovascular Center, P.A.



Hall on Call

Pediatric Hospitalist Services
Apryl M. Hall, MD
3578 Rolling Hills Rd.
Cookeville, TN 38506
931-510-0507

September 6, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center,
LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

I am a physician and a life-long resident of Cookeville. Over the years | have held multiple
leadership positions within our local hospital system. From that perspective, | write in strong
support of TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to open a surgery center for outpatient
cardiac procedures.

TN Heart has been a cornerstone of cardiac care in the Upper Cumberland region for 32 years.
Throughout that time, the physicians and staff have consistently delivered high-quality, patient-
centered care and have earned the trust of countless families, including my own. They are not
merely a medical practice; they are a true community stronghold.

Our population has grown significantly and has outpaced the capacity of existing hospital-based
services. As a result, patients often face delays in accessing timely advanced cardiac care. A
surgery center dedicated to these procedures would allow more people in our community to receive
the care they need more quickly, in a convenient and efficient setting, without the unnecessary
barriers that currently exist.

This service would be invaluable. Expanding access through a specialized outpatient facility will
reduce wait times, improve continuity of care, and better serve the growing number of residents
who depend on TN Heart. Approving this Certificate of Need will strengthen cardiac care capacity
in a region that clearly needs it.

I respectfully urge the Commission to approve TN Heart’s application. The physicians and team
have demonstrated decades of commitment to this community, and this expansion is a logical and



necessary next step to meet the needs of the patients they have served so well for more than three
decades.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

ol

Apryl Hall, MD
Hall on Call



TN LUNG AND SLEEP CENTER

135 W 3RD ST | COOKEVILLE TN
PHONE: (931) 202 3697
FAX: (833) 944 0207

EMAIL TWITTER HANDLE TELEPHONE LINKEDIN URL




Aug. 14, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center,
LLC :

Dear Mr. Grant:

As a local radiologist practicing in the Upper Cumberland region for more than 30 years, I write
in support of TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to establish a cardiovascular-focused
surgery center in Cookeville, offering outpatient cardiac catheterization, cardiac device
implantation, electrophysiology and peripheral vascular services.

I am not only a radiologist but a patient, along with my wife, of TN Heart and greatly appreciate
their services.

TN Heart is a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community, and my patients speak
highly of their experience with the TN Heart physicians. These patients often require the
procedures TN Heart proposes to offer in its surgery center — cardiac catheterizations, cardiac
ablations, electrophysiology studies, and cardiac device implantation. Today, these procedures are
only available in the hospital setting; but our hospitals are already at capacity and cannot meet the
Upper Cumberland region’s growing need for cardiovascular services.

Adding a freestanding outpatient surgery center benefits patients and healthcare providers in our
community. Heart disease is the leading cause of death in Tennessee and in the service area, and
the demographics of our patient population only increase these risks. Patients live in rural areas
with limited access to medical care, and we have a rapidly increasing elderly population. This
project improves access to timely, affordable, and high-quality care through a familiar provider
team.

My patients consistently report positive experiences with TN Heart’s physician and staff. This
project reiterates their commitment to our patients and fills a strong need in our community. Iurge

the Commission to approve TN Heart’s project. R
Sincerely, M §>

Gary tana, M.D.

Mid South Diagnostic Imaging
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August 31, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center,
LLC (CN2607-017)

Dear Mr., Grant:

My name is Dr. Carlos Podesta, and I am a board-certified interventional cardiologist practicing
with TN Heart. I am honored to serve as the Medical Director for TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery
Center, a proposed cardiovascular-focused ambulatory surgical treatment center (ASTC) our
practice is developing to better serve our patients in Cookeville and the surrounding areas.
Bringing together three leaders in cardiovascular care, including our practice, Stern
Cardiovascular, and Atria Health, the project will deliver high-quality, comprehensive ambulatory
cardiovascular services in a freestanding ASTC setting.

Consistent with the Commission’s July 2026 approval of Stern’s parallel Shelby County project,
our application aligns with current clinical standards and payor coverage policies. Extensive
evidence from leading professional organizations — including the American College of Cardiology
and the Society for Cardiovascular Angiography & Interventions — demonstrates the safety and
efficacy of performing the proposed cardiovascular procedures in outpatient settings. As a result,
nationwide, we are seeing increasing numbers of diagnostic and therapeutic cardiac
catheterizations and electrophysiology procedures shift from hospitals to surgery center
environments, improving patient access while maintaining excellent outcomes.

From a clinical perspective, I can personally attest to the safety of performing these procedures in
our proposed ASTC. Working alongside Atria Health, TN Heart will implement comprehensive,
industry-leading safety protocols, including rigorous patient selection criteria, anesthesia oversi ght
by qualified providers, transfer agreements with nearby inpatient facilities, onsite advanced life
support capabilities, radiation safety measures, sterile processing standards, and continuous quality
monitoring. These safeguards will ensure high-quality, patient-centered care at all times.



Our practice is committed to bringing these evidence-based approaches to cardiovascular care to
the Upper Cumberland region, expanding access for patients who cyerently must endure long wait
times and travel significant distances for these services, We respe¢ts the Commission to
approve our Certificate of Need application.

TN Heart Cardioyadéular Surgery Center,
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Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor

502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC
(CN2607-017)

Dear Mr. Grant:

On behalf of Karing Hearts Cardiology, | write in strong support of Stern Cardiovascular’s Cookeville-
based cardiovascular surgery center project, TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center. As the Medical
Director of an established, freestanding cardiac catheterization laboratory, | can speak directly to the
transformative benefits such facilities provide to patients and communities.

As | shared at the Commission’s July meeting approving Stern’s Shelby County ASTC project, creating
non-hospital, outpatient options for cardiovascular services, including cardiac catheterizations and EP
procedures, is critical for all Tennesseans. This need is particularly acute in the Upper Cumberland
region, where like in our Johnson City practice, the majority of patients live in rural areas with limited
access to specialized cardiovascular medical care.

The results from our freestanding cardiac catheterization laboratory speak for themselves: in less than
one year, the cardiac catheterizations and device implants performed at our facility saved Medicare $1.5
million and reduced our patients’ out-of-pocket medical costs by more than $500,000 — all while
maintaining an exemplary safety record and the highest quality patient care. | am confident TN Heart’s
project will achieve similar results. Patients across the Upper Cumberland region will receive
cardiovascular care tailored to their needs in a convenient, outpatient setting, while increasing the
hospitals’ capacity to serve patients requiring emergent, inpatient, or high-acuity care.

TN Heart has served Cookeville and the surrounding communities for more than three decades, earning
the trust of patients throughout the region. Based on our experience, | am certain that Cookeville-area
patients will realize the same meaningful improvements in access, affordability, and quality of care that
our patients have.

701 N. State of Franklin, Ste 2
Johnson City, TN 37604 —423.926.4468
www.karingheartscardiology.com



For these reasons, | respectfully and strongly urge the Commission to approve TN Heart's Certificate of
Need application.

Sincerely,

leffrey Schoondyke, M.D., M.P.H., F.A.C.C., C.C.D.S.
Medical Director
Karing Hearts Cardiology Heart & Vascular Center

701 N. State of Franklin, Ste 2
Johnson City, TN 37604 —423.526.4468
www.karingheartscardiology.com



C.S. Sewell, M.D., P.C.

341 West Central Avenue ¢ P.O.Box 1320
| Jamestown, TN 38556
Office: (931) 879-9892
Fax: (931) 879-9893
August 14, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director f‘
Tennessee Health Facilities Commiission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Cloor
502 Deaderick Street 4
Nashville, TN 37243

RE: Support for Certificate of Need Application - TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery
Center, LLC

Dear Mr Grant:

As g primary care physician prachcmg in the Upper Cumberland region for 27 years, | write in
support of TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to establish a cardiovascular-focused
surgery center in Cookeville, offen:ng ouipatient cardiac catheterization, cardiac device
implantation, electrophysiology and peripheral vascular services. Due ’co limited availability at
Cookeville Hospital, many of my patients have to be sent to Nashville or Knoxville which
creates a burden and hardship for them.

TN Heart is a trusted provider of cardxovasou!ar care in our community, and | regularly send my
patients to their cardiologists for evalua’aon and treatment of the cardiovascular disease.

These patients often require the procedures TN Heart proposes to offer in its surgery center -
cardiac catheterizations, cardiac ablations, electrophysiology studies, and cardiac device
implantation. Today, these procedures are only available in the hospital setting. But, our
hospitals are already at capacity and cannot meet the Upper Cumberland region’s growing
need for cardiovascular services.

Adding a freestanding ou’{patsent s_urgery center benefits paﬁents and healthcare providers in
our community. Heart diesease is the leading cause of death in Tennessee and in the service
area, and the demographics of our patients population only increase these risks. Patients live
in rural areas with limited access o medical care, and we have a rapidly increasing elderly
population. This project i improves access to timely, affordable, and high quality care through a
familiar provider team. |

My patients consistently report positive experiences with TN Heart’s physician and staﬁ_.. This
project reiterates their commitmet to our patients and fills a strong need in cur community. 1
urge the Commission to approve TN Heart’s project.

Sincerely,

Christopher S. Sewell, M.D.
Sewell Family Practice



- Father & Son

Family Medicine Clinic

/ fatherandsonmedicine.com

{/ :931-854-943
August 18, 2026 3 bt

. 315 N. Washington Ave.
Dr. Trueman D. Smith Suite 210

Mr. Logan Grant Dr. Colin G. Smith
Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Cookeville, TN 38501

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery
Center, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

As a primary care physician practicing in the Upper Cumberland region for 12 years, I write in
support of TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to establish a cardiovascular-focused
surgery center in Cookeville, offering outpatient cardiac catheterization, cardiac device
implantation, electrophysiology and peripheral vascular services.

TN Heart is a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community, and I regularly send my
patients to their cardiologists for evaluation and treatment of their cardiovascular disease. These
patients often require the procedures TN Heart proposes to offer in its surgery center — cardiac
catheterizations, cardiac ablations, clectrophysiology studies, and cardiac device implantation.
Today, these procedures are only available in the hospital setting. But, our hospitals are already
at capacity and canno: meet the Upper Cumberland region’s growing need for cardiovascular
services.

Adding a freestanding outpatient surgery center benefits patients and healthcare providers in our
communify. Heart disecase is the leading cause of death in Tennessee and in the service area, and
the demographics of our patient population only increase these risks. Patients live in rural areas
with limited access to medical care, and we have a rapidly increasing elderly population. This
project improves access to timely, affordable, and high-quality care through a familiar provider
team.

My patients consistently report positive experiences with TN Heart’s physician and staff. This
project reiterates their commitment to our patients and fills a strong need in our community. |
urge the Commission to approve TN Heart’s project.

Sincerely,

Colin G. Smith, DO

Father and Son Family Medicine Clinic



Father & Son

\Family Medicine Clinig

¥ fatherandsonmedicine.com
Au rust 18 2026 kil F’hcne:931~854—9432
g ) Fax: 931-854~9434

Dr. Trueman D. Smith

Executive Director

Tennessce Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Build:ng, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery
Center, LL.C

Dear Mr. Grant:

As a primary care physician practicing in the Upper Cumberland region for 32 years, | write in
support of TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to cstablish a cardiovascular-focused
surgery center in Cookeville, offering outpatient cardiac catheterization, cardiac device
implantation, clectrophysiology and peripheral vascular services.

TN Heart is a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community, and I regularly send my
patients to their cardiologists for evaluation and treatment of their cardiovascular disease. These
patients often require tie procedures TN Heart proposes to offer in its surgery center — cardiac
catheterizations, cardia: ablations, electrophysiology studies, and cardiac device implantation.
Today, these procedures are only available in the hospital setting. But, our hospitals are already
at capacity and cannot meet the Upper Cumberland region’s growing need for cardiovascular
services.

Adding a freestanding outpatient surgery center benefits patients and healthcare providers in our
community. Heart disease is the leading cause of death in Tennessee and in the service area, and
the demographics of our patient population only increase these risks. Patients live in rural areas
with limited access to medical care, and we have a rapidly increasing elderly population. This
project improves access to timely, affordable, and high-quality care through a familiar provider
team.

My patients consistently report positive experiences with TN Heart's physician and staff. This
project reiterates their commitment to our patients and fills a strong need in our community. I
urge the Commission to approve TN Heart’s project.

/ Trueman D St.nith, M.D,

Father and Son Family Medicine Clinic

315N, Washington Ave.
Mr. Logan Grant Dr. Colin G. Smith Se 20

Cookeville, TN 38501



The Office of Dr. Lori A. Thomas
753 Humble Drive, Suite B
Cookeville, TN 38501-4201

Office: 931-520-1800
Fax: 931-372-1786

August 13, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

As a primary care physician practicing in the Upper Cumberland region for 13 years, I write in support of
TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to establish a cardiovascular-focused surgery center in
Cookeville, offering outpatient cardiac catheterization, cardiac device implantation, electrophysiology and
peripheral vascular services.

TN Heart is a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community, and I regularly send my patients
to their cardiologists for evaluation and treatment of their cardiovascular disease. These patients often
require the procedures TN Heart proposes to offer in its surgery center — cardiac catheterizations, cardiac
ablations, electrophysiology studies, and cardiac device implantation. Today, these procedures are only
available in the hospital setting. But, our hospitals are already at capacity and cannot meet the Upper
Cumberland region’s growing need for cardiovascular services.

Adding a freestanding outpatient surgery center benefits patients and healthcare providers in our
community. Heart disease is the leading cause of death in Tennessee and in the service area, and the
demographics of our patient population only increase these risks. Patients live in rural areas with limited
access to medical care, and we have a rapidly increasing elderly population. This project improves access
to timely, affordable, and high-quality care through a familiar provider team.

My patients consistently report positive experiences with TN Heart’s physician and staff. This project
reiterates their commitment to our patients and fills a strong need in our community. I urge the
Commission to approve TN Heart’s project.

Sincerely,

e o0 D B

Lori A. Thomas-Steward, D.O.
Dr. Lori A. Thomas
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September 9, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surge
LLC (CN2607-017)

Dear Mr. Grant: |
As a physician who has dedicated more than fifteen years serving patients with TN
proud to take on the role of Medical Director of F]
Cookeville cardiovascular surgery center, TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center. M
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Clinical research and evidence published by leading cardiovascular organizations, like the
American College of Cardiology, the Society for Cardiovascular Angiography & Interventions,
and the American Heart Association, strongly support the safety and efficacy of performing EP
procedures in outpatient surgery center settings. Restricting these procedures to the inpatient
hospital setting contradicts current evidence-based standards of care.

We respectfully urge the Commission to approve this project, which will serve the best interests
of our patients by significantly expanding access to higher quality, lower-cost cardiovascular care
for the people of the Upper Cumberland region.

Sincerely,

LN )

Mark Wathen, M.D., F.A.C.C.
EP Medical Director
TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery
Center, LLC




Kenneth W. Wood, M.D., LLC

August 13, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deadrick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application - TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:
As a primary care physician practicing in the Upper Cumberland region for 28 years, | write insupport of T
Certificate of Need application to establish a cardiovascular-focused surgery center in Cookeville

outpatient cardiac catheterization, cardiac device implantation, electrophysiology, and peripheralvascula

TN Heart is a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community, and | regularly send my patient

N Heart's
offering
rservices.

s to their

cardiologists for evaluation and treatment of their cardiovascular disease. These patients often require the
procedures TN Heart proposes to offer in its surgery center - cardiac catherizations, cardiac ablations,

electrophysiology studies, and cardiac device implantation. Today. these procedures are only availab

le in the

hospitalsetting. But, ourhospitals are already at capacity and cannot meet the Upper Cumberland region’s growing

need for cardiovascular services.

Adding a freestanding outpatient surgery center benefits patients and healthcare providers in our community.
Heart diseaseis theleading cause of death inTennessee and inthe service area, and the demographic of our patient
populationonly increase these risks. Patientslivein rural areas with limited access to medical care, and we havea
rapidly increasing elderly population. This project improves access to timely, affordable, and high-qﬂaiily care

through a familiar provider team.

My patients consistently report positive experiences with TN Heart's physician and staff. This project reitefates their
commitment to ourpatients and fills a strong need inour community.l urge the Commissionto approve TN Heart's

project.
Sincerely, ‘
Kenneth W. Wood, M.D. : ‘

Kenneth W. Wood, M.D., LLC

Kenneth W. Wood, M.D.

Brooke Hewett, FNP-C 315 N. Washington, Ste 130
Cookeville, TN 38501

Phone: (931)854-8880 Fax: (931)854-0919 ‘




SUMMIT MEDICAL GROUP
OF COOKEVILLE

Lori L. Austin, MD
Eric C. Lisic, DO
Beverly 8. Thomas, MD
Sarah G. Worley, MD
Lora P. Worsham, MD

Sandra Bailiff, CNP
Emily Gentry, FNP
April Looper, PA

Emily Walker, FNP

128 N. Whitney Avenue
Cookeville, TN 38501
Phone (931) 783-4600
Fax (844) 215-8510

SUMMIT ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICES

1275 Dick Lonas Rd, Suite 201
Knoxville, TN 37909

Phone (865) 584-4747
Fax (865) 584-1363

www.summitmedical.com

OFFICERS

Ed Curtis, CMPE
Chief Executive Officer
Hannah Cole, JD

Chief Legal Officer
Tim Lawson, CPA
Chief Financial Officer
Belinda Trepanier
Chief Operating Officer
Rachael Britt-McGraw
Chief Information Officer

Eric Penniman, DO
Executive Medical Director

Valerie Walls, SHRM-SCP
Chief Human Resources Officer

Wendy Ferrell-Smith, MHI
Chief Value-Based Care Officer

SUMMIT

MEDICAL GROUP

August 20, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular
Surgery Center, LL.C '

Dear Mr. Grant:

As a primary care physician practicing in the Upper Cumberland region for 6 years
and a local being born and raised in this community, I write in support of TN Heart’s
Certificate of Need application to establish a cardiovascular-focused surgery center
in Cookeville, offering outpatient cardiac catheterization, cardiac device

implantation, electrophysiology and peripheral vascular services.

TN Heart is a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community, and I
regularly send my patients to their card iologists for evaluation and treatment of their
cardiovascular disease. These patients often require the procedures TN Heart
proposes to offer in its surgery center — cardiac catheterizations, cardiac ablations,
electrophysiology studies, and cardiac device implantation. Today, these procedures
are only available in the hospital setting. But, our hospitals are already at capacity
and cannot meet the Upper Cumberland region’s growing need for cardiovascular
services.

Adding a freestanding outpatient surgery center benefits patients and healthcare
providers in our community. Heart disease is the lead ing cause of deathin Tennessee
and in the service area, and the demographics of our patient population only increase
these risks. Patients live in rural areas with limited access to medical care, and we
have a rapidly increasing elderly population. This project improves access to timely,
affordable, and high-quality care through a familiar provider team.

My patients consistently report positive experiences with TN Heart’s physician and
staff. This project reiterates their commitment to our patients and fills a strong need
in our community. I urge the Commission to approve TN Heart’s project. g

MWndrwo
arah G Worley, M.D.
Summit Medical Group, Cookeville

Sincerely,




Lauren M. Gaffney
Igaffney@bassberry.com
(615) 742-7824

September 18, 2026

VIA EMAIL ONLY
Logan Grant
Executive Director
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
502 Deaderick Street, 9th Floor
Nashville, TN 37243
logan.grant@tn.gov

Re: TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC - Certificate of Need
Application (CN2607-017)

Dear Mr. Grant:

Enclosed please find a packet of letters and petitions expressing support for the above-
referenced project. Thank you for your attention to this matter, and please do not hesitate to contact
us if you have any questions about the attached.

Regards,
Lauren M. Gaffney

cc: Phillip Earhart (Phillip.M.Earhart@tn.gov)
HFC Staff (hsda.staff@tn.gov)

Enclosures

21 Platform Way South, Suite 3500
Nashville, TN 37203
bassberry.com



TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center Support Letters
CN2607-017

Support Letter
Bobby Davis, Senior Pastor — Life Church

Community Support Petition
Signatures from 139 community members

Patient Support Petition
Signatures from 64 TN Heart patients




WWW.LIVELIFE.CHURCH

September 17, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor

502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center,
LLC

Dear Mr. Grant,

As Senior Pastor of Life Church in Cookeville, I write to express my support for Tennessee Heart’s
project to establish a surgery center for outpatient cardiac catheterization services and other
procedures in the Upper Cumberland region.

Heart disease touches nearly every family in our congregation as do the rising costs of medical
care, especially for our senior members living on fixed incomes. These challenges are not unique
to our congregation. They reflect the same challenges that patients and families throughout the
Upper Cumberland region face. As a trusted provider of cardiovascular care in our community for
over 30 years, Tennessee Heart understands these challenges and the medical needs of Cookeville
and surrounding areas.

Having visited many church members in the hospital before and after cardiac procedures, I see
how disorienting and stressful the hospital can be. Accessing Tennessee Heart’s high-quality care
in an outpatient surgery center setting would make a big difference, providing greater physical and
financial peace of mind.

Caring for our neighbors, including their physical well-being, is central to our mission. I urge the
Commission to approve this important project and allow Tennessee Heart to better serve patients
and families in the Upper Cumberland region.

Bobby Davis
Senior Pastor — Life Church

@)l 2223 N Washington Ave ' s .
\7 - i
Y/ Cookeville, TN 38501 (931) 526-6200 | & www.livelife.church
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Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center,
LLC (CN2607-017)

Dear Mr. Grant:

As a member of the Upper Cumberland community, I am signing this petition to support TN
Heart’s plan to open an outpatient heart surgery center in Cookeville, Tennessee. This center would
be the first of its kind in the Upper Cumberland area and would give residents a new option for
heart care close to home.

Access to good heart care matters to all of us in the Upper Cumberland, including patients and
their families. Heart disease is the number one cause of death in Tennessee, and rates in our area
are higher than the state and national averages. Many of our neighbors live in rural areas far from
hospitals that offer heart procedures. When residents have to wait weeks or months for care or
drive long distances to get it, their health can suffer. TN Heart’s new center would help residents
get the care they need sooner and closer to home.

Right now, there is no outpatient heart surgery center in our area. If residents need a heart
procedure, they have to go to a hospital—often in Nashville or Knoxville, which can be 80 miles
away or more. This means longer wait times, higher costs, and a lot of travel for people who may
already not feel well. Some residents put off getting care because it is too hard to get to. For
residents throughout the Upper Cumberland, having an outpatient option nearby would mean
shorter waits, lower costs, and less time away from home and family.

TN Heart has served the Upper Cumberland community for more than thirty years, providing
cardiovascular care and becoming a trusted part of the community. Its doctors and staff understand
how important it is for residents to receive good heart care without having to travel far from home.
I ask the Tennessee Health Facilities Commission to approve TN Heart’s application so that
residents in our area can have better access to the heart care our community needs.

Sincerely,

Community Supporter



TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC (CN2607 -017) — Community Support Petition
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TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC (CN2607-017) — Community Support Petition
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TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC (CN2607-017) — Community Support Petition
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TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LL.C (CN2607-017) — Community Support Petition
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Mr. Logan Grant

Executive Director

Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application — TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery
Center, LLC (CN2607-017)

Dear Mr. Grant:

As a patient of TN Heart, | am signing this petition to support its plan to open an outpatient heart
surgery center in Cookeville, Tennessee. This center would be the first of its kind in the Upper
Cumberland area and would give patients like me a new option for heart care close to home.

Getting good heart care matters to patients and families in the Upper Cumberland. Heart disease
is the number one cause of death in Tennessee, and rates in our area are higher than the state and
national averages. Many of us live in rural areas far from hospitals that offer heart procedures.
When patients have to wait weeks or months for care or drive long distances to get it, their health
can suffer. TN Heart’s new center would help patients get the care they need sooner and closer to
home.

Right now, there is no outpatient heart surgery center in our area. If patients need a heart procedure,
they have to go to a hospital—often in Nashville or Knoxville, which can be 80 miles away or
more. This means longer wait times, higher costs, and a lot of travel for people who may already
not feel well. Some patients put off getting care because it is too hard to get to. Having an outpatient
option nearby would mean shorter waits, lower costs, and less time away from home and family
for me and many other patients in the Upper Cumberland.

I trust the TN Heart team with my care. They have been taking care of patients in the Upper
Cumberland for more than thirty years. Their doctors and staff are part of our community, and they
understand how important it is for patients to get good heart care without having to travel far from
home. | ask the Tennessee Health Facilities Commission to approve TN Heart’s application so that
patients in our area can have better access to the heart care we need.

Sincerely,

TN Heart Patients
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