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From: Logan Grant
To: Alecia L. Craighead; Phillip M. Earhart; Thomas P. Pitt
Subject: Fw: Support for Certificate of Need Application – TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC
Date: Monday, August 17, 2026 12:15:33 PM

Logan Grant
Executive Director
Health Facilities Commission

From: Chris Archer <carcher@t1institute.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2026 9:50 AM
To: Logan Grant <Logan.Grant@tn.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Certificate of Need Application – TN Heart Cardiovascular
Surgery Center, LLC
 

August 15, 2026

Mr. Logan Grant
Executive Director
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street
Nashville, TN 37243

Support for Certificate of Need Application – TN Heart Surgery Center, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

I am writing in strong support of TN Heart Surgery Center, LLC and its Certificate of Need
application to establish an independent cardiovascular surgery center in Cookeville.

As a Nurse Practitioner with Tier One Orthopedics/Campbell Clinic, I have spent 26
years caring for patients throughout the Upper Cumberland. TN Heart has been a trusted
provider of cardiovascular care in our region for more than 30 years. Its physicians have
developed longstanding relationships with patients, families, and healthcare providers
throughout our community and have become an important part of the Upper
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Cumberland healthcare system.

I understand that cardiovascular procedures are currently available in the hospital
setting. However, a hospital catheterization laboratory does not eliminate the need for,
or the benefits of, an independent outpatient cardiovascular facility. TN Heart is no
longer managed by the hospital, yet its physicians continue to care for cardiovascular
patients throughout our region. Their patients should have the opportunity, when
clinically appropriate, to remain with their chosen cardiovascular team through
diagnosis, treatment, procedures, and follow-up.

TN Heart's proposed facility would allow its physicians to perform cardiac
catheterizations, cardiac ablations, electrophysiology studies, cardiac device
implantation, and other appropriate cardiovascular procedures in a dedicated
outpatient setting. This would expand local procedural capacity while giving patients an
additional choice of where and from whom they receive cardiovascular care.

This is particularly important in the Upper Cumberland, where we serve a large rural
region with an aging population, high rates of cardiovascular disease, transportation
challenges, and barriers to specialty care. Requiring these procedures to occur through
a single hospital-based setting limits options for patients and physicians. An
independent TN Heart facility would expand access, preserve continuity with
established cardiologists, and help keep patients close to home.

This project is not simply about duplicating an existing hospital service. It is about
allowing a trusted cardiovascular practice that has served this community for more than
three decades to continue providing comprehensive care in an independent setting. It
adds capacity, strengthens continuity of care, increases patient choice, and provides an
appropriate outpatient alternative while preserving hospital resources for patients who
require hospital-level care.

After 26 years of caring for patients in the Upper Cumberland, I believe our community is
best served when patients have meaningful choices and qualified physicians have
access to appropriate facilities in which to care for them. TN Heart has earned the trust
of this community over more than 30 years, and its physicians should have the
opportunity to provide the full continuum of cardiovascular care to the patients they
serve.

For these reasons, I strongly support TN Heart's Certificate of Need application and
respectfully urge the Tennessee Health Facilities Commission to approve this important
project.



Sincerely,

Chris Archer, DNP, MSN, MS, ANP-C, RN, ATC
Nurse Practitioner
Tier One Orthopedics/Campbell Clinic
105 South Willow Avenue
Cookeville, TN
931-526-9518



































    

 
 

 

Lauren M. Gaffney 
lgaffney@bassberry.com 

(615) 742-7824 

 

 
 

 
 
 

21 Platform Way South, Suite 3500 
Nashvil le, TN 37203 

bassberry.com 
 
 

 

September 16, 2026 
 
 
 
VIA EMAIL ONLY 
Logan Grant 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission  
502 Deaderick Street, 9th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 
logan.grant@tn.gov 
 

 

 

Re: TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC – Certificate of Need 
Application (CN2607-017) 
 

Dear Mr. Grant: 
 

Enclosed please find a packet of support letters for the above-referenced project.  Thank 
you for your attention to this matter, and please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any 
questions about the attached.  

 
Regards, 

 
Lauren M. Gaffney 

 
cc:  Phillip Earhart (Phillip.M.Earhart@tn.gov) 
 HFC Staff (hsda.staff@tn.gov) 
 
Enclosures 
  



 

 

Atria Health Cookeville Support Letters  
CN2607-017 

Business and Community Leaders  

Chad Anderson, Community Member 

Lisa Bumbalough, Public Health Director — Putnam County, TN 

Ed Butler, State Representative, District 41 

Michael Hale, State Representative, District 40 

Dr. J. Scott McKinney, Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church, Cookeville 

Sullivan K. Smith, MD, FACEP, Medical Director — Putnam County Emergency Medical 
Services 

Steve Tiebout, The River Community Church 

 

TN Heart Patients 

Rodney Mathis, TN Heart Patient 

Christopher Ricci, TN Heart Patient 

Rosa E. Scarlett, TN Heart Patient 

Tom Stephens, TN Heart Patient 

Physicians and Other Healthcare Providers  

Richard P. Borge, Jr., MD, AMS Cardiovascular ASC 

Ernest G. Buchanan IV, MD, Summit Medical Group — Upper Cumberland 

Steven S. Gubin, MD, FACC, Stern Cardiovascular Center, PA 

Apryl M. Hall, MD, Hall on Call 

Hima Kona, MD, TN Lung and Sleep Center 

Gary Militana, MD, Mid South Diagnostic Imaging 

Carlos Podesta, MD, FACC, Medical Director, TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC 

Vijay Rupanagudi, MD, TN Lung and Sleep Center 

Jeffrey Schoondyke, MD, MPH, FACC, CCDS, Medical Director, Karing Hearts 
Cardiology Heart & Vascular Center 

Christopher S. Sewell, MD, Sewell Family Practice 

Colin G. Smith, DO, Father and Son Family Medicine Clinic 

Trueman D. Smith, MD, Father and Son Family Medicine Clinic 

Lori A. Thomas-Steward, DO 

Mark Wathen, MD, FACC, EP Medical Director, TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC 

Kenneth W. Wood, MD, Kenneth W. Wood, MD, LLC 

Sarah G. Worley, MD, Summit Medical Group – Cookeville 
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Putnam County Health Department 

 

August 16, 2026 

 
Logan Grant, Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission 
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 
502 Deaderick Street 
Nashville, TN 37243 
 
 
Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application 
      TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC  
 
 
Dear Mr. Grant: 
 
As the Director of a Community Health Center in the Upper Cumberland Region for 26 years, I write in 
support of TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to establish a local cardiovascular-focused surgery 
center in Cookeville, offering outpatient cardiac catheterization, cardiac device implantation, 
electrophysiology, and peripheral vascular services. 
 
Our Community Health Center regularly refers patients to TN Heart for evaluation and treatment of their 
cardiovascular disease.   These patients often require the procedures TN Heart proposes to offer at its 
surgery center – cardiac catheterizations, cardiac ablations, electrophysiology studies, and cardiac 
device implantation.  Currently, these procedures are only available in the hospital setting. 
 
TN Heart is a trusted provider and has been a valuable Public Health partner for over 18 years.  In this 
rural region, patients face numerous barriers to healthcare, including transportation and financial 
burdens.  To address these barriers, numerous TN Heart providers regularly volunteer in our clinic to 
treat these individuals during their primary care visits at the health center.  They consistently serve the 
community and seek opportunities to improve health outcomes in this rural region. 
 
As you know, heart disease is the leading cause of death in Tennessee, and the demographics of our 
patient population only increase these risks.  Upper Cumberland Region is a large rural area with 
limited access to medical care. A freestanding outpatient surgery center will tremendously 
benefit patients and healthcare providers in our community. This project improves access 
to timely, affordable, and high-quality care through a familiar provider team. 
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Putnam County Community Health Center patients consistently report positive feedback with TN 
Heart’s physicians and staff, not only when being treated in our clinic, but also at TN Heart facility.  This 
project reiterates their commitment to patients in the Upper Cumberland and fills a strong need in our 
community.  I appreciate your consideration of this request. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Bumbalough 

Lisa Bumbalough 

Public Health Director, Putnam County 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

House of Representatives 

State of Tennessee 
 

NASHVILLE 
 
 

 
Ed Butler 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 

425 Rep. John Lewis Way, N. 
Cordell Hull Building, Suite 578 

Nashville, TN  37243 
 (615) 741-1260 

 
 

Member of Committees: 
 

Transportation Full (Vice 
Chairman)  

Transportation Sub  
State/Local Full  

Cities & Counties Sub  

August 31, 2026 
 
 
Mr. Logan Grant Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission  
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor  
502 Deaderick Street 
Nashville, TN 37243 
 
 
Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application – TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery 
Center, LLC 
 
 
Dear Mr. Grant: 
 
I write to express my support for TN Heart’s project to establish a surgery center for 
outpatient cardiac catheterization services and other procedures in the Upper Cumberland 
region. 
 
The physical, emotional, and financial challenges that come with heart disease are not 
unique to my constituents; they reflect the same challenges that patients and families 
throughout the Upper Cumberland region face. TN Heart has been a trusted provider of 
cardiovascular care within the community for over 30 years and they understand the 
challenges and medical needs of the area.  
 
Accessing TN Heart’s high-quality care in an outpatient surgery center setting would make 
a big difference in the lives of many of my constituents, providing greater physical and 
financial peace of mind. 
 



I urge the Commission to approve this important project and allow TN Heart to better serve 
patients and families in the Upper Cumberland region. 
 
 
Respectfully,  

      
 
State Representative Ed Butler 
House District 41     
        













 

 

9/11/2026 

Mr. Logan Grant 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission 
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 
502 Deaderick Street 
Nashville, TN 37243 

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application – TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery 
Center, LLC  

Dear Mr. Grant: 

I am a patient of TN Heart writing to support its project to establish a surgery center in Cookeville 
providing outpatient cardiac catheterization and related heart procedures. I first encountered 
Doctor Mariano Battaglia five years ago when I was 52 years old and having chest pains. Two of 
my brothers had recently had heart attacks and I was so worried that I too was experiencing one. 
Having grown up in Boston and worked at Children’s Hospital in the Longwood Medical section 
of the city, the single largest factor that made me hesitate in moving to Cookeville was lack of 
appropriate medical facilities. While Tennessee Heart provided the utmost in care I realized that 
they were hindered not by their abilities but due to resources. The older I get, the more pressing 
this need is for me personally.  I feel that Cookeville has everything I am looking for in a new 
home town except for this one critical area.  

Currently, there are only two options for cardiac catheterizations in our area, and both are hospitals. 
This means longer wait times for care, an unfamiliar and stressful environment, higher medical 
care costs, or, worse, driving to Knoxville or Nashville for cardiovascular procedures. Having the 
option to receive my heart care team’s high-quality care in a convenient, safe and lower cost 
outpatient setting would make a real difference for me and other patients and families in our area.   

Having recently discovered that I am facing long-term health challenges the shortfalls in facilities 
and equipment has become even more apparent. The personalized care and aide that I have 
received for TN Heart is fabulous but without the needed facilities these wonderful medical 
professionals are shackled in what the can do for me and my neighbors.  

I have trusted the TN Heart team with my care for five years. As part of our community, they know 
that access to affordable, timely heart care matters. I ask the Health Facilities Commission to 
approve TN Heart’s application and give patients in the Upper Cumberland region a choice for 
essential cardiac care.  

Sincerely, 

Christopher Ricci 
New York Times bestselling author and TN Heart Patient 















 

 

Hall on Call 
Pediatric Hospitalist Services 

Apryl M. Hall, MD 
3578 Rolling Hills Rd.   

Cookeville, TN 38506   

931-510-0507 

 

September 6, 2026 

Mr. Logan Grant 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission 
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 
502 Deaderick Street 
Nashville, TN 37243 

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application – TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, 
LLC  

Dear Mr. Grant: 

I am a physician and a life-long resident of Cookeville. Over the years I have held multiple 
leadership positions within our local hospital system. From that perspective, I write in strong 
support of TN Heart’s Certificate of Need application to open a surgery center for outpatient 
cardiac procedures. 

TN Heart has been a cornerstone of cardiac care in the Upper Cumberland region for 32 years. 
Throughout that time, the physicians and staff have consistently delivered high-quality, patient-
centered care and have earned the trust of countless families, including my own. They are not 
merely a medical practice; they are a true community stronghold. 

Our population has grown significantly and has outpaced the capacity of existing hospital-based 
services. As a result, patients often face delays in accessing timely advanced cardiac care. A 
surgery center dedicated to these procedures would allow more people in our community to receive 
the care they need more quickly, in a convenient and efficient setting, without the unnecessary 
barriers that currently exist. 

This service would be invaluable. Expanding access through a specialized outpatient facility will 
reduce wait times, improve continuity of care, and better serve the growing number of residents 
who depend on TN Heart. Approving this Certificate of Need will strengthen cardiac care capacity 
in a region that clearly needs it. 

I respectfully urge the Commission to approve TN Heart’s application. The physicians and team 
have demonstrated decades of commitment to this community, and this expansion is a logical and 



 

 

necessary next step to meet the needs of the patients they have served so well for more than three 
decades. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

Apryl Hall, MD 

Hall on Call 
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Lauren M. Gaffney 
lgaffney@bassberry.com 

(615) 742-7824 

 

 
 

 
 
 

21 Platform Way South, Suite 3500 
Nashvil le, TN 37203 

bassberry.com 
 
 

 

September 18, 2026 
 
 
 
VIA EMAIL ONLY 
Logan Grant 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission  
502 Deaderick Street, 9th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 
logan.grant@tn.gov 
 

 

 

Application (CN2607-017)  
Re:  TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, LLC – Certificate of Need  

Dear Mr. Grant: 
 

Enclosed please find a packet of letters and petitions expressing support for the above-
referenced project.  Thank you for your attention to this matter, and please do not hesitate to contact 
us if you have any questions about the attached.  

 
Regards, 

 
Lauren M. Gaffney 

 
cc:  Phillip Earhart (Phillip.M.Earhart@tn.gov) 
 HFC Staff (hsda.staff@tn.gov) 
 
Enclosures 
 
  



 

 

CN2607-017 

TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center Support Letters  

 
 

Support Letter  
Bobby Davis, Senior Pastor – Life Church 
 
Community Support Petition 
Signatures from 139 community members 
 
Patient Support Petition  
Signatures from 64 TN Heart patients  
 





 

 

 
 
Mr. Logan Grant 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission 
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 
502 Deaderick Street 
Nashville, TN 37243 

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application – TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery Center, 
LLC (CN2607-017) 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

As a member of the Upper Cumberland community, I am signing this petition to support TN 
Heart’s plan to open an outpatient heart surgery center in Cookeville, Tennessee. This center would 
be the first of its kind in the Upper Cumberland area and would give residents a new option for 
heart care close to home. 

Access to good heart care matters to all of us in the Upper Cumberland, including patients and 
their families. Heart disease is the number one cause of death in Tennessee, and rates in our area 
are higher than the state and national averages. Many of our neighbors live in rural areas far from 
hospitals that offer heart procedures. When residents have to wait weeks or months for care or 
drive long distances to get it, their health can suffer. TN Heart’s new center would help residents 
get the care they need sooner and closer to home. 

Right now, there is no outpatient heart surgery center in our area. If residents need a heart 
procedure, they have to go to a hospital—often in Nashville or Knoxville, which can be 80 miles 
away or more. This means longer wait times, higher costs, and a lot of travel for people who may 
already not feel well. Some residents put off getting care because it is too hard to get to. For 
residents throughout the Upper Cumberland, having an outpatient option nearby would mean 
shorter waits, lower costs, and less time away from home and family.  

TN Heart has served the Upper Cumberland community for more than thirty years, providing 
cardiovascular care and becoming a trusted part of the community. Its doctors and staff understand 
how important it is for residents to receive good heart care without having to travel far from home. 
I ask the Tennessee Health Facilities Commission to approve TN Heart’s application so that 
residents in our area can have better access to the heart care our community needs. 

Sincerely, 

 

Community Supporter 































 

 

 
 
Mr. Logan Grant 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission 
Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 
502 Deaderick Street 
Nashville, TN 37243 

Re: Support for Certificate of Need Application – TN Heart Cardiovascular Surgery 
Center, LLC (CN2607-017) 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

As a patient of TN Heart, I am signing this petition to support its plan to open an outpatient heart 
surgery center in Cookeville, Tennessee. This center would be the first of its kind in the Upper 
Cumberland area and would give patients like me a new option for heart care close to home. 

Getting good heart care matters to patients and families in the Upper Cumberland. Heart disease 
is the number one cause of death in Tennessee, and rates in our area are higher than the state and 
national averages. Many of us live in rural areas far from hospitals that offer heart procedures. 
When patients have to wait weeks or months for care or drive long distances to get it, their health 
can suffer. TN Heart’s new center would help patients get the care they need sooner and closer to 
home. 

Right now, there is no outpatient heart surgery center in our area. If patients need a heart procedure, 
they have to go to a hospital—often in Nashville or Knoxville, which can be 80 miles away or 
more. This means longer wait times, higher costs, and a lot of travel for people who may already 
not feel well. Some patients put off getting care because it is too hard to get to. Having an outpatient 
option nearby would mean shorter waits, lower costs, and less time away from home and family 
for me and many other patients in the Upper Cumberland. 

I trust the TN Heart team with my care. They have been taking care of patients in the Upper 
Cumberland for more than thirty years. Their doctors and staff are part of our community, and they 
understand how important it is for patients to get good heart care without having to travel far from 
home. I ask the Tennessee Health Facilities Commission to approve TN Heart’s application so that 
patients in our area can have better access to the heart care we need. 

Sincerely, 

TN Heart Patients 
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