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March 26, 2026 

 

Logan Grant, Executive Director 

Health Facilities Commission 

502 Deaderick Street, Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 

Nashville, TN  37243 

 

Re: Certificate of Need Application for the Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC 

 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

 

As a member of the Tennessee State Senate from the 15th district, I am pleased to provide 

this letter of support for the Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC to build a new free-

standing 40-bed comprehensive inpatient rehabilitation hospital in Cookeville, TN.  I currently 

serve as the Chair, Commerce and Labor Committee, member of the Fiscal Review Committee, 

and the Transportation and Safety Committee. 

 

 As a resident and state senator representing the needs and wishes of the approximately 

230,000 residents in the 15th District communities of Cumberland, Jackson, Putnam, Smith, Van 

Buren, and White Counties, I am always concerned about the health and well-being of our 

citizens.  Having adequate and comprehensive health care services, inclusive of comprehensive 

inpatient rehabilitative care, is especially important for our growing and aging population in the 

Upper Cumberland Region.  Cookeville Regional Medical Center has been the primary hub for 

acute hospital care, with their existing inpatient rehab unit being an important part of their 

services.  Their joint venture with Encompass Health, the leading provider of inpatient 

rehabilitation hospitals in the country, brings tremendous opportunity to expand their inpatient 

rehab program to a state-of-the-art free-standing facility on their campus. 

 

 The Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville will address our rapidly growing population 

throughout the region.  Cookeville is among the fastest growing micropolitan areas in the US, 

and Putnam and Cumberland Counties are among the state’s most populated areas.  The Upper 

Cumberland Region is a premier retirement destination contributing to the rise in residents over 

the age of sixty-five (65).  Their need for comprehensive healthcare services is of paramount 

importance.  Patients who have suffered a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip fracture, 

major traumatic injuries, and many other diagnoses must be able to secure the comprehensive 

and advanced inpatient rehabilitative care that is needed and necessary after discharge from the 

acute-care hospital that is close to home, family and local healthcare providers.  Having a 

comprehensive inpatient rehabilitation hospital close to the patients’ home allows for and  



 

SENATOR PAUL BAILEY 
      State of Tennessee 

                   NASHVILLE 

 

   

 

 

 

CORDELL HULL BUILDING 
425 REP JOHN LEWIS WAY N 

SUITE 736 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE  

37243 
(615) 741-3978 

 

 

 

 

MEMBER OF COMMITTEES 

Chairman of Commerce and Labor 

Transportation 

 

encourages family and caregiver participation in the rehabilitative journey, thus promoting better 

outcomes and readiness to return to their home and activities of daily living. 

 

 In addition to the obvious healthcare continuum of care advantages for our communities, 

this new hospital will provide well over 100 high paying jobs for multiple professional/clinical 

and support personnel, a $68+ million investment in our community, and serve as a tax-paying 

entity. 

 I am strongly supportive and encourage your approval of this certificate of need 

application for the Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC to build a new rehab hospital 

within my district to serve the many patients who need and would benefit from this level of 

advanced rehabilitative care.  The citizens of the Upper Cumberland Region deserve to have this 

service that is close to their home and loved ones.  I appreciate your consideration of this 

important proposal.  Thank you.  

 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Paul Bailey 

15th District of Tennessee 
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March 26, 2026 

 

Logan Grant, Executive Director 

Health Facilities Commission 

State of Tennessee 

502 Deaderick Street, Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor 

Nashville, TN  37243 

 

Re: Certificate of Need Application for the Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC 

 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

 

As a member of the Tennessee House of Representatives from the 42nd district, I am pleased to 

provide this letter of support for the Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC to build a new 

free-standing 40-bed comprehensive rehabilitation hospital on the campus of Cookeville 

Regional Medical Center (CRMC).  I currently serve on the Health Committee, the Health Sub-

Committee, the Finance, Ways, and Means Committee, among several others. 

 

Currently, many patients in the Putnam County and Upper Cumberland Region, where my 

district resides, who require specialized rehabilitation, occasionally must travel outside of their 

home community when there are no private rooms available in the existing Rehab Center on the 

campus at CRMC.  This adds undue stress to their recovery process.  This new 40-bed 

rehabilitation hospital will expand access to state-of-the-art, high-quality care while ensuring 

seamless coordination between inpatient rehabilitation and acute care services.   

 

Beyond the clinical benefits, this project will provide additional high paying jobs, bringing the 

total to 100-130 employees, over half of which are dedicated to patient care.  The presence of a 

strong healthcare workforce – including nurses, physical and occupational therapists, and 

speech-language pathologists – is essential to meeting the needs of our rapidly growing 

communities.  The hospital’s connection to nursing and allied health schools throughout 
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Tennessee will further ensure that it is staffed with highly trained professionals, enhancing both 

patient outcomes and workforce stability. 

 

This facility will strengthen our healthcare infrastructure, provide patients with high-quality, 

specialized care close to home, and support the continued growth of the Upper Cumberland 

Region’s healthcare sector.  I urge the Health Facilities Commission to approve this Certificate 

of Need Application for the Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC.  This project is an 

investment in our community’s health and well-being, and I am confident it will make a lasting 

positive impact.  Please feel free to reach out if I can provide further information in support of 

this effort. 

 

Sincerely,    

 

 

  

 

 

Ryan Williams 

State Representative – District 42 
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Re: Certificate of Need Application for the Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

I am pleased to provide this letter of support for the Certificate of Need application submitted by 
the Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC to build a new 40-bed comprehensive inpatient 
rehabilitation facility to serve the citizens of Cookeville and the surrounding communities within 
Upper Cumberland Region. 

I am a Board-Certified Orthopedic Surgeon with a specialty in primary and revision hip and knee 
replacements and sports medicine. I strive to treat every patient as I would a family member, 
and as such, am in full support of the proposed new comprehensive inpatient rehabilitation 
hospital in Cookeville, TN. Many patients, particularly the elderly who may be afflicted with 
other comorbid conditions, or the multi-trauma vehicular accident patient, require advanced 
rehabilitative technology and around-the-clock nursing and physician care after stabilizing in the 
acute care hospital setting. The multidisciplinary team approach makes a tremendous difference 
in the patient's functional and cognitive outcomes and optimal recovery and ability to return to 
their activities of daily living. 

Comprehensive inpatient rehabilitation beds are limited in the rehab unit at Cookeville Regional 
Medical Center (CRMC) and therefore needed to serve more patients who need and would 
benefit from this level of care. CRMC has partnered with Encompass Health, a nationally 
known and respected provider of comprehensive inpatient rehabilitation. Together they will 
undoubtedly bring advanced technology and provide industry-leading outcomes that are built 
upon a foundation of post-acute innovation and best practices. In addition, by building this free­
standing facility on the campus of CRMC, it will keep patients local and allow the patients' 



family and caregivers to be active participants in their rehabilitative journey, an especially 
important aspect of recovery. 

I strongly urge the Commission to approve this certificate of need application for the 
Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC. It will greatly benefit those in my practice and 
others the opportunity to regain independence and function after their acute care hospital 
experience. Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Gregory J. Roberts, MD 
Board Certified Orthopedic Surgeon 
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Re: Certificate of Need Application for the Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

I am writing today to express my interest in and support the Rehabilitation Hospital of 
Cookeville, LLC's Certificate of Need request to build a 40-bed free-standing inpatient 
rehabilitation hospital in Putnam County, TN. In my role as a practicing neurosurgeon, I see the 
need daily for intensive inpatient rehabilitation for patients who have suffered a stroke, brain 
bleeds, cerebral tumors, spinal cord tumors and injuries, and other debilitating conditions. These 
patients deserve this service close to home to not only have the opportunity to achieve the very 
best functional and cognitive outcomes but also to maintain the very best quality of life. 

In addition to my role as a busy neurosurgeon, I work collaboratively with·the medica~ staff 
and nursing and clinical support staff at Cookevi lle Regional Medical Center to ensure 
the best possible treatment options and outcomes for our patients. I serve or have served in a 
variety of leadership positions in the medical center and participate on the quality and 
credentials committees. Inpatient rehabilitation is critically important for our population of 
patients. The availability of advanced technology, advanced education and training for fbe 
physicians, nurses, and therapists and evidence based rehabilitation medicine is paramount in 
the patient's road to optimal recovery and function. Our patients often suffer from the 
conditions mentioned above and are often 1 e ft with severe weakness, temporary or 
permanent paralysis, cognitive deficits, and extreme mental and physical challenges. T~e 
patient and their loved ones have to endure extensive physical, occupational and speech 
therapy, ongoing medical management, and learning to function with and overcome the 
changes in their physical and mental condition. They deserve the opportunity to receive the 
very best care, in the best facility, with rehab trained physicians, nurses and therapists. 



It is not at all uncommon for our patients to remain in the acute care hospital beyond the 
recommended discharge date due to lack of available b e d s i n a pr i v ate r o o m in the 
inpatient rehabilitation unit on our cam pus. The patient's alternative is to go elsewher9 
outside of their community, to a much lesser and less optimal level of care such as a skilled 
nursing unit or linger in the hospital awaiting for a private room here at CRMC Rehab 
Center. The partnership between Encompass Health and CRMC brings two very talented and 
successful organizations together for the provision of comprehensive inpatient rehabilitation 
in a new, state of the art free-standing hospital. All patients who benefit from this level of 
care will then have access to a private room when they are ready for discharge. 

I can't emphasize enough the importance of patients receiving the best intensive and 
comprehensive rehabilitation after their acute-care hospitalization. As I have personally seen 
and experienced in my career, the benefit of inpatient rehabilitation that is close, convenient 
for patients, families, and providers that delivers optimal outcomes and quality of life is so 
very important for the communities we serve. I urge you to support and grant approval for 
this CON application for the Rehabilitation Hospital of Oxkeville, LLC. Thank you for ~our 
consideration. 

Joseph Jestus, MD 
Board Certified Neurosurgeon 
Past President of the Medical Staff, CRMC 
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March 19,2026

Logan Grant
Executive Director
Health Facilities Commission
State of Tennessee
502 Deaderick Street, Andrew Jackson Building
9th Floor
Nashville, TN 37243

Re: Certificate of Need Application for the Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC

Dear Mr. Grant:

I am pleased to provide you this letter of support and recommendation for the Rehabilitation
Hospital of Cookeville, LLC's certificate of need request to build a new 40-bed comprehensive
inpatient rehabilitation hospital ("CIPR") on the campus of Cookeville Regional Medical Center.
The architectural plan for this new hospital includes a dialysis suite on the first floor which
allows those patients requiring hemodialysis to remain in the building rather than having to be
transported back into the acute care hospital. The location proposed on the CRMC campus is
perfect to meet the needs of those patients close to their home who need this advanced level of
inpatient rehabilitation hospital with private rooms and ample spaces for therapy, family
participation and of course, dialysis.

I see patients in the acute care hospital setting who have suffered a stroke, cardiac event, major
trauma, brain injury, amputation, or many other conditions who may also have co-morbidities
such as pulmonary deficiency, diabetes and acute or chronic renal failure. Those patients who
meet the medical necessity criteria and can tolerate three hours of physical, occupational, or
speech therapy per day are motivated and desire to improve their quality of life choose to go to a
comprehensive inpatient rehabilitation hospital versus a skilled nursing facility. Being close to
the patients' home is an important decision-making factor when choosing a CIPR hospital. The
patient's family and caregivers need to be able to participate in the physical and occupational
therapy sessions to help prepare them for the patient's retum home.

As a board-certified internal medicine and nephrology physician I am fully aware of the
importance of providing dialysis for those patients who require hemodialysis three days a week
within an on-site, dedicated dialysis suite. Encompass rehab hospitals, now partnered with
CRMC, have dedicated dialysis suites in their buildings which allow patients the ability and time
to receive their three hours of therapy. Encompass Health rehabilitation hospitals are designed to
accommodate this need, so patient's therapy schedule is not intemrpted by having to leave the
facility to go to an off-site dialysis center.

427 N. Willow Ave, Suile C I Cookeville, TN 38501
931,559.5959 I Fox: 833.992.2327

Prevenlion . Treolment . Teom Work
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As the population grows and ages in the Upper Cumberland Region, particularly in Putnam and
Cumberland counties, this proposed Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville will certainly open
access to more patients who need and will benefit from such advanced and intense rehabilitative
services in this part of the state. I highly support and recommend your approval of this state-of-
the-art facility. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Board Certified Internal Medicine
Board Certifi ed Nephrology
Office: 931-559-5959
Emai 1 : kataria@thekidneycareclinic. com

427 N. Willow Ave, Suite C I Cookeville, IN 38501
931.559.5959 I Fox: 833"992.2327

Rohan Kathria, MD

Prevention . Treolment ' Teom Work
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Re: Certificate of Need Application for The Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC 

Dear Mr. Grant: 

I am pleased to provide this letter of support for the Certificate of Need application submitted by 
the Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC to build a new forty ( 40) bed comprehensive 
inpatient rehabilitation facility to serve the citizens of Cookeville and the surrounding 
communities within the Upper Cumberland Region. 

I am an orthopedic surgeon practicing in Cookeville and previously in California for over ten 
years. I am well aware of the need for inpatient rehab rehabilitation as the population is aging 
and growing in the Upper Cumberland Region. There are numerous associated problems with 
the aging population such as hip and spine fractures, among many other conditions, which could 
benefit from rehabilitative treatment of these injuries within a comprehensive inpatient 
rehabilitation hospital at a local level. The older population generally requires family support 
after injury or illness. A local rehab rehabilitation hospital on the campus of Cookeville 
Regional Medical Center would ease the burden of travel for the patient's support system, 
particularly the family and caregivers who will care for the patient upon his or her return home. 

My practice colleagues and I recognize the importance of this level of rehab care for our patients 
and others within our community and the surrounding areas. I highly recommend your 



affirmative support and approval of this proposed Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully yours, 

!UtJJt?J4} 
Michael Pahl, MD 
Board Certified Orthopedic Surgeon 
Fellowship Trained Orthopedic and Sports Medicine 
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March 26, 2026 
 
Logan Grant, Executive Director 
Health Facilities Commission 
State of Tennessee 
502 Deaderick Street, Andrew Jackson Building 
9th Floor 
Nashville, TN  37243 
 
Re: Certificate of Need Application for the Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC 
 
Dear Mr. Grant: 
 
I am writing today in my capacity as Dean, Whitson-Hester School of Nursing at Tennessee Tech 
University to express my support for the Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC' s certificate 
of need request to build a new forty (40) bed comprehensive inpatient rehabilitation hospital 
on the campus of Cookeville Regional Medical Center in Putnam County. 
 
The Whitson-Hester School of Nursing is home to a diverse student group consisting of students 
seeking the nursing degree for their initial career, students entering nursing for career change, 
current RNs seeking a master’s degree in nursing and RNs returning to school for their 
baccalaureate degree.  We provide quality nursing programs as the cornerstone of professional 
education in a challenging, yet nurturing environment.  Students will be prepared to practice 
evidence-based, culturally sensitive nursing care. The undergraduate student will be prepared 
to enter the nursing profession with a foundation in scholarship, leadership, service, and life-
long learning in a diverse global society. 
 
Our nursing programs have a long standing reputation for graduating quality students that are 
prepared to professionally perform in their chosen field.  We enjoy and appreciate our existing 
educational relationship with CRMC through the provision of clinical rotations for our nursing 
students.  By providing students with learning experiences in the live clinical setting, inclusive of 
inpatient rehabilitation, students are exposed to a diverse medical population which enriches 
their educational knowledge. The proposed expansion of CRMC’s existing inpatient rehab 
program in partnership with Encompass Health will further enhance and support our students' 
exposure and learning experience in this innovative interdisciplinary and advanced rehab 
specialty for patients needing this level of care. 
  

Whitson-Hester School of Nursing  
TENNESSEE TECH  
Box 5001 • Cookeville, TN 38505 • Phone (931) 372-6801 • Fax (931) 372-6244 
https://www.tntech.edu/nursing 
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For these reasons and many more, I hope you will seriously consider the granting of a 
Certificate of Need to the Rehabilitation Hospital of Cookeville, LLC to build a new, state of the 
art inpatient rehabilitation hospital in Putnam County. Thank you so much. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
Kimberly Hanna, PhD, MSN, RN, CNL 
Dean, Whitson-Hester School of Nursing 
Tennessee Tech University 
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