
 

 
Tennessee Board of Social Worker Licensure Meeting  

 
Thursday, August 24, 2023 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

The Board meeting of the Tennessee Board of Social Worker Licensure was called to order at 9:03 a.m. in 
the Iris Room, Ground Floor, Metro Center Complex, 665 Mainstream Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37243 
by Ashley Childers, Board President on Friday, June 2, 2023. 
  

Board members present:  Ashley Childers, LCSW, Board President 
Kenya Anderson, LMSW 
Caitlin Wright, LAPSW 

      Angela DeLoach, LBSW 
      Jennifer Williams, LAPSW 
      Robert Zylstra, LCSW 

    Ann-Marie Buchanan, LMSW 
    Kimberly Mallory, LAPSW 
    Tara Watson, LCSW 

 
 

Board member(s) absent:  Karen Armstrong, Consumer Member 
 
     
Staff present:   Candyce Wilson, Board Director 

Katherine Trawick, JD, General Counsel 
Bruce Dillard, Board Administrator 
 

 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Each Board Member went around the room and introduced themselves, as there was a new Board 
Member and Board Administrator. 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY 
 
Ms. Katherine Trawick, Board Attorney, reviewed the Boards conflict of interest policy. 
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LEGISLATIVE OFFICE UPDATE 
 
Grayson Carter, Legislative Liaison for the Tennessee Department of Health, presented the Legislative 
update on bills that were passed in the last session. 
 
RECIPROCITY CLARIFICATION 
 
Katherine Trawick, Board Attorney, reviewed the states position on the requirements for reciprocity. 
Those that wished to apply must have either an employer’s TN address that the employee works out of, a 
residential TN address for the applicant, or the Employer must have a substantial relationship with the 
state of Tennessee (a business license, for example). It was offered that any applicant at the meeting that 
did not qualify, would then be able to apply by exam or withdraw their application by November 1. 
 
APPLICANT INTERVIEWS 
 
Jamie Bartholomew – is an applicant for initial LMSW licensure by reciprocity. Ms. Bartholomew 
appeared before the Board due to not having the required TN residential or employer address, a 
requirement for an application by reciprocity. Ms. Harker provided a written explanation. The Board 
reviewed the application materials and discussed the matter with the applicant. Ms. Bartholomew 
informed the Board that she would be working via Telehealth and would try to send additional 
information at a later date. Application was tabled until applicant could provide proof of her employer’s 
substantial relationship with the state of TN. 
 
Jorja Bain – is an applicant for initial LMSW licensure by reciprocity. Ms. Bartholomew appeared before 
the Board due to not having the required TN residential or employer address, a requirement for an 
application by reciprocity. Ms. Bain provided a written explanation. The Board reviewed the application 
materials and discussed the matter with the applicant. After applicant provided an Employer’s address, 
Mr. Robert Zylstra motioned to approve the applicant for licensure. Ms. Caitlyn Wright seconded the 
motion and it passed. 
 
Christine Bayles – is an applicant for initial LCSW licensure by reciprocity. Ms. Bartholomew appeared 
before the Board due to not having the required TN residential or employer address, a requirement for an 
application by reciprocity. Ms. Bayles provided a written explanation. The Board reviewed the 
application materials and discussed the matter with the applicant. The applicant explained that as a travel 
social worker, she could be living in the state 10 to 11 months at a time. Ms. Caitlyn Wright motioned to 
approve the applicant for licensure, contingent upon receiving the email from her employer stating the 
facilities she could work at. Mr. Robert Zylstra seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
Gerald Brooks – is an applicant for initial LCSW licensure by reciprocity. Mr. Brooks appeared before 
the Board due to not having the required TN residential or employer address, a requirement for an 
application by reciprocity. Mr. Brooks provided a written explanation and information on his employer’s 
business license. The Board reviewed the application materials and discussed the matter with the 
applicant. Ms. Ann-Marie Buchanan motioned to approve the applicant for licensure. Ms. Kim Mallory 
seconded the motion and it passed. 
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Crystal Brown-Voeltz - is an applicant for initial LCSW licensure by reciprocity. Ms. Brown-Voeltz 
appeared before the Board due to not having the required TN residential or employer address, a 
requirement for an application by reciprocity. Ms. Brown-Voeltz provided a written explanation and 
mentioned that she would be able to get proof of a relationship with Tennessee. The Board reviewed the 
application materials and discussed the matter with the applicant. Ms. Ann-Marie Buchanan motioned to 
approve the applicant for licensure, contingent upon the applicant providing the necessary documents 
showing her employers relation by November 1. Ms. Kim Mallory seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
Carissa Delahunty - is an applicant for initial LCSW licensure by reciprocity. Ms. Delahunty appeared 
before the Board due to not having the required TN residential or employer address, a requirement for an 
application by reciprocity. Ms. Delahunty provided a written explanation and mentioned that she had 
asked her employer to get proof of a relationship with Tennessee and is waiting for a response. The Board 
reviewed the application materials and discussed the matter with the applicant. Mr. Robert Zylstra 
motioned to approve the applicant for licensure, contingent upon the applicant providing the necessary 
documents showing her employers relation by November 1. Ms. Anne-Marie Buchanan seconded the 
motion and it passed. 
 
Amy Grulke - is an applicant for initial LMSW licensure by reciprocity. Ms. Grulke appeared before the 
Board due to not having the required TN residential or employer address, a requirement for an application 
by reciprocity. Ms. Grulke provided a written explanation and mentioned that is planning to move to 
Tennessee. The Board reviewed the application materials and discussed the matter with the applicant. Ms. 
Ann-Marie Buchanan motioned to approve the applicant for licensure, contingent upon obtaining a 
residential TN address by December 1. Mr. Robert Zylstra seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
Morgan Harper - is an applicant for initial LMSW licensure by reciprocity. Mr. Harper appeared before 
the Board due to not having the required TN residential or employer address, a requirement for an 
application by reciprocity. Mr. Harper provided a written explanation and provided proof of a formal 
relationship with the state of Tennessee. The Board reviewed the application materials and discussed the 
matter with the applicant. Ms. Ann-Marie Buchanan motioned to approve the applicant for licensure. Mr. 
Robert Zylstra seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
Connie Haudricourt – Was not available to contact. 
 
Tonya Hegwood – is an applicant for initial LCSW licensure by reciprocity. Ms. Hegwood appeared 
before the Board due to not having the required TN residential or employer address, a requirement for an 
application by reciprocity. Ms. Hegwood provided a written explanation. The Board reviewed the 
application materials and discussed the matter with the applicant. Ms. Ann-Marie Buchanan motioned to 
approve the applicant for licensure, contingent upon proof of providing an employer’s TN address by 
November 1st. Mr. Robert Zylstra seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
Diana Jean-Louis – Was not available to contact. 
 
Samuel Johnson – Decided to withdraw in accordance with not qualifying for reciprocity. 
 
Tawnya Langley - is an applicant for initial LCSW licensure by reciprocity. Ms. Langley appeared before 
the Board due to not having the required TN residential or employer address, a requirement for an 
application by reciprocity. Ms. Langley provided a written explanation. The Board reviewed the 
application materials and discussed the matter with the applicant. Mr. Robert Zylstra motioned to approve 
the applicant for licensure, contingent upon proof of providing an employer’s TN address by December 
1st. Ms. Ann-Marie Buchanan seconded the motion and it passed. 
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Raphael Martins – Was not available to contact.. 
 
Yvette McDonald - Was not available to contact. 
 
Nathaniel Mitchell - is an applicant for initial LCSW licensure by reciprocity. Mr. Mitchell appeared 
before the Board due to not having the required TN residential or employer address, a requirement for an 
application by reciprocity. Mr. Mitchell provided a written explanation and replied that he would be able 
to provide necessary documents. The Board reviewed the application materials and discussed the matter 
with the applicant. Ms. Robert Zylstra motioned to approve the applicant for licensure, contingent upon 
proof of providing an employer’s TN address or proof of employer’s relationship with Tennessee by 
November 1st. Ms. Jennifer Williams seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
Jerlunda Wilson - is an applicant for initial LCSW licensure by reciprocity. Ms. Wilson appeared before 
the Board due to not having the required TN residential or employer address, a requirement for an 
application by reciprocity. Ms. Wilson provided a written explanation and provided documents in regard 
to her employer’s relationship with the state of Tennessee. The Board reviewed the application materials 
and discussed the matter with the applicant. Ms. Robert Zylstra motioned to approve the applicant for 
licensure. Ms. Jennifer Williams seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
John Adewoye- is an applicant for initial LMSW licensure by reciprocity. Mr. Adewoye appeared before 
the Board due to not having previously taken the ASWB exam, as it was not required in the state that he 
was previously licensed in. Mr. Adewoye provided an explanation that the state of Illinois did not require 
a written exam of any kind for the LMSW. The Board reviewed the application materials and discussed 
the matter with the applicant, the board decided to table this application until the next board meeting until 
more information could be obtained. Ms. Ann-Marie Buchanan will contact ASWB to get further 
information. Ms. Kim Mallory motioned to table this application for the November 30, 2023 meeting. Ms. 
Anne-Marie Buchanan seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
Wayne McCracken - is an applicant for initial LCSW licensure by reciprocity. Mr. McCracken appeared 
before the Board due to not having previously taken the ASWB exam, as it was not required in the state 
that he was previously licensed in. Mr. McCracken provided an explanation that he had to provide a 
portfolio instead of taking an exam for his Wisconsin CAPSW license, which the board found equivalent. 
Mr. McCracken also provided an address for his TN address for his reciprocity requirement. The Board 
reviewed the application materials and discussed the matter with the applicant. Mr. Robert Zylstra 
motioned to approve the applicant for licensure. Ms. Ann-Marie Buchanan seconded the motion and it 
passed. 
 
Juan Trevino - is an applicant for initial LCSW licensure by reciprocity. Mr. Trevino appeared before the 
Board due to not having previously taken the ASWB exam, as it was not required in the state that he was 
previously licensed in. Mr. Trevino provided an explanation that he had instead taken the California 
exam, which the board found more stringent. The Board reviewed the application materials and discussed 
the matter with the applicant. Ms. Ann-Marie Buchanan motioned to approve the applicant for licensure. 
Ms. Kenya Anderson seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
 
Angela Walford-Maragh – Received request to table until next board meeting. 
 
Anita Kaney - is an applicant for reinstatement of her LCSW licensure. Ms. Kaney appeared before the 
Board in order to reactivate her previously retired license. Ms. Kaney had currently been working on her 
PHD and completing research. The Board reviewed the application materials and discussed the matter 
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with the applicant. Ms. Kenya Anderson motioned to approve the applicant for reinstatement. Ms. Ann-
Marie Buchanan seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
Maria Aboubaker – is an applicant for initial LMSW licensure by examination. Ms. Aboubaker appeared 
before the Board due to responding affirmatively on the application to having ever been convicted of a 
felony or misdemeanor. Ms. Aboubaker provided a written explanation and supporting documentation 
regarding her prior misdemeanors. The Board reviewed the application materials and discussed the matter 
with the applicant. Ms. Harker informed the Board she has been sober for the past 8 years. Ms. Tara 
Watson motioned to approve the applicant to sit for the LMSW exam. Ms. Ann-Marie Buchanan 
seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
Alisha Fortenberry – is an applicant for initial LMSW licensure by examination. Ms. Fortenberry 
appeared before the Board due to judgment rendered against the applicant and being placed on the abuse 
registry. Ms. Fortenberry provided a written explanation and documentation regarding the instance. The 
Board reviewed the application materials and discussed the matter with the applicant. Ms. Fortenberry 
informed the Board she was still presently on the abuse registry. Ms. Kim Mallory motioned to deny the 
applicant for licensure. Ms. Caitlyn Wright seconded the motion. A roll call vote was made, with majority 
in favor of this motion and it passed. 
 
Casey Kania - is an applicant for initial LMSW licensure by examination. Ms. Kania appeared before the 
Board due to responding affirmatively on the application to having ever been convicted of a felony or 
misdemeanor. Ms. Kania provided a written explanation and supporting documentation regarding her 
prior misdemeanors. The Board reviewed the application materials and discussed the matter with the 
applicant. Ms. Kim Mallory motioned to approve the applicant to sit for the exam. Ms. Kenya Anderson 
seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
Thomas Langer - is an applicant for initial LMSW licensure by examination. Mr. Langer appeared before 
the Board due to responding affirmatively on the application to having ever been convicted of a felony or 
misdemeanor. Mr. Langer provided a written explanation and supporting documentation regarding his 
prior misdemeanors, as well as an explanation on his road to recovery after his charges. The Board 
reviewed the application materials and discussed the matter with the applicant. Ms. Ann-Marie Buchanan 
motioned to approve the applicant to sit for the exam. Ms. Caitlyn Wright seconded the motion and it 
passed. 
 
Sarah Rapp – is an applicant for initial LCSW licensure by examination. Ms. Rapp appeared due to her 
LMSW license being expired from December 2018 to February 2023. No supervision hours that were 
obtained during this timeframe can be used toward obtaining LCSW. However this was discovered after 
she had already been approved to take the LCSW exam. Ms. Rapp followed all necessary steps to 
reinstate her LMSW as soon as she discovered it had expired. The Board reviewed the application 
materials and discussed the matter with the applicant. Ms. Caitlyn Wright motioned to approve the 
applicant to sit for the exam, with the following contingencies. The applicant must complete 3 hours of 
Rules and Regulations training provided by Ms. Paula Foster, and 100 direct supervised clinical hours 
would need to be completed on or before May 5, 2024. Everything would need to be received by the May 
2024 board meeting. Mr. Robert Zylstra seconded the motion. A roll call vote was made, with majority in 
favor of this motion and it passed. 
 
Samantha Kopp - is an applicant for initial LCSW licensure by examination. Ms. Kopp appeared before 
the Board due to her logs showing 60 out of 70 hours worked for supervision in a 4 to 5 day period. 
Applicant was recommended to appear before the Board by the Board consultant. Ms. Kopp provided an 
explanation of her hours, and mentioned she would be able to provide timesheets as proof of her hours. 
The Board reviewed the application materials and discussed the matter with the applicant. Ms. Ann-Marie 
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Buchanan motioned to approve the applicant to sit for the exam, contingent on the applicant providing the 
required documents before the November 30, 2023 board meeting. Mr. Robert Zylstra seconded the 
motion and it passed. 
 
Emma Olsen - is an applicant for initial LCSW licensure by examination. Ms. Olsen appeared before the 
Board due to supervision submission reflecting 100% virtual supervision. Applicant is seeking board 
approval, as rules state no more than 75%. The Board reviewed the application materials and discussed 
the matter with the applicant. The applicant’s individual virtual supervision was live, synchronous video 
conferencing, which was acceptable in accordance with the rules. Ms. Kim Mallory motioned to approve 
the applicant to sit for the exam. Ms. Caitlyn Wright seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Board reviewed the June 2, 2023, Board meeting minutes. Ms. Jennifer Williams motioned to 
approve the minutes contingent on the mentioned corrections being made. Mr. Robert Zylstra seconded 
the motion and the motion passed. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE REPORT 
 
The Board reviewed the statistical licensing report. 
 
CONDUCT NEW BUSINESS 
 
Ratification of New Licensees 
 
The Board reviewed the newly licensed and reinstated licensees since the last Board meeting. Ms. Kim 
Mallory motioned to ratify all names on the list. Ms. Williams seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
Policy regarding 100% virtual supervision  
The board clarified the specifics of the current rules mentioning that individual supervision can be 100% 
virtual in the case of synchronous live video teleconferencing. It does not include audio only. Ms. Ann-
Marie Buchanan motioned to approve the clarification as read in the meeting. Ms. Kim Mallory seconded 
the motion and the motion passed. 

 
At 4:07pm Ms. Deloach, Ms. Mallory and Ms. Anderson left the meeting, and the Board no longer held a 

quorum. 

Discussion on validity of a Doctorate for LMSW qualifications - 
While reviewing a submitted resume of a Licensee, the board clarifies that while the LMSW license 
requirements state that an applicant can have either an MSW or a DSW for their education requirements, 
the degree must be from an accredited program. The concern was the lack of a Masters’s program. While 
a doctorate was submitted, applicants that only have a DSW would have not been trained on the basics.  
 
 
Discuss and consider supervision rule changes – 

Ms. Trawick discussed supervision rule changes with the Board. The need was for the previously 
discussed clarification for the 750 direct supervision clinical hours. A policy was planned to be tabled for 
the next board meeting on November 30.   
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Supervision Plan -  
Ms. Candyce Wilson discussed with the board what was required in order to implement the supervision 
plan. Ms. Tara Watson agreed to creating a training video for it. Ms. Candyce Wilson agreed to begin 
working with the technical team to get it functional in LARS. Documentation on the plan would be 
drafted and worked on over the next few meetings. Further clarifications and decisions on the Supervision 
Plan will be discussed at the next Board meeting.  
 
Update from Karen Franklin, NASW Executive Director – Ms. Franklin and Ms. Trawick discussed 
the process of possibly bringing any rule changes that may need to be presented before the board. Talks 
were done about reviewing the rules that may need to be revised with one board member before the 
meeting. Ms. Ashley Childers volunteered to work with Ms. Paula Foster NASW and Ms. Karen Franklin 
of NASW on the rules review as a representative from the board. Any rules that are needed to be 
reviewed by the entire board can be reviewed during February’s meeting. 

 
There were no further public comments or calls. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 4:56pm CT. 


