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BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY  

MINUTES  
  
DATE:         August 8, 2025  
TIME:         9:00 AM CST  
  
LOCATION:         Poplar Conference Room  

665 Mainstream Drive, 1st Floor.  
Nashville, TN 37243  

  
MEMBERS PRESENT:      David Harris, PTA, Board Chair   

Kelly O’Connor, Public Member   
Jane David, PT Board Member  
LeAnn F. Childress, PT, Board Secretary  
  

STAFF PRESENT:       Noranda French, Board Director  
Mary Bennett, Board Manager  

          Michael Varnell, Senior Associate General Counsel  
          Paetria Morgan, OGC Attorney  
          Barbara Granum, BIV Disciplinary Coordinator  

  
      

            
          
GUESTS PRESENT:       Teresa Phillips, TnPAP Representative  
          Olivia Johnson, Legislative Liaison   
            
      
ABSENT:        Ronald Barredo, PT Board Member  
          Kara Love, Board Administrator   
                      
  
Major Item(s) on Agenda:  
  
    

I. Call to Order – With a quorum present David Harris called the meeting to order 
at 9:04 am. Mary Bennett initiated a roll call with all board members present.  
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II. Minutes - After reviewing, LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve May 9, 2025, 

minutes as written, Jane David seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
  

III. Legislative Wrap – Olivia Johnson, Legislative Liaison, provided an overview of the 
pertinent public chapters passed this legislative session regarding physical 
therapist or The Department of Health-Related Boards.   

  
PC 25 HB235 / SB57   
As enacted, extends the board of physical therapy to June 30, 2029. - Amends 
TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 63, Chapter 13.  
  
PC 45 HB192 / SB282   
As enacted, enacts the "Individualized Investigational Treatment Act." Outlines 
a patient’s right to seek treatment with an individualized investigational 
treatment and that a healthcare provider is protected against disciplinary 
action taken by the licensing board based solely on the provider’s 
recommendation regarding access or treatment with an individualized 
investigational treatment - Amends TCA Title 53 and Title 63.  - Amends TCA 
Title 53 and Title 63.   
  
*PC 46 HB111 / SB1283   
As enacted, adds Hepatitis C to the list of serological tests run at the time of 
the first examination for pregnant women. Removes Hepatitis B and adds a 
second Syphilis screening for all pregnant women between the 28th and 32nd 
week of gestation. Also, adds a third Syphilis screening for all pregnant women 
at the time of delivery.  
  
PC 56 HB383 / SB 744   
As enacted, directs the commissioner of health to, on or before July 1, 2025, 
add alpha-gal syndrome to the department of health's published list of 
reportable diseases and conditions, the occurrence of which must be 
reported to the department by a healthcare provider pursuant to existing 
administrative rule. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title 63 and Title 68.  
  
PC 69 HB1226 / SB669   
As enacted, deletes all references to the world health organization; requires a 
pandemic to be declared by the federal centers for disease and prevention 
control, rather than the world health organization, with a subsequent 
declaration of a state of emergency by the governor for the governor to have 
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exclusive jurisdiction to issue executive orders and directives related to the  
pandemic until the pandemic ceases to exist. - Amends TCA Title 7 and Title 
68.  
    
PC 76 HB62 / SB224   
As enacted, authorizes athletic trainers to use dry needling to carry out the 
practice of prevention, recognition, evaluation, management, disposition, 
treatment, or rehabilitation of athletic injuries; requires the board of athletic 
trainers to establish minimum competency requirements for an athletic 
trainer to demonstrate in order to practice dry needling. - Amends TCA Title  
49 and Title 63.  
  
PC 100 HB657 / SB619  
As enacted, allows a healthcare provider to petition a relevant board after 
completing a peer assistance or treatment program contract to remove 
information from the public-facing licensure verification website regarding the 
adverse action and the order by the relevant board after five years  from the 
completion date of that program or contract indicated in such order; 
authorizes the division of health related boards to promulgate rules to 
effectuate such petition process. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title 63 and Title 68.   
   
PC 125 HB1074 / SB1063   
As enacted, removes the requirement that a provider notify a patient of 
communication between the provider and a health insurance entity or 
healthcare facility concerning additional information needed to process a prior 
authorization request for the patient; removes the requirement that an  
utilization review agent notify the enrollee and the provider or healthcare 
facility when additional information is needed from the enrollee, provider, or 
healthcare facility to make a determination on the request for prior 
authorization. - Amends TCA Title 56 and Title 63, Chapter 1.    
  
*PC 127 HB1311 / SB1284   
As enacted, removes requirement that a license issued by a health related 
board be signed by members of the board prior to such issuance; authorizes 
the presiding officer to divide the board into panels to conduct contested case 
hearings or disciplinary matters; includes patient billing records as part of the 
medical and practice records that providers must make available for  
inspection upon the department's request; clarifies that identifying 
information of certain parties to a contested case hearing involving disciplinary 
charges filed against a provider must only be produced by the provider in 
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response to a subpoena from a law enforcement agency.  - Amends TCA Title 
4; Title 63 and Title 68.  
  
P C 213 HB510 / SB554   
As enacted, enacts the "Tennessee Physician Workforce Information Act."  
Requires the Department of Health to contact qualified medical  
organizations in Tennessee and request information on challenges, 
opportunities, and solutions related to physician workforce sustainability, 
including burnout, policy needs, training, access to care, and national trends. 
Amends TCA Title 4; Title 49; Title 63 and Title 68.    
  
PC 217 HB990 / SB1004   
As enacted, creates definitions for "inevitable abortion" and "serious risk of 
substantial and irreversible impairment of a major bodily function" providing 
more clarity to physicians in determining when a condition could qualify for an 
abortion to be performed that is not considered criminal - Amends TCA Title 
4; Title 9; Title 29; Title 33; Title 37; Title 38; Title 39; Title 40; Title 53;  Title 56; 
Title 62; Title 63; Title 68 and Title 71.  
  
PC 247 HB533 / SB449   
As enacted, enacts the "Fertility Treatment and Contraceptive Protection Act." 
Outlines protections for fertility treatment and contraception - Amends TCA 
Title 63 and Title 68.  
  
PC 266 HB1044 / SB955   
As enacted, creates the "Medical Ethics Defense Act." Grants healthcare 
providers the legal right to decline to participate in or fund any healthcare 
procedure, treatment, or service that violates their conscience. - Amends TCA 
Title 63.  
  
PC 272 HB1349 / SB1146   
As enacted, requires the medical examiner's office to ascertain and document 
current drug use, including psychotropic drugs, by a deceased individual who 
committed a mass shooting; directs the University of Tennessee's health 
science center to study drug interactions between the  psychotropic drugs and 
any other drugs present in the deceased individual's system; requires the 
department of health to disclose the psychotropic drug use of the individual 
to the public upon request. - Amends TCA Title 38; Title 53; Title 63 and Title 
68.   
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PC 294 HB1237 / SB1235   
As enacted, prohibits the exclusion of persons from membership on state 
regulatory and health-related boards on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, and 
national origin; prohibits such boards from establishing or operating under 
race-based policies pertaining to their composition; creates a private cause of 
action against a board and its officers, employees, and agents for such 
practices; removes requirement that appointing authorities strive to ensure 
certain boards and commissions are represented by members of racial 
minorities. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 21; Title 9; Title 62; Title 63 and Title 
68.  
  
PC 317 HB1203 / SB359   
As enacted, authorizes the board of medical examiners and board of 
osteopathic examination to issue a license subject to a private advocacy order 
which requires the applicant to participate in a peer assistance program 
approved by the board; designates private advocacy orders as  confidential 
and not public records, as long as the provider does not fail to maintain 
participation in the peer assistance program and requires the initiation of 
disciplinary proceedings by the board. - Amends TCA Title 63.  
  
PC 339 HB495 / SB606   
As enacted, rewrites the fee limits for a party requesting a patient's medical 
record in either paper or electronic format from a provider or the provider's 
third-party release of information provider. - Amends TCA Title 63 and Title  
68.    
  
PC 346 HB760 / SB817   
As enacted, authorizes a healthcare practitioner to prescribe and a pharmacist 
to dispense a prescribed, bronchodilator rescue inhaler to an authorized entity 
to be administered to a person believed to be experiencing asthma symptoms 
or respiratory distress in an emergency situation, under a standing protocol 
from the healthcare practitioner; encourages schools in LEAs and public 
charter schools to keep bronchodilator rescue inhalers to be administered to 
students believed to be having asthma symptoms or in respiratory distress in 
an emergency situation. - Amends TCA Title 49; Title 53; Title 63 and Title 68.   
   
PC 347 HB826 / SB895   
As enacted, outlines parental consent regarding medical treatment and video 
or voice recording of children on school property, as well as absences from 
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school due to religious holidays- Amends TCA Title 33; Title 36; Title 37; Title 
49; Title 63 and Title 68.  
    
PC 361 HB318 / SB263    
As enacted, prohibits the enforcement and recognition of requirements or 
mandates issued by the World Health Organization, United Nations, or World 
Economic Forum in this state or its political subdivisions – Amends TCA Title 4, 
Chapter 1, Part 4.  
  
  
PC390 HB1355 / SB1052   
As enacted, specifies that a biological father or alleged biological father who 
makes token financial support to or for the benefit of a child or the child's 
mother during the pregnancy or when the mother had physical custody of the 
child is not a putative father; makes various other changes regarding final 
orders of adoption. Adds to the list of persons a healthcare provider can get  
informed consent from before vaccinating a minor to include biological, legal, 
adoptive parent, potential adoptive parent or individual granted medical 
decision-making authority over a child under state law - Amends TCA Title 36 
and Title 63.  
  
*PC 400 HB1310 / SB1282    
As enacted, deletes present laws pertaining to rented premises unfit for 
habitation and quick fast food establishment delivery vehicles; removes the 
statutorily set permit fees to operate food service establishments and requires 
such permit fees to be set by rule; makes other revisions to present laws 
pertaining to food service and safety. - Amends TCA Section 53-8-103; Title 68, 
Chapter 110; Title 68, Chapter 111; Title 68, Chapter 14 and Title 68, Chapter 
15.  
   
HB923 / SB1084   
As enacted, enacts the "Dismantling DEI Departments Act." Prohibits a 
department, agency, or other unit of state government from use of a 
discriminatory preference in an effort to increase diversity, equity, or inclusion 
or establish or maintain an office, division, or department for such purposes. 
Sets exemptions for public health, medical research, or disease prevention 
programs   - Amends TCA Title 4; Title 5; Title 6; Title 7; Title 8 and Title 49, 
Chapter 7.   
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HB622 / SB1083F   
As enacted, enacts the “Dismantle DEI Act,” which prohibits local governments 
and public institutions of higher education from basing hiring decisions on any 
metrics that consider an applicant’s race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
age, or disability, or hiring a particular candidate to achieve any goals to 
increase diversity, equity, or inclusion in the workplace. – Amends TCA Title 5; 
Title 6; Title 7; Title 8 and Title 49.  
     
HB1330 / SB1316   
As introduced, enacts the “Less is More Act of 2025.” – Amends TCA Title 4; Title 
8; Title 20; Title 33; Title 38; Title 40; Title 52; Title 55; Title 62; Title 63; Title 68; 
Title 70 and Title 76. 
  
HB869 / SB890   
As enacted, deletes the 72 hour pause on certain lab results, requiring labs to 
fully comply with federal information blocking requirements. Also outlines 
requirements for insurance entities to establish and maintain certain 
application programming interfaces as described in federal code for the 
benefit of insureds - Amends TCA Title 8; Title 47; Title 56; Title 63 and Title 68.    
  
HB979 / SB764   
As enacted, establishes rules around which types of physicians can be 
employed by hospitals in different counties, with specific restrictions for 
specialties like radiologists, anesthesiologists, pathologists, and emergency 
physicians. It also defines conditions under which these physicians can be 
employed, including ensuring medical decision-making is not interfered with 
by the employing hospital. Establishes a licensing system for anesthesiologist 
assistants in Tennessee, setting requirements for education, certification, and 
supervision, and outlining their scope of practice under the direct oversight of 
a licensed anesthesiologist. - Amends TCA Title 47; Title 63 and Title 68.    
  

IV. Receive reports and/or requests from the Office of General Counsel Presented 
by Michael Varnell:  
   

There are currently no contested cases nor appeals. There are currently 4 Physical Therapists 
being monitored for discipline: 2 on probation, and 2 on suspension.  There are currently 5 
Physical Therapists Assistants being monitored for discipline; 1 on reprimand, 1 on 
probation, 2 on suspension and 1 revoked or surrendered.  
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After a brief discussion regarding PC 524 – Electronic meetings – Jane David made a motion 
to elect the August board meeting date as the in-person meeting. Kelly O’Connor seconded 
the motion. The motion carried.   
  
Paetria Morgan, OGC Attorney, presented the board with a Consent Order for James Officer, 
PTA 8639. With no questions or concerns, Jane David made a motion to ratify the consent 
order as written. Kelly O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried.   
  

V. Receive reports and/or requests from the Office of Investigations reported by 
Barbara Granum, Intake Coordinator, as follows:   
  
The physical therapy board has 17 open complaints and has closed 23, so far for 
2025. Of the 23 closed, 7-insufficent evidence, 6-OGC, 3-no action, 7-letters of 
warning. Open complaints included;  1-falsification of records/reports, 2substance 
abuse, 1-action in other state, 2-criminal charges, 2malpractice/negligence, 4-
unprofessional conduct, 1-lapsed license, 4-ce violations.   
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VI. No reports and/or requests from the Division of Health Licensure and  

Regulation   
  

VII. No Applicant Interview(s)  
  

VIII. Teresa Phillips presented the report from Tennessee Professional Assistance  
Program (TnPAP)   
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IX. Review, approve/deny and ratify initial determinations.  
  
a. After Review, LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve Physical Therapists 

Compact Privileges as written; Kelly O’Connor seconded the motion. The 
motion carried.   
  

b. After Review, Kelly O’Connor made a motion to approve Physical Therapists 
Assistants Compact Privileges as written; Jane David seconded the motion. The 
motion carried.   
  

c. LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve Newly Licensed Physical 
Therapists as written; Kelly O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion 
carried.   

  
d. Jane David made a motion to approve Newly Licensed Physical Therapists 

Assistants as written; LeAnn Childress seconded the motion. The motion 
carried.   

  
e. Kelly O’Connor made a motion to approve Physical Therapists Reinstatements 

after corrections, Jane David the motion. The motion carried.   
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f. LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve Physical Therapists Assistants 
Reinstatements with corrections, second by Kelly O’Connor. The motion 
carried.   

  
g. Kelly O’Connor made a motion to approve Closed Files for Physical Therapists 

as written; Jane David seconded the motion. The motion carried.   
  

h. Jane David made a motion to approve Closed Files for Physical Therapists 
Assistants as written; LeAnn Childress seconded the motion. The motion 
carried.   

  
i. Kelly O’Connor made a motion to approve CE Violation Agreed Citations for 

Physical Therapists as written; Jane David seconded the motion. The motion 
carried.   

  
j. Kelly O’Connor made a motion to approve CE Violation Agreed Citations for 

Physical Therapists Assistants as written; LeAnn Childress seconded the 
motion. The motion carried.   

  
k. Jane David made a motion to approve Lapsed License Violation Agreed 

Citations for Physical Therapists as written; LeAnn Childress seconded the 
motion. The motion carried.   

  
l. LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve Lapsed License Violation Agreed 

Citations for Physical Therapists Assistants as written; Jane David seconded the 
motion. The motion carried.   
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X. Receive reports and/or requests from the Administrative Office presented by 
Mary Bennett, Board Manager.  
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XI. Discuss and take action, if needed, regarding correspondence. 

   
a. 1150 01.23 Telehealth Inquiry from Melissa Holyfield – After a review of the 

inquiry the board members agreed that to practice Telehealth the provider 
must be licensed in the state the patient is residing. The Board attorney 
referred the licensee to review status 63 1 155 which applies to telehealth in 
TN.   
  

b. Course Approval  
i. Jane David made a motion to approve Course Name: Dry Needling 

Level 2 Course Number: 3762 Kelly O’Connor seconded the motion. The 
motion carried.   
  

ii. Kelly O’Connor made a motion table (November) requesting clarity for 
Course Name: Beneath the surface: Applied Anatomy for Dry Needling 
Through Cadav Course Number: 6319 LeAnn Childress seconded the 
motion. The motion carried.   

  
iii. Kelly O’Connor made a motion table (November) requesting clarity for 

Course Name: Dry Needling 2 Course Number: 6358 Jane David 
seconded the motion. The motion carried.   
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iv. Jane David made a motion to approve Course Name: Master Dry 
Needling Level 1 Course Number: 2025-152 Kelly O’Connor seconded 
the motion. The motion carried.   

         
XII. No Discuss and take action, if needed, regarding rulemaking hearings, rule 

amendments, and policies.   
  

XIII. No Discuss New/Old Board Business  
  

XIV. Board Meeting Dates for 2025.  
  

November 7, 2025  
  

XV. Public Comment  
  

XVI. Kelly O’Connor made a motion to adjourn at 9:55 am, seconded by LeAnn 
Childress. The motion carried.   

  
This memo shall be forwarded from individual programs to the Public Information Office on 
the 15th day of the preceding month.  The Public Information Office will prepare the monthly 
list of meetings within the Department and have ready for distribution to state media by the 
28th day of the preceding month.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

THESE MINUTES WERE RATIFIED ON NOVEMBER 7, 2025, BOARD MEETING   
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