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BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 
MINUTES 

 
DATE:     May 9, 2025 
 
TIME:     9:00 AM CST 
 
LOCATION:     Poplar Conference Room 

665 Mainstream Drive, 1st Floor. 
Nashville, TN 37243 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:    David Harris, PTA, Board Chair  

Kelly O’Connor, Public Member  
Jane David, PT Board Member 
LeAnn F. Childress, PT, Board Secretary 
 

STAFF PRESENT:    Noranda French, Board Director 
Mary Bennett, Board Manager 

     Michael Varnell, Senior Associate General Counsel 
Kara Love, Board Administrator 2 

 
STAFF ABSENT:   Samantha Moore, Board Administrator 2 

   
      
GUESTS PRESENT:    Teresa Phillips, TnPAP Representative 
     Sarah Suddarth, APTA-TN President 
     Stephen Curley - FSBPT liaison 
      
   
ABSENT MEMBER:   Ronald Barredo, PT Board Member 
       
           
Major Item(s) on Agenda: 
 
  

I. Call to Order – With a quorum present David Harris called the meeting to order 
at 9 am. Kara Love initiated a roll call with all board members present, with the 
exception Dr. Ronald Barredo. 

 
II. Receive reports and/or requests from the Office of Investigations reported by 

Barbara Granum, Intake Coordinator, as follow: the physical therapy board has 
11 open complaints and has closed 8, so far for 2025. Physical Therapist open 
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cases include: 1-Action in another State, 1-Criminal Charges, 1-
Malpractice/Neglagents, 1-Lapsed license, 1-CE Violation. Physical Therapist 
closed cases include: 2-insufficant evidence, 1-No action, 3-Letter of warning. 
Physical Therapist Assistants open cases include: 2-Substance Abuse, 1-
Malpractice/Neglagents, 1-Unprofessional conduct, 2 CE violation. Physical 
Therapist Assistant closed cases included: 1-Sent to OGC, 1-Insufficent evidence.  
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III. Minutes - After review LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve February 7, 

2025, minutes as written, Jane David seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 
 

IV. Receive reports and/or requests from the Office of General Counsel Presented 
by Michael Varnell:  

 
Rules/Polices: Project #23-0320. This is a rulemaking change for Rule 1150-01-.02. This is 
in response to recent legislation on physical therapy referrals by nurse practitioners and 
physician assistants. This rule went into effect May 5, 2025. Project #23-0467. The rewrite 
of the Rules will be discussed later in the meeting. The fee increase approved at the May 
2024 board meeting is included in this project.  This also contains the retrospective review 
changes pursuant to 2021 Public Chapter 328.  There are currently no contested cases nor 
appeals. There are currently 10 Physical Therapists being monitored for discipline; 3 on 
reprimand, 2 on probation, 3 on suspension and 2, revoked or surrendered. There are 
currently 13 Physical Therapists Assistants being monitored for discipline; 2 on reprimand, 
5 on probation, 2 on suspension and 4 revoked or surrendered.  
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Consent Order for PTA Kimberly Rouse #3198; After a review of the 
order Jane David made a motion to approve the consent order as 
written, Kelly O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
 

V. Receive reports and/or requests from the Division of Health Licensure and 
Regulation Noranda French, Board Director 

 

 



TENNESSEE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 
MAY 9, 2025 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
VI. Applicant Interview(s):  

 
a. Jacob Ozment PT #16387 defer to Board members for criminal background 

indications. LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve the licensure 
contingent upon the TnPap report and recommendation. Jane David 
seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
   

b. Samantha Vaal PTA #8869 defer to Board members for educational 
credentials. Jane David made a motion to approve the PTA Reciprocity 
application with the PT credentials. LeAnn Childress seconded the motion. 
Kelly O’Connor abstained from voting. The motion carried. 

 
  

VII. Teresa Phillips, TnPAP Director,  presented the report from Tennessee 
Professional Assistance Program (TnPAP) 

 
 

VIII. Review, approve/deny and ratify initial determinations. 
 
a. After Review, LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve Compact Privileges 

as written, Kelly O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
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b. LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve Newly Licensed as written, Kelly 

O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
 

c. Jane David made a motion to approve Provisional Permits as written, Kelly 
O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried.  

 
d. LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve Reinstatements after corrections, 

Jane David the motion. The motion carried.  
 

e. Kelly O’Connor made a motion to approve Closed Files as written, Jane David 
seconded the motion. The motion carried.  

 
f. LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve CE Violation Agreed Citations as 

written, Kelly O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
 

 

  
 
  
 

IX. a. Receive reports and/or requests from the Administrative Office presented by 
Kara Love, Board Administrator. 
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b. Compact Q1 2025 report – Noranda French spoke about the new updates to the 
report. These new updates allow administrative staff to see which states licensees 
are coming to practice in Tennessee through the compact privilege. It also reflects 
where Tennessee licensees are obtaining compact privileges. Noranda took this 
time to introduce Stephen Curley - FSBPT liaison. 
 

X. Discuss and take action, if needed, regarding correspondence  
 

a. Course Approval 
i. LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve Course Name: ETSU 

Foundations in Neuromusculoskeletal Dry  
Needling: An Evidence Based Approach Course Number 488, Kelly 
O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
 

ii.  Jane David made a motion to approve Course Name: Dry Needling 
Level 1 Course Number 3706, Kelly O’Connor seconded the motion. 
The motion carried.  

 
b. Ethics and Jurisprudence Renewal 

 
i. LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve Trainer Bios, Kelly 

O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 

ii. LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve TPTA Ethics, Kelly 
O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 
iii. LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve TPTA Jurisprudence, Kelly 

O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 

iv. LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve APTA Standards of 
Conduct, Kelly O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
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v. LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve APTA Code of Ethics, Kelly 

O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 

vi. LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve TPTA Ethics Post Test, 
Kelly O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 
vii. LeAnn Childress made a motion to approve TPTA Jurisprudence Post 

Test, Kelly O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 
 

XI. Discuss and take action, if needed, regarding legislation 
 
Break for ten minutes at 10:38 a.m.  
         

XII. Discuss and take action, if needed, regarding rulemaking hearings, rule 
amendments, and policies: 

 
Rulemaking Hearing – Presented by Michael Varnell, Senior Associate General 
Counsel, OGC:  

 
LeAnn Childress made a motion to accept the economic impact statement as 
well as the regulatory flexibility analysis as written Jane David seconded the 
motion. The motion carried. 

     
 
Michael Varnell, Attorney, called the rulemaking hearing to order. The 
rulemaking hearing is regarding the amendments made to chapter number 
1150-01. The purpose of the rewrite is to provide clear and precise information. 
The most significant changes are being made to 1150-01-.04 which address 
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internationally trained therapists, rule 1150-01-.05 which addresses licensure by 
reciprocity and rule 1150-01-.06 which addresses fee increases.  
 
Michael Varnell provided a synopsis of the changes being made. 1150-01-01. 
Definitions amended  by  adding  new  paragraphs  (4),  (18),  (19),  (20),  (21),  
(32),  and  (40),  and  renumbering the remaining paragraphs accordingly, and is 
further amended by deleting newly renumbered paragraphs (12), (23),  (26),  (30),  
(31),  (35),  and  (42),  and  subparagraph  (34)(b)  in  their  entirety. Rule 1150-01-
.02 Scope of Practice and Supervision is amended by deleting subparagraph 
(1)(a), including its parts and subparts, item (1)(b)2(iii)(IV), part (1)(b)5, and 
subparagraph (1)(e) in their entirety and substituting instead the following  
language,  and  is  further  amended  by  adding  new  items  (1)b)2(iii)(V)  and  
(1)b)2(iii)(VI). Rule 1150-01-.03 Necessity of Licensure is amended by deleting 
paragraph (5) in its entirety. Rule 1150-01-.04 Qualifications for Licensure is 
amended by deleting subparagraph (1)(b), parts (2)(a)2, (2)(a)3, (2)(b)2,  
(2)(b)3, and paragraph (3), including its subparagraphs and parts, in their 
entirety. and is further amended by adding new paragraph (4) and renumbering 
the remaining paragraphs accordingly, so that as amended, the new paragraphs, 
subparagraphs. Rule 1150-01-.05 Procedures for Licensure is amended by 
deleting subparagraph  (1)(a)  in  its  entirety  and  substituting  instead the 
following language, and is further amended by deleting subparagraphs (1)(c) and 
(1)(i) in their entirety, and  is  further  amended  by  deleting  newly  re-lettered  
subparagraphs  (1)(e),  (1)(f),  and  (1)(h)  in  their  entirety. Rule 1150-01-.05 
Procedures for Licensure is amended by deleting subparagraphs (3)(a) and (3)(b)  
in their entirety and substituting instead the following language, and is further 
amended by adding new subparagraphs (3)(c), (3)(d), including its  parts,  (3)(e),  
including  its  parts,  (3)(f),  and  (3)(g),  and  is  further  amended  by  deleting  
paragraph  (4),  including  its  subparagraphs,  in  its  entirety. Rule 1150-01-.06 
Fees is amended by deleting paragraph (3) and subparagraphs (4)(a), (4)(b), 
(4)(d), (4)(e), (4)(h), and (4)(j) in their entirety. Rule 1150-01-.07 Application Review, 
Approval and Denial is amended by deleting paragraph (1) in its entirety and 
substituting instead the following language and is further amended by deleting 
paragraph (2) in its entirety and renumbering the remaining paragraphs 
accordingly and is further amended by deleting newly renumbered paragraph 
(6) in its entirety. Rule 1150-01-.08 Examinations is amended by deleting 
paragraph (1), subparagraphs (2)(a), (2)(b), (4)(a), and (4)(b), and part (4)(b)2 in 
their entirety and substituting instead the following language, and is further 
amended by deleting paragraphs (5)  and  (9)  in  their  entirety  and  
renumbering  the  remaining  paragraphs  accordingly,  and  is  further  
amended  by  deleting  newly renumbered  paragraph (6),  including  its  
subparagraphs,  and subparagraph  (8)(a) in their entirety. Rule 1150-01-.09 
Renewal of License is amended by deleting subparagraphs (1)(b), including its 
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parts, and (1)(e), and part (1)(c)3 in their entirety. Rule 1150-01-.10 Provisional 
License is amended by deleting paragraph (1) in its entirety. Rule 1150-01-.11 
Retirement and Reactivation of License is amended by deleting the authority for 
the rule in its entirety. Rule  1150-01-.12  Continuing  Competence  is  amended  
by  deleting  the  introductory  paragraph,  paragraphs  (1),  (3),  (5),   
including  its  subparagraphs  and  parts,  paragraph  (6),  including  its  
subparagraphs  and  parts,  parts  (3)(a)1  and  (3)(b)1,  subparagraphs  (4)(a)  and  
(4)(b),  including  its  parts,  and  subpart  (4)(a)1(ii)  in  their  entirety. Rule 1150-
01-.12 Continuing Competence is amended by deleting subparagraphs (7)(b) and 
(8)(c) in their entirety and re-lettering the remaining subparagraphs accordingly 
and is further amended by deleting subparagraphs (8)(a) and newly re- 
lettered subparagraph (8)(d) in their entirety. Rule 1150-01-.14 Code of Ethics is 
amended by deleting the rule in its entirety. Rule 1150-01-.15 Disciplinary 
Actions, Civil Penalties, Assessment of Costs, and Screening Panels is amended 
by deleting the authority for the rule in its entirety. Rule 1150-01-.17 Change of 
Address and/or Name is amended by deleting the rule in its entirety, but not the 
rule title. Rule 1150-01-.18 Mandatory Release of Client Record is amended by 
deleting the authority for the rule in its entirety. Rule 1150-01-.19 Board 
Meetings, Officers, Consultants, Records, and Declaratory Orders is amended by 
deleting subparagraph (7)(d) in its entirety. R ule 1150-01-.20 Consumer Right-
To-Know Requirements is amended by deleting the authority for the rule in its 
entirety. Rule 1150-01-.21 Professional Peer Assistance is amended by deleting 
the rule in its  entirety. R ule 1150-01-.22 Dry Needling is amended by deleting 
paragraph (4) in its entirety. Rule 1150-01-.23 Telemedicine is a new rule. 
 
For the record, it is noted that old policy statements should be streamlined to 
align with the new rules, additionally, a task force was created that will involve 
Ms. Noranda French, Mr. David Harris, and Michael Varnell, OGC Board Attorney, 
for this project. 
 

XIII. Public Comment 
 
Amy Breedlove of TN-APTA asked if all Ethics and jurisprudence courses would 
need to be approved again when the new rules go into effect? Michael Varnell, 
responded, yes. 
 
 

XIV. Discuss New/Old Board Business 
 

a. Introduction to Stephen Curley - FSBPT liaison – Stephen introduced himself 
to the Board and gave a brief overview of what he will be handling.  
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XV. Board Meeting Dates for 2025. 

 
August 8, 2025 
November 7, 2025 
 

 
XVI. Leann Childress made a motion to adjourn at 1:04 p.m., seconded by Kelly 

O’Connor. The motion carried.  
 
 
 
This memo shall be forwarded from individual programs to the Public Information Office 
on the 15th day of the preceding month.  The Public Information Office will prepare the 
monthly list of meetings within the Department and have ready for distribution to state 
media by the 28th day of the preceding month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

THESE MINUTES WERE RATIFIED AT THE AUGUST 8, 2025, BOARD MEETING  


