
Legislative Update 2021 
Occupational Therapy  

 

Public Chapter 37 
This act prohibits agencies subject to sunset review from promulgating rules or 
adopting policies to exempt members solely by virtue of their status as members. 

This act took effect March 23, 2021. 

 

Public Chapter 143 
This act adds the practice of dry needling of the upper limb, with proper training 
and certification, to the present list of services that a licensed occupational 
therapist may provide, and specifies that the provision of such service by a 
licensed occupational therapist is not the practice of acupuncture. This act also 
requires the board of occupational therapy to establish minimum competency 
requirements that an occupational therapist must demonstrate in order to 
practice dry needling of the upper limb. Lastly, this act authorizes occupational 
therapy practice to occur via telemedicine, or provider-based telemedicine. 

This act took effect on April 13, 2021 for rulemaking purposes. The rest of the 
public chapter took effect July 1, 2021. 

 

Public Chapter 153 
This act creates a new definition of “store-and-forward telemedicine services” to 
include the use of asynchronous computer-based communications between the 
healthcare provider and the patient for the purpose of diagnoses, consultation, or 
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treatment of a patient at a distant site where there may be no in-person 
exchange. 

This act took effect April 13, 2021. 

 

Public Chapter 179 
This act authorizes unlicensed graduates of certain medical training programs to 
provide telehealth services, provided they maintain the same existing standards 
for telehealth that licensed providers must meet. 

This act took effect April 20, 2021. 

 

Public Chapter 242 
This act authorizes records custodians to petition a court for injunctive relief from 
individuals making frequent public records requests with the intent of disrupting 
government operations, following a fifth (5th) public records request. A records 
custodian can only petition a court if they notify the person in writing stating the 
specific conduct may constitute intent to disrupt government operations, and 
that the person continues to do so. The individual upon a court enjoinment would 
not be able to make public requests at the agency for up to one (1) year. 
 
This chapter took effect April 28th, 2021 and will sunset July 1, 2025. 
 
 

Public Chapter 291 
This act requires the attorney general and reporter to not approve an emergency 
rule if the emergency rule does not meet the statutory criteria for adoption of the 
rule. 
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This act took effect July 1, 2021. 

 

Public Chapter 328 
This act requires that starting December 1, 2023, state agencies submit a report 
of their effective rules to the chairs of the government operations committee 
every eight (8) years. The report is required to include a brief description of the 
department’s operations that each chapter affects, as well as each rule and its 
administrative history, which would include the original promulgated date and 
the dates the rule was last amended, if applicable. Additionally, the report would 
include a determination of each rule on whether it is adheres to current state or 
federal law or court rulings, should be amended or repealed, reviewed further, or 
continue in effect without amendment. Lastly, if there are any intentionally false 
statements in the report, the government operations committee would have the 
ability to vote to request the general assembly to remove a rule or suspend the 
department’s rulemaking authority for any reasonable period of time.  

This act took effect July 1, 2021. 

 

Public Chapter 357 
This act authorizes an exception to existing telehealth requirements governing 
healthcare providers in Tennessee. In doing so, it allows individuals licensed in 
another state to practice telehealth in Tennessee while providing healthcare 
services on a volunteer basis through a free clinic.  

This act took effect May 11, 2021. 
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Public Chapter 453 
This act requires public or private entities or businesses that operate a building 
open to the general public to post signage regarding public restroom access in 
certain situations. Specifically, this applies to entities or businesses that have 
restroom policies allowing either biological sex to use any public restroom within 
their building. The act includes requirements for language, size, location, and 
even color for the signage.  The act excludes unisex, single occupant restrooms or 
family restrooms intended for use by either sex.    

This act took effect July 1, 2021. 

 

Public Chapter 513 

This act prohibits the Governor from issuing an executive order and a state 
agency, department or political subdivision from promulgating, adopting, or 
enforcing an ordinance or resolution that requires a person to receive an 
immunization, vaccination, or injection for the SARS-CoV-2 virus or any variant of 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus. It also deletes the previous override during an epidemic or 
immediate threat of an epidemic of an objection against vaccination that was 
made on the basis of religious tenets. The law prohibits requiring the COVID-19 
vaccine to attend k-12 schools.  The prohibition against requiring vaccines does 
not apply to governmental entities subject to federal or state statute or rule that 
prohibits the entity from requiring medical treatment for those who object on 
religious grounds or right of conscience.  The law also does not apply to students 
of a public institution of higher education delivering healthcare services when the 
student is participating in/fulfilling requirements of a program in medicine, 
dentistry, pharmacy, or another healthcare profession.  

This act took effect May 25, 2021. 
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Public Chapter 531 
This act limits an agency’s authority to promulgate rules without a public hearing.   
There are exceptions to the public hearing requirement.  These exceptions 
include emergency rules, rules that are nonsubstantive modifications to existing 
rules (like clerical updates), rules that repeal existing rule, or rules that eliminate 
or reduce a fee described by an existing rule.   

This act took effect July 1, 2021. 

 

Public Chapter 532 
This act authorizes the joint government operations committee to stay an 
agency’s rule from going into effect for a period of time not to exceed ninety (90) 
days. If the government operations committee determines that subsequent stays 
are necessary, then the joint committee may issue consecutive stays, each for an 
additional ninety (90) day period, so long as such stays do not extend beyond the 
fifth legislative day of the year following the year in which the rule is filed with the 
secretary of state. The initial stay may be done by either the house or senate 
government operations committee, but subsequent stays must be by agreement 
by the committees of both chambers.  A stay is effective when the respective 
committee files written notice with the secretary of state, and the respective 
committee shall specify the length of effectiveness of the stay.  

This act took effect May 25, 2021. 

 

**These are general summaries of legislation.  For more detailed information and 
all specifics/requirements, please review the links to each public chapter** 
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