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TENNESSEE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY  
MINUTES 

 
DATE:                                   October 9, 2024 
 
TIME:                                   9:00 A.M. CST 
 
LOCATION: Health Related Boards  
 Iris Room 

665 Mainstream Drive 
Nashville, TN 37243 

 
BOARD MEMBERS 
PRESENT: Kurt Steele O.D.  
 Linda Tharp, O.D. 
 James Venable, O.D. 
 Kenneth Young, O.D.  
  
BOARD MEMBERS 
ABSENT:                               Zachary McCarty, O.D. 
                                                Consumer Member – Vacant 
 
STAFF 
PRESENT:                            Kimberly Wallace, Regulatory Board Administrative Director II 

Lyndsey Boone, Regulatory Board Administrative Director I 
Melicent Smith, Regulatory Board Administrative Assistant II 
Kathy Trawick, Associate General Counsel 

 

Call to Order 
 
Dr. Steele called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. CST. A roll call was conducted, and a quorum 
was present, with Dr. Kurt Steele, Dr. Linda Tharp, Dr. James Venable, and Dr. Kenneth Young 
present.  The Consumer Member seat is vacant.  Dr. Zachary McCarty was absent. 
 
Board staff from the Administrative Office, including Ms. Kimberly Wallace, Ms. Lyndsey Boone, 
and Ms. Melicent Smith, and from the Office of General Counsel, Ms. Kathy Trawick, were also 
present. 
 
Ms. Trawick presented the Conflict of Interest Statement and Open Meetings Act Notice to the 
Board, as follows: 
 
Conflict of Interest 
PURPOSE: To assure that the individual interests of board members do not conflict with or have 
the appearance of conflicts with their responsibilities to the Board to which they are appointed. 
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A circumstance in which a board member's individual interest impairs or impedes, or gives the 
appearance of impairing or impeding, his or her ability to make full, unbiased decisions or to 
provide full unbiased service to the Board.   
It is the duty of this Board to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Tennessee 
and that the administration of this solemn responsibility is dependent upon avoiding even the 
appearance of impropriety. 
Any board member who has a conflict of interest as defined above must recuse himself/herself 
from any matter and is prohibited from participating in any discussion or vote on the matter and 
shall leave the hearing room during the discussion or vote. 
If you have a personal or financial interest in the outcome of any issue or matter before this Board 
that may suggest a bias on your part, you are asked to state that interest on the record so a 
determination can be made as to whether there exists a need for recusal. 
It is improper for any board member having a conflict of interest to attempt to influence another 
board member at any time, including prior to the discussion on the matter for which the conflict 
exists. 
Open Meetings Act 
Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act, Board business may only be discussed by the Board members 
during the meeting. Members should not discuss the Board’s business at any time other than during 
the open Board meeting. The prohibition applies to phone calls, e-mails, and text messages. Board 
members should also ensure that all comments during the meeting are stated for all to hear; private 
conversations between or among members during the meeting are inappropriate.  
 
 
Public Comment 
 
Ms. Wallace reviewed the Public Comment policy, wherein, any individual wishing to make a 
public comment at a board meeting must submit a request to do so in writing, it must include the 
specific topic from the published agenda/sunshine notice for the meeting for which the individual 
wishes to make comment and must be received by the Administrative Office at least ten (10) 
business days prior to the date of a meeting.  
 
Should the agenda be amended after initial publication, the member of the public wishing to 
address the Board on an amended agenda item must give their written notice no less than twenty-
four (24) hours prior to the meeting.   
 
The email address for submission of a request to make public comment for this Board is: 
Unit3HRB.Health@tn.gov.  
 
No prior written requests for public comment were received by the Administrative Office for this 
meeting. 
 
 

mailto:Unit3HRB.Health@tn.gov
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Rulemaking Hearing, Chapter 1045-02 General Rules Governing the Practice of 
Optometry 
 
Regulatory Flexibility Analysis and Economic Impact Statement 
 
A motion was made by Dr. Venable 
To approve the Regulatory Flexibility Analysis and the Economic Impact Statement. 
A second was made by Dr. Tharp 
Discussion:  None   OR     As Follows 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
 
Rulemaking Hearing 
 
The Rulemaking Hearing was called to order by Kathy Trawick, Associate Counsel with the 
Department of Health’s Office of General Counsel.  She served as moderator of this rulemaking 
hearing.  The agency representatives (Board members) who were present introduced themselves 
for the record, with Dr. Kurt Steele, Dr. Linda Tharp, Dr. James Venable, and Dr. Kenneth Young 
present. 
 
It is October 9, 2024.  This rulemaking hearing is taking place pursuant to Tennessee Code 
Annotated, Section §4-5-204, in the Iris Conference Room, 665 Mainstream Drive, Nashville, 
Tennessee.  
 
The purpose of this rulemaking hearing is to solicit comments on the Board’s proposal to amend 
Rule(s) 1045-02-.08, 1045-02-.09, 1045-02-.18, and 1045-02-.19.  
 
Pursuant to T.C.A. §4-5-204, the following is a summary of the factual information on which the 
amended rules contained in the notice of rulemaking are based:  
 

The Board is amending Rule 1045-02-.08 to update the parameters for advertising 
optometric services. The amendment eliminates redundant or no longer relevant aspects of 
the Rule while including new language to reflect current optometric practice. The 
elimination of redundant and outdated requirements is most notable in 1045-02-.08(4) 
which outlines advertising content.  
  
The Board is amending Rule 1045-02-.09 to revise requirements for spectacle and contact 
lens prescriptions to reflect current optometric practice to better protect the public.  
  
The telehealth rule, 1045-02-.18, is being amended to expand the definition of Healthcare 
Provider to include optometry graduates and students who meet certain criteria so that the 
rule will comply with current state law. Because of amendments to the telehealth statute, 
the rule now references an incorrect subdivision of the statue. The rule is deleting 
prescription requirements that will be in conflict with amendments to rule 1045-02-.09. 
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Additionally, the rule is amended to delete language that is directly from the telehealth 
statute for the purpose of streamlining the rule.  
  
The Board is creating Rule 1045-02-.19 to require licensees to provide proof of an address 
change or name change within thirty (30) days of the change allowing for an increased 
ability to contact the licensee regarding licensure issues.    

 
A rule is defined as a Board statement of general applicability that implements or prescribes law 
or policy or describes the procedures or practice requirements of the Board.  Proposed rules are 
filed with the office of the Secretary of State, notice is given to the public for comment, and a 
rulemaking hearing is held.  Upon conclusion of the hearing and adoption of the proposed rules, 
the rules are sent to the Governor’s office for review and then forwarded to the Attorney General’s 
Office for review of legality.  If approved, they are filed with the Secretary of State, which is 
responsible for publication, and the Government Operations committee of the General Assembly.  
The rules become effective 90 days after they are filed in the Secretary of State’s office.  
 
Those members of the public wishing to speak were instructed to sign up at the table by the door.  
Only those who have signed will be permitted to speak.  Copies of the Notice of Rulemaking and 
tracked changes of the proposed rule amendments were available on the table for anyone wishing 
a copy. 
 
Board members had access to the Notice of Rulemaking and tracked changes of the proposed rule 
amendments electronically on the meeting iPads as Item # 3 as well as in hard copy format. 
 
Ms. Trawick collected the request list for Public Comment.  There were no requests for public 
comment made. 
 
The notice of rulemaking hearing included the entire text of the proposed rules and was published 
on May 20, 2024, on the Tennessee Administrative Website. 
 
Ms. Wallace, confirmed that additional notice was given to the affected individuals or groups 
including: 
 

• A public posting was published on the Board’s website 
• A public posting was published on the Health Related Boards Calendar of Events website 
• An email was sent to the Association of Regulatory Boards of Optometry 
• An email was sent to the TN liaison to the Association of Regulatory Boards of Optometry 
• An email was sent to the TN Association of Optometric Physicians 
• An email was sent to Southern College of Optometry 
• By individual request, an email was sent to Morrison Capital Strategies 

 
Ms. Trawick read the substance of the proposed rules into the record. 
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A motion was made by Dr. Venable 
To approve the rule changes, as reviewed and presented. 
A second was made by Dr. Tharp 
Discussion:  None   OR     As Follows 
 
Ms. Wallace facilitated a roll call vote, as follows: 
 
Dr. Steele           AYE        NAY 
Dr. Tharp           AYE        NAY 
Dr. Venable       AYE        NAY 
Dr. Young          AYE        NAY 
 
The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
The rulemaking hearing and comment period were concluded, and Ms. Trawick thanked everyone 
for their participation. 
 
 
Discuss and Take Action as necessary regarding Legislation  
 
The 2024 legislative summary was presented by Grayson Carter. 
 
A copy of the report is included as an attachment to these Minutes. 
 
Dr. Venable inquired about PC1061 regarding children aged 14-18 and the parental consent 
requirement and if this new Public Chapter changes previous protocol.  Mr. Carter directed that an 
inquiry could be made to their professional association for interpretation. 
 
 
Receive Reports and/or Requests from the Division of Health Licensure and Regulation 
 
Fiscal Director Emily Godwin was present to provide the FY2024 reports to the Board, with 
highlights including: 
 

• Total Expenditures: $250,064.98 
• Board Fee Revenue: $198,516.04 
• Change in Position: ($51,548.94) 
• Reserve Balance: $620,598.32 
• The Reserve Balance exceeds two times the three-year average of operating expenditures 

for two consecutive fiscal years. 
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• Revenue is not two times greater than expenses for two consecutive fiscal years. 

It was noted that the Board’s fee decrease became effective on 06/24/2024, which decreased the 
Application Fee from $250.00 to $150.00 and left all other fees unchanged.  A natural attrition to 
the Reserve Balance should occur due to increased expenses and the recent fee decrease. 
 
Ms. Wallace noted the Training of State Employees line item includes $36,000 paid to ARBO for 
the Board’s membership and for the OE Tracker. 
 
The Board noted the increase in legal services and Ms. Godwin provided a summary of how hours 
are attributed for these services.  Ms. Trawick noted there being several rule packages in process, 
that has required additional time spent in working those items. 
 
 
Presentation of Orders and OGC Disciplinary Items 
 
Consent Orders 
 
None 
 
 
Agreed Orders 
 
None 
 
 
Orders of Compliance 
 
None 
 
 
Requests for Order of Modification 
 
None 

 
 

Applicant Interviews/File Reviews/Waivers and Other Requests 
 
File Review – Glenn Londos, O.D., File #3923 
 
The applicant was :   Present In Person     Present By Phone       Not Present 
 
 
Glenn Londos, O.D., has applied for licensure.  He is a 1982 graduate of the Illinois College of 
Optometry.  Due to his date of graduation being prior to the implementation of the NBEO Exam 
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Part III and the ISE, he is seeking Board arrival for a waiver of both these examinations, in 
accordance with Rule 1045-02-.03(5) and the Board’s Policy Statement in Injectable Certification 
and Licensure, which is available for those licensees with initial licensure occurring prior to 
August 1, 2012. 
 
He has submitted documentation of having completed coursework at the Northeastern State 
University Oklahoma College of Optometry in May 2024. 
 
Licenses Held: 

1. IL, issued 07/11/1986, expired 03/31/1988 
2. WI, issued 07/23/1982, expires 12/14/2025  
3. MN, issued 01/19/2023, expires 12/31/2024 

 
The Board discussed the applicant’s qualifications and documentation with Dr. Londos. 
 
Dr. Londos confirmed the training included a wet lab component and intermuscular injections.  He 
stated the course meets the requirements for MN that have requirements similar to those in TN. 
 
A motion was made by Dr. Tharp 
To approve the waiver of the NBEO Part III and ISE and approve licensure for Glenn Londos, 
O.D.and approve licensure. 
A second was made by Dr. Young  
Discussion:  None   OR     As Follows 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
 
File Review – Emily Detsch, O.D., File 3919 
 
The applicant was:   Present In Person     Present By Phone       Not Present 
 
Dr. Detsch has applied for licensure in TN, and is a 2017 optometry school graduate with initial 
licensure in GA in 2017.  She does not currently hold an active license. 
 
She has submitted an application for licensure that is complete outside of one exception that cannot 
be administratively approved; she has not passed the NBEO Injectable Skills Exam (ISE), having 
had one unsuccessful attempt in 2016. 
 
In January 2024, Dr. Detsch contacted the Administrative Office to inquire about steps towards 
licensure in TN and was emailed the instructions, which as standard practice, includes the 
requirement of the ISE and also the link to the Board’s Policy Statement on Injectable Certification 
and Licensure, and also includes narrative statements that the ISE Waiver is available for those 
individuals whose initial date of licensure was prior to 2012, this information appears in the 
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checklist of application requirements, additionally, an excerpt from the injectable policy is 
included in the body of that email. 
 
Dr. Detsch later contacted the Administrative Office again in May 2024, approximately two (2) 
months prior to submitting an application, asking if the Southern College of Optometry (SCO) 
injectables course would meet TN’s licensure requirements. The staff member that took the call 
acknowledged that the SCO course is accepted in TN.  While Dr. Detsch mentioned that she 
graduated in 2017, she also verbalized that in looking at the Policy Statement that she saw the 
policy was applicable to those with initial licensure prior to 2012. The staff member did not have 
an application or any documentation confirming the initial date of licensure for Dr. Detsch and 
was thus, providing general information. 
 
In July 2024, Dr. Detsch submitted an application for licensure, without documentation of passing 
the ISE.  Rather, she has submitted documentation from having completed the Southern College 
of Optometry injections coursework on 05/20/2024.   
 
After review of the application, the Administrative Office has informed Dr. Detsche that she does 
not qualify for the waiver of the ISE, as her application confirms initial licensure occurring in 
2017, which is after the date threshold set in the Board’s Policy. 
 
Dr. Detsche has requested to appear before the Board to ask for acceptance of the completed SCO 
coursework in lieu of successfully passing the ISE. 
 
Licenses Held: 

1. WI, issued 08/23/2018, expired 12/17/2023 
2. GA, issued 06/19/2017, expired 12/31/2019 

 
Dr. Venable clarified that the applicant did not graduate and was not initially licensed prior to 
2012.  Ms. Trawick stated that the applicant was given the correct information prior to the phone 
call with board staff in May 2024 and she did have the correct information when she made the 
phone call; she did not ask the right questions.  She was given information based on the questions 
she asked.  Based on the date of her initial license, she does not qualify for the waiver.  The 
information Dr. Detsch was given in writing was correct.  Dr. Venable stated the applicant was 
provided the waiver information, and she does not qualify for a waiver. 
 
The Board discussed the application and waiver request with Dr. Detsch.  She reiterated the 
information she presented in her letter of request. Dr. Detsch went on to state that she thought that 
a rule could have changed. She then asked the Board if her application could be allowed to remain 
open for an extended period of time if the Board does not accept her waiver request. 
 
Dr. Detsch then disclosed that she took the ISE at the end of September 2024, realizing that if she 
waited until the Board heard her interview in October it could delay things further. She had not 
previously disclosed this information to the Administrative Office. 
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A motion was made by Dr. Tharp 
To deny the request for the ISE waiver; if Dr. Detsch she passes the September 2024 attempt she 
has made at the ISE, the Administrative Office may administratively approve the file for licensure; 
if Dr. Detsch fails the September 2024 attempt at the ISE, she has 90 days from the 10/09/2024 
meeting date during which the application will be allowed to remain open to allow a re-take of the 
ISE. 
A second was made by Dr. Venable 
Discussion:  None   OR     As Follows 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
 
The Board reviewed Rule 1045-02-.04(3) regarding waivers of continuing education, as follows: 

Rule 1045-02-.04 
(3) The Board, in cases of documented illness, disability, other undue hardship or 
retirement, may  
(a) Waive the continuing education requirements; and/or  
(b) Waive the renewal fee (but not the state regulatory fee); or  
(c) Extend the deadline to complete continuing education requirements.  
(d) To be considered for a waiver of continuing education requirements, or for an extension 
of the deadline to complete the continuing education requirements, an optometrist must 
request such in writing with supporting documentation before the end of the calendar year 
in which the continuing education requirements were not met.  
(e) To be considered for a waiver of the renewal fee, an optometrist must request such in 
writing with supporting documentation on or before the renewal due date. 

 
Waiver Request, CE – James Miller, O.D., License #751 
 
Dr. James Miller, License #751, has requested a waiver of the in-person CE requirement for the 
CE Cycle of 07/01/2022 – 06/30/2024, in conjunction with his license expiration date of 
07/31/2024.  The request was initiated by Dr. Miller on 06/07/2024.  Dr. Miller cites having 
completed all required hours via multi-media online formats, however, he did not complete any of 
the required twenty-five (25) hours in -person during this period.  He has submitted a statement 
documentation from his physician in support of this request. 
 
A motion was made by Dr. Young 
To waive the in-person component for 25 hours for the 07/01/2022 – 06/30/2024 CE Cycle 
A second was made by Dr. Tharp 
Discussion:  None   OR     As Follows 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
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Waiver Request, CE – Alan Pressman, O.D., License #397 
 
Dr. Alan Pressman, License #397, has requested an extension to complete his CE requirements for 
the period of 04/01/2021 – 03/31/2023, in conjunction with his license expiration/renewal date that 
occurred on 04/30/2023.  The request was not submitted prior to the end of the CE Cycle or the 
calendar year in which the hours were required to have been completed. 
 
This request was received by the Administrative Office on 06/10/2024, after he was issued an 
agreed citation on 03/26/2024, wherein he was found deficient in the amount of eighteen (18) 
hours of continuing education for the 2021-2023 CE Cycle.  Dr. Pressman cites the completion of 
sixteen (16) of those eighteen (18) hours, however, they occurred after the conclusion of the CE 
Cycle, in September 2023. 
 
Dr. Pressman was informed that the Board’s rules regarding a CE waiver or extension should be 
accompanied by medical documentation when medical reasons are the basis for the request.  He 
has not provided any supporting documentation. 
 
Looking at Dr. Pressman’s licensure record, on 07/13/2022, the Board ratified an agreed citation 
for a previous CE violation wherein, Dr. Pressmen was found deficient in the amount of fifteen 
(15) hours of continuing education during his CE cycle of 04/01/2019 – 03/31/2021. 
 
A motion was made by Dr. Tharp 
To accept his extension request contingent upon submission of medical documentation within 15 
days of notice, if he does not, then it would be denied.  
A second was made by Dr. Venable 
Discussion:  None   OR     As Follows 
 
Dr. Steele states in Dr. Pressman’s letter, he states he has never been disciplined before, but he has 
had discipline on the last CE Cycle. 
 
Dr. Steele           AYE        NAY 
Dr. Tharp           AYE        NAY 
Dr. Venable       AYE        NAY 
Dr. Young          AYE        NAY 
 
The motion passed by majority by roll call vote. 
 
 
Practice Name Request – Jared Cooper, O.D., License #3853: Tennessee Valley Vision, PLLC 
 
A request was made by Dr. Jared Cooper, License #3853, has requested approval of a 
professional practice in the name of Tennessee Valley Vision, PLLC. 
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A motion was made by Dr. Young  
To approve the professional practice name of Tennessee Valley Vision, PLLC for Dr. Jared 
Cooper, License #3853. 
A second was made by Dr. Venable 
Discussion:  None   OR     As Follows 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
 
Practice Name Request – Christopher Harlan, O.D., License #3285: Harlan Optometry Practice, 
PLLC, d/b/a/ Harlan Eye Care 
 
A request was made by Dr. Christopher Harlan, License #3285, has requested approval of a 
professional practice in the name of Harlan Optometry PLLC, dba Harlan Eye Care 
 
A motion was made by Dr. Tharp 
To approve the professional practice name of Harlan Optometry PLLC, dba Harlan Eye Care for 
Dr. Christopher Harlan, License #3285. 
A second was made by Dr. Young 
Discussion:  None   OR     As Follows 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
 
 
Tennessee Medical Foundation (TMF) Presentation 
 
Dr. Michael Baron, TMF Medical Director, made a request to introduce TMF to the Board and 
provide an overview of their services.   
 
The TMF presentation included a timeline of Dr. Baron’s experiences as well as the history of the 
TMF.  Dr. Baron gave an overview of the Physician Health Program (TMF-PHP) and the online 
mental health screening tool.  TMF has transferred the six (6) currently monitored TN Respiratory 
licensees over from TNPAP to TMF. 
 
Ms. Wallace informed the Board that, during the time she has worked with the Board, beginning 
in 2018, the Board has not made any referrals for peer assistance and has not encountered any 
applications with criminal indications wherein the Board has expressed a need for evaluation.  She 
and Ms. Trawick, reviewed administrative and OGC causes for bringing an application to the 
Board that may be cause for a peer assistance evaluation.  Ms. Trawick noted not having made any 
disciplinary-related referrals for the optometry profession.  
 
A motion was made by Dr. Tharp 
To have the TMP info and link posted to the Board’s website 



 
TN Board of Optometry Minutes 

October 9, 2024 
Page 12 of 16 

 

A second was made by Dr. Venable 
Discussion:  None   OR     As Follows 
 
Dr. Venable just recently learned about the TMF services.   
 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
A motion was made by Dr. Steele 
To put a discussion on the next board meeting to discuss the possibility of opening an RFP for a 
peer assistance contract.   
A second was made by Dr.Young  
Discussion:  None   OR     As Follows 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
 
Receive Reports and take action as needed regarding CSMD Committee Reports  
 
No reports were presented. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
The Board’s consent agenda included the following items: 
 

• Approval of Meeting Minutes, June 12, 2024 
• Ratification of Licensure Files 
• Approval of Agreed Citations 

o CE – Mariam Girges, O.D., License #3603 
o CE – Sylvester Hora, O.D., License #810 
o CE – Ashley Shuler, O.D., License #3123 
o CE – Andrew Shum, O.D., License #3317 

• Departmental Reports 
o Administrative Office 
o Office of General Counsel 
o Office of Investigations 

• Notices 
o ARBO Board Liaison 
o ARBO Part III PEPS Exam 
o ARBO Part III PEPS Exam Webinar 
o University of Pikeville 
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Ms. Trawick noted that she will be re-reviewing rule changes that may be necessary due to new 
legislation and/or the retrospective rule review and should have it available for board review in 
the next meeting. 

 
A motion was made by Dr. Venable 
To approve the consent agenda 
A second was made by Dr. Young 
Discussion:  None   OR     As Follows 
 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
 
Discuss and take action as necessary regarding Rulemaking, Rule Amendments, and 
Policies 
 
Rule 1045-02-.05 

 
Ms. Trawick presented a redlines version of Rule 1045-02-.05 with proposed updates to (8)(a) 
Approval of Continuing Education, subsequent to a request received from Dr. Venable after the 
Board’s discussion in their 06/12/2024 meeting.  This rule is currently included in a rulemaking 
package that is undergoing internal review.   
 
A motion was made by Dr. Tharp 
To approve the changed language to 1045-02-.05(8)(a) as presented. 
A second was made by Dr. Young 
Discussion:  None   OR     As Follows 
 
Dr. Steele           AYE        NAY 
Dr. Tharp           AYE        NAY 
Dr. Venable       AYE        NAY 
Dr. Young          AYE        NAY 
 
The motion passed unanimously by majority roll call vote. 
 
Review of Correspondence  
 
There were no correspondence items for the Board to review in this meeting. 
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Conference/Event Reports and Upcoming Events Review 
 
The June 2024 ARBO meeting attendance was reviewed. 
 
Dr. Steele discussed the importance of non-biased education for licensees. 
 
Ms. Wallace thanked the Board for the opportunity to attend the meeting.  She noted that the 
executive director’s roundtable event, held after-hours on Monday evening, was of particular 
interest to her.  There were approximately a dozen directors from across the country in attendance, 
and they covered a variety of topics, including licensure systems or lack thereof, continuing 
education requirements, application processing, and renewal procedures, among other topics. 
 
Discuss Old/New Board Business 
 
New Business - Supervising Physician Inquiry 
 
Dr. Tharp requested the Administrative Office add this item to the agenda, in addition, one other 
licensee, Dr. Chris Cooper, had inquired about this topic. 
 
Ms. Trawick informed the Board that the correspondence received states that TCA 63-7-123 
(although the email referenced 637-123) denies patients from receiving prescriptions.  Ms. 
Trawick researched and TCA 63-7 is a statute that is applicable to nursing, not to all boards.  She 
also reached out to the legislative team and Assistant Commissioner Holt Whit confirmed that 63-
7 is applicable to nursing and he did not see a connection to optometry.  If the office has a nurse 
practitioner that writes an applicable prescription, then the pharmacy would reach out regarding 
the supervising physician.  In review with Matt Gibbs, attorney for the pharmacy board, there is 
nothing in the prescription world that would require this to be applicable.  If an individual believes 
a pharmacist or individual at a pharmacy is violating their practice act and requiring something 
that is not necessary, they can file a complaint against the pharmacy or pharmacist.  Otherwise, 
the statue referenced does not apply to the Board of Optometry. The statutes does not apply to 
optometrists, and if Dr. Cooper experiences a problem, he can file a complaint against the 
pharmacist that is attempting to require something that is not required. 
 
Ms. Trawick will work on a response to Dr. Cooper in this regard directing him to the practice 
act. 
 
Old Business – Jurisprudence Exam Rules 1045-02-.03(3) 
 
In the 06/12/2024 meeting, the Board heard a presentation from the Dental Board Director about 
the online system that profession uses to administer their jurisprudence examinations. They 
requested a follow-up discussion be added to this meeting. 
 
Ms. Wallace noted that for the Optometry Board to transition their pre-licensure to an online, 
multiple-choice, no-fail exam format, would require them to review and amend their rules, section 
1045-02-.03(3).  Further amendments would also have to be made, should they wish to require a 
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jurisprudence exam as a continuing education requirement. 
 
This will require the Board making public notice on a future agenda to initial rule writing. 
 
Dr. Venable noted the Board previously approved and implemented a revised version of the 
jurisprudence exam, which is currently in place.  He is in favor of having it available online.   
 
A motion was made by Dr. Venable 
To put on the next meeting agenda rule edits to the rules to move to an online jurisprudence exam. 
A second was made by Dr. Tharp 
Discussion:  None   OR     As Follows 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
 
Election of Officers 
 
 
Current officers: 

Chair: Dr. Steele 
Vice Chair: Dr. Tharp 
Secretary-Treasurer: Dr. Venable 

 CSMD Representative: Dr. McCarty 
 
A motion was made by Dr. Steele 
To approve the following officers for 2025: 

Chair: Dr. Tharp 
Vice Chair: Dr. Venable 
Secretary-Treasurer: Dr. McCarty  

    CSMD Representative: Dr. McCarty 
A second was made by Dr. Young  
Discussion:  None   OR     As Follows 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Adjourn  
 
There being no further business to be heard, a motion was made by Dr. Steele to adjourn. 
A second was made by Dr. Tharp 
Discussion:  None   OR     As Follows 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
The meeting adjourned at 12:16pm CST 
 
 
 





 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS TO BOARD MINUTES 



 

2024 Board of Optometry Legislative Wrap  
PC.557 SB2074/HB1678  

As enacted, transfers certain duties and authority regarding data reported by health facilities from the 
executive director of the health facilities commission to the department; requires licensed birthing 
centers to report claims data on discharges to the department at least quarterly; removes requirement 
that an owner of a hospital that closes must submit to the department a report of the statistical 
particulars relative to the hospital's patients for the fiscal year. 

PC.561 SB2075/HB1679 

As enacted, generally prohibits a licensed dentist from allowing, under general supervision, more than 
three dental hygienists to work at any one time; authorizes a dentist to supervise, under direct 
supervision, no more than five dental hygienists while the dentist and each hygienist are providing dental 
services on a volunteer basis through a nonprofit provider of free mobile clinics; authorizes a dentist to 
supervise, under general supervision, no more than five dental hygienists if the dentist and dental 
hygienists work for the department of health, a county or metropolitan health department, or an entity 
that participates in the state safety net program for the uninsured. Board of Dentistry Rules 

PC.566 SB1595/HB1635 

As enacted, prohibits emotional support animals that are not trained, or being trained, to perform tasks 
or work for a person with a disability from indoor areas of food service establishments. 

PC.584 SB1957/HB2079 

As enacted, establishes a process for a licensed veterinarian to report suspected animal cruelty in 
violation of certain criminal laws and testify in a judicial or administrative proceeding concerning the 
care of the animal without being subject to criminal or civil liability. 

PC.586 SB2628/HB2666 

As enacted, establishes qualifications for a person to receive a professional counselor license through a 
reciprocal agreement that this state has entered into on or before January 1, 2024. The qualifications are 
as follows: Has a master's degree in counseling or education; (2) Has a valid, unencumbered license in 
the state with which this state has such reciprocal agreement; (3) Has actively practiced for at least the 
preceding twenty-four (24) months in the state with which this state has such reciprocal agreement; and 
(4) Has passed the examination offered by the National Board for Certified Counselors (NBCC) or such 
other examination approved by the board. 
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PC.606 SB2276/HB2904 

As enacted, clarifies that the executive directors of the board of pharmacy and the board of nursing are 
employees of the department of health, under the supervision and control of the division of health 
related boards.      

PC.608 SB2581/HB2303 

As enacted, requires only marriage license applicants under the age of 18 to provide the name and 
address of the applicant's parents, guardian, or next of kin 

PC648 SB2398/HB2371 

As enacted, increases from 48 hours to two business days the time by which a physician in charge of a 
patient who dies or a medical examiner must determine the cause of death and complete and sign a 
medical certification of death. 

PC.651 SB2590/HB2522 

As enacted, authorizes the board of osteopathic examination to issue advisory private letter rulings upon 
request to affected licensees regarding matters within the board's primary jurisdiction; provides that 
such rulings only affect the licensee making the inquiry and have no precedential value for another 
inquiry or future contested case that might come before the board. 

PC678 SB1787/HB2327 

As enacted, by May 31, 2025 and by each May 31 thereafter, requires the department of health to 
publish an annual report stating the total number of attempted suicides and completed suicides that 
have occurred in this state in the previous calendar year; requires the department to submit the report 
electronically to all members of the general assembly within seven calendar days of the publication. 

PC.680 SB1843/HB2004 

As enacted, requires the department to investigate reports of the number of diagnoses of cancer and 
Parkinson's disease based on data currently available to the department in Maury County and Lawrence 
County; requires the department to submit a report to legislative committees no later than July 1, 2025. 

PC.700 SB2399/HB2296 

As enacted, authorizes the board for professional counselors, marital and family therapists, and clinical 
pastoral therapists to enter into a reciprocal agreement with any other state that licenses marital and 
family therapists. 

PC.703 SB2445/HB2254 

As enacted, adds three persons to the state child fatality review team who are each state residents with 
a child under 18 (The Governor, Speaker of the House, and Speaker of the Senate each get one of the 3 
appointments) ; requires the state child fatality review team to distribute the team's annual report to 
each local education agency and to the board of the Tennessee Chapter of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. 
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PC.714 SB2810/HB2622 

As enacted, allows the board of pharmacy to license ambulatory surgical treatment centers if certain 
criteria are met. An ambulatory surgical treatment center that applies to the board for licensure shall 
designate to the board either a pharmacist-in-charge, as defined in § 63-10-204, or a medical director 
who is licensed as a physician under part 6 or part 9 of this title, as the person who has the authority and 
responsibility for compliance with laws and rules pertaining to the practice of pharmacy at the 
ambulatory surgical treatment center 

PC.718 SB1588/HB1610 

As enacted, increases from 500 to 650 the minimum number of curriculum hours that an applicant for 
licensure in massage must have completed at a board-approved institution for massage, bodywork, or 
somatic therapy in order to be eligible for licensure under the Massage Licensure Act of 1995. 

PC.736 SB0334/HB0468 

As enacted, removes certain limitations placed on a person trying to meet the educational requirement 
for licensure as a polysomnographic technologist by presenting proof of successful completion of an 
accredited sleep technologist educational program (A-STEP) that is accredited by the American Academy 
of Sleep Medicine. 

PC.741 SB1874/HB1853 

As enacted, clarifies, for the purposes of regulation of health and related facilities, what constitutes 
home health services. Home health service does not include services that are: Provided by a person or 
entity that provides solely the services of a healthcare professional licensed under title 63, chapter 13 or 
17; (b) Provided solely on an outpatient basis; (c) Provided to individuals who are not certified by a 
physician as meeting the definition of homebound, as defined in Sections 1835(a) and 1814(a) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 1395f and 1395n); and ( cl) Not reimbursed under Medicare part A; and 
(ii) This subdivision (25)(K) does not exclude a therapist or entity from the requirements of this section 
relative to professional support services; and  "Home health service" does not include physical, 
occupational, or speech therapy services provided by a person or entity that provides solely the services 
of a healthcare professional licensed under title 63, chapter 13 or 17, when provided in the room or 
residence of an assisted-care living facility resident 

PC.749 SB2362/HB2122 

As enacted, requires the department to collaborate with a Tennessee organization approved by the 
Board of Medical Examiners for the creation of a continuing education program for the purpose of 
providing healthcare professionals with information and training relative to public and office safety. 

PC.756 SB1993/HB2289 

As enacted, authorizes a medication aid to administer oral or topical medications prescribed with a 
nursing designation authorizing or requiring administration on an as-needed basis, regardless of whether 
a nursing assessment of the patient has been completed by a licensed nurse before administration; 
removes the prohibition against a medication aide administering medications delivered by 
aerosol/nebulizers or metered hand-held inhalers without spacers. 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0714.pdf
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PC.759 SB2549/HB2537 

As enacted, requires former and current district attorneys general, to solemnize the rite of matrimony, to 
opt in by filing notice of intention to solemnize the rite of matrimony with the office of vital records. 

PC.761 SB2482/HB2773 

As enacted, enacts the "Cassie Wright Act," which makes changes to law relative to a parent, legal 
guardian, or legal custodian having access to certain medical information of their unemancipated minor. 
Requires a health care professional who reports a threat of bodily harm or threat of committing suicide, 
by a service recipient who is an unemancipated minor, to law enforcement must also report to the 
unemancipated minors parent, legal guardian, or legal custodian. Requires access to an unemancipated 
minors prescription records unless the provider is required to report abuse or access to this information 
is reasonably likely to endanger the life or physical safety of the minor. 

PC.767 SB1657/HB1846  

As enacted, requires the department to submit an annual report to the governor stating the total 
number of firearm injuries and deaths caused by firearms in this state per 100,000 people that have 
occurred in the previous calendar year. 

PC.768 SB1791/HB1973 

As enacted, requires the department, when screening for a condition is not implemented within 36 
months of being added to the Recommended Uniform Screening Panel, to provide a report on the status 
and the reason for delay to the health and welfare committee of the senate, the health committee of the 
house, the genetics advisory committee of the department, and the Tennessee rare disease advisory 
council. 

PC.783 SB1673/HB1625 

As enacted, requires a qualified mental health professional or behavior analyst to warn or protect an 
identified victim or group of people when the professional or analyst determines that a service recipient 
has communicated an intent for actual threat of bodily harm; requires the professional or behavior 
analyst to report such threat; provides immunity from civil, criminal, and regulatory liability for a 
professional or analyst who takes reasonable action to warn or protect identified victims or groups and 
to report such threat. 

PC.806 SB1917/HB2041 

As enacted, prohibits marriage between first cousins. 

PC.808 SB2019/HB2060 

As enacted, increases from 50 to 100 the number of patients to whom a licensed nurse practitioner or 
physician assistant who is authorized to prescribe Schedule II or III drugs may prescribe buprenorphine 
products; increases from four (4) to five(5) the maximum number of licensed nurse practitioners or 
physician assistants who prescribe buprenorphine products that a physician may supervise or collaborate 
with at one time; makes other changes relative to the use of buprenorphine products.( FQHC’s 
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Community mental health centers, non-residental substitution based treatment center for opiate 
addiction)  

 

PC.824 SB0869/HB0282 

As enacted, authorizes as part of the practice of pharmacy the prescribing of dietary fluoride 
supplements, certain immunization agents upon, opioid antagonists, Post-exposure prophylaxis for 
nonoccupational exposure to HIV infection, and the ordering of lab tests in conjunction with initiation of 
therapy; Epinephrine auto-injectors for patients with a documented history of allergies or anaphylactic 
reactions; Progesterone-only hormonal contraceptives. 

PC.831 SB1766/HB1882 

As enacted, requires a healthcare provider to provide to a patient or the patient’s authorized 
representative a full copy of the patient’s medical records within 10 working days of receipt of a written 
request by the patient or representative, instead of providing a full copy or a summary of the records; 
requires a healthcare provider to provide to a principal or an attorney in fact acting pursuant to a durable 
power of attorney for health care a full copy of the principal’s medical records within 10 working days of 
receipt of a written request by the principal or attorney in fact, instead of providing a full copy or a 
summary of the records. 

PC.834 SB1832/HB2226 

As enacted changes requirements for members appointment to the Maternal mortality Review 
Committee. The requirements for members who are from community-based organizations are as 
follows:  

1 member from the middle grand division of this state 

1 member from the eastern grand division of this state.  

2 members from the western grand division of this state, including:  1 member from a municipality with 
a population of not less than 633,100 and not more 633,200 and 1 member from a municipality with a 
population of not less 68,200 and not more than 68,210 according to the 2020 federal census or a 
subsequent federal census 

PC.838 SB1930/HB2222 

As enacted, requires the department of health shall conduct a review and issue a report to the general 
assembly on variants of the apolipoprotein L 1 (APOL 1) gene associated with increased risk of end-stage 
renal disease. The report must include: Recommendations on how to increase awareness for APOL 1, 
including screening and genetic testing. An analysis of strategies and funding to increase screening and 
genetic testing for APOL 1 in this state. Other relevant information or issues identified by the 
department. 
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PC.840 SB1945/HB2174 

As enacted, redefines "food service establishment" to exclude an establishment whose primary business 
is other than food service, that incidentally makes casual, occasional food sales for two days or less while 
an organized temporary event is being conducted less than one-quarter mile from the establishment, for 
the purposes of exempting such establishments from regulation by the department of health and local 
governments. 

PC.856 SB2296/HB2248 

As enacted, authorizes the department to contract with a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that maintains 
a principal office in this state and that is affiliated with a nonprofit membership organization composed 
of family physicians, family medicine residents, and medical students in this state for the nonprofit 
organization to administer some or all portions of the family medicine student loan repayment program. 

PC.857 SB2297/HB2308 

As enacted, changes certain requirements for healthcare providers who are not physicians to qualify to 
prescribe a buprenorphine product for the treatment of opioid use disorder, recovery, or medication-
assisted treatment.( PAs and APRNs who practice in certain setting, have certain specialties, and 
practices under a collaborative agreement with a physician)(Vanderbilt) 

PC.891 SB2300/HB2378 

As enacted changes the number of credit hours for practical nursing programs to 1,296 clock hours or an 
equivalent number of credit hours. 

PC.893 SB1720/HB2451 

As enacted, requires certain information to be included in a healthcare practitioner advertisement. A 
practitioner may only advertise the profession, title, or designation associated with the educational 
degree of the practitioner. 

PC.906 SB2020/HB1695 

As enacted, specifies that reports of county medical examiners and autopsy reports of victims who are 
minors and who’s manner of death is listed as homicide are not public documents; allows a parent or 
legal guardian of a minor who’s death is listed as homicide to the release of the report of the county 
medical examiner or autopsy report of the minor victim if the parent or legal guardian is not a suspect in 
the circumstances of the minor's death. 
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PC.921 SB2850/HB2900 

As enacted, requires verification of U.S. citizenship or lawful presence for applicants of professional 
licenses. Outlines that BME shall grant a full and unrestricted license to temporary licensee who is in 
good standing 2 years after the date of the initial temporary licensure.  

PC.924 SB0734/HB0628 

As enacted, allows the Licensing Board to enter into an executive session for the discussion or 
deliberation of health conditions of a licensee or prospective licensee, including mental health 
conditions, career fatigue, substance use disorders, revealed during an application process. 

The proceedings of the executive session, minutes and recordings of such executive session, portions of 
an application involving an applicant's health condition, and records involving an applicant's health 
condition are confidential, privileged, and not public records subject to inspection by citizens of this 
state. The board may not vote during an executive session. An applicant or licensee may access records 
of the applicant's or licensee's own application and related proceedings, as may the applicant's or 
licensee's authorized representative or attorney, or an attorney for this state 

An attorney for the state may be present for the entirety of the 3 proceeding and may advocate on 
behalf of the department as is reasonably necessary during such proceeding, including the executive 
session. (c) At the discretion of an applicant for a license, an authorized representative or attorney for 
the applicant for a license before a board established pursuant to this title or title 68, may be present for 
the entirety of any proceeding, including an executive session, and may advocate on behalf of the 
applicant as is reasonably necessary during such proceeding or executive session.  

PC.929 SB1936/HB2366 

As enacted, changes the application requirements for international medical school graduates applying 
for special licenses of limited duration after meeting certain criteria. Grants a temporary license to 
international medical graduates with one-year postgraduate training in the U.S. Outlines the path for 
foreign training and temporary licensees to obtain full, unrestricted medical practice licenses in 
Tennessee. 

PC.935 SB2139/HB2358 

As enacted, provides the board of Pharmacy the authority to register any mechanical or electronic 
systems that operate solely on the premises of a hematology or oncology clinic in this state and that 
perform the storage, control, and dispensing of commercially-available drug products pursuant to a valid 
patient-specific prescription, as part of the operations of a licensed pharmacy. The pharmacy responsible 
for the operations of the mechanical or electronic system shall maintain the collection, control, and 
maintenance of all transaction information and the security, control, and accountability for such 
commercially-available drug products. 

PC.944 SB2588/HB2097 

As enacted, requires state regulatory boards within the department of commerce and insurance and 
state health related boards within the department of health to issue advisory opinions upon request. 
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PC.945 SB2632/HB2645 

As enacted, makes various changes to the present law relative to birth certificates. This includes certain 
reporting requirements for clerks or attorneys to the division of vital records for the preparation of a new 
certificate of birth by adoption. Outlines the methods for amending birth certificates to establish 
parentage, including acknowledgment forms, marriage certificates, and court orders. Also outlines the 
preparation of new certificates of birth by adoption, the sealing of original birth certificates, and the 
issuance of reports of foreign birth for adoptees not born in the U.S. 

PC.980 SB2246/HB2093 

As enacted, authorizes a healthcare provider licensed as a nurse or physician assistant to prescribe a 
buprenorphine product as approved by the FDA for use in recovery or medication-assisted treatment if 
certain criteria are met. The act sets limits on the number of patients to whom a provider can prescribe 
buprenorphine products—100 patients generally, and 250 patients if the provider practices in a 
nonresidential office-based opiate treatment facility accredited by bodies like CARF or the Joint 
Commission. It also caps the number of providers a physician can supervise at one time—two 
providers generally, and five providers in a nonresidential office-based opiate treatment facility, with a 
maximum of 500 patients under treatment at any one time.(OBOTs) 

PC.996 SB2633/HB2644 

As enacted, makes various changes to present law on adoption and foster parents including conditions 
under which parental rights may be terminated, including new grounds for termination and procedures 
for surrendering parental rights. Definitions and rights of putative fathers are clarified, including criteria 
for claiming paternity and the process for acknowledging paternity in adoption cases. details procedural 
changes in adoption, including expenses related to adoption, consent requirements, and expedited 
proceedings for contested cases. 

PC.999 SB1771/HB2808 

As enacted, makes the state liable and responsible for paying the expenses for HIV medication for inmates 
committed to a county jail or workhouse who previously received prescription medication to treat HIV or 
AIDS through a state department, agency, or program, including TennCare. Allows inmates who were being 
treated under the Ryan White program prior to incarceration to either be brought to the treating physician 
to continue treatment or continue treatment via telemedicine. 

PC.1010 SB0898/HB0521 

As enacted, creates the professional music therapist advisory committee of the board of examiners in 
psychology to regulate the practice of music therapy. 

PC.1018 SB1727/HB1862 

As enacted, enacts the Physician Assistant (PA) Licensure Compact. 

PC.1025 SB1862/HB1863 

As enacted, enacts the "Dietitian Licensure Compact." 
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PC.1027 SB1881/HB2857 

As enacted, removes from the definition of "provider-based telemedicine" the requirement that the 
healthcare service provider or the provider's practice group or healthcare system have an established 
provider-patient relationship that is documented by an in-person encounter within 16 months prior to 
the interactive visit. 

PC.1030 SB1963/HB2176 

As enacted, permits a court to award the reasonable court costs and attorney's fees to a petitioner 
successfully proving that a governing body knowingly and willfully violated the public meetings laws in 
this state. 

PC.1032 SB1971/HB1895 

As enacted, creates the criminal offense of abortion trafficking of a minor; provides for a civil action 
against a person committing the offense of abortion trafficking of a minor for the wrongful death of an 
unborn child that was aborted. 

PC.1035 SB2004/HB2328 

As enacted, prohibits a licensed professional counselor, licensed marital and family therapist, or licensed 
clinical pastoral therapist from receiving compensation for services rendered in a free health clinic, 
including, but not limited to, reimbursement from an individual or from any third party payor. 

PC.1041 SB2134/HB2405 

As enacted, enacts the Social Work Licensure Compact. 

PC.1042 SB2136/HB2318 

As enacted, outlines the definitions, roles, and collaborative agreements for physician assistants, 
including their scope of practice and prescriptive authority. Details the protocol requirements for 
physician assistants, including chart reviews and remote site visits. Changes existing laws concerning the 
signing of death certificates and genetic counseling referrals. Also creates a task for composed of three 
(3) PAs and three (3) MDs to collaborate and determine what the enhanced PA License will entail and 
how it operates. 

PC.1043 SB2151/HB2861 

As enacted, clarifies that a healthcare practitioner shall not coerce a person, including a person who has 
legal authority to make healthcare decisions for a child, to consent to a vaccination;  Mislead or 
misrepresent that a vaccination is required by state law, when state law provides an exemption; or (3) 
Mislead or misrepresent that a newborn screening test is required by state law, when state law does not 
require such screening without providing an exemption to such requirement. 
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PC.1046 SB2230/HB2545 

As enacted, defines "hospital-based laboratory" and "hospital-based laboratory supervisor" for purposes 
of the Tennessee Medical Laboratory Act; provides hospital-based laboratory supervisors the authority 
to supervise up to four hospital-based laboratories located in rural counties; makes certain other 
changes relative to hospital-based laboratories. 

PC.1061 SB2749/HB2936 

As enacted, enacts the "Families' Rights and Responsibilities Act." This act outlines that parental consent 
must be given to a healthcare provider to render certain treatment or services unless under certain 
circumstances such as emergency medical or surgical treatment or if blanket consent has been given. 
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Optometry Ratification List 
Newly Licensed 

June 4, 2024, to October 2, 2024 

License# Name    License Expiry Date 

3912 Anderson, Derek Bryan 6/30/2027 

3921 Arneal, Sarah 5/31/2027 

3884 Bateman, Joseph II 7/31/2026 

3876 Bentley, Gillian 9/30/2025 

3916 Bifano, Michael Christopher 6/30/2026 

3901 Black, Kristen 10/31/2026 

3888 Blackman, Jacob 8/31/2025 

3881 Brock, Philip M 11/30/2026 

3894 Bryant, Julia Francis 6/30/2025 

3914 Cannon, Daisy Kaylynn 9/30/2026 

3909 Childers, Brenna Paige 1/31/2027 

3908 Clower, Allison 1/31/2026 

3903 Cook, Jalen Thomas   8/31/2026 

3918 Dalley, Joshua Clark 9/30/2025 

3900 Dalton, Grace Kathleen 11/30/2025 

3911 Dudley, Eric Clark 11/30/2026 

3889 Ellis, Charne' 5/31/2027 

3897 Gallaher, Linda Grace 5/31/2026 

3902 Ghobrial, Merna Abdelmalak   1/31/2026 

3890 Gillispie, Grace 2/28/2026 

3925 James, Zachary Colvin 7/31/2027 

3896 Jang, Unsun Sarah    9/30/2025 

3895 Kargo, Bailey Rae   10/31/2025 

3885 Kontos, Melissa 9/30/2026 

3904 Mathias, Sydney 2/28/2027 

3879 Meredith, Emily Theresa   9/30/2026 

3917 Meyer, Alexis 4/30/2027 

3913 Mitchell, Olivia Katherine 9/30/2026 

3905 Mokry, Cailey Ruth 3/31/2026 

3868 Nelson, David Wade  3/31/2027 

3887 Nelson, Natalie Lou Ellen 3/31/2026 

3898 Patel, Shivam Avinash  5/31/2026 

3899 Perlmutter, Tanisha Elaine   6/30/2026 

3910 Peters, Ashley 7/31/2026 

3882 Rhyne, Seth Alexander 3/31/2026 

3907 Roach, Azalia Rochelle   1/31/2027 

3891 Root, Callie 7/31/2026 

3883 Smith, Brandon Marshall  6/30/2026 

3892 Taormina, Mary Theresa Victoria   4/30/2026 



3877 Tawfik, Laila   Dr. 4/30/2026 

3922 Tomita, Kevin Michael 3/31/2027 

3893 Yates, Katelyn Denise 7/31/2026 

Reinstatement from Retired/Expired 

June 4, 2024, to October 2, 2024 

License# Name License Expiry Date 

1831 Wingrove, Robi Alan 1/31/2026 

3648 Bowman, Shayna 3/31/2026 

         Voluntarily Retired 

June 4, 2024, to October 2, 2024 

   License# Name License Retired Date 

555 Benvenuto, Peter B 6/30/2024 

1969 Blatterman, Alan Lee 10/31/2024 

1238 Connor, Charles G JR 8/31/2024 

3513 Maxon, Tyler    10/31/2024  

2776 Nicks, Zakiya Oni 2/28/2025 



ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

BOARD OF OPTOMETRY 
This is an administrative report from Maria Johnston, Board Administrator. The information in 

this report is to keep the Board informed of all fundamental activities relative to licensure for 

Optometry.  

STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
Listed below are the total numbers of active, retired and failure to renew licensees for the 

Board of Optometry: 

As of June 4, 2024 

Optometrist 

Licensed – 1,394 

 

LICENSED STATUS SINCE PREVIOUS MEETING 

June 4, 2024, to October 2, 2024 

New Licensed – 43 

Reinstatement – 2 

Retired – 5 

Paper Renewal – 26 

 Online Renewal – 143 

 

TRAVEL AND LODGING 
• The current mileage rate is $0.67 cents per mile 

• The current meals and incidentals rate is $59.25 per day for an overnight stay 

• The current maximum reimbursable rate for hotel lodging in Nashville for upcoming    

              meetings dates, in 2024 is as follows (rate re-sets each October) 

• October 2024 - $248 

• January 2024 - $217 

• April 20024 - $217 
 

UPCOMING BOARD MEETING DATES: 
o January 8, 2025 
o April 2, 2025 
o July 9, 2025 
o October 8, 2025 
 



 

 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

665 MAINSTREAM DRIVE, 2ND FLOOR 
  BILL LEE                            NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243               RALPH ALVARADO, MD, FACP  
GOVERNOR             TELEPHONE:  (615) 741-1611                             COMMISSIONER 

FACSIMILE:  (615) 532-3386 or (615) 532-7749 

katherine.trawick@tn.gov 
 

 
To:  Tennessee Board of Optometry 
 
From:  Katherine Trawick, Associate General Counsel 
 
Date:  October 1, 2024 
 
Re: Office of General Counsel Report for October 9, 2024 Meeting 
 
Conflict of Interest 
 
PURPOSE: To assure that the individual interests of board members do not conflict with or have 
the appearance of conflicts with their responsibilities to the Board to which they are appointed. 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST: A circumstance in which a board member's individual interest 
impairs or impedes, or gives the appearance of impairing or impeding, his or her ability to make 
full, unbiased decisions or to provide full unbiased service to the Board.   
 
It is the duty of this Board to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Tennessee 
and that the administration of this solemn responsibility is dependent upon avoiding even the 
appearance of impropriety. 
 
Any board member who has a conflict of interest as defined above must recuse himself/herself 
from any matter and is prohibited from participating in any discussion or vote on the matter and 
shall leave the hearing room during the discussion or vote. 
 
If you have a personal or financial interest in the outcome of any issue or matter before this Board 
that may suggest a bias on your part, you are asked to state that interest on the record so a 
determination can be made as to whether there exists a need for recusal. 
 
It is improper for any board member having a conflict of interest to attempt to influence another 
board member at any time, including prior to the discussion on the matter for which the conflict 
exists. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Open Meetings Act 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act, Board business may only be discussed by the Board members 
during the meeting. Members should not discuss the Board’s business at any time other than during 
the open Board meeting. The prohibition applies to phone calls, e-mails, and text messages. Board 
members should also ensure that all comments during the meeting are stated for all to hear; private 
conversations between or among members during the meeting are inappropriate. 
 
Rule Activity 
 
During this meeting a rulemaking hearing will be held on the  amendments to Rules .08 (Corporate 
or Business Names and Advertising), .09 (Spectacles, Contact Lens Prescriptions, and Office 
Technology), .18 (Telehealth), and new rule .19 (Change of Address and/or Name). 
 
The second rulemaking package is in the internal review process.  This contains amendments to 
Rules .05 (Continuing Education) and .07 (Diagnostic and Therapeutic Certification).  
 
 
Disciplinary Activity 
 
As of October 1, 2024, the Office of General has no open complaints against the board’s licensees. 
 
 
Disciplinary Coordinator’s Report 
 
Summary:  As of September 2024, this report provides the total numbers of licensees currently 
being monitored for discipline.  
 
Total number of Optometrists being monitored for discipline: 1 

- Reprimand: 0 
- Probation: 0 
- Suspension: 1 
- Revoked/Surrendered: 0 

 
Legislation 
There is no new legislation to discuss. 



Tennessee Department of Health
Board Statistical Complaint Report

Parameters selected: Lic Type: 18 - OPTOMETRY, 1812 - Optometrist;  Case Type:  CMP - Complaint;  Calendar year:   2024

License Type: 18 - OPTOMETRY

Complaint Activity Dec 2023 Jan MarFeb Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec YTD

New Complaints Opened 4 0 0 1 2 1 4 2 0 14

Total Closed Complaints 0 4 0 0 2 0 4 0 3 13

  62 - Closed - Insufficient 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 2

  9 - Complaint Closed 0 3 0 0 1 0 2 0 3 9

  93 - Closed - Ltr of Concern 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2

Currently Open Complaints 51 1 1 2 2 3 3 5 2

ANALYSIS OF NEWLY OPENED COMPLAINTS

By Allegation Feb Aug YTDMay DecJan SepApr Jul Oct NovJunMar

  26-Unprofessional Conduct 1 0 7200 1 00 3

  27-Violation of Order 1 0 1000 0 00 0

  28-Medical Record Request 0 0 1000 0 00 1

  45-CE Violation 0 1 1000 0 00 0

  47-Outside INV Scope 2 1 4000 0 01 0

Total: 4 2 14200 1 01 4

By Region Sep OctMay JulFeb JunAprMar DecAugJan Nov YTD

0 30 10 00  EAST 02 0

tndh21 - Board Statistical Complaint ReportSeptember 25, 2024 20:11 Page 1 of 4



Tennessee Department of Health
Board Statistical Complaint Report

License Type: 18 - OPTOMETRY

By Region Sep OctMay JulFeb JunAprMar DecAugJan Nov YTD

0 31 10 00  MIDDLE 00 1

0 30 00 00  WEST 01 2

0 00 00 00  Out of State 00 0

0 20 00 01  Unknown 01 0

0 111 20 01Total: 04 3

tndh21 - Board Statistical Complaint ReportSeptember 25, 2024 20:11 Page 2 of 4



Tennessee Department of Health
Board Statistical Complaint Report

License Type: 1812 - Optometrist

Complaint Activity Dec 2023 Jan MarFeb Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec YTD

New Complaints Opened 4 0 0 1 2 1 4 2 0 14

Total Closed Complaints 0 4 0 0 2 0 4 0 3 13

  62 - Closed - Insufficient 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 2

  9 - Complaint Closed 0 3 0 0 1 0 2 0 3 9

  93 - Closed - Ltr of Concern 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2

Currently Open Complaints 51 1 1 2 2 3 3 5 2

ANALYSIS OF NEWLY OPENED COMPLAINTS

By Allegation Feb Aug YTDMay DecJan SepApr Jul Oct NovJunMar

  26-Unprofessional Conduct 1 0 7200 1 00 3

  27-Violation of Order 1 0 1000 0 00 0

  28-Medical Record Request 0 0 1000 0 00 1

  45-CE Violation 0 1 1000 0 00 0

  47-Outside INV Scope 2 1 4000 0 01 0

Total: 4 2 14200 1 01 4

By Region Sep OctMay JulFeb JunAprMar DecAugJan Nov YTD

0 30 10 00  EAST 02 0

0 31 10 00  MIDDLE 00 1

tndh21 - Board Statistical Complaint ReportSeptember 25, 2024 20:11 Page 3 of 4



Tennessee Department of Health
Board Statistical Complaint Report

License Type: 1812 - Optometrist

By Region Sep OctMay JulFeb JunAprMar DecAugJan Nov YTD

0 30 00 00  WEST 01 2

0 00 00 00  Out of State 00 0

0 20 00 01  Unknown 01 0

0 111 20 01Total: 04 3
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APPROVED FOR ENTRY: 

Optometry License No. 3317 
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