
TENNESSEE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS 

LICENSE TYPE  
 
This document was prepared to help potential applicants for medical licensure in Tennessee determine which medical license will fit their practice needs 
and whether they are likely to qualify for licensure. 

The chart, which begins on the next page, seeks to summarize the parameters of each type of medical license currently offered by the Tennessee Board of 
Medical Examiners. 

Information regarding the “technical requirements” for each licensure type can be found in subsequent pages under the headings corresponding to each 
licensure type. If you seek to pursue medical licensure in Tennessee, you should expect that additional information will be required. With each license type, 
a link to the checklist and forms is provided, which will include all the required documentation and the application fee. 

Meeting all of the technical requirements for licensure does not entitle you to a Tennessee medical license. The Board has broad authority to restrict, 
condition, or deny the issuance of medical licenses as necessary to protect healthcare consumers in Tennessee.  

The administrative office cannot determine eligibility for a license.  Please review this document, the statutes, and the rules and regulations before applying 
for a license.  All application fees are nonrefundable.  

All applications are available through the Board’s online portal: http://lars.tn.gov/.  

Statutes are proposed and made law by the Tennessee State General Assembly (Legislature). The Board, following specific notice requirements and 
hearings, adopts rules. Both have the force of law and may be used in the regulation of a profession.  

The statutes pertaining to this Board are found at TC A. 63-1 (Division of Health Related Boards), TCA 63-6 (Medicine and Surgery), TCA 63-20 (Graduate 
Physicians Act), and TCA 63-2 (Medical Records).   Click here for the Board's Statutes 

Click here for Rules and Regulations pertaining to the Tennessee Board of Medical Examiners  The rule number for each license type is provided in the chart 
below. 

Click here for the Board’s website 

 

  

http://lars.tn.gov/
https://advance.lexis.com/container?config=014CJAA5ZGVhZjA3NS02MmMzLTRlZWQtOGJjNC00YzQ1MmZlNzc2YWYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2e9zYpNUjTRaIWVfyrur9ud&crid=d21a2e40-1eb8-42a6-89b1-2d590cbadf49&prid=ef9f1d62-302f-4739-924b-4336139da553
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0880/0880-02.20250617.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/health-professional-boards/me-board.html
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License 
Type 

Practice Authorized by License and/or 
limitation 

Qualification CME 
Required 

Renewal 
Required 

Full Medical 
License (US 
Medical 
School 
Graduates) 
 
Rule: 
0880-02-.03 
 

Full clinical practice with no restrictions 
 

1. Graduation from a medical school that is accredited by the 
LCME; 

2. Completion of one (1) year of a US training program approved by 
the ACGME; 

3. Lawful presence in the United States 
4. Successful completion of a board-approved licensure 

examination.  Note: If the examination was completed after 
December 31, 1999, USMLE Steps 1, 2, and 3.  If the examination 
was completed before December 31, 1999, please consult Tenn. 
Comp. R. & Regs. 0880-02-.08(b), which can be viewed here: 
Medical Doctor Rules and Regulations 
 

The checklist outlining the required documentation for this license type 
can be found at Checklist and Forms 
 

Yes 
 
 
 

Yes 

Full Medical 
License 
(International 
Medical 
School 
Graduates) 
 
Rule: 
0880-02-.04  
 

Full clinical practice with no restrictions 
 
 
 

 

1. Graduation from a medical school that meets ECFMG 
requirements and is listed in the World Directory of Medical 
Schools. 

2. Completion of three (3) years of a US training program approved 
by the ACGME; Note: This requirement may be deemed satisfied 
if the applicant is board certified by an ABMS specialty board. 

3. ECFMG certificate; 
4. Lawful presence in the United States; 
5. Successful completion of a board-approved licensure 

examination.  Note: If the examination was completed after 
December 31, 1999: USMLE Steps 1, 2, and 3.  If the examination 
was completed before December 31, 1999, please consult Tenn. 
Comp. R. & Regs. 0880-02-.08(b), which can be viewed here: 
Medical Doctor Rules and Regulations 

 
The checklist outlining the required documentation for this license type 
can be found at Checklist and Forms 
 

Yes Yes 

 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0880/0880.htm
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/healthprofboards/medicalexaminers/Full%20Licensure%20Checklist%20and%20Forms.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0880/0880.htm
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/healthprofboards/medicalexaminers/Full%20Licensure%20Checklist%20and%20Forms.pdf
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License Type Practice Authorized by License 
and/or limitation 

Qualification CME 
Required 

Renewal 
Required 

Administrative License 
(Full License 
Requirements) 
 
Rule: 
0880-02-.06 (10) 

Administrative medicine only. 
 
Administrative medicine means 
administration or management 
utilizing the medical and clinical 
knowledge, skill, and judgment of a 
licensed physician which may affect 
the health and safety of the public or 
any person but does not involve direct 
patient care. A physician with an 
administrative medicine license may 
advise organizations, both public and 
private, on health care matters; 
authorize and deny financial 
payments for care; organize and direct 
research programs; review care 
provided for quality; and other similar 
duties that do not require direct 
patient care. 
 
Administrative medicine does not 
include the authority to practice 
clinical medicine, examine, care for or 
treat patients, prescribe medications 
including controlled substances, 
supervise other health care 
practitioners in the provision of direct 
patient care or delegate medical acts 
or prescriptive authority to others. 

US Medical School Graduate: 
1. Graduation from a medical school that is accredited by the 

LCME; 
2. Completion of one (1) year of a US training program approved 

by the ACGME; 
3. Lawful presence in the United States 
4. Successful completion of a board-approved licensure 

examination.  Note: If the examination was completed after 
December 31, 1999, USMLE Steps 1, 2, and 3.  If the 
examination was completed before December 31, 1999, please 
consult Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0880-02-.08(b), which can be 
viewed here: Medical Doctor Rules and Regulations 
 
 

International Medical School Graduate: 
1. Graduation from a medical school that meets ECFMG 

requirements and is listed in the World Directory of Medical 
Schools; 

2. Completion of three (3) years of a US training program approved 
by the ACGME;  Note: This requirement may be deemed 
satisfied if the applicant is board certified by an ABMS specialty 
board. 

3. ECFMG certificate; 
4. Lawful presence in the United States; 
5. Successful completion of a board-approved licensure 

examination.  Note: If the examination was completed after 
December 31, 1999, USMLE Steps 1, 2, and 3.  If the 
examination was completed before December 31, 1999, please 
consult Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0880-02-.08(b), which can be 
viewed here: Medical Doctor Rules and Regulations 

 
The checklist outlining the required documentation for this license type 
can be found at Checklist and Forms 
 

Yes Yes 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0880/0880.htm
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0880/0880.htm
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/healthprofboards/medicalexaminers/Full%20Licensure%20Checklist%20and%20Forms.pdf
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License Type Practice Authorized by License and/or 
limitation 

Qualification CME 
Required 

Renewal 
Required 

Locum Tenens 
 
Rule: 
0880-02-.07 (6) 

Intermittent clinical practice in Tennessee 
and indicates an intended residence outside 
the State of Tennessee. 
 
Clinical practice is limited to the specialty 
area of medicine in what the licensee is 
certified or eligible for certification. 

1. Proof of lawful presence in the United States; 
2. Proof of current board certification or board eligibility by an 

ABMS board; 
3. Must hold an active license in at least one other state. 

 
The checklist outlining the required documentation for this license type 
can be found at Checklist and Forms 
 

Yes Yes 

Graduate 
Physician 
License 
 
Rule: 
0880-02-.27 

Restricted license to the practice of primary 
care services under the supervision of a 
physician Board Certified in pediatrics, 
internal medicine, or family medicine in a 
medically underserved rural area of the 
state*.  
 
*Medically underserved rural area of the 
state” is defined as: 
1. An area or population group in this state 
designated by the United States Department 
of Health and Human Services as an area 
with a shortage of personal health services; 
or 
 
2. An area that the Tennessee Department of 
Health considers to be medically 
underserved based on relevant demographic, 
geographic, and environmental factors 

1. US Medical School Graduates - Graduation from a medical 
school that is accredited by the LCME; International Medical 
School Graduates - Graduation from a medical school that 
meets ECFMG requirements and is listed in the World Directory 
of Medical Schools; 

2. If an IMG - ECFMG Status of Certification Report; 
3. Proof of lawful presence in the United States; 
4. Successful completion of Steps 1 & 2 of USMLE within 2 years 

of application submission and no more than 3 years from 
medical education graduation.  

 
The checklist outlining the required documentation for this license type 
can be found at Checklist and Forms 
 

No No 

  

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/healthprofboards/medicalexaminers/Locum%20Tenens%20License%20Checklist%20and%20Forms%20.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/healthprofboards/medicalexaminers/Graduate%20Physician%20License%20Checklist%20and%20Forms.pdf
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License Type Practice Authorized by License 
and/or limitation 

Qualification CME 
Required 

Renewal 
Required 

Foreign Training 
License 
 
Rule: 
0880-02-.06 (3) 

Training license authorizing practice in a 
healthcare provider that has an ACGME 
accredited training program in place.  This 
license is not transferable between 
healthcare providers. 

1. International Medical School Graduate from a medical school 
that meets ECFMG requirements and is listed in the World 
Directory of Medical Schools; 

2. Completed 3 years of postgraduate training in another country;  
3. Worked the last 3 calendar years in another country;  
4. Successful completion of the USMLE;  
5. ECFMG Status of Certification Report; 
6. Have an offer of employment for a healthcare provider that has 

an ACGME accredited training program in place; 
7. Proof of lawful presence in the United States 

 
The checklist outlining the required documentation for this license type 
can be found at Checklist and Forms 
 

No No 

Temporary 
License 
 
Rule: 
0880-02-.05 (13) 

Temporary clinical practice for a period of 
time and is non-renewable.  
 
Temporary licensure may only be issued to 
graduates of international medical schools 
that have completed 1 year of ACGME 
training.  

1. International Medical School Graduate from a medical school 
that meets ECFMG requirements and is listed in the World 
Directory of Medical Schools; 

2. Completion of one (1) year of a US training program approved 
by the ACGME; 

3. Successful completion of all steps of the USMLE on the first 
attempt; 

4. Proof of lawful presence in the United States 
 
The checklist outlining the required documentation for this license type 
can be found at Checklist and Forms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No No 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/healthprofboards/medicalexaminers/Foreign%20Training%20License%20Checklist%20and%20Forms.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/healthprofboards/medicalexaminers/Temporary%20License%20Checklist%20and%20Forms.pdf


TENNESSEE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS LICENSE TYPES 
 

            P a g e  6 | 9 

 

License Type Practice Authorized by License and/or 
limitation 

Qualification CME 
Required 

Renewal 
Required 

Special Training 
License 
 
Rule: 
0880-02-.06 (1) 
 

Authorizes medical interns, residents and 
fellows to engage in clinical practice while 
participating in a training program of an 
LCME accredited medical school or one of 
such school’s affiliated teaching hospitals in 
Tennessee. Practice is limited to the 
teaching institution and those duties 
assigned to meet the requirements of such 
program. All practice must be under the 
supervision and control of a physician fully 
licensed to practice medicine in Tennessee. 
Licenses will be issued for a year but are 
renewable upon the written request of the 
training program director.  

1. US Medical School Graduates - Graduation from a medical 
school that is accredited by the LCME; International Medical 
School Graduates - Graduation from a medical school that 
meets ECFMG requirements and is listed in the World Directory 
of Medical Schools; 

2. If an IMG - ECFMG certificate; 
3. Proof of lawful presence in the United States 

 
The checklist outlining the required documentation for this license type 
can be found at Checklist and Forms 

Yes Yes 
(annually) 

Short-term 
Visitor Clinical 
Training License  
 
Rule: 
0880-02-.06 (2) 

Issued for a period not to exceed 90 days.  
Shall not assume independent responsibility 
for patient care. 
May only engage in training activities under 
the supervision and control of a physician 
licensed under chapter 6 or chapter 9 of title 
63. 

1. Graduation from an international medical school that meets 
ECFMG requirements and is listed in the World Directory of 
Medical Schools; 

2. Proof of written acceptance from a clinical professional 
development or short-term clinical training program of one of 
the accredited medical schools or of a teaching hospital 
affiliated with an accredited medical school in this state; 

3. Valid professional liability insurance policy provided by the 
clinical professional development or short-term clinical 
training program or the school or hospital conducting the 
program effective for the duration of the applicant’s 
participation in the program; 

4. Proof of lawful presence in the United States. 
 
The checklist outlining the required documentation for this license type 
can be found at Checklist and Forms 
 

No No 

 

 

 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/healthprofboards/medicalexaminers/Special-Training-Checklist-and-Forms.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/healthprofboards/medicalexaminers/Short%20Term%20Vistor%20License%20Checklist%20and%20Forms.pdf
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License Type Practice Authorized by License and/or 
limitation 

Qualification CME 
Required 

Renewal 
Required 

St. Jude’s 
License 
 

Rule: 
0880-02-.06 (11) 

Authorizes clinical practice within St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital by physicians who are 
employed by St. Jude but who do not meet 
the Board’s postgraduate training 
requirements. Practice is limited to the 
duties and responsibilities as an employee 
of St. Jude. Termination of employment with 
St. Jude terminates the special license. 
 

1. US Medical School Graduates - Graduation from a medical 
school that is accredited by the LCME; International Medical 
School Graduates - Graduation from a medical school that 
meets ECFMG requirements and is listed in the World 
Directory of Medical Schools; 

2. If an IMG - ECFMG certificate; 
3. Proof of lawful presence in the United States 
4. Successful completion of a board-approved licensure 

examination.  Note: If the examination was completed after 
December 31, 1999, USMLE Steps 1, 2, and 3.  If the 
examination was completed before December 31, 1999, 
please consult Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0880-02-.08(b), which 
can be viewed here: Medical Doctor Rules and Regulations 

 
The checklist outlining the required documentation for this license type 
can be found at Checklist and Forms 
 
 

Yes Yes 

Single Purpose 
License 
 
Rule: 
0880-02-.07 (5) 
 

Clinical practice is limited to the following: 
1.   Engaging in the advanced study in a    
particular field of medicine in Tennessee; or 
2.   Teaching or demonstrating a new 
medical technique to medical professionals 
in Tennessee. 
Clinical practice is limited to the sponsoring 
physician’s training program only and does 
not allow practice outside that hospital or 
designated training program. 
A single purpose license may be issued for a 
specified period of time not to exceed one 
(1) year and will be subject to whatever 
other restrictions deemed appropriate by 
the Board. 

1. Must hold an active license in at least one other state; 
2. Satisfactory evidence that he or she is either to engage in 

advanced study in a particular field of medicine in Tennessee 
or teach or demonstrate a new medical technique to medical 
professionals in Tennessee; 

3. Credentials which are verified by the appropriate national 
specialty organization in this country or by the American 
Medical Association or a similar organization acceptable to the 
Board; 

4. Proof of lawful presence in the United States. 
 
The checklist outlining the required documentation for this license type 
can be found at Checklist and Forms 
 
 
 
 
  

No No 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0880/0880.htm
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/healthprofboards/medicalexaminers/St.%20Jude%20License%20Checklist%20and%20Forms.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/healthprofboards/medicalexaminers/Single%20Purpose%20License%20Checklist%20and%20Forms.pdf
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License Type Practice Authorized by License and/or 
limitation 

Qualification CME 
Required 

Renewal 
Required 

Special 
Volunteer 
License 
 
Rule: 
0880-02-.22 (1) 

Clinical practice without remuneration 
solely within a “free health clinic”. “Free 
health clinic” is defined as a health care 
facility operated by a nonprofit private entity 
that does not receive payment for its 
services and does not impose any charges 
on the individuals to whom services are 
rendered.  
Special volunteer license holders may not: 

• Practice medicine anywhere other 
than in the free health clinic site or 
setting specified in the application;  

• Charge any fee or receive 
compensation or remuneration of 
any kind from any person or third-
party payor including insurance 
companies, health plans and state 
or federal benefit programs for the 
provision of medical or any other 
services; 

• Practice for any free health clinic 
that imposes any charge on any 
individual to whom health care 
services are rendered or submits 
charges to any third party payor 
including insurance companies, 
health plans and state or federal 
benefit programs for the provision of 
any services. 

1. Verification from the qualified organization in which the 
applicant intends to practice of the clinic’s location and a 
notarized copy of the IRS ruling granting the clinic’s private, not-
for-profit status; 

2. Proof of lawful presence in the United States; 
3. Have not been disciplined by any state medical board. 

 
The checklist outlining the required documentation for this license type 
can be found at Checklist and Forms 
 

Yes Yes 

  

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/healthprofboards/medicalexaminers/MD_SpecialVolunteer_Application.pdf
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License Type Practice Authorized by License and/or 
limitation 

Qualification CME 
Required 

Renewal 
Required 

Inactive Pro 
Bono 
 
Rule: 
0880-02-.22 (3) 

Clinical practice without compensation on 
patients who receive medical services from 
501(c)(3) organizations. 
 
This is an inactive licensure category. Active 
Tennessee medical licenses must be 
retired before the inactive pro bono license 
can be issued. 
 
Individuals who do not currently hold a 
Tennessee medical license must obtain an 
inactive pro bono license by completing the 
special volunteer application. 

If currently licensed in Tennessee: 
 

1. Verification from the qualified organization in which the 
applicant intends to practice of the clinic’s location and a 
notarized copy of the IRS ruling granting the clinic’s private, not-
for-profit status. 

2. Submission of a written verification that the physician will only 
practice medicine exclusively on the patients of the not-for-
profit clinic and that such practice is without compensation; 

3. Retirement of the applicant’s active Tennessee medical doctor 
license.  

 
Applicants who do not have a Tennessee medical license must 
complete a special volunteer application.  Checklist and Forms 

Yes Yes 

 

 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/healthprofboards/medicalexaminers/MD_SpecialVolunteer_Application.pdf

