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The panel of the Tennessee Board of Medical Examiners was called to order at 1:30 p.m. in the Iris 

Room, Ground Floor, Metro Center Complex, 665 Mainstream Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37243 by 

Stacy Tarr, Administrative Director. 

Board members present:  Melanie Blake, MD, President  

Stephen Loyd, MD, Vice President 

Robert Ellis, Consumer Member, Secretary 

 

 

Staff present:   Kaitlin Parham, JD, Office of General Counsel 

Rene Saunders, MD, Medical Consultant, BME 

Stacy Tarr, Administrative Director 

Candyce Wilson, Administrative Director 

Brandi Allocco, Board Administrator 

Samantha Green, Board Administrator 

 

Ms. Stacy Tarr made opening remarks to the Board and provided an overview of the requirements for a 

special meeting by teleconference. All of the requirements were satisfied. The electronic meeting was 

scheduled for the purpose of the Order of Summary Suspension in the matter of Mark Murphy, MD and 

the Agreed Order of Summary Action in the matter of Roger Hodge, MD. The teleconference was then 

turned over to Ms. Kaitlin Parham, Office of General Counsel to give an overview of the Agreed Order 

for Roger Hodge, MD. 

Roger Hodge, MD – did not appear before the Board, his legal representative, Mr. David Steed, appeared 

on his behalf. Ms. Kaitlin Parham represented the State. Respondent has been employed as a medical 

doctor practicing internal medicine in a group practice in Nashville for about the past nineteen (19) years, 

and in other practice settings since completion of his residency. Yolanda Braden, a Tennessee Department 

of Health (TDH) Investigator, interviewed the Respondent on or about March 9, 2022. Respondent told 

TDH Investigator Braden that he briefly prescribed controlled substances to family members in or around 

late 2020 and early 2021 without a formal office visit and did not create medical records. Respondent said 

that some of the medications were for his personal use. Respondent told TDH Investigator Braden that he 

would prescribe two (2) of his coworkers, in his practice, controlled substances and he would then ask the 



coworkers for one (1) of the pills he prescribed Monday through Friday. Respondent said that he would 

usually take one (1) pill during working hours. Respondent resigned from his position in his group on or 

about May 4, 2021, and sought assistance from the Tennessee Medical Foundation (TMF). He has 

followed all recommendations. Currently, the Respondent has full advocacy from the TMF. On or about 

July 8, 2021, the Respondent signed a five-year TMF Aftercare Agreement and is currently following all 

the requirements of his TMF monitoring contract. Respondent would show that since about October 1, 

2021, Respondent has been practicing in a setting in which he obtains approval of his supervisor for all 

controlled substances prescribed. The facts stipulated are grounds for discipline. This order shall 

summarily suspend Respondent’s ability to prescribe controlled substances afforded to him by his 

Tennessee medical license, and Respondent shall cease and desist from prescribing controlled substances 

through his Tennessee medical license. The summary action shall remain in effect until the conclusion of 

the contested case hearing against the Respondent or until otherwise ordered by the Board. 

 Ms. Parham turned it over the Board for questions. The Board clarified with Dr. Hodge’s legal 

representative, Mr. David Steed, that a restriction on prescribing would not allow Dr. Hodge to supervise 

mid-level healthcare providers. Dr. Stephen Loyd made a motion to accept the order. Mr. Robert Ellis 

seconded the motion. A roll call vote was conducted by Ms. Tarr, which passed unanimously. 

Ms. Parham presented the Order of Summary Suspension for Mark Murphy, MD to the Board. 

Mark Murphy, MD – did not appear before the Board nor did a legal representative appear on his behalf. 

Ms. Kaitlin Parham represented the State. At all times pertinent hereto, Respondent was employed as the 

Medical Director at North Alabama Pain Services (“clinics”), which is a licensed pain management clinic 

in Tennessee. On or about March 1, 2022, a TDH Investigator arrived at the clinic to conduct a Pain 

Management Clinic reinspection. The TDH Investigator observed that neither the Respondent nor a mid-

level provider was present at the clinic. The TDH Investigator observed that medical assistants were 

assessing, diagnosing, and prescribing to the patients. Sixteen (16) total patients were seen at the clinic by 

only medical assistants on March 1, 2022. The TDH Investigator called the Respondent, and he said he 

was in Tuscaloosa, Alabama in federal court. The Respondent also told the TDH Investigator that his 

attorney told him it was “ok to keep the practice open while he was out of town in order to prevent a 

patient’s withdrawal from their medications.” The TDH Investigator asked Respondent why he did not 

hire an advanced practice registered nurse or physician assistant to cover while he was out of the office, 

but he remained silent. The TDH Investigator informed Respondent that the clinic must be closed until he 

returns, and he agreed. The TDH Investigator observed clinic staff locking the doors and placing a sign on 

the door that read “office is closed until 03/07/2022 if you have an emergency please go to the nearest ER 

or follow up with your PCP.” On or about March 1, 2022, a federal jury returned guilty verdicts against 

Respondent on ten (10) counts, all related to his employment as a medical doctor at the clinic. Respondent 

is scheduled for a sentencing hearing in the United States District Court for the Northern District of 

Alabama on June 30, 2022 at 9:30am. The conclusions of law are outlined in the order. This order shall 

summarily suspend the Respondent’s medical license. Respondent shall cease and desist from practicing 

medicine in the state of Tennessee. This summary suspension shall be effective immediately and shall 

remain in effect pending proceedings for the formal discipline of Respondent’s license. 

 Dr. Melanie Blake recited paragraph 14 of the Order which states “in consideration of the evidence 

presented, and pursuant to the authority granted under Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-5-320(c), Tenn. Code Ann. § 

63-6-101, et. Seq., the Board hereby preliminarily finds that the misconduct of Respondent, Mark A. 



Murphy, MD is so severe that it imperatively requires emergency action in order to protect the public 

health, safety, and welfare prior to the initiation of formal disciplinary charges.” Mr. Ellis motioned to 

accept the Order, and Dr. Loyd seconded the motion. A roll call vote was conducted by Ms. Tarr, which 

passed unanimously. 

This concludes the Board of Medical Examiners panel. 

 


