
 

 
Tennessee Board of Communication Disorders and Sciences Meeting  

 
Tuesday, October 29, 2024 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

The Board meeting of the Tennessee Communication Disorders and Sciences was called to order at 
10:00a.m. in the Iris Room, Ground Floor, Metro Center Complex, 665 Mainstream Drive, Nashville, 
Tennessee 37243 by Carrie Mills, Board Chair on Tuesday, October 29, 2024. 
  

Board members present:  Carrie Mills, Speech Pathologist, Board Chair 
Skye Jones, Audiologist, Board Secretary 
Matthew Ward, Speech Pathologist 
Kenneth Fletcher, MD 

 
Board member(s) absent:  Richard Morton, Citizen Member 

Alicia Barker, Audiologist 
 

Staff present:   Candyce Wilson, Unit 1 Board Director 
    Tabatha East, Administrative Director  

Michael Varnell, JD, General Counsel 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
Mr. Michael Varnell, the Board’s advisory attorney, reviewed the Conflict-of-Interest Policy. 
 
OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL REPORT 
 
Mr. Varnell provided an update on the Hearing Instrument Repeal for Rule 1370-02-.03 and the need for 
the Board to vote on this matter today. Communications Disorders and Sciences rule project #23-0757 for 
proposed rule changes that gives speech language pathologist and clinical fellows more time to complete 
their clinical fellowship, which is required to obtain licensure. A rulemaking hearing will be held at the 
January 2025 board meeting. Communications Disorders and Sciences rule project #24-0356 for the 
retrospective rule changes that were approved by the Board at the May 2024 meeting. 
 
There are currently three (3) licensees being monitored for discipline. One (1) Audiologist on probation 
and one (1) Speech Pathologist licensee on probation and one (1) is revoked. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS 
 
None. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
This was tabled for the next meeting. 
 
REPORT FROM THE OFFICE OF INVESTIGATIONS 
 
Ms. Jada Davis, complaint coordinator with the Office of Investigations, presented the current complaints 
report for the Board. The Board had no questions. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Due to a conflict of scheduling, there is no one available to present the year-end report. This will be 
presented at the Boards next meeting. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE REPORT 
 
Ms. Candyce Wilson, Board Director, reviewed the statistical licensing report for the Board and provided 
the upcoming meeting dates for 2025. At this time there is a vacancy for the Board’s administrator 
position, and it is projected to be filled within the next two (2) weeks. Ms. Wilson provided an update 
from the September 28, 2024, Compact Commission meeting. It is projected that the system will be 
developed and ready to issue privileges later in 2025.The Board had no questions.   
 
CONDUCT NEW BUSINESS 
 
Ratification of New Licensees  
 
The Board reviewed the newly licensed and reinstated licensees since the last Board meeting. Ms. Skye 
Jones motioned to ratify all names on the list. Mr. Matthew Ward seconded the motion, and it passed. 
 
The Board reviewed the newly licensed and reinstated licensees for the HIS Committee. Ms. Jones 
motioned to ratify all names on the list. Mr. Ward seconded the motion, and it passed. 
 
Dispensing hearing aids licensure designation, process, and applicable regulations. 
 
Boards members confirmed adding the dispensing hearing aids modifier to a license is only a licensee 
preference and there is no further documentation required by the administrative office to review when 
adding this to a license. 
 
Review resumes and consider approving new investigative consultant(s). 
 
The Board members reviewed several candidates to serve as a new investigative board consultant. The 
Board would like to choose a licensed speech pathologist and a licensed audiologist licensee. They feel as 
though it would be beneficial to select someone who previously served on the Board. The Board members 
would like more time to review the resumes and vote on the matter at the next meeting. Ms. Jones 
volunteered to review the candidate resumes and to collaborate with Mr. Varnell and Ms. Wilson as to the 
need for an interview of any candidate.  
 
Applicant #7 was reviewed and considered a quality candidate for this position since they had prior 
experience with the Board. Mr. Ward motioned to approve applicant #7 for the investigative board 
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consultant role. Ms Jones seconded the motion, and it passed. Mr. Ward motioned to nominate Ms. Jones 
to work with Ms. Wilson and Mr. Varnell to review the other candidates. Ms. Mills seconded the motion, 
and it passed. The Board members discussed their desire to have the resumes reviewed more thoroughly 
to identify a consultant who reflects different representation in the professions, avoid candidates in similar 
overlap, possibly interview a candidate if needed and the depth of their experience to include different 
work environments. 
 
Retrospective Repeal for Hearing Instrument Specialist Council Rule 1370-02-.03. 
 
Mr. Varnell reviewed proposed rule repeal made within this rule packet. These revisions were already 
approved by the Hearing Instrument Specialist Committee at their last meeting. Mr. Ward motioned to 
ratify the rule changes. Ms. Jones seconded the motion, and it passed by roll call vote. 
 
Review and consider proposed limited practice registration form. 
 
Pursuant to Board Rule 1370-01-.03(5), speech language pathologist and audiologists must register with 
this Board for limited practice in Tennessee. The Board reviewed the draft registration form and 
suggested an amended to add a line at the end of the area for signature where they attest, they understand 
the limited length of time they are allowed to practice in Tennessee. Additionally, dates effective for this 
practice should be provided next to where they select the type of registration. There was discussion on the 
understanding that these registrants would be held to Tennessee rules and regulations and not out of state 
licensure regulations. Mr. Ward motioned to approve the amended form. Dr. Fletcher seconded the 
motion, and it passed.  
 
Review and consider proposed revision for Rule 1370-01-.03 pertaining to limited practice registration. 
 
Mr. Varnell does not recommend any changes to the rules. The Board led a discussion on concerns of 
someone practicing under this authority but failing to register with the Board.  
 
Retrospective Rules for Hearing Instrument Specialist Council Rule 1370-02. 
 
Mr. Varnell reviewed the retrospective rule amendments for the Hearing Instrument Specialist 
Committee. That Committee approved these revisions at their last meeting. Ms. Jones motioned to 
approve the rule revisions. Mr. Ward seconded the motion, and it passed. 
 
Disciplinary Order(s) 
 
None presented. 
 
Public Comment 

There were no public comments. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:00am CT. 


