
 

 
Tennessee Board of Communication Disorders and Sciences Meeting  

 
Friday, August 16, 2024 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

The Board meeting of the Tennessee Communication Disorders and Sciences was called to order at 
10:00a.m. in the Iris Room, Ground Floor, Metro Center Complex, 665 Mainstream Drive, Nashville, 
Tennessee 37243 by Skye Jones, Acting Board Chair on Friday, August 16, 2024. 
  

 Board members present:  Skye Jones, Audiologist, Board Secretary 
Matthew Ward, Speech Pathologist 
Kenneth Fletcher, MD 
Alicia Barker, Audiologist 

 
Board member(s) absent:  Carrie Mills, Speech Pathologist, Board Chair 

 Richard Morton, Citizen Member 
  

Staff present:   Candyce Wilson, Unit 1 Board Director 
    Tabatha East, Administrative Director  

Michael Varnell, JD, General Counsel 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
Mr. Michael Varnell, the Board’s advisory attorney, reviewed the Conflict-of-Interest Policy. 
 
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE 2024 UPDATE 
 
Mr. Grayson Carter provided an update on the laws that passed during this legislative session. 
 
PC.557 SB2074/HB1678 
As enacted, transfers certain duties and authority regarding data reported by health facilities from the 
executive director of the health facilities commission to the department; requires licensed birthing centers 
to report claims data on discharges to the department at least quarterly; removes requirement that an 
owner of a hospital that closes must submit to the department a report of the statistical particulars relative 
to the hospital's patients for the fiscal year. 
 
PC.561 SB2075/HB1679 
As enacted, generally prohibits a licensed dentist from allowing, under general supervision, more than 
three dental hygienists to work at any one time; authorizes a dentist to supervise, under direct supervision, 
no more than five dental hygienists while the dentist and each hygienist are providing dental services on a 
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volunteer basis through a nonprofit provider of free mobile clinics; authorizes a dentist to supervise, under 
general supervision, no more than five dental hygienists if the dentist and dental hygienists work for the 
department of health, a county or metropolitan health department, or an entity that participates in the state 
safety net program for the uninsured. Board of Dentistry Rules 
 
PC.741 SB1874/HB1853 
As enacted, clarifies, for the purposes of regulation of health and related facilities, what constitutes home 
health services. Home health service does not include services that are: Provided by a person or entity that 
provides solely the services of a healthcare professional licensed under title 63, chapter 13 or 17; (b) 
Provided solely on an outpatient basis; (c) Provided to individuals who are not certified by a physician as 
meeting the definition of homebound, as defined in Sections 1835(a) and 1814(a) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 1395f and 1395n); and ( cl) Not reimbursed under Medicare part A; and 
(ii) This subdivision (25)(K) does not exclude a therapist or entity from the requirements of this section 
relative to professional support services; and "Home health service" does not include physical, 
occupational, or speech therapy services provided by a person or entity that provides solely the services of 
a healthcare professional licensed under Title 63, chapter 13 or 17, when provided in the room or 
residence of an assisted-care living facility resident. 
 
PC.761 SB2482/HB2773 
As enacted, enacts the "Cassie Wright Act," which makes changes to law relative to a parent, legal 
guardian, or legal custodian having access to certain medical information of their unemancipated minor. 
Requires a health care professional who reports a threat of bodily harm or threat of committing suicide, by 
a service recipient who is an unemancipated minor, to law enforcement must also report to the 
unemancipated minors parent, legal guardian, or legal custodian. Requires access to an unemancipated 
minors prescription records unless the provider is required to report abuse or access to this information is 
reasonably likely to endanger the life or physical safety of the minor. 

PC.783 SB1673/HB1625 
As enacted, requires a qualified mental health professional or behavior analyst to warn or protect an 
identified victim or group of people when the professional or analyst determines that a service recipient 
has communicated an intent for actual threat of bodily harm; requires the professional or behavior analyst 
to report such threat; provides immunity from civil, criminal, and regulatory liability for a professional or 
analyst who takes reasonable action to warn or protect identified victims or groups and to report such 
threat. 
 
PC.831 SB1766/HB1882 
As enacted, requires a healthcare provider to provide to a patient or the patient’s authorized representative 
a full copy of the patient’s medical records within 10 working days of receipt of a written request by the 
patient or representative, instead of providing a full copy or a summary of the records; requires a 
healthcare provider to provide to a principal or an attorney in fact acting pursuant to a durable power of 
attorney for health care a full copy of the principal’s medical records within 10 working days of receipt of 
a written request by the principal or attorney in fact, instead of providing a full copy or a summary of the 
records. 
 
PC.893 SB1720/HB2451 
As enacted, requires certain information to be included in a healthcare practitioner advertisement. A 
practitioner may only advertise the profession, title, or designation associated with the educational degree 
of the practitioner. 
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PC.944 SB2588/HB2097 
As enacted, requires state regulatory boards within the department of commerce and insurance and state 
health related boards within the department of health to issue advisory opinions upon request. 
 
PC.1027 SB1881/HB2857 
As enacted, removes from the definition of "provider-based telemedicine" the requirement that the 
healthcare service provider or the provider's practice group or healthcare system have an established 
provider-patient relationship that is documented by an in-person encounter within 16 months prior to the 
interactive visit. 
 
PC.1030 SB1963/HB2176 
As enacted, permits a court to award the reasonable court costs and attorney's fees to a petitioner 
successfully proving that a governing body knowingly and willfully violated the public meetings laws in 
this state. 
 
PC.1043 SB2151/HB2861 
As enacted, clarifies that a healthcare practitioner shall not coerce a person, including a person who has 
legal authority to make healthcare decisions for a child, to consent to a vaccination; Mislead or 
misrepresent that a vaccination is required by state law, when state law provides an exemption; or (3) 
Mislead or misrepresent that a newborn screening test is required by state law, when state law does not 
require such screening without providing an exemption to such requirement. 
 
PC.1061 SB2749/HB2936 
As enacted, enacts the "Families' Rights and Responsibilities Act." This act outlines that parental consent 
must be given to a healthcare provider to render certain treatment or services unless under certain 
circumstances such as emergency medical or surgical treatment or if blanket consent has been given. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS 
None. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Mr. Ward motioned to approve the May 17, 2024. Th emotion was seconded by Ms. Alicia Barker, and it 
passed. 
 
REPORT FROM THE OFFICE OF INVESTIGATIONS 
 
Ms. Barbara Granum, intake coordinator with the Office of Investigations, presented the current 
complaints report for the Board. The Board had no questions. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE REPORT 
 
Ms. Candyce Wilson, Board Director, reviewed the statistical licensing report for the Board and provided 
the upcoming meeting dates for 2025.  
 
OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL REPORT 
 
Mr. Varnell provided the following updates rule projects: 
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1)  This is a proposed rule change that gives speech language pathologist and clinical fellows more 

time to complete their initial clinical fellowship, which is required to obtain licensure. The project 
is going through the internal review process in the Office of General Counsel. 

 
2) This contains the retrospective review changes pursuant to 2021 Public Chapter 328. This also 

contains a rule change to the scope of practice to clarify that audiologists can engage the 
assessment, selection, fitting, and sale of OTC or prescription hearing aids. This project is going 
through the internal review process in the Office of General Counsel. 
 

The Office of General Counsel and Disciplinary Coordinator are monitoring three (3) licensees. One (1) 
Audiologist license on probation, one (1) Speech Pathologist license is revoked, and one (1) Speech 
Pathologist license is on probation. 
 
CONDUCT NEW BUSINESS 
 
Ratification of New Licensees  
The Board reviewed the newly licensed and reinstated licensees since the last Board meeting. Ms. Barker 
motioned to ratify all names on the list. Mr. Ward seconded the motion, and it passed. 
 
The Board reviewed the newly licensed and reinstated licensees for the HIS Committee. Ms. Barker 
motioned to ratify all names on the list. Mr. Ward seconded the motion, and it passed. 
 
ASLP COMPACT UPDATE 
Ms. Barker informed the Board that the Compact Commission met in July 2024 and approved their next 
year’s budget, and the Compact has now hired an Executive Director has been hired. The Compact 
Commission meets again on September 28, 2024, and Ms. Wilson will attend that meeting virtually. 
There was a discussion to ensure the Board’s Spring agenda include the ability to consider approval to 
upcoming conferences. This will allow Board members the opportunity to attend the annual NSCB 
meetings. 
 
DISCUSS AND CONSIDER APPROVING NEW INVESTIGATIVE CONSULTANT 
The current investigative consultant is retiring as of August 2024 and the Committee will need to appoint 
a new one. Ms Wilson requested the Board members and the association to notify members of the 
profession of this need. Ms. Wilson and Mr. Varnell provided information on this role and the process 
necessary to appoint another consultant. 
 
DISCIPLINARY ORDER(S) 
None presented. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There were no public comments. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 11:00am CT. 


