
 

 
Tennessee Board of Communication Disorders and Sciences Meeting  

 
Friday, January 31, 2025 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

The Board meeting of the Tennessee Communication Disorders and Sciences was called to order at -
10:00a.m. in the Iris Room, Ground Floor, Metro Center Complex, 665 Mainstream Drive, Nashville, 
Tennessee 37243 by Carrie Mills, Board Chair on Friday, January 31, 2025. 
  

Board members present:  Carrie Mills, Speech Pathologist, Board Chair 
Skye Jones, Audiologist, Board Secretary 
Matthew Ward, Speech Pathologist 
Alicia Barker, Audiologist 

 
Board member(s) absent:  Richard Morton, Citizen Member 
    Kenneth Fletcher, MD 

  
Staff present:   Candyce Wilson, Unit 1 Board Director 
    Alexis Whitaker, Administrative Director  

Michael Varnell, JD, General Counsel 
Mario Douglas, Board Administrator 

 
RULEMAKING HEARING @ 10AM CT 
 
Mr. Varnell allowed each board member to read economic impact statement and regulatory flexibility 
analysis. Ms. Skye Jones motioned to accept and approve the statement and analysis. Ms. Alicia Barker 
seconded the motion, and it passed. We have received no requests for public comment on this rulemaking 
hearing.  

This rulemaking hearing is to amend Rule 1370-01-.10 Clinical Fellowships, Clinical Externships and 
Supervision. This amendment proposes to allow more time for Clinical Fellows and Clinical Externs to 
complete their required training prior to obtaining licensure.  

Mr. Varnell confirmed that no one signed into the public comment sheet at the meeting. 

Ms. Candyce Wilson, Board Director, reported notice of the rulemaking hearing was sent on November 
14, 2024, to the Tennessee Speech and Hearing Association and on December 12, 2024, an email blast 
notification was sent to all current licensees of the profession.  
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Mr. Varnell read the substance of the proposed rules into the record for Rule 1370-01-.10 subsection (3) 
now reads clinical fellows’ period of effectiveness, the amendment states that the board adopts the 2020 
ASHA Clinical provisional period of effectiveness as revised effective January 1st, 2023, and deletes the 
four (4) sub paragraphs A through E. Mr. Varnell states that is the substance of the rule and asked for 
public comment. No public comment available, Mr. Varnell deferred to board for voting or comment. Ms. 
Skye Jones motioned to approve the rulemaking hearing. Ms Carrie Mills seconded the motion. The 
motion passed by roll call vote.   

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
Ms. Wilson opened floor for self-nominations for board chair and board secretary. She advised the Board 
that the board secretary will serve as interim board chair in the event the elected board chair is unable to 
attend a board meeting. Ms. Jones made a motion to elect Mr. Matthew Ward as Board Chair and Ms. 
Alicia Barker as Board Secretary. Ms. Mills seconded the motion, and the motion passed. Mr. Ward and 
Ms. Barker accepted the nominations. Mr. Ward will begin serving as board chair at the next regularly 
scheduled board meeting.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
This was tabled for the next meeting. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS 
 
None. 
 
REPORT FROM THE OFFICE OF INVESTIGATIONS 
 
Ms. Dorsey Luther, with the Office of Investigations, presented the current complaints report for the 
Board.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
There was no report for today’s meeting. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE REPORT 
 
Mr. Mario Douglas, Board Administrator, reviewed the statistical licensing report for the Board and 
provided the upcoming meeting dates for 2025. The Board had no questions.   
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY 
 
Mr. Michael Varnell reminded the board of the conflict-of-interest Policy.  
 
OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL REPORT 
 
Mr. Varnell provided an update on the Hearing Instrument Repeal for Rule 1370-02-.03, Mr. Varnell 
indicated that the repeal was recently approved by attorney general’s office and is currently under review 
by the governor’s office. Communications Disorders and Sciences rule project #23-0757 for proposed 
rule changes that gives speech language pathologist and clinical fellows more time to complete their 
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clinical fellowship, which is required to obtain licensure. A rulemaking hearing held earlier during 
January 31, 2025, board meeting. Communications Disorders and Sciences rule project #24-0356 for the 
retrospective rule changes that were approved by the Board at the May 2024 meeting, this retrospective 
rule change is currently in the office of general counsel’s internal review process  
 
There are currently three (3) licensees being monitored for discipline. One (1) Audiologist on probation 
and one (1) Speech Pathologist licensee on probation and one (1) is revoked. 
 
CONDUCT NEW BUSINESS 
 
Ratification of New Licensees  
 
The Board reviewed the newly licensed and reinstated licensees since the last Board meeting. Ms. Skye 
Jones motioned to ratify all names on the list. Ms. Alicia Barker seconded the motion, and it passed. 
 
The Board reviewed the newly licensed and reinstated licensees for the HIS Committee. Ms. Jones 
motioned to ratify all names on the list. Ms. Barker seconded the motion, and it passed. 
 
Correspondence 
 
None presented. 
 
Discuss and consider approval of investigative board consultants 
 
There was discussion on the need for an investigative consultant and the Board confirmed they would 
prefer a licensed Audiologist review an investigative case related to an Audiologist.  
 
Per Ms. Wilson, on October 28, 2024, board meeting, the board requested Ms. Jones to review all 
applicant resumes for SLP/AUD consultant role.  
 
Ms. Jones presented her review and recommendations of all candidates. 
 
The board approved five (5) applicants to serve as Investigative Consultants, three (3) for Audiology and 
two (2) for Speech Language Pathology. At the last meeting, the Board approved one (1) Speech 
Language Pathologist consultant. 
 
Ms. Jones motioned to approve all candidates to serve as investigative consultants. Ms. Barker seconded 
the motion, and it passed. 
  
 
Rules and process for adding the specialty of Endoscopy to a license pursuant to TCA 63-17-
103(5)(b)  
 
Mr. Varnell indicated a section in the practice act, TCA 63-17-103(5)(b) that speaks to licensees having 
the option to add the ability to add the endoscopy specialty to their license. Mr. Varnell proposed that a 
rule be implemented as opposed to a policy. Mr. Varnell will work with Ms. Wilson to redline and present 
at the next board meeting in May 2025. Ms. Wilson stated, in addition to the rule packet, the board may 
consider charging a fee for the process. Mr. Varnell added that a fee increase would also constitute a rule 
change. Once this process is added to the rules, everyone who currently has that specialty on their license 
will not need to subject their request again.  
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ASLP Compact Update 
 
Ms. Barker announced she has been appointed to the executive board of the compact. ASLP has an 
interim executive director with hopes of having director in place within a month. ASLP Compact Data 
system is in testing phase with Ms. Wilson being a part of the testing group.  Per Ms. Wilson, a compact 
privilege fee will be required, and we will inform the Fiscal Director of this requirement and request the 
Fiscal director present recommendations on this fee at the next board meeting. The compact is projected 
to go-live in August 2025. The administrative office has the responsibility of notifying the compact who 
qualifies for compact. To date, rules have not been drafted to determine if Criminal Background Checks 
previously completed will be accepted or if new Criminal Background Checks will be required. The 
requirements of the Jurisprudence Examination are also in discussion.  
 
Discuss and consider approval for attendance to upcoming conference(s), as needed 
 
Ms. Mills discussed getting approval for National Council of State Boards of Examiners Conference 
located in Mt. Pleasant, SC on Sept 18th-20th 2025.  Ms. Wilson indicated that request for approval should 
be requested three (3) months in advance. Mr. Varnell requested that the board members discuss the 
benefits of attending the NCSB conference. Ms. Mills and Ms. Barker spoke to the benefits of attending 
NCSB conference. Ms. Jones motioned to approve one (1) audiologist, one (1) speech language 
pathologist board member and one (1) staff member to attend the conference. Ms. Mills seconded the 
motion, and it passed. 
 
 
Disciplinary Order(s) 
 
None presented. 
 
Public Comment 

There were no public comments. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:05 CT. 


