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Acute Flaccid Myelitis (AFM)

• Uncommon, but life-
threatening 
neurological condition

• Sudden onset of arm 
or leg weakness, loss 
of muscle tone, loss of 
reflexes

• Most likely caused by 
viruses, including 
enteroviruses

• Peaks every two years 
between August and 
November

Image from CDC



Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C)

• Patient <21 years 
presents with fever, 
laboratory evidence of 
inflammation, illness 
requiring hospitalization, 
multisystem organ 
involvement and no 
alternative diagnosis

• Patient may fulfill full or 
partial criteria for 
Kawasaki Disease

• Generally presents weeks 
after COVID-19 illness
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Acute Flaccid Myelitis (AFM)

Sudden onset of flaccid limb 
weakness and MRI showing a 
spinal cord lesion in at least 
some gray matter

• https://www.cdc.gov/acute-
flaccid-myelitis/hcp/clinicians-
health-departments.html

Multi-system Inflammatory 
Syndrome in Children (MIS-C)

Kawasaki-like disease; 
persistent fever, fatigue, 
multiorgan involvement and 
elevated inflammatory 
markers

• https://www.cdc.gov/mis-
c/index.html

• https://www.tn.gov/content/da
m/tn/health/documents/cedep
/novel-coronavirus/Call-for-
Cases-MIS-C.pdf

What to look 
for:

Resources :

Reporting :
Amanda Hartley, RN; VPD.IMM@tn.gov
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