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Vaccinations protect the individual and the 
public from life-threatening, preventable 
diseases and nurses have a long history 
of administering vaccines as well as 
advocating for necessary vaccines 
throughout an individual’s life span.
Thank you for all you do!

Thank You!



 JoEllen Wolicki is a federal government employee with no financial 
interest in or conflict with the manufacturer of any product named 
in this presentation.

 The speaker will discuss the off-label use of pneumococcal, 
hepatitis A, and meningococcal vaccines.

 The speaker will not discuss a vaccine not currently licensed by the 
FDA.

 The use of trade names is for identification purposes only and 
does not imply endorsement by the ACIP or CDC.

Disclosures



 The recommendations to be discussed are 
primarily those of the Advisory Committee 
on Immunization Practices (ACIP):
• Composed of 15 nongovernment experts in 

clinical medicine and public health
• Provides guidance on use of vaccines and other 

biologic products to DHHS, CDC, and the U.S. 
Public Health Service

Watch the meeting via live webcast. 
• Currently, meetings are virtual with no in-

person attendance.  

Disclosures

CDC ACIP meeting website  http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/upcoming-dates.html. Accessed 7/25/2020. 

Upcoming ACIP meetings
August 26, 2020

September 22, 2020
October 28–29, 2020

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/upcoming-dates.html


ACIP Immunization Schedule Overview  



Recommended Child and Adolescent Immunization Schedule for ages 18 years or younger www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/child-adolescent.html. Accessed 2/4/2020. 

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/child-adolescent.html


Table 2 Catch-Up Guidance: DTaP, Tdap, Hib, PCV, and Polio 

Vaccine Catch-Up Guidance 
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/catchup.html. Accessed 2/4/2020. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/catchup.html


Recommended Adult Immunization Schedule for ages 19 years or older www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/adult.html. Accessed 2/4/2020.

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/adult.html


General Principles: Catching Up Missing or 
Delayed Doses 



 Increasing the interval between doses of a multidose vaccine 
does not diminish the effectiveness of the vaccine.

Decreasing the interval between doses of a multidose vaccine 
may interfere with antibody response and protection.

Intervals Between Doses

General Best Practice Guidelines for Immunization https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html. Accessed 7/25/2020

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html


Vaccine doses should not be 
administered at intervals less than 
the minimum intervals or earlier than 
the minimum age.

Minimum Intervals and Ages

General Best Practice Guidelines for Immunization https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html. Accessed 7/25/2020

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html


Catch-up for a lapsed vaccination schedule 

 Impending international travel

NOT to be used routinely

When Can Minimum Intervals Be Used?

General Best Practice Guidelines for Immunization https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html. Accessed 7/25/2020

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html


ACIP recommends that vaccine doses given up to 4 days 
before the minimum interval or age be counted as valid.

Should not be used for scheduling future vaccination visits

Use for reviewing vaccination records.

The “Grace Period”

General Best Practice Guidelines for Immunization https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html. Accessed 7/25/2020

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html


Using the “Grace Period”

General Best Practice Guidelines for Immunization https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html. Accessed 7/25/2020

 To schedule a future appointment NO!

 When evaluating a vaccination 
record

Yes 

 Client is in the office or clinic early Maybe 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html


Client is in the office or clinic

Using the “Grace Period”

General Best Practice Guidelines for Immunization https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html. Accessed 7/25/2020

Client/parent is known and dependable Reschedule

Client/parent is unknown or undependable Vaccinate

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html


Grace period may conflict with some state school entry 
requirements.

 Immunization programs and/or school entry requirements may 
not accept some or all doses given earlier than the minimum age 
or interval, particularly varicella and/or MMR vaccines.

 Providers should comply with local and/or state immunization 
requirements.

Minimum Intervals and Minimum Ages Considerations

General Best Practice Guidelines for Immunization https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html. Accessed 7/25/2020

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html


 The recommended interval or age is preferred.

 The minimum interval can be used to catch up.

 The grace period is last resort.

Summary 

General Best Practice Guidelines for Immunization https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html. Accessed 7/25/2020

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html


Providing Vaccines During the Pandemic



Ensuring that routine 
vaccination is maintained or 
reinitiated during the 
COVID-19 pandemic is 
essential for protecting 
individuals and 
communities. 

Routine Vaccination and COVID-19 

Vaccination Guidance During a Pandemic  https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html. Accessed 7/25/2020.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html


Children–newborns, infants, and children up to 24 months of 
age, young children, and adolescence
Pregnant women–Tdap and influenza vaccines 
Adults–follow the Standards for Adult Immunization
 Influenza vaccination–universal vaccination with focus on:

• Essential workers
• Persons at increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19
• Persons at high risk for influenza complications

Catch-Up Priorities During a Pandemic

Vaccination Guidance During a Pandemic  https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html. Accessed 7/25/2020.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html


Communicate with patients/families about how they can be 
safely vaccinated during the pandemic.
 Implement effective strategies for catch-up vaccination.

• Remind patients or parents of vaccine doses coming due. 
• Recall patients or parents missing any doses of vaccines. 
• Assess the vaccination status of all patients at every health care visit. 
• Use standing orders. 
• Give a strong recommendation for vaccination, especially flu vaccine!
• Administer all needed vaccines during the same clinical visit. 

Administer Routinely Recommended Vaccines

Infection Control Guidance for Healthcare Professionals about Coronavirus (COVID-19) www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html. Accessed 07/25/2020
Vaccination Guidance During a Pandemic  https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html. Accessed 7/25/2020.

http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html


Providing Vaccines Safely During the Pandemic: HCP 

Face mask Eye protection Gloves

• Recommended: 
All healthcare 
providers

(N95 masks not
recommended)

• Recommended: Areas of 
moderate/substantial 
community transmission

• Optional: Areas of minimal/no 
community transmission

• Recommended: 
Intranasal or oral 
vaccines

• Optional: Intramuscular 
or subcutaneous vaccines

Infection Control Guidance for Healthcare Professionals about Coronavirus (COVID-19) www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html. Accessed 07/25/2020
Vaccination Guidance During a Pandemic  https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html. Accessed 7/25/2020.
Image credit: Pan American Health Organization

http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html


Providing Vaccines Safely During the Pandemic: Patients 

Infection Control Guidance for Healthcare Professionals about Coronavirus (COVID-19) www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html. Accessed 07/25/2020
Vaccination Guidance During a Pandemic  https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html. Accessed 7/25/2020.

Separate sick from well patients

Schedule well and sick visits at 
different times of the day
Place sick visits in different 
areas of the facility or 
different locations

Ensure physical distancing measures

At least 6 feet during all aspects of 
visit: check-in, checkout, screening 
procedures, postvaccination
monitoring
Use strategies such as physical 
barriers, signs, ropes, floor markings

Reduce crowding in waiting room

Ask patients to wait outside 
(e.g.; in their vehicles) until it 
is time to be called in

24

http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html


Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 
(ACIP) Updates and MMWR Publications



ACIP Recommendations: Influenza Vaccine 



 Two consecutive waves
• 1st wave predominantly 

influenza B/Victoria viruses 
• 2nd wave driven by influenza    

A (H1N1) 

 Pediatric deaths reported 
to CDC for the 2019-2020 
season:  185*

Deaths
24,000-62,000

Hospitalizations
410,000-740,000

Medical visits
18,000,000-26,000,000 

Illnesses
39,000,000-56,000,000

Summary of 2019-2020 influenza season

*As of June 13, 2020
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden/preliminary-in-season-estimates.htm



Annual influenza vaccination continues to be recommended for 
persons 6 months of age and older without contraindications or 
precautions.*

While vaccination is recommended for everyone in this age group, there are 
some for whom it is particularly important:
• Persons 6 months of age and older who are at high risk of complications and severe 

illness
• Contacts and caregivers of those who are at high risk of complications and of infants 

younger than 6 months of age (because there is no vaccine approved for these 
infants)

2020–21 ACIP Influenza Recommendations 

*These recommendations have been adopted by the CDC Director and will become official once published in MMWR.
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html. Accessed 7/26/2020

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html


Egg-based vaccine
– A/Guangdong-

Maonan/SWL1536/2019 
(H1N1)pdm09 virus

– A/Hong Kong/2671/2019 (H3N2)-
like virus 

– B/Washington/02/2019 (Victoria 
lineage)-like virus

– B/Phuket/3073/2013 (Yamagata 
lineage)-like virus

Cell-culture/recombinant 
– A/Hawaii/70/2019 (H1N1)pdm09 

virus
– A/Hong Kong/2671/2019 (H3N2)-

like virus 
– B/Washington/02/2019 (Victoria 

lineage)-like virus
– B/Phuket/3073/2013 (Yamagata 

lineage)-like virus

2020–21 Influenza Vaccine Strains 
(Quadrivalent Vaccines)

*Vaccine strain changed from 2019  - 20 vaccine



May administer any licensed, age-appropriate influenza vaccine 
product, including LAIV, IIV, RIV, or ccIIV

 The choice should primarily be driven by the age indication and 
contraindications and precautions.

Where more than one type of vaccine is appropriate and available, 
ACIP has no preference for any flu vaccine product over another.
• No preference: intranasal vs injectable, high-dose vs standard dose

Choice of Influenza Vaccine



ACIP Recommendations: Pneumococcal Vaccines 
65 Years of Age and Older



PPSV23 recommendations have not changed. 
• All adults should receive 1 dose of PPSV23 at 65 years or older. 
• Including those vaccinated with PPSV23 before 65 years of age 

ACIP recommends PCV13 based on shared clinical decision-
making for adults 65 years or older who do not have an 
immunocompromising condition and who have not previously 
received PCV13.

Updated Pneumococcal Vaccine Recommendations: 
Persons 65 Years of Age and Older 

MMWR 2019;68(46):1069–1075



These frequently asked 
questions provide clarity on 
ACIP’s shared clinical 
decision-making 
recommendations and 
guidance and 
implementation 
considerations.

Shared Clinical Decision-Making Recommendations  

ACIP Shared Clinical Decision-Making Recommendations  www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/acip-scdm-faqs.html . Accessed 2/12/2020

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/acip-scdm-faqs.html


ACIP Recommendations: Tdap/Td Vaccine 



 Routinely recommended at 11–12 years of age 

 Catch up adolescents 13 years of age and older who were not 
vaccinated.

 Adolescents who received Tdap inadvertently or as part of the 
catch-up series between 7–9 years of age: Give routine Tdap 
dose at 11–12 years.
• Tdap administered at 10 years of age may count as the recommended dose 

at 11–12 years.*

ACIP Adolescent Tdap Recommendations

*Unless state school requirements differ. State law supersedes ACIP recommendations.  
MMWR 2018;67(2):1–44
MMWR 2020;69(3):77–83 



Either Td or Tdap vaccine can be used, including:  
• 10-year booster dose 
• Tetanus prophylaxis for wound management
• Catch-up immunization for persons 7 years of age and older 
o Never been vaccinated against pertussis, tetanus, or diphtheria 
o Incompletely vaccinated for pertussis, tetanus, or diphtheria 

• Prevention of neonatal and obstetric tetanus 

Previously Td was recommended for those previously 
vaccinated with Tdap 

Updated ACIP Tdap Immunization Recommendations

MMWR 2020;69(3):77–83 



Georgia is 11 years old and presents today for her back-to-
school immunizations. Her vaccination history includes a dose 
of Tdap at 10 years of age.  
 Is a dose of Tdap recommended for her now? 

• Yes 
• No
• Maybe

What Do You Think? 



Maybe
Tdap administered at 10 

years of age may count as 
the recommended dose at 
11–12 years, BUT if state 
school rules/laws require a 
dose, give Tdap. 

What Do You Think? 



ACIP Recommendations: Hepatitis A Vaccine 



Routinely recommended at 12 through 23 months of age 
• 2-dose schedule (0, 6 months)

Recommended for all unvaccinated children 2–18 years of 
age (all children and adolescents should receive catch-up 
vaccination)
Routinely recommended for all persons 1 year of age and 

older with HIV*

Updated Hepatitis A Immunization Recommendations: 
Children   

MMWR. 2020;69(5):1–38 



 Recommended for adults who have a specific risk, including:
• Chronic liver disease
• HIV infection
• Men who have sex with men
• Injection or noninjection drug use (i.e., all those who use illegal drugs)  
• Homelessness
• Work with hepatitis A virus 
• International travel to countries with high or intermediate endemic hepatitis A
• Close, personal contact with an international adoptee 
• Persons in a hepatitis A outbreak who are at risk for infection or severe disease 
• Pregnancy if at risk for infection or severe outcome from infection during pregnancy
• Settings for exposure, including health care settings targeting services to injection or 

noninjection drug users or group homes and nonresidential day care facilities for 
developmentally disabled persons (individual risk factor screening not required)

• And those without a risk factor but want protection
 No longer recommended for persons who receive blood products for clotting 

disorders 

Updated Hepatitis A Immunization Recommendations:
Adults  

MMWR 2020;69(5):1–38 



Give 1 dose of HepA vaccine to 
infants 6–11 months of age

Restart 2-dose series of HepA
vaccine at 12 months of age or 
older

Hepatitis A Vaccine for International Travelers:
Infants  

MMWR 2020;69(5):1–38 



Anne is 2 years old and her immunization history includes:
• Hepatitis A vaccine at 9 and 16 months of age 

Does Anne need another dose of hepatitis A vaccine? 
• Yes 
• No

What Do You Think? 



Yes.  Anne needs 1 additional dose to complete the series 
• Doses administered before 12 months of age do not count towards a 

completed series 

Anne can be given hep A vaccine ASAP as 6 months (minimum 
interval between doses) have passed since the previous dose  

What Do You think? 



ACIP Recommendations: Meningococcal B 
Vaccine 



Meningococcal B Vaccines 

MMWR 2017;66(19);509–513

Bexsero (MenB-4C)
• Route: IM injection 
• Dosage: 0.5 mL 
• Schedule: 2-dose series at 0 and 1–6 months

Trumenba (MenB-FHbp)
• Route: IM injection 
• Dosage: 0.5 mL
• Schedules: 
o Healthy adolescents (not at risk) can follow a 2-dose series at 0, 6 months
o Persons at increased risk for meningococcal B disease and serogroup B outbreaks 

should follow a 3-dose series at 0, 1–2, 6 months



 Administer MenB vaccine to persons age 10 years* and older at 
increased risk for meningococcal disease, including:
• Persons with persistent complement component deficiencies
• Persons with anatomic or functional asplenia**

• Microbiologists routinely exposed to isolates of Neisseria meningitides
• Persons identified as at increased risk because of a serogroup B meningococcal 

disease outbreak

ACIP Meningococcal B Recommendations

*ACIP off-label recommendation 
**Including sickle cell disease
MMWR 2015;64(22);608–12.



Booster doses are recommended for those at increased risk.

Persons 10 years of age and older with complement 
deficiency, complement inhibitor use, asplenia, and 
microbiologists:
• Schedule: Booster dose 1 year after primary series, followed by booster 

doses every 2–3 years while risk remains

Updated Meningococcal B Recommendations*

*These recommendations have been adopted by the CDC Director and will become official once published in MMWR.
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html. Accessed 8/25/2019.

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html


Persons 10 years of age and older determined by public health 
officials to be at increased risk during an outbreak: 
• One-time booster dose if it has been 1 year or more since completion 

of a MenB primary series
• A booster dose interval of 6 months or longer may be considered by 

public health officials depending on the specific outbreak, vaccination 
strategy, and projected duration of elevated risk.

Updated Meningococcal B Recommendations*

*These recommendations have been adopted by the CDC Director and will become official once published in MMWR.
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html. Accessed 8/25/2019.

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html


A meningococcal B booster is recommended for persons 10 
years of age and older who remain at risk, including those 
with complement deficiency, complement inhibitor use, 
asplenia, and microbiologists. 
True 
 False 

What Do You Think? 



True. Booster doses are recommended for persons 10 years of 
age and older at increased risk. 

What Do You Think? 



CDC Immunization Resources for HCP



CDC’s Coronavirus Web Page
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html



Vaccinate with Confidence: Responding to Dynamics Shared 
by Recent Outbreaks

Pockets of low 
vaccination

Myths & 
misinformation

Vaccine access



Vaccinate with Confidence https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/partners/vaccinate-with-confidence.html. Accessed 1/19/2020.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/partners/vaccinate-with-confidence.html


#HowIRecommend Video Series 

#HowIRecommend video series www.cdc.gov/vaccines/howirecommend/index.html Accessed 2/4/2020.

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/howirecommend/index.html


Provide clinicians with the most 
up-to-date information on 
immunization.
Multiple products available free 

through the CDC website:
- Immunization courses and webinars
- You Call the Shots self-study modules

Continuing education available 
 Sign up for e-mail alerts. 

CDC Resources for Staff Education 

Immunization Education and Training: www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/index.html. Accessed 2/4/2020. 

Your e-mail address here 

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/index.html


 Questions?  E-mail CDC                                                         www.cdc.gov/cdcinfo

 Vaccines and immunizations website                               www.cdc.gov/vaccines

 HCP education www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp.htm

 Vaccine conversation materials 
– Parents                        www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/conversations/index.html
– Adult patients                                          www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-patients/adults-all.html

 Influenza www.cdc.gov/flu

 Vaccine safety                                                                www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety

Immunization Questions? 

http://www.cdc.gov/cdcinfo
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/conversations/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-patients/adults-all.html
http://www.cdc.gov/flu
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety


CDC Immunization Apps for Health Care Personnel  

Childhood and adult immunization schedules 
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/schedule- app.html

Influenza information 
www.cdc.gov/flu/apps/cdc-influenza-hcp.html

Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report MMWR 
www.cdc.gov/mobile/applications/mobileframework/mmwrpromo.html

PneumoRecsVaxAdvisor
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/pneumo/hcp/pneumoapp.html

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/schedule-%20app.html
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/apps/cdc-influenza-hcp.html
http://www.cdc.gov/mobile/applications/mobileframework/mmwrpromo.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/pneumo/hcp/pneumoapp.html
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