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DOWNTOWN AND BUSINESS DISTRICT REVITALIZATION

Dickson, Tennessee is a city of 12,585 in Middle Tennessee’s Dickson County. By 2007, Dickson’s downtown business
district had seen a decline in walking traffic, business traffic, and the quality of its streets and sidewalks. Leaders in the
Dickson community decided to begin a downtown revitalization project to enhance their downtown and draw economic
and cultural activity back into the historic city center. The city followed a three-step strategy:

STEP |: BUILDING PROJECT SUPPORT

e Dickson government leaders created the Downtown
Dickson Committee, representing businesspeople,
residents, and officials, to create a vision for the town’s
development.

e Project leaders hosted public meetings and council
presentations to keep the community informed on the
project’s vision and progress.

STEP |l: PROJECT PLANNING & DESIGN

¢ |n May 2008, on the Downtown Committee’s
recommendation, the Dickson City Council chose
architectural firm Lose & Associates to create a Downtown
Development Master Plan. Initial designs were shown to
the city council and the community in October 2008 and
were later adopted for implementation.

STEP Ill: PROJECT FUNDING AND IMPLEMENTATION

In 2009, the city of Dickson began applying for grants to implement the vision of its Downtown Development
Master Plan. Dickson leaders also partnered with downtown business and property owners, who helped to fund
parking lot renovations and streetscaping. The grants that Dickson received were:

$1,200,000 $630,000 $595,000
TDOT ENHANCEMENT FUNDS 2 TDOT ENHANCEMENT FUNDS TDOT ENHANCEMENT FUNDS
- Refurbished parking lots o - Ornamental street lighting - Streetscape improvements
- Planting of new trees N - Brick-paved sidewalks - Ornamental lighting

- New sidewalks - Green space and - Pedestrian accessibility
- Better pedestrian access landscaping - Planting of new trees

To date, Dickson has received $2,425,000 in grants for its Downtown and
Business District Revitalization project.
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DOWNTOWN AND BUSINESS DISTRICT REVITALIZATION

Land Use and Transportation integration is vital in coordinating Tennessee’s transportation planning and investment with
local land use decisions and community visions. This integration helps guide the development of a safe and efficient
statewide transportation system.

TDOT’s Long Range Planning Division and Office of Community Transportation interact with local community leaders to gain
a better understanding of local communities’ interests, activities, and the various comprehensive transportation planning
documents and policies that are in place. By having a better understanding of local land use plans and decisions, TDOT
can make more informed decisions about the state’s transportation investments, creating a more efficient and effective
network for Tennesseans.

Benefits of integrated land use and transportation include:

Enhanced economic growth and competitiveness

Increased mobility and transportation choices

Ensured effective use of infrastructure and government funding
Expanded community redevelopment options including desired
amenities

Lowered emissions

e Safer and healthier communities

e Improved quality of life for all Tennesseans

Revitalization in business districts, downtown and neighborhoods is important because it retains a sense of place and
historic identity while sustaining a sense of community. Revitalization efforts maximize public facilities, infrastructure
investments, and create new locations for small business development that support local and tourism economies. It also
reduces the growth pressure to outlying areas, and creates convenience. Business district, downtown and neighborhood
revitalization efforts provide communities with more connections and more choices.

TDOT LONG RANGE PLANNING DIVISION CONTACTS

REGION 4 REGION 3 REGION 2 REGION 1

Aury Kangelos Katy Braden Stacy Morrison Jack Qualls
901-684-5466 | aury.kangelos@tn.gov | 615-532-3563 | katy.braden@tn.gov | 423-510-1177 | stacy.morrison@tn.gov | 865-594-2662 | jack.qualls@tn.gov

Carlos McCloud Larry McGoogin Kevin Herrit Nick Weander

901-684-5465 | carlos.mccloud@tn.gov | 615-253-2428 | larry.mcgoogin@tn.gov |  423-510-1167 | kevin.herrit@tn.gov | 865-594-2667 | nick.weander@tn.gov

Produced by:

( umberland Region
‘Tomorrow

Collaborative Action for Quality Growth

www.cumberlandregiontomorrow.org



