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Healthcare Associated Infections and Antimicrobial Resistance Program



Welcome



Announcements



New Proposed TJC Stewardship  Standard
• For acute care and critical access hospitals 
• Seeking public feedback
• https://jointcommission.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9

zWZ2ALi3izdhHg
• Survey open August 4 – September 15

https://jointcommission.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9zWZ2ALi3izdhHg


Potential changes
• Expanded multidisciplinary team
• Emphasis on specific disease state guidelines and 

interventions
– CAP, SSTI, UTI

• Emphasis on specific proven interventions
– Prior Authorization, Audit and Feedback

• NHSN AU Option reporting



Burkholderia cepacia complex (Bcc)
• Aug 4 – CDC notified state and location HDs
• Ongoing, multi-state investigation of Bcc infections
• Associated with contaminated ultrasound gels

• Manufacturer has recalled MediChoice ® M500812 
ultrasound gel
– See Eco-Med recall communication
– https://eco-med.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Eco-

Med_Recall-Communication_08-04-21.pdf

https://eco-med.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Eco-Med_Recall-Communication_08-04-21.pdf


If Bcc suspected/confirmed:
• Notify TDH at HAI.Health@tn.gov of any Bcc infections 

(any specimen source) since February 2021 in persons 
exposed to the recalled product, regardless of lot 
number. 

• Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations
– https://www.aium.org/officialStatements/57

mailto:HAI.Health@tn.gov
https://www.aium.org/officialStatements/57


Upcoming Deadline
• August 14

– Deadline for NHSN AU Option data
– For Q2 2021 AU Quality Report

• TDH AU PP Survey
– Q2 2021 reports distributed last week
– 1 additional facility – request new report



Antibiotic Use During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic



Hospital Use
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Remdesivir Use in Hospitals



Remdesivir

• Adenosine-analog antiviral that inhibits RNA synthesis
• Activity against MERS-CoV, SARS, Ebola

5/1/2020
FDA issues 

EUA for 
treatment of 
hospitalized 

COVID-19 
patients with 
remdesivir

Mid May 2020
TN receives/ 

allocates first 
shipments of 
remdesivir to 

facilities

5/29/2020 
NHSN moves 
forward with 

adding 
remdesivir to 

AU Option

7/2/2020
NHSN asks 
facilities to 

report 
remdesivir
beginning 
July 2020

8/28/2020
FDA expands 

EUA for 
remdesivir

10/1/2020
Hospitals can 

purchase 
remdesivir

directly from 
distributors

10/22/2020
FDA 

approves 
remdesivir for 
hospitalized 

COVID-19 
patients



Remdesivir Use in US Hospitals – National 

Presented at Council of State and 
Territorial Epidemiologist Annual 
Conference, 2021.  



Days of Therapy (DOT) of Remdesivir – FACWIDEIN



DOT and Rate by Facility



DOT by Unit



Overall Rate by Location
Location Remdesivir Usage Rate (DOT/1000 Days Present)

Pulmonary Wards 215.9

Respiratory Critical Care 90.7

Medical Critical Care 60.3

Medical-Surgery Critical Care 34.3

Medical Ward 26.7

Medical-Surgery Ward 22.7

FACWIDEIN 20.6

Inpatient Step Down 14.9







Outpatient Use
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Change in Overall Use – Early Pandemic
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Clinical Infectious Diseases,2020; 
ciaa1896, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciaa1896

https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciaa1896


Slide used with permission from CDC



Nursing Homes
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Clinical Infectious Diseases, 2021;  
ciab225, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciab225

https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciab225


Key Takeaways

• Hospitals: Variable changes in antibiotic use
– Increases primarily attributed to certain agents (e.g. azithromycin)
– Dependent on COVID-19 burden

• Outpatient settings:  Significant decreases in overall use
– Drop in healthcare utilization

• Nursing homes: Spikes in use
– Primarily in early pandemic and with specific agents (e.g. hydroxychloroquine, 

azithromycin)



Project Firstline





Agenda:
• Introduction
• The Basic Science of Viruses

• Video
• Discussion and reflection

• Session feedback form and next steps 

Learning Objectives:
• Describe three (3) steps showing how viruses use of the cells of living things 

to make more copies of themselves.
• Explain one (1) reason why infection control actions focus on keeping 

respiratory droplets out of the air and away from other people.



Agenda

• Introduction
• How Respiratory Droplets Spread COVID-19

• Video
• Discussion and reflection

• Session feedback form and next steps 

Learning Objectives
• Describe one characteristic (1) of respiratory droplets 
• Understand one (1) primary way that SARS-CoV-2 moves between people.
• Explain one (1) reason why infection control actions focus on keeping 

respiratory droplets out of the air and away from other people.



As you watch, consider the following questions

1. Did you learn something new from this video, or were you 
reminded of something important that especially resonates with 
you? Can you think of someone you know who would benefit from 
these concepts?

2. Have you ever received questions from patients or coworkers on 
these topics? Does this video give you any ideas of how you could 
explain these concepts to others?



      





Picture of man sneezing 



Let’s Discuss

1. Did you learn something new from this video, or were you 
reminded of something important that especially resonates with 
you? Can you think of someone you know who would benefit from 
these concepts?

2. Have you ever received questions from patients or coworkers on 
these topics? Does this video give you any ideas of how you could 
explain these concepts to others?

3. What is your facility doing to prevent people from breathing in 
each other’s respiratory droplets? 



Reflection
How you can positively promote respiratory droplet protection at 

work?

Did you learn something today (or remind yourself of something 
you already knew) that could help you discuss infection control in 

your day-to-day interactions with patients and coworkers? 



Key Messages

• Viruses are able to use cells in living things, including people, to make 
copies of themselves. It’s how viruses spread within a body, and from 
person to person.

• When enough viruses have been able to get into our cells and make 
copies of themselves, the body recognizes that there’s an infection, 
and our immune system revs up to fight off the virus.

• It is the activity of our immune system fighting the virus that makes 
us feel sick.



Key Messages
• Our breath contains a lot of water that you can’t usually see.

• When we see our breath in cold air or see our glasses fog up when we’re 
wearing a mask, what we’re seeing is all the water in our breath.

• Those are our respiratory droplets.

• The main way that SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes the disease COVID-
19, travels between people is through respiratory droplets.

• When someone is infected with SARS-CoV-2, the droplets that they breathe 
out have virus particles in them.

• People who are close by can breathe the droplets in, or the droplets can 
land on their eyes, and they can get infected.



Resources and Future Training sessions
Project Firstline on CDC: 
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/projectfirstline/index.html

Project Firstline on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CDCProjectFirstline/

Twitter:
https://twitter.com/CDC_Firstline

Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvrp9iOILTQZQGtDnSDGViKDdRtIc13VX

To sign up for Project Firstline e-mails, click here: 
https://tools.cdc.gov/campaignproxyservice/subscriptions.aspx?topic_id=USCDC_2104

https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/projectfirstline/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/CDCProjectFirstline/
https://twitter.com/CDC_Firstline
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvrp9iOILTQZQGtDnSDGViKDdRtIc13VX
https://tools.cdc.gov/campaignproxyservice/subscriptions.aspx?topic_id=USCDC_2104


Feedback form



Next Steps
• Next Call

– October 12 2pm Eastern/1pm Central Time
– Topic:  Continuation of Project Firstline, etc. 
– Topic: IDWeek 2021 Debrief
– Topic:  Prior Authorization Adoption

• Seeking Volunteers to discuss their experience 

• Feedback always appreciated
– Christopher.evans@tn.gov

mailto:Christopher.evans@tn.gov
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