
 
October 16, 2020 Update 
 

Surveillance 
• COVID-19 data by county are available in data snapshots by county.   
• The weekly Critical Indicators Report includes information to help stakeholders monitor trends in cases, 

symptoms, testing capabilities and health care system capacity. 
• COVID-19 hospitalizations represent ~11% of all hospitalized patients in TN, and hospital capacity remains 

stable across Tennessee.  
 

 

Response  
• Governor Bill Lee and Education Commissioner Penny Schwinn called for removing negative consequences for 

schools and educators associated with student assessments for the 2020-2021 school year.  
• Tennessee’s Economic Recovery Group issued updated guidance for businesses and other activities under 

the Tennessee Pledge. The updated and streamlined guidance aligns with recent amendments to state-
issued Executive Orders and enable Tennessee businesses to operate with more flexibility where social 
distancing protocols remain in place: 

o Instead of recommending strict capacity limitations for attractions and entertainment, guidelines 
focus on case-by-case flexibility and provide examples for incorporating social distancing. 

o Focus on preventing COVID-19 transmission from close physical contact rather than surface 
transmission, though regular disinfection and hand hygiene remain important. 

• Governor Bill Lee announces $50 million in new business relief funding. The program’s application window 
will open October 7, 2020 and remain open until December 29, 2020, or until all funds are depleted. 

• Governor Bill Lee announced on September 30th, the State of Emergency in Tennessee will continue 
through October with adjustments made to previous executive orders: 

o Executive Order No. 63, extending certain, targeted provisions of previous executive orders 
through October 30 including the authority of local governments to institute mask requirements. 
Remaining restrictions on businesses and gathering sizes in the 89 counties with a state-run health 
department have been removed. 

o Executive Order No. 64, extending through October 30 provisions that allow for remote 
notarization and witnessing of documents. 

o Executive Order No. 60, which extends through October 28 provisions that allow for electronic 
government meetings subject to transparency safeguards, including the requirement of live 
broadcasts of electronic meetings to the public beginning October 1, remains in effect. 

• Tennessee Department of Education’s dashboard on COVID-19 cases in schools is now live. 
 

 

Ongoing TDH Activities 
• Supporting COVID-19 assessments at local health departments. 
• Operating information lines for public inquiries and maintaining a clinician’s consultation line.  
• Sharing information via social media networks and the TDH COVID-19 webpage and conducting 

telebriefings for healthcare providers, hospitals, and partner agencies. 
• Investigating cases, tracing contacts, and monitoring cases and contacts.  
• Utilizing the Healthcare Resource Tracking System to monitor COVID-19 hospitalization numbers, personal 

protective equipment inventories and strain on the healthcare system.  
• Recruiting medical professionals through the Medical Reserve Corps Program. 
• Supporting state laboratory testing. 
• Organize distribution of rapid antigen test kits to vulnerable populations 

 
 

 

Important Reminders 
• COVID-19 tests are free to all in local health departments. 
• A hotline is available for frontline healthcare workers, implemented by the Department of Mental Health 

and Substance Abuse Services. 
• The Tennessee Pledge: a plan to help Tennesseans return to work in a safe environment, restore their 

livelihoods and reboot the state’s economy. 
• CDC recommends wearing cloth face coverings in public settings.  
• Stay away from people who are sick and stay home when you are sick. Wash your hands often with soap 

and water (or alcohol-based hand rub) for at least 20 seconds, especially after coughing or sneezing. 
 

 

Recent Guidance from CDC 
• New: 8 Things to Know about Vaccine Planning | Ensuring the Safety of COVID-19 Vaccines in the United States | 

Frequently Asked Questions about COVID-19 Vaccination | 10 Things Healthcare Professionals Need to Know about 
U.S. COVID-19 Vaccination Plans | Guidance for SARS-CoV-2 Point-of-Care Testing 

• Updated: CDC COVID Data Tracker | COVID-19 Forecasts: Hospitalizations | COVID-19 Forecasts: Deaths | Staffing 
Resources | Information for Clinicians on Investigational Therapeutics for Patients with COVID-19 | Previous U.S. 
COVID-19 Case Data | Previous COVID-19 Forecasts: Hospitalizations | Crew Disembarkations through Commercial 
Travel | Sharing and Shifting Tasks to Maintain Essential Healthcare During COVID-19 in Low Resource, non-US 
settings | Holiday Celebrations 

https://www.tn.gov/health/cedep/ncov/data/county-data-snapshot.html
http://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/documents/cedep/novel-coronavirus/CriticalIndicatorReport.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/governor/news/2020/10/16/gov--lee-calls-for-temporary-suspension-of-accountability-measures-for-2020-2021-school-year.html
https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/tennessee-pledge.html
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/pub/execorders/exec-orders-lee63.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/pub/execorders/exec-orders-lee64.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/pub/execorders/exec-orders-lee60.pdf
https://districtinformation.tnedu.gov/covid-information/search/-1
https://www.tn.gov/health/cedep/ncov/data/hospitalization-data.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/cedep/ncov/remote-assessment-sites.html
https://www.tn.gov/behavioral-health/emotional-support
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/governorsoffice-documents/covid-19-assets/Pledge_General.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover.html
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/8-things.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5dECIgtc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5hXH_wZs$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5Q8Crr-w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/vaccination.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5FEs59S0$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/vaccination.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5FEs59S0$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/point-of-care-testing.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5zqol0gk$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/*cases_casesinlast7days__;Iw!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5SYbr5dw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/hospitalizations-forecasts.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5S4-vX0w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5R1mUTR0$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/open-america/staffing.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5HTCq4ps$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/open-america/staffing.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5HTCq4ps$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/therapeutic-options.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5lHr6j3s$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/previouscases.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5743ni9M$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/previouscases.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5743ni9M$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/forecasting-hospitalizations-previous.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5lw6Vazk$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/crew-disembarkations-commercial-travel.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5uMqtgHw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/crew-disembarkations-commercial-travel.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5uMqtgHw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/global-covid-19/task-sharing.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5VejYjUs$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/global-covid-19/task-sharing.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp5VejYjUs$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html__;!!PRtDf9A!-ztALIUwNEIkz7G-IM0aUDH8JK6MIBD5cdQ8m0feuUZ0yeCfXvnb2ewNp5MLaDp57Kwvycg$

