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STATE OF TENNESSEE

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
REQUEST FOR APPLICATION
FOR
STILLBIRTH FUNERAL ASSISTANCE
RFA # 34347-39927
I.   
Introduction:



The Department of Health (TDH) is seeking one to three Tennessee-based nonprofit organizations to administer a statewide Stillbirth Funeral Assistance Program using state appropriations for State Fiscal Year 2027.  
The purpose of the program is to provide financial assistance to eligible Tennessee families for funeral expenses associated with a stillbirth. Assistance may include burial expenses, including a grave marker, or cremation expenses, including a cremation container. Financial assistance shall be paid directly to the funeral provider and not to the family upon presentation of a current outstanding invoice. No reimbursement shall be provided for expenses incurred or paid prior to the effective dates established by the State.
For the purpose of this program, a stillbirth is defined as a fetal death occurring at twenty (20) weeks gestation or greater or with a fetal weight of three hundred fifty (350) grams or more. Eligible families must be residents of Tennessee. Eligible stillbirths must occur between December 15, 2026, and June 30, 2027.

The selected applicant(s) will be responsible for developing and administering an application process, determining eligibility, maintaining supporting documentation, coordinating payments to funeral providers, maintaining financial records, and providing required reports to TDH.
Applicants shall provide their proposed approach to include the following:
1. Conducting outreach and making information about the program available to eligible families and referral sources throughout Tennessee;

2. Developing and implementing an application and eligibility determination process;

3. Verifying Tennessee residency and all other eligibility requirements established by the State;

4. Collecting, maintaining, and safeguarding documentation necessary to support eligibility determinations and program participation;

5. Administering the program in compliance with all federal and state laws, regulations, policies, and requirements governing the expenditure of state funds;

6. Coordinating payment directly with funeral homes, crematories, cemeteries, and other funeral service providers;

7. Maintaining records and internal controls to ensure appropriate use of grant funds;

8. Tracking expenditures and monitoring available funding throughout the grant period;

9. Providing monthly invoicing and program reports to TDH; and

10. Ensuring equitable access to services for eligible families across Tennessee.
The maximum amount of assistance available per eligible stillbirth shall be $2500.00 for burial services and $1000.00 for cremation services. Applicants should describe how they will manage available funds to maximize assistance to eligible families while maintaining fiscal accountability. Applicants may budget up to 10% of the total amount available for administrative costs.
All expenditures under the resulting grant contract must occur between December 15, 2026, and June 30, 2027. No funds may be expended after June 30, 2027. The selected applicant must demonstrate the organizational capacity, financial management systems, and experience necessary to administer a statewide assistance program and comply with all applicable State reporting, recordkeeping, eligibility verification, and audit requirements. 

The State is seeking applications to provide the services outlined in this RFA. The State will offer up to three (3) grants for a total of $ 500,000.00. The project period is expected to begin on December 15, 2026, and will last until June 30, 2027. At this time, no additional funding is expected beyond the stated project period.  
II.   
APPLICATIONS:

To respond to this Request for Application, please complete the Application and Competitive Requirements.  The Application contains detailed questions about your organization’s background and the specifics of your proposed project.
Attachment 2 is the Grant Budget.  This section shall contain all information relating to cost, based on a line-item budget.  Complete the Grant Budget form and the attached Line-Item Details form.  A description of how dollars will be used must be provided for each line item completed with a superscript 2 on the end, as applicable for the Budget form.
Note:  Each expense object line-item is defined by the U.S. OMB’s Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards, Subpart E Cost Principles (posted on the Internet at: 
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-E) 
and CPO Policy 2013-007 (posted online at https://www.tn.gov/generalservices/procurement/central-procurement-office--cpo-/library-.html).

Given the limited amount of available funding and the nature of these applications, priority will be given to applications that minimize indirect costs.
III.
Schedule of Events
The following is the anticipated schedule for awarding grants for the Still Birth Funeral Assistance.  The State reserves the right to adjust the schedule as it deems necessary.

	EVENT
	         TIME     (Central Time)                
	         DATE

(all dates are state business days)

	1. RFA Issued
	
	October 6, 2026

	2. Written “Questions & Comments” Deadline
	2:00 p.m.
	October 14, 2026

	3. State Response to Written “Questions & Comments” 
	
	October 19, 2026

	4. Deadline for Applications
	2:00 p.m.
	October 23, 2026

	5. Evaluation Notice Released 
	
	October 30, 2026

	6. Effective Start Date of Contract
	
	December 15, 2026


Questions and Answers:

All questions concerning this RFA must be presented to the Competitive Procurement Director shown in Section IV., in writing, on or before the Deadline for Written Questions and Comments as detailed above in the Schedule of Events.  Questions may be emailed to the Competitive Procurement Director.  The State’s responses will be emailed and posted as an Amendment to the following website:  https://www.tn.gov/health/procurement.html
Deadlines stated above are critical.  If documents are submitted late, they will be deemed to be late and cannot be accepted.  The clock-in time will be determined by the time of the online submission.  No other clock or watch will have any bearing on the time of application receipt.  

Each applicant shall assume the risk of the method of dispatching any communication or application to the State.  The State assumes no responsibility for delays or delivery failures resulting from the method of dispatch.
IV.  
Submission of APPLICATIONS:
Please submit the completed application with all attachments by online submission via the following link no later than the deadline specified in Section III, Schedule of Events in the form and detail specified in this RFA.  


Web Link:  https://www.tn.gov/health/procurement.html
The Competitive Procurement Director at the address shown is the sole point of contact for this competitive process.  
Jessica James
Competitive Procurement Director
Service Procurement Program
Division of Administrative Services

Andrew Johnson Tower, 6th Floor

710 James Robertson Parkway

Nashville, TN 37243

Phone: (615) 532-7560
Fax: (615) 741-3840

Email:  Competitive.Health@tn.gov
Checklist for Submission of Applications:

  Application (Attachment 1) 
  Competitive Requirements
  Excel Budget Form (Attachment 2)
V. 
Application Evaluation:

An evaluation committee made up of at least three (3) representatives of the Department of Health will be established to judge the merit of eligible applications.
A. The committee shall review applications on the basis of the information requested in the RFA.  Applications will be evaluated based on the following criteria:  
· Organization capacity, experience, and staff – 20 points

· Project Approach - 50 points

· Geographic area to cover - 20 points

· Contract Management - 5 points

· Timeline - 5 points

The committee will evaluate and recommend for selection to the Commissioner of the Department of Health, the applications which are most responsive to the State's needs.  

B.
Any application that is incomplete or contains significant inconsistencies or inaccuracies shall be rejected.  The State reserves the right to waive minor variances or reject any or all applications.  The State reserves the right to request clarifications from all applicants.
VI.
Sample Grant Contract:
Following the State’s evaluation, grant contracts will be prepared as shown in the Sample Grant Contract.  
It is imperative that each applicant review the entire Sample Contract with their legal counsel prior to submitting an application for a Stillbirth Funeral Assistance grant award and notify the State in advance if it cannot accept any terms or conditions.  Please submit any exceptions to contract language with the Application for Still Birth Funeral Assistance.  Taking any exceptions to State contract language may result in the Application being deemed non-responsive and rejected.  Any later requests for contract changes will not be considered.
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