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Board Minutes

Name of Board: Tennessee Board of Medical Examiners
Name of Meeting: Declaratory Order Hearing
Date of Meeting: Thursday, July 9, 2026 
Place:  Microsoft Teams – Virtual Meeting

Ahmad Nasrahhah, MD v. State of Tennessee Board of Medical Examiners  
Administrative Law Judge: Claudia Padfield 
Panelists: Deborah Christiansen, MD (Chair), Randall Pearson, MD, and Keith Anderson, MD
Counsel for State: Francine Baca-Chavez, Deputy General Counsel 
Counsel for Petitioner: Larry Cheng
A panel of the Board, chaired by Dr. Deborah Christiansen, heard the position of the Petitioner and the State and reviewed any evidence presented. After discussion and consideration, Dr. Pearson motioned, Dr. Anderson seconded, which was followed by an approval of the following Final Order with all findings of fact and conclusions of law considered and agreed upon.
Petitioner, Ahmad Nasrallah, M.D., is an international medical school graduate who has not submitted evidence of the satisfactory completion of a three-year U.S. ACGME accredited residency and is not currently certified by an American Board of Medical Specialties (“ABMS”) member board or eligible for board certification through the ABMS.
Petitioner attended Hashemite University School of Medicine in Zarqa, Jordan, where he obtained a medical degree in 2013. Upon graduating from medical school, Petitioner completed a one-year internship in 2014 with the Ministry of Health in Amman, Jordan, where he did rotations in internal medicine, general surgery, and pediatrics.
In 2014, Petitioner obtained a license to practice medicine in Jordan.
Once Petitioner became licensed to practice medicine in Jordan, Petitioner completed two years of training in internal medicine/oncology and surgical oncology at King Hussein Cancer Center in Amman, Jordan, where he acquired practical skills in surgical oncology, general surgery, and trauma surgery.
Subsequently, Petitioner completed a one-year transitional general surgery training that was required by the Ministry of Health prior to starting his residency.
Once Petitioner completed his one-year transitional training, he began a five-year general surgery residency with the Ministry of Health in Amman, Jordan. During his residency, Petitioner participated in a broad range of elective and emergency general surgical procedures, including appendectomies, cholecystectomies, hernia repairs and colorectal surgeries. Petitioner also gained extensive experience in trauma surgery, including pre-hospital care, acute management, and complex surgeries in the trauma bay. Petitioner also participated in rotations involving the subspecialties of vascular surgery, colorectal surgery, pediatric surgery, and surgical oncology.
After the completion of his five-year general surgery residency, in 2022, Petitioner became an Acute Burn and Reconstructive Surgery Fellow at the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, Texas. During this one-year fellowship, Petitioner specialized in the comprehensive management of acute burn injuries and the reconstruction of post-burn deformities.
His role involved both acute intervention and long-term reconstructive care.  
Petitioner’s responsibilities during this fellowship included: managing critical burn patients from initial assessment through stabilization, including fluid resuscitation, pain management, and infection control; performing a range of burn-specific surgeries, including escharotomy, fasciotomy, debridement, and both split-thickness and full-thickness skin grafting; collaborating with a multidisciplinary team, including dermatologist, physiotherapists, and occupational therapists, to optimize patient outcomes and rehabilitation plans; coordinating post-surgical care and long-term follow up for burn survivors, managing complications, and ensuring effective rehabilitation; writing book chapters that focused on improving burn care protocols and outcomes and contributing to educational initiatives through lectures and mentorship of junior trainees; participating in the emergency response to burn trauma, including managing mass casualty incidents and providing immediate care in a high-stakes environment. Petitioner completed this one-year fellowship in 2023.
After completing his fellowship in acute burn and reconstructive surgery, in 2023, Petitioner became an Abdominal Transplant Surgery Fellow at the University of Miami, Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami Florida. During his first two years of this fellowship, Petitioner received specialized training and participated in more than 100 liver transplants, 50 robotic donor nephrectomies, 200 kidney transplants, 20 pancreas transplants, 10 intestinal/multi-visceral transplants, and 70 multi-organ donor procurements with training in safe dissection, recovery, and preparation of abdominal organs from both donation after brain death and donation after circulatory death donors.   responsibilities included: participating in complex, abdominal transplant surgeries, including living-donor and deceased-donor liver, kidney, and pancreas transplants and intraoperative management; managing preoperative and postoperative care for transplant patients, including administering immune-suppressive drugs and long-term follow up transplants; participating in multidisciplinary teamwork, including transplant nephrologists, hepatologists, immunologists, anesthesiologists, and intensive care doctors; participating in professional organizations regarding organ procurement and preservation from living and cadaveric donors to optimize conditions of preservation and rapid organ transportation for transplantation; participating in case reports to improve transplant outcomes with a focus on immunosuppression protocols, organ rejection prevention, and optimization of transplant techniques; and providing training and mentorship to medical students, residents, and junior fellows.
Petitioner is currently in his third year of the Abdominal Transplant Surgery Fellowship at the University of Miami, Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami Florida, where he specializes in pediatric transplantation and advanced robotic transplant surgery.  Petitioner’s current responsibilities include multi-organ donor procurement, normothermic regional perfusion, and preparation of abdominal organs from both donation after brain death and donation after circulatory death donors; placement and management of liver and kidney grafts on perfusion pumps; participation in case reports and research projects focused on improving transplant outcomes; and training and mentorship of medical students, residents, and junior fellows. Petitioner is expected to finish this fellowship in August 2026.
Petitioner has passed all USMLE steps.
Petitioner currently holds a full and unrestricted medical license in Jordan. His medical license was first issued in 2014. Petitioner has had no disciplinary action taken against this license. Petitioner has been board certified by the Jordanian Board of General Surgery since 2022.
There is a significant need for a physician with Petitioner’s qualifications in Tennessee.
Petitioner has received a conditional offer of employment from UT Methodist to be a kidney transplant surgeon.
The petition for Declaratory Order, for this Petitioner and the relief requested therein was approved.
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