POSITION STATEMENT 
TENNESSEE BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINERS


IMPLANTATION OF ELECTRONIC IDENTIFICATION DEVICE


	The Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners hereby adopts the following American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) position concerning microchip identification of companion animals and equids, as amended: 
“The AVMA endorses the implantation of electronic identification in companion animals and equids and supports standardization in materials, procedures, equipment, and registries. Veterinary healthcare teams are thereby encouraged to recommend the implantation of electronic identification of animals to their clients.

The objectives of an effective system of electronic identification of animals are to: 
1. Accurately identify animals to aid in reuniting animals with their owners 
2. Accurately identify animals for regulatory purposes
a. Travel (international and domestic)
b. Certificates of inspection
c. Identification of specific animals such as breeding animals, competition animals, animals  where legislation mandates permanent identification
3. Accurately identify animals prior to providing medical or surgical treatment or euthanasia”  
The Board maintains that the best practice is for implantation of microchips to be performed by a licensed veterinarian or under the responsible supervision of a licensed veterinarian to ensure precise placement and prevent complications. However, the Board acknowledges that employees, agents, or contractors of a public or private animal shelter, a humane organization, or an animal control agency may implant dogs and cats legally owned by said entity with radio frequency identification microchips as part of their work.

Approved by the Tennessee Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners on August 21, 2026.  

