Eligibility Requirements for the Counseling Compact

To be eligible to apply for a privilege to practice in another member state under the Counseling Compact, you must meet the following requirements:

1. Be a resident of Tennessee;
2. Hold an "Active" Tennessee license as a Licensed Professional Counselor with Mental Health Service Provider designation;
3. No formal disciplinary action taken against your license by the Board within the past two years;
4. Complete a criminal background check if your Tennessee license was initially issued on or before October 31, 2007.
5. Must have completed a 60-semester hour qualifying master’s degree or obtained your LPC/MHSP prior to January 1, 2023. Licensees who obtained their LPC/MHSP through reciprocity on or after this date and have less than 60-semester hours will not be compact eligible in Tennessee.

Steps to Apply for a Compact Privilege in another State (TN is your Home State)
1. Complete the required criminal background check if you were initially licensed on or before October 31, 2007.  Click the following link and select “Criminal Background Checks” on the left menu bar, to access the instructions. Your OCA# is 3166.
Criminal Background Check Instructions Link 
2. E-mail the Board at Unit1HRB.Health@tn.gov once you have completed your criminal background check; once our office is in receipt of the results of your criminal background check, we will modify your status to compact eligible and notify you via email.
3. Go to Compact Connect to setup your account and apply for a privilege in other state(s). Compact Connect Registration
· Note: you should wait one to two business days for the compact system to receive the updated information regarding your recent eligibility change.
· You can apply for a privilege to practice in member states that have onboarded with the Counseling Compact Commission. 
4. As of September 1, 2026, Tennessee licensees will only be able to apply for privileges in Arizona, Arkansas, Louisiana, Georgia, Minnesota, Indiana, and Ohio.  The Counseling Compact Commission will continue to onboard more member states.  The Tennessee Board does not have information about the status of other member states completing their onboarding.  Information about the status of other member states is accessible from the Counseling Compact Commission's website at: Compact Privilege to Practice Status - Update.
5. If you experience any issue with your registration or compact eligibility status after logging in to Compact Connect, you must contact the Tennessee Board's Compact Administrator at: Unit1HRB.Health@tn.gov.

Steps to Apply for a Compact Privilege in Tennessee
1. Complete the Tennessee Jurisprudence Examination and send the examination results to our office via email at Unit1HRB.Health@tn.gov. 

2. After receiving notification that you passed the Tennessee jurisprudence, go to Compact Connect to setup your account and apply for your privilege in Tennessee: Compact Connect Registration. If you experience any issue with your registration or compact eligibility status after logging in to Compact Connect, you must contact your Home State Board Office.

3. After Tennessee is notified of your new Compact Privilege in Tennessee, you will be contacted via email to submit the Mandatory Practitioner Profile and the TN Jurisprudence (if not already submitted). The Practitioner Profile should be filled out entirely and emailed to us at Unit1HRB.Health@tn.gov. 

Frequently Asked Questions
1. How much does it cost to apply for a compact privilege?
The cost to apply for a privilege will vary by state.  The Counseling Compact Commission's fee is $30 per compact privilege, and each state may assess their own compact fee that will be added to the Commission's fee.  Fees will be available on the Compact Connect dashboard when applications open.
 
2. I plan to practice in more than one state under a compact privilege.  Will I have to apply for a privilege for each state?
Yes, you must apply for a privilege for each state you intend to practice under a compact privilege.  You will see a summary of all applicable fees on the Compact Connect dashboard.
 
3. Why can't I apply for a compact privilege from my Tennessee LARS account?
Tennessee does not process the compact applications.  The Counseling Compact Commission has a dedicated and secure application platform called "Compact Connect."  You must register for your account with Compact Connect and apply for a privilege in Compact Connect. Compact Connect Registration
 
4. When does my compact privilege expire?  How do I renew it?
Your compact privilege will expire at the same time your home state license expires.  For Tennessee licensees, your license expires on the last day of your birth month and in an even or odd year (whichever matches your birth year). Your Tennessee renewal certificate captures your licensure expiration date. You will receive a renewal notification from Compact Connect with information about renewing your privilege(s), as well as applicable fees.  It is important to remember that you must renew your Tennessee board license on-time every two years, in order to be eligible to renew your privilege to practice in other states under the compact.  If you let your Tennessee license expire, your compact privilege(s) will automatically expire as well.

5. Am I required to do Continuing Education hours from my Tennessee Compact Privilege?
No. You must maintain compliance with the continuing education requirements of your Home State.

6. I already have a Tennessee single state license, but I want to convert it to a Tennessee compact privilege. What do I do?
Apply for a Compact Privilege in Tennessee through Compact Connect. Upon notification that you obtained the privilege; we will e-mail you to determine if you wish to voluntarily retire your single state license. 

7. Where can I find more FAQs about the Counseling Compact?
Additional FAQs can be found on the Counseling Compact Commission's website at: Compact FAQs
 
8. I have additional questions about the Compact. Who should I contact at the Board?
If you have additional questions, contact the Board's office at (615) 741-5735 or via e-mail at: Unit1HRB.Health@tn.gov to the attention of  the “Compact Administrator”.  
 
