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Tennessee Board of Osteopathic Examination
Regular Board Meeting 

Wednesday May 6, 2026


MINUTES


The regular board meeting of the Tennessee Board of Osteopathic Examination was called to order at
9:00 a.m. in the Poplar Room, Ground Floor, Metro Center Complex, 665 Mainstream Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37243 by Dr. Michael Wieting, Board President.  
	
Board members present: 		Michael Wieting, D.O. President 
						Shant Garabedian, D.O. Vice President
Penny Judd, Secretary
Jan Zieren, DO			
Otis Rickman, D.O. 				 
			


Staff present:				Michael Varnell, Office of General Counsel
Stacy Tarr, Executive Director
[bookmark: _Hlk147758072]Brandi Allocco, Administrative Director
R. Brock Mann, Board Administrator
Kavita Vankineni, MD, Medical Consultant


Dr. Wieting called the meeting to order at 9:00 am

 ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Dr. Wieting opened the floor to nominations for the Office of Board President. Dr. Zieren nominated Dr. Wieting Dr. Rickman seconded. Ms. Judd requested the voting to be done via paper ballots and nominated Dr. Garabedian. The Board Members cast votes and the votes were tallied. Dr. Wieting held the majority of votes and retained the Office of Board president. Dr. Zieren nominated Dr. Garabedian for the Office of Vice President. Dr. Wieting seconded and the motion passed. Dr. Garabedian nominated Ms. Judd for the Office of Board Secretary. Dr. Wieting seconded and the motion passed. 


APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The Board was presented a copy of the minutes from the March 4, 2026 meeting. Ms. Brandi Allocco explained to the Board a last-minute addition had been made regarding a contested case hearing to clarify the outcome did not lead to a disciplinary action by the Board. Dr. Garabedian motioned to approve the minutes as amended. Dr. Rickman seconded and the motion passed.  

OFFICE OF INVESTIGATIONS REPORT 
Ms. Barbara Smith was present with a new employee from the Office of Investigations to give the report. 
Ms. Smith reported for YTD 2026, there were 38 new complaints opened and 29 were closed for the following reasons: 14 closed for insufficient evidence, 4 referred to the Office of General Counsel, 10 closed with no action, 0  closed with a letter of concern, and 1 closed with a letter of warning. 
There were no new complaints opened for Osteopathic X-Ray operators, DO Office based surgery, or DO special training. 
Ms. Judd asked if out of state complaints came from the IMLCC (Compact) Ms. Smith explained those complaints came from other State Licensure Boards rather than the Compact. With no further questions, Ms. Smith concluded her report. 


REPORT FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 
Ms. Brandi Allocco was present to give the Administrative Office report. 
The activities that have transpired in the administrative office between March 1, 2026 and April 30, 2026 concerning Osteopathic Physicians are as follows: 
New Applications Received: 
• Osteopathic Physician: 147 
• Locum Tenens: 0 
• Telemedicine: 0 
• Special Training: 1 
New DOX Applications Received: 0 
Total New Licenses Issued 
• Osteopathic Physician: 59 
• Telemedicine: 0 
• Locum Tenens: 0 
• Special Training: 1 
• DOX: 0 
• Compact: 52 
Total Number of Reinstatement: 6 
Total Number of Renewals: 221 
Online 205 – 93% 
Total number of active licensees as of April 30, 2026: 
Osteopathic Physicians 3,900 
Osteopathic Physicians with a Tennessee mailing address 1,953 
Special Training 15 
Telemedicine 24 
Osteopathic X-Ray Operators 4 
Professional Midwives 112 

REPORT FROM THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL 
Michael Varnell was present to give the report. 
Mr. Varnell began his report by reviewing the Board Conflict of Interest Policy. 
Rule Projects: Mr. Varnell informed the Board there were currently three ongoing rule projects:
 Project # 25-0326. This project contains the BOE retrospective review changes pursuant to Public Chapter 328. This is currently going through the Department’s internal review process. 
Project # 25-0324. This project contains the retrospective review changes for BOE rules on X-Ray operators. This is currently going through the Department’s internal review process. 
Project # 25-0669. This project contains the office-based surgery rule revisions. This is currently going through the Department’s internal review process.. 
Litigation- Mr. Varnell informed the Board there were initially two contested cases scheduled for this meeting, but both had been continued. 
Discipline: 
The total number of Osteopathic Physicians being monitored for discipline is 8. 
The total number on reprimand is 1. 
The total number on probation is 5. 
The total number on suspension is 1. 
The total number that has had their license revoked or surrendered is 2. 
The total number of Osteopathic X-Ray Technicians being monitored is 0. 

Dr. Rickman noted the two revoked or suspended licenses and stated he did not recall those matters coming before the Board. Dr. Vankineni explained these were licenses held by Compact Members who had disciplinary actions in other states and were automatically suspended per the Compact Rules. 

CONSENT ORDER 
A representative from the Office of General Counsel, presented a consent order for Dr. Thierry Jacquemin, DO # 4782. Dr. Jacquemin’s Kentucky license was reprimanded for failing to register with the Kentucky all schedule prescription reporting system. The terms of the consent order would reprimand Dr. Jacquemin’s license, and he would pay case-related costs not to exceed $1000. The order will be reported to the National Practitioners Database. Dr. Garabedian made a motion to ratify the order. Dr. Zieren seconded and the motion passed. 

RATIFICATION OF NEW LICENSES 
Dr. Garabedian made a motion to ratify licenses and reinstatements previously approved by the Board Consultant. Ms. Judd seconded and the motion passed. 

UPDATE FROM 2026 FSMB ANNUAL MEETING 
Dr, Wieting stated many sessions at the annual meeting centered around AI and its applications in Medicine. Other sessions discussed building productive relationships between Medical Boards and state Legislators, reducing occurrences sexual misconduct through proactive trainings, and oversight challenges related to medical spas and psychedelic therapies. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES TO CONTINUING EDUCATION AUDIT PROCESS
Ms. Tarr gave a brief overview of the audit process and noted that moving forward, all audits would be completed through CE Broker. Licensees who are selected for audit will upload their continuing education to CE Broker and staff would review the uploaded documentation for compliance. Dr. Rickman asked if all licensees would be required to use CE Broker for each renewal, Ms. Tarr confirmed it was only required to those selected for an audit and remained optional for unaudited renewals. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comments 


Meeting adjourned at 10:15 am.
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