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2026 Legislative Wrap
Pub. Ch. 535
As enacted, extends the board of veterinary medical examiners to June 30, 2031.

Pub. Ch. 537
As enacted, extends the state Alzheimer's disease and related dementia advisory council to June 30, 2031.

Pub. Ch. 538
As enacted, extends the Tennessee child fatality prevention team to June 30, 2031.

Pub. Ch. 554
As enacted, extends the board of examiners in psychology to June 30, 2031.

Pub. Ch. 555
As enacted, extends the board of social worker licensure to June 30, 2031.

Pub. Ch. 563
As enacted, extends the Interstate Medical Licensure Compact to June 30, 2034.

Pub. Ch. 566
As enacted, extends the professional art therapist advisory committee of the board of examiners in psychology to June 30, 2031.

Pub. Ch. 598
As enacted, requires each LEA and public charter school to administer the Presidential Fitness Test to students to assess their strength, endurance, and flexibility. 

Pub. Ch. 620 
As enacted, requires a local governing body subject to the open meetings laws to reserve a period of public comment to provide the public with the opportunity to comment on any matter germane to the jurisdiction of the governing body, regardless of whether the matter is listed on the agenda for the meeting.

Pub. Ch. 633
As introduced, extends the Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology Interstate Compact to June 30, 2034.

Pub. Ch. 634
As introduced, extends the board of chiropractic examiners to June 30, 2031.

Pub. Ch. 635
As introduced, extends the board of communications disorders and sciences to June 30, 2031.

Pub. Ch. 636
As introduced, extends the board of dentistry to June 30, 2031.

Pub. Ch. 637
As introduced, extends the board of dispensing opticians to June 30, 2031.

Pub. Ch. 638
As introduced, extends the board of optometry to June 30, 2031.

Pub. Ch. 639
As introduced, extends the board of podiatric medical examiners to June 30, 2031.

Pub. Ch. 640
As introduced, extends the committee for clinical perfusionists to June 30, 2031.

Pub. Ch. 643
As introduced, extends the Occupational Therapy Licensure Compact to June 30, 2034.

Pub. Ch. 647
As introduced, prohibits a person from developing or deploying an artificial intelligence system that advertises or represents to the public that such system is or is able to act as a qualified mental health professional.

Pub. Ch. 884
As introduced, expands the scope of practice for athletic trainers by authorizing them to treat conditions that limit or prevent a person’s participation in certain physical activities rather than just treating injuries that limit or prevent such participation.

Pub. Ch. 714
As introduced, redefines the practice of optometry, which includes permitting an optometrist to perform a board-approved surgical procedure for the correction and relief of an ocular abnormality, except for certain listed procedures

Pub. Ch. 977
As introduced, enacts the "Respiratory Care Interstate Compact Act." 

Pub. Ch. 1002
As introduced, enacts the "Dietetics and Nutrition Practice Act," which rewrites the requirements for licensure for the practice of dietetics and nutrition and makes other related changes

Pub. Ch. 675
As introduced, changes the scope of practice of a podiatrist from a person who examines, diagnoses, or treats, in addition to the ailments of the human foot and ankle, the soft tissue of the lower leg distal to the tibial tuberosity

Pub. Ch. 813
As introduced, revises various provisions regarding medication aides, including allowing for a student in good standing enrolled in an approved school of nursing to be eligible to receive a medication aide certificate

Pub. Ch. 713
As introduced enacts the "Tennessee K-9 Emergency Medical Care and Transport Act." Allows emergency medical services personnel to transport and provide emergency care to a canine first responder.

Pub. Ch. 900
As introduced, requires the board of medical examiners to issue a provisional foreign training license of two years, which may be extended for an additional one year, to an internationally trained physician 

Pub. Ch. 848
As introduced, enacts the "Tennessee Nursing Education Integrity and Oversight Act." This bill creates a temporary moratorium on the acceptance and approval of applications by the board of nursing ("board") from nursing education programs located outside this state that seek approval from the board to operate, enroll students, or place students for clinical experiences within this state. 

Pub. Ch. 861
As introduced, requires the department of health to make available to the public on its website all inspection criteria required for compliance by pain management clinics; makes other changes relative to pain management.

Pub. Ch. 883
As introduced, clarifies that a child's parent, legal guardian, or legal custodian may access and review all health and medical records of the child, including those records related to treatments available to unemancipated minors without parental consent; allows an employee of a local education agency to provide bandages, gauze, or ice packs for the treatment of minor cuts, scrapes, bumps, and bruises

Pub. Ch. 932
As introduced, requires gender clinics accepting funds from this state to perform gender transition procedures to also perform detransition procedures; requires insurance entities providing coverage of gender transition procedures to also cover detransition procedures; requires certain gender clinics and insurance entities to report information regarding detransition procedures to the department of health.

Pub. Ch. 817
As introduced, clarifies that one of the persons appointed to the medical cannabis commission by the speaker of the senate must be a specialist in the area of substance abuse prevention; requires the speaker to select the member from a list of three names submitted by the Prevention Alliance of Tennessee, with the member to be appointed by the speaker 

Pub. Ch. 1107
Authorizes a dental hygienist working under the direct supervision of a dentist to complete diagnostic radiographs; assess and record existing hard and soft tissue data; perform prophylaxis on new or existing patients; and apply fluoride agents.  The dental hygienist may take such actions prior to a dentist seeing a new patient. For existing patients, a dental hygienist may perform such actions under the general supervision of a dentist. 

Pub. Ch. 754
As introduced, removes certain listed nonprofits from the definition of food service establishment without regard to whether volunteer personnel for such listed nonprofits prepared, served, transported, or stored the food on consecutive or nonconsecutive days

Pub. Ch. 737
As introduced, changes references to marital and family therapists to marriage and family therapists throughout the code, and makes other changes relative to marriage and family therapists

Pub. Ch. 1139
As introduced, creates a certification requirement to practice in assisted reproductive technology; requires the department of health to create a certification process for fertility clinics and makes other related changes

Pub. Ch. 955
As introduced, specifies in various provisions that for a person to be eligible for a particular license, certificate, permit, or authorization, the person must be a citizen of the United States or a qualified alien. 

Pub. Ch. 1111
As introduced, enacts the "Freedom, Access, and Integrity in Registered Pharmacy (FAIR Rx) Act." Prohibits a person or entity from directly or indirectly owning, operating, controlling, or directing the operation of, the whole or part of any pharmacy and either a health insurance issuer or a pharmacy benefits manager.  Such prohibition takes effect on January 1, 2028, and applies when the percentage of ownership interest held by a person, entity, or affiliate is greater than 5%.

Pub. Ch. 1080
As introduced, prohibits hospital emergency departments from denying an appropriate medical screening examination to a pregnant woman who presents at the emergency department reporting to be in active labor or experiencing an emergency medical condition; prohibits transferring the pregnant woman unless her condition has been stabilized; requires that a transfer be under certain conditions and only upon the recommendation of an examining physician or qualified medical professional.

Pub. Ch. 748
As introduced, prohibits a healthcare provider from asking certain listed gender-related questions to a minor unless a parent is physically present and fully informed and provides written consent to such questions and the questions are directly related to the diagnosis or treatment of a specific medical or psychological condition currently being evaluated; makes other related changes

Pub. Ch. 728
As introduced, requires the commissioner of health to use existing resources to conduct a study of neighboring states to examine the varying levels of practice independence that may or may not be granted to certified nurse midwives in such states; requires the commissioner to compile the findings of the study and any recommendations in a report and transmit the report to the general assembly no later than December 31, 2026

Pub. Ch. 666
As introduced, authorizes a surviving parent, in addition to another next of kin, to formally disagree with the county medical examiner's determination that the manner of death for the parent's child was suicide and request reconsideration from the state chief medical examiner; allows the other parent of a child of the decedent to request a copy of the decedent's death certificate if the child is under 18 years of age

Pub. Ch. 965
As introduced allows a paramedic may make an actual determination and pronouncement of death if the paramedic has successfully completed training in the determination and pronouncement of death

Pub. Ch. 677
As enacted, adds that a healthcare provider who subcontracts through the contracted healthcare vendor with the department of correction may prescribe a buprenorphine product for the treatment of opioid use disorder if other certain listed criteria are met.

Pub. Ch. 697
As introduced, adds clinical informatics, lifestyle medicine, and medical virtualist to the list of words or abbreviations that a person may attach to a name to indicate or induce another person to believe that the person is engaged in the practice of medicine or osteopathic medicine.

Pub. Ch. 755
As introduced, allows a physician assistant to delegate medication administration to a certified medical assistant; adds categories of medications to the list of medications that a certified medical assistant is authorized to administer or prepare, and makes other related changes.

Pub. Ch. 773
As introduced, directs the department of health to test for the presence of sickle cell trait in each newborn and, if the test results are positive for sickle cell trait, to notify the parent or legal guardian of the newborn tested as soon as practicable.

Pub. Ch. 794
As introduced, creates a civil cause of action against a healthcare professional by a person who suffered an injury that resulted from certain medical procedures if the reason the person, or the person's parent, guardian, or legal representative, consented to the medical procedure was due in whole or in part to coercion by the healthcare professional.

Pub. Ch. 796
As introduced, removes requirement that persons seeking licensure as speech language pathologists be members of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.

Pub. Ch. 800
As introduced, authorizes the department to establish and administer an early childhood mental health home visiting program as a voluntary, evidence-based and home-based intervention to promote the mental health, developmental progress, and family stability of children from birth to five years of age and their families.

Pub. Ch. 813
As introduced, revises various provisions regarding medication aides, including allowing for a student in good standing enrolled in an approved school of nursing to be eligible to receive a medication aide certificate.

Pub. Ch. 935
This bill prohibits a physician or podiatrist from prescribing, dispensing, or administering medication for, or otherwise treating, the physician's or podiatrist's own self or immediate family, except in minor, self-limited, short-term, or urgent, emergency situations.  However, a physician may prescribe, dispense, or administer medication for, or otherwise treat, immediate family within the physician's regular scope of practice if there is no other physician offering healthcare services at a location within 30 miles of the physician's primary practice site.

Pub. Ch. 1016
As introduced, establishes requirements for the retrieval, manufacture, storage, and use of stem cells used for stem cell therapy. - Amends TCA Title 63 and Title 68.

Pub. Ch. 1041
CORE ACT (DOH’s Admin Bill) – Cleans up various reporting requirements, modifies the definition of palliative care, gives the commissioner of the department emergency rulemaking authority under certain circumstances, and adds psychologists to the list of professionals that must complete board-approved suicide training every four years. 

Pub. Ch. 857
As introduced, requires at least one hour of the board of medical examiners' required continuing education hours to be completed on topics related to nutrition; requires the same of the board of osteopathic examination.

Pub. Ch. 887

As introduced, removes acute care hospitals from the requirement of obtaining a certificate of need beginning July 1, 2028.

Pub. Ch. 897

As enacted, requires a law enforcement officer to cause to be administered by a qualified practitioner at a hospital a blood or urine test on a person for the presence of a psychotropic drug if such officer has probable cause to believe that the person committed a mass shooting; directs the health science center to study the drug interactions between any drugs found in the person's blood or urine.

Pub. Ch. 904

As enacted, provides that any certificate of public advantage in effect on June 30, 2028, automatically expires but any pricing restrictions in a certificate of advantage remain in effect until the fifth anniversary of the expiration date or the date that a new inpatient acute care hospital opens in the geographic service area, whichever is earlier; requires the attorney general to supervise any pricing restrictions still in effect, and the pricing restrictions may only be modified by the mutual written agreement of the attorney general and the entity subject to the restrictions; makes related changes.

Pub. Ch. 922

As introduced, lowers the age of an inpatient from 65 to 50 or older when a hospital, each year from October 1 through March 1, must offer immunization against influenza disease prior to discharge; requires a hospital to offer immunization against pneumococcal disease to an inpatient aged 50 or older prior to discharge.

Pub. Ch. 947

As introduced, expands the prescribed forms of epinephrine that an LEA or nonpublic school is authorized to administer when a student is believed to be experiencing a life-threatening allergic or anaphylactic reaction to any prescribed form of epinephrine, not just epinephrine auto-injectors.

Pub. Ch. 1106

As introduced, adds local governments to the entities that must verify that each applicant for public benefits is a United States citizen or lawfully present in the United States; authorizes the attorney general and reporter to investigate violations of requirements for verification of citizenship or presence for public benefits; requires certain reporting related to such verification for benefits.

Pub. Ch. 827

As enacted, authorizes, effective January 1, 2027, temporary placards to be issued to a female who has a pregnancy certified to be high risk by her physician.

Pub. Ch. 940

The bill creates the Caring for Caregivers Act, establishing a pilot grant program administered by the Department of Disability and Aging through December 31, 2027, to provide grants of up to $6,000 to eligible family caregivers to help cover qualifying caregiving expenses for family members with significant care needs." 

Pub. Ch. 1019

As introduced, specifies that a good faith disclosure of information related to an activity of a quality improvement committee (QIC) made by a healthcare provider or healthcare organization to a patient or a family member of a patient is not a waiver of the privilege and confidentiality protections provider under current law and makes other related changes.

Pub. Ch. 1008

Provides that if no objection is filed by the commissioner of mental health and substance abuse services and the commissioner of health for a substance that is approved by the FDA and designated or scheduled under federal law by a final order published in the Federal Register, then the substance is considered to be in the same schedule as such substance is designated or scheduled under the federal schedule of controlled substances after the expiration of 30 days from the date of publication of the final order.  Any such designation or scheduling is effective immediately after the expiration of 30 days from the date of publication of the final order and is not contingent on the annual revision and republishing of schedules pursuant to present law.

Pub. Ch. 880

As introduced, increases the amount of products containing ephedrine or pseudoephedrine a person may purchase in a one-year period from 43.2 grams to 61.2 grams; changes references to the "National Precursor Log Exchange" to the "electronic sales tracking system"; requires any manufacturer of an ephedrine or pseudoephedrine product that is sold in or into this state to, on a monthly basis, pay fees to the administrator of the electronic sales tracking system.

Pub. Ch. 923

As introduced, requires certain insurers to reimburse chiropractic physicians at the same rate as physicians for the same services.

Pub. Ch. 779

As enacted, allows for eligible employees to be absent 4 weeks from work following a living organ donation surgery; requires the department of health to create living organ donor informational material and make such material available on the department's website.

Pub. Ch. 789

As enacted, clarifies that if marijuana is rescheduled or deleted as a controlled substance under federal law, the commissioner is prohibited from rescheduling or deleting marijuana under state law, unless the general assembly has established a regulatory framework for marijuana and authorized the commissioner to reschedule or delete marijuana as a controlled substance.

Pub. Ch. 1081

As introduced, enacts the "Military Families Licensing Recognition Act." The bill requires Tennessee licensing authorities to comply with applicable federal law recognizing occupational licenses held by eligible active-duty servicemembers and their spouses who relocate to Tennessee under military orders or relocate to a contiguous state and seek employment in Tennessee. It updates statutory definitions to conform to federal law, clarifies that the act does not affect other licensure pathways or interstate licensure compacts, and requires licensing authorities to notify applicants of the availability of military license recognition.

Pub. Ch. 994

As introduced, enacts the "Regulatory Freedom Act of 2026." This legislation requires agencies whose rules must be approved by the general assembly to prominently publish the new or amended rule on its home page during the 45-day period prior to the public hearing. Additionally requires a good faith effort to notify each trade association or organization known to represent the regulated community that may be fiscally impacted by a new or amended rule. 
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