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Name of Board: Advisory Committee for Acupuncture
Date of Meeting: Thursday, February 12, 2026
Time: 9:00 AM, Central
Place: Tennessee Office of Health Professional Boards
665 Mainstream Drive
Nashville, TN 37243
Iris Room
Members Present
· Bruce Roff-Acupuncturist 
· Karmen Gossett- Acupuncturist
· Alexa Husley- Acupuncturist

Members Absent
No absence. 
Staff Present
· Stacy Tarr, Executive Director
· Brandi Allocco, Administrative Director
· Michael Varnell, Office of General Counsel
· Dr. Kavita Vankineni- BME Staff Medical Consultant
· Milissia Davidson, Board Administrator

1. Call to Order
· Time: 9:02 AM CST
· Quorum: Confirmed Quorum

2. Election of Officers
a.  Chair: Alexa Husley nominated Bruce Roff to continue as Chair. Second by; Karmen Gossett. No objections, No abstentions. Mr. Roff accepts nominations and passes. 
b.  Co-Chair: Karmen Gossett nominates Alexa Husley as Co-Chair. Second by: Bruce Roff. No objection, No abstentions. Ms. Husley accepts nominations and passes on motion. 
3. Conduct Board Business
a.  Approve August 12, 2025, meeting minutes
i. After Review, Alexa Husley makes motion to approved meeting minutes. Seconded by Karmen Gossett. All in favor of approval. No objection or abstentions. Motion carried. 
b. Ratify files approved by the board consultant concerning new license and reinstatement
i. After Review of list; Bruce Roff makes a motion to approve ratification list. Seconded by Karmen Gossett. All in favor of approval. No objections or abstentions. Motion carried. 
c. Retrospective rule review (BME Rule Making Meeting is March 24, 2026)
Committee Attorney, Michael Varnell, explains rule meeting is March 24 @ 1:00 on Tuesday under BME meeting. Mr. Varnell suggests at least one of the committee members attend this meeting. To make sure all items are satisfied, the red line version is to review final changes, Mr. Varnell walks through each change and explains the rationale behind the changes. Mr. Varnell asks for roll call. Bruce Roff makes a motion to approve. Seconded by Alexa Husley accepts. Roll call called by Stacy Tarr. All members approved



4. Board Reports
· Office of Investigations Report
· Barbara Smith 2025:5 open 2 closed-1 No action-1letter- of the 5: 2026:1 complaint- for sexual misconduct
· Financial Report
· Financial- Matt McSpaden- July 1, 2025-Dec 2025- finishing up in red is up for self-sufficiency. Reserve balance is high. They continue to monitor and if continue to grow, there could be a motion for a fee reduction. Will continue to monitor through 2026. BR asks about past convo about fee reduction. AH confirms that those fees are in place.
· Administrative Office
· New applications received- 13. Total Licensed issued- 13; Total ADS- 5 and Reinstatements-6. Total Renewals 61 and 44 were online giving a 72% online renewal rate. As of January 31, 2026, Total Active license: Acupuncture: 278 and ADS 39.
· Office of General Council
· Michael Varnell begins with the conflict-of-interest statement and rulemaking hearing and at current no litigation currently. 1 Disciplinary outstanding and licensee has been reprimanded.
· Karmen Gossett asks about renewal questions relating to CME due to a 4-year CE cycle instead of 2 based upon updated Certification requirements.  Stacy Tarr advises that a rule making hearing will allow you to have a chance to make any inquiries about what applicants need to be informed. 
· Alexa Husley has a question about vacant seats. Stacy Tarr advises that the Governors office is working to fill vacant seats. 
· Karmen Gossett asks about nominations. – Stacy Tarr advises Ms. Gossett to send an email with recommendations, and she will advise that nominee on application process. 


5. Public Comment
No Comments Presented

6. Adjournment
· Motion to Adjourn: Karmen Gossett makes a motion to adjourn
· Second: Bruce Roff and all in favor.
· Adjourn: 9:28 AM CST
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