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Tennessee Board of Medical Examiners’ Committee on Acupuncturist
Regular Board Meeting February 10, 2025 MINUTES
The regular meeting of the Tennessee Board of Medical Examiners’ Committee on Acupuncturists (hereinafter, “the Committee”) was called to order at 10:00 a.m. in the Poplar Room, Ground Floor, Metro Center Complex, 665 Mainstream Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37243.
Members Present:	Bruce Roff, Acupuncturist Alexa Hulsey, Acupuncturist
Dr. Karmen Gossett, Acupuncturist


Staff Present:	Stacy Tarr, Executive Director
Brandi Allocco, Administrative Director Dexter Hawkins, Board Administrator Michael Varnell, Board Attorney
Dr. Kavita Vankineni, Board Consultant



Election Of Officers
Mrs. Gossett motioned to make Mr. Roff chair; Ms. Hulsey seconded the motion, and it passed. Mrs. Hulsey motioned to make Mrs. Gossett co-chair; Mr. Roff seconded the motion, and it passed. Approval of Minutes
Mr. Roff motioned to accept the meeting minutes from August 5, 2024. Mr. Hulsey seconded the motion, and it passed.
Departmental Reports
Office of Investigations Report
· Five (5) new open complaints

· Closed six (9) complaints
· Four (4) open complaints
Financial Report

1. Financial Report Overview

· The interim financial director is absent, but participants are encouraged to review the report, especially the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024/

2. Payroll Expenditures Inquiry

· Questions arose regarding the significant increase in payroll expenditures from 2023 to 2024. Possible factors discussed include:
· Salary adjustments
· Brief absence of a medical consultant
3. Expenditure Comparisons

· Concerns were raised about the lower payroll expenditures in 2023 compared to previous years.

4. Licensure Fee Reductions

· It was noted that reducing licensure fees may affect the reserve balance over time.
· A question was raised during a recent committee meeting about the possibility of issuing refunds for previously paid licensure fees.
· Action Item: Follow up with Assistant Commissioner, Ms. Jennifer Putnam, regarding the feasibility of issuing refunds.

5. Interim Financial Director Update

· The interim financial director was expected to attend but had to leave for another department.
· Action Item: Reach out to her for any highlights or important points to communicate regarding the financial report.

Administrative Report

Activities that have transpired between August 2024, and February 2025:
· New Applications Received - Acupuncture 7
· Total New Licenses Issued – Acupuncture 8
· Total New License Issued – ADS 5

· Total Number of Acupuncture Reinstatements: 3
· Total Number of ADS Reinstatements: 0
· Total Number of Renewals 47
· Total Number of Online Renewals 35 – 75%
· Total Number of Active Acupuncturists as of February 2025 is 266
· Total Number of Active ADS as of February 2025 is 43
Office Of General Counsel Report, presented by Mr. Michael Varnell

Conflict of Interest: Members are reminded to disclose any personal or financial interests that may suggest bias regarding matters before the Committee. This is essential for maintaining the integrity of the Board's duty to protect public health.

Rulemaking Projects:

1. OGC Project #19-0007: This project proposes a reduction in application and renewal fees and is currently under legal review by the Attorney General's Office.
2. OGC Project #24-0554: Approved in August 2024, this project involves retrospective review changes as per 2021 Public Chapter 328 and is undergoing internal review.

Litigation Status:

· Pending Discipline Monitoring: There are 2 Acupuncturists under monitoring for discipline; 1 is on reprimand, and 1 is on probation. No suspensions or license revocations have been reported.
· Appeals and Civil Suits: There are no ongoing appeals or civil suits at this time.
· Legislation: No new legislative matters have been reported.

Conduct New Business Ratification of Licenses
Ms. Gossett made the motion to approve all licenses. Mrs. Hulsey seconded the motion, and it passed.
PC924 Executive Session
The General Assembly passed Public Chapter 924, which will be codified as Tennessee Code Annotated 63-1-169. This legislation allows health-related boards to enter executive sessions for applicant interviews, specifically when an applicant has a history of substance use disorders or mental health issues.

Key Points:

· Purpose of Executive Session: The executive session is intended to gather information from applicants regarding their past substance abuse or mental health issues.
· Privacy of Sessions: Executive sessions are not public meetings under Tennessee Code Annotated 8-44-102. They do not require public notice and are private, attended only by board members, staff, attorneys, the respondent, and the respondent's attorney.
· Voting: No votes will occur during the executive session; all decisions will be made in the public meeting following the session.
· Timing and Recording: Executive sessions will typically take place about one hour before the regular meeting. An audio recording will be made, which will be confidential and not subject to public record, although it can be accessed by the applicant or their attorney if needed.
· Post-Session Protocol: Once the executive session concludes, the applicant cannot re-enter. If further discussion is needed in a future meeting, it may necessitate another executive session.
· Universal Application: The executive session guidelines will be promulgated under Rule 1200, applying to all health-related boards.

The purpose of this summary is to ensure that committee members are aware of the new guidelines regarding executive sessions, especially since they may not frequently deal with applicants who fall into this category. If any questions arise, further clarification can be provided by Ms. Tarr or other involved parties.


Practice of Acupuncture During CE Course for Out of State Licensees

The Tennessee Acupuncture Committee is seeking to enhance the acupuncture community by attracting out-of-state licensees to attend continuing education (CE) courses and conferences in Tennessee. A primary concern is ensuring that instructors can practice acupuncture during these courses without violating state laws.

Key Points Discussed:

· Scope of Practice: According to Tennessee Code Annotated 63-6-1001, the scope of practice for acupuncture is defined, with specific exemptions outlined in section 1002. Notably, students practicing under the supervision of a certified acupuncturist are exempt, but this does not apply to instructors who wish to perform acupuncture without certification in Tennessee.

· Instructor Certification Requirement: It was emphasized that if an out-of-state teacher wants to perform acupuncture in Tennessee, they must be certified in the state. This requirement applies to both the instructor and the students.

· Comparison with Other Professions: Committee members raised concerns about the differences in regulations among various medical professions, such as massage therapy

and chiropractic. They noted that other fields allow out-of-state instructors to demonstrate techniques without needing state certification. Investigating these practices may provide insight into potential changes for acupuncture regulations.

· Professional Growth and Public Benefit: There was a consensus that improving access to CE courses in Tennessee would benefit both the acupuncture profession and the public. It would allow for the recruitment of top-tier instructors, enhancing the quality of education for practitioners and ultimately benefiting Tennessee residents.

· Legislative Action: The committee discussed the possibility of the Tennessee Acupuncture Council lobbying for changes to the current statute to allow for greater flexibility in CE offerings.



Approval of Agreed Citations

· Brandy J Lynn, L.Ac #275

The committee reviewed an agreed citation for Brandy Lynn concerning her failure to properly maintain sufficient continuing education credits. Ms. Lynn was found to be deficient by eight hours and has incurred a fee of $160 for not completing her CE requirements. She has signed the agreed citation and has paid the associated fees.

Mrs. Hulsey made a motion to approve the citation, which was seconded by Mr. Roff. The motion passed.

· Li Zou, L.Ac #439

The committee discussed an agreed citation for Li Zou regarding her failure to maintain sufficient continuing education credits. Ms. Zou was found to be deficient by 24 hours and has incurred a fee of $200 for not completing her CE requirements. She has signed the agreed citation and has paid the associated fee.

Mr. Roff made a motion to approve the citation, which was seconded by Mrs. Hulsey. The motion passed.

· Shirin Sohrabi, L.Ac #95

The committee reviewed an agreed citation for Shirin Sohrabi concerning her failure to maintain sufficient continuing education credits. Ms. Sohrabi admitted to being deficient by 12 hours and has signed the citation. She has also paid the associated fees.

Mrs. Hulsey made a motion to approve the citation, which was seconded by Mr. Roff. The motion passed.

· Lauren Lyles, L.Ac #434

The committee reviewed an agreed citation for Lauren Lyles regarding her failure to timely renew her license. Ms. Lyles was found to be practicing under an expired license. The citation indicates a fee of $500, which corresponds to a five-month period of expiration at a rate of $100 per month.

Mrs. Hulsey made a motion to approve the citation, which was seconded by Mr. Roff. The motion is now for the committee's ratification.

Agreed Order(s)

· Ning Wang, L.Ac #194

The committee reviewed an agreed order for Ms. Ning Wang, whose license is currently on probation, effective August 15, 2022, and was set to expire on June 30 of the previous year.

In August 2022, a consent order was ratified by the committee, under which Ms. Wang was placed on probation for 12 months. She was required to complete continuing education hours and pay civil penalties. However, she failed to submit proof of completion and did not pay the civil penalties on time, despite multiple attempts by the department to correspond with her.

Notably, Ms. Wang conducted an acupuncture consultation on November 17, 2020. Reports from September to October 2023 indicated that she attempted to contact a patient, expressing personal feelings towards her. Subsequently, she was diagnosed with a disorder involving short-term memory loss and impaired judgment, leading to the appointment of a conservator, Leslie Wright, in February 2024.

Ms. Wang, through her conservator, has voluntarily surrendered her license, which is treated as a revocation. The terms for potential reinstatement include compliance with the original consent order and obtaining a neurological evaluation at Vanderbilt.

The order also stipulates that she must pay costs not to exceed $2,000 within 12 months. If ratified, this order will be reported to the National Practitioner Data Bank.

Mrs. Hulsey made a motion to ratify the order, which was seconded by Mr. Roff. The motion was unanimously approved by the board members.

· Candace V. Billings, L.Ac #236

Patria Morgan from the office of general counsel presented an agreed order concerning Candace
B. Billings. Ms. Billings' license is currently active, with an expiration date of August 31, 2026. However, her license expired on August 31, 2022, and was reinstated in February 2024.

The state contends that Ms. Billings practiced as an acupuncturist under a lab certificate for 17 months. While she acknowledges practicing under that certificate, she asserts that it was not for

the entire duration. To resolve the matter and avoid litigation costs, she agrees to the terms of the order.

The proposed disciplinary actions include:

· A reprimand of her license
· A civil penalty of $1,760
· Costs not to exceed $5,000 for prosecuting this case

If ratified, this order will be presented to the Board of Medical Examiners for their consideration in March and will be reported to the National Practitioner Data Bank.

Mrs. Hulsey made a motion to approve the order, which was seconded by Mr. Roff. The motion was unanimously ratified by the board members.


Public Comments

None

Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 10:50 am Central Standard Time
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