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Name of Board: TN Board of Optometry
Date of Meeting: July 8, 2026
Time: 9:00am CST
Place: Tennessee Office of Health Professional Boards
665 Mainstream Drive, Poplar Room
Nashville, TN 37243
Members Present
· Dr. Zachary McCarty, Vice Chair
· Dr. Linda Tharp, Secretary-Treasurer
· Dr. Thomas Cooper, Consumer Member
· Dr. James Venable, Chair
· Dr. Kenneth Young

Members Absent
· No absences
· Vacancy: One Optometrist Seat

Staff Present
· Kimberly Wallace, Regulatory Board Administrative Director
· Melinda Dutton, Regulatory Board Administrative Assistant
· Katherine Trawick, Associate General Counsel
· Aaron Fletcher, Associate General Counsel

Guests Present
· Jill Bryant, OD, MPH, NBEO Executive Director 
· Jamie Althoff, OD, NBEO Director of Part II PAM/TMOD and LSPE
· Brett Foley, PhD, NBEO Director of Psychometrics and Research

1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00am CST by Board Chair Dr. James Venable, with Dr. Zachary McCarty, Dr. Linda Tharp, Dr. Thomas Cooper, and Dr. Kenneth Young in attendance.  A quorum was present to conduct board business.

Administrative staff including Ms. Kimberly Wallace and Ms. Melinda Dutton, in addition to legal counsel, Ms. Katherine Trawick and Mr. Aaron Fletcher, were also present.  It was noted there is one vacancy on the Board.  New advisory attorney Mr. Aaron Fletcher was introduced.

Ms. Trawick reviewed the Conflict of Interest and Open Meetings Act statements with the Board.

2. Discuss and take action as necessary regarding legislation 
Mr. Grayson Carter, Assistant Commissioner of Legislative Affairs, was present to provide the 2026 Legislative Summary for the Board.  Of note were PC638 which extends the Board of Optometry to June 30, 2031, PC714 which amends the scope of practice to permit an optometrist to perform a board-approved surgical procedure for the correction and relief of an ocular abnormality, except for certain listed procedures, PC955 regarding citizenship, PC748 regarding gender-related questions posed to a minor, PC1041 related to the CORE ACT, PC1081 regarding the Military Families Licensing Recognition Act, and PC994 regarding the Regulatory Freedom Act of 2026.

3. Discuss and take action as necessary regarding fiscal reports 
There were no finance reports for the Board to review in this meeting.

4. Discuss and take action as necessary regarding file reviews, waivers, and other file requests 
a. File Review – Reinstatement – Kelly Ferjentsik, O.D., License 3834 
At the 02/18/2026 meeting, the Board reviewed a request from Dr. Ferjentsik for an extension of her CE that was due for the CE Cycle of August 2023 – September 2025.  Her request was submitted on 10/27/2025, which was after the end of the CE Cycle and was just ahead of her license expiration date of 10/31/2025.  In her request for the CE extension, she expressed that she had not obtained sufficient live/in-person CE hours to meet her requirements and also that she had not practiced in over 6 years, citing raising her family as the rationale.  Then, on 10/31/2025, Dr. Ferjentsik subsequently submitted an affidavit of retirement form, and her license was voluntarily retired and currently remains in a status of voluntarily retired.  The Board voted to deny the request for a CE extension for Dr. Ferjentsik on 02/18/26.

On 04/20/2026, Dr. Ferjentsik submitted an application to reinstate her license and bring it back into active status from its current inactive retired status.  

She submitted completion of 61.5 hours of CE completed between 09/17/2022 – 10/26/2025.  21 of which were completed online on 10/24/25, 10/25/25, and 10/26/25.  An additional 5.25 hours have been completed in 2026.

Her file was presented to the Board for a review and interview to determine competence prior to reinstatement, in accordance with Rule 1045-02-.04(7)(b)3, as she has disclosed having not practiced in over 6 years and does not hold an active license in any state.

The applicant was present in person to discuss her application for reinstatement with the Board. 

A motion was made by Dr. Tharp
To reinstate the license contingent upon the completion of the required 25 synchronous hours of CE from the previous CE Cycle including the drug and CPR courses, no later than the date of the next Board meeting on October 7, 2026.
With a second by Dr. Young
Discussion: The Board clarified that the completion of the drug course would be in conjunction with the contingency only; she will be required to take it again for the next regular CE Cycle.
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

b. CE Requirements Request – Brian Rogers, O.D., License 3213 
The licensee submitted a request on 06/23/2026 asking the Board to accept hours from his 2022-2024 CE Cycle that were completed between 06/19/24 – 06/21/24 via the American Optometric Association, to be rolled forward and applied to his 2024-2026 CE Cycle.  He completed the following: CE Cycle 07/01/2022 – 06/30/2024, 59 hours completed, and CE Cycle 07/01/2024 – 06/30/2026, 21 hours completed between 08/23/25 – 12/29/25.

A motion was made by Dr. Cooper
To deny the request
With a second by Dr. Tharp
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

5. Practice Name Requests
a. Matthew Colonna, O.D., License 3532 – Axis Eye Care
A motion was made by Dr. Tharp
To approve the practice name request for Axis Eye Care
With a second by Dr. McCarty
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

b. Pamela Cosgrove, O.D., License 1477 – Cosgrove Family Eye Care
A motion was made by Dr. Young
To approve the practice name request for Cosgrove Family Eye Care
With a second by Dr. Tharp
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

c. O’Malley Bosanic, O.D., License 3942 – Boz View, PLLC 
A motion was made by Dr. Tharp
To approve the practice name request for Boz View, PLLC
With a second by Dr. Young
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

6. Discuss and take action as necessary regarding disciplinary orders presented by the OGC 
a. Consent Orders 
b. Agreed Orders 
c. Orders of Compliance 
d. Requests for Order of Modification 
There were no disciplinary orders presented by the OGC in this meeting.

7. Receive reports and take action as necessary regarding CSMD Committee
There were no CSMD items for review in this meeting.

8. Consent Agenda 
a. Approval of April 8, 2026, Minutes 
b. Ratification of licensure files 
c. Approval of agreed citations 
i. CE – Kathryn Barberic, O.D., License 3112
d. Departmental reports
i. Administrative Office 
ii. Office of Investigations 
iii. Office of General Counsel 
e. Notices
i. COPE 2025 Data Report
ii. COPE Reviewer – Mia Boyland

The Board discussed the rule activity and packages in process from the OGC Report.  Ms. Trawick noted that the rule packages in process are in various stages of review.  

A motion was made by Dr. Young
To approve all items on the Consent Agenda
With a second by Dr. Tharp
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

9. Discuss and take action as necessary regarding requests and reports from NBEO
a. Notice – NBEO Statement on KBOE Testimony
b. Notice – NBEO Website Launch Release
c. Notice – LSPE Information

Dr. Bryant, Dr. Althoff, and Dr. Foley were present virtually to present information to the Board regarding the Laser and Surgical Procedures Examination (LSPE) in addition to providing updates regarding the NBEO facilities and events.

10. Discuss and take action as necessary regarding requests and reports from ARBO
a. Notice – ARBO 2nd Quarter 2026 Update
There was no action for the Board on this item.

11. Discuss and take action as necessary regarding rulemaking and policies 
a. Optometric laser procedures and credentialing. 
The Board reviewed PC0714, which has an effective date of 01/01/2028 and discussed rulemaking considerations arising from the new legislation.

A request was submitted for public comment from TAOP, with representatives including Dr. Stephanie Price, Dr. Garrett Shepherd, and Ms. Patience Long in attendance.  Comment was made by Dr. Shepherd.

12. Discuss and take action as necessary regarding CE Audits
Dr. Tharp recused herself from this discussion and board action due to a conflict of interest arising from her serving on the ARBO Board.

Ms. Wallace made notice to the Board that there is an upcoming administrative change to the CE Audit process that has begun implementation across the health related boards.  
 
The Optometry Board is the only health related board utilizing a paid third-party service for the collection of CE documentation for auditing, via its contract with ARBO.  There have been three contracts with ARBO spanning from FY2012 through FY2027 totaling $550,000.  Under the current contract, the Board pays ARBO an annual rate of $35,000 for CE related services.  The State  now has a no-cost contract in place with CE Broker to provide CE related services for all health related licensure boards for auditing; it has no cost to the boards or to the licensees.  

The Board discussed discontinuing contractual engagement with ARBO for CE services.  Due to the current contract in place with ARBO, a change could be implemented for this Board in July 2027, coincidental with the end of the current contract which ends on 06/30/2026.

This will change how licensees will submit their CE certification when they are selected for audit.  They will be required to submit their CE through the CE Broker system when they are selected for audit.

· CE Broker serves as the free, centralized location for licensees who have been selected for audit to submit their audit documentation to the Health-Related Boards for review of compliance.
· The manner in which a licensee selected for audit submits their documentation is being updated for all health related boards.
· This will allow for improved efficiency and consistency in the audit process. 
· A licensee who is randomly selected for audit will receive notification and be provided the website where they will create their username and password to then be able to upload the proof of the continuing education hours to the CE Broker website. The CE Audit Team will be able to log into the website and review what the licensee has submitted. 

A motion was made by Dr. Cooper
To no longer continue in contracts with ARBO for CE audits effective 07/01/27 at the end of the current contract with ARBO for CE audit services and to move to CE Broker for audit services.
With a second by Dr. McCarty
Discussion: The Board discussed multiple considerations regarding CE Broker.
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

Dr. Tharp was recused/abstained from the vote.



13. Discuss and take action as necessary regarding upcoming events, conferences, and event reports 
Dr. Tharp presented information from her recent attendance at the 2026 ARBO conference.  She attended in her capacity as an ARBO Board Member.  The Board did not sponsor the attendance of any attendees at this meeting.

14. Review of Correspondence 
There were no correspondence items for the Board to review in this meeting.

15. Discuss Old and New Board Business 
There were no old or new business items for the Board to review in this meeting.

16. Public Comment 
Ms. Wallace reviewed the Public Comment policy, wherein, any individual wishing to make a public comment at a board meeting must submit a request to do so in writing, it must include the specific topic from the published agenda/sunshine notice for the meeting for which the individual wishes to make comment and must be received by the Administrative Office at least ten (10) business days prior to the date of a meeting. 

Should the agenda be amended after initial publication, the member of the public wishing to address the Board on an amended agenda item must give their written notice no less than twenty-four (24) hours prior to the meeting.  

The email address for submission of a request to make public comment for this Board is: Unit3HRB.Health@tn.gov. 

A prior written request for public comment was received by the Administrative Office for this meeting from TAOP regarding rulemaking.  Their comments were addressed during the applicable points in the agenda.

17. Adjourn 
A motion was made by Dr. Tharp
To adjourn.
With a second by Dr. McCarty
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 pm CST.  
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