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Name of Board: TN Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners
Date of Meeting: April 1 – 2, 2026
Time: 9:00am CST
Place: Tennessee Office of Health Professional Boards
665 Mainstream Drive, Poplar Room
Nashville, TN 37243
Members Present
· Leslie Werteszczak, LVMT, Chair
· Montgomery McInturff, DVM, Vice Chair
· Mark Garrett, DVM
· Sarah Spidel, DVM
· Cathryn Youmans, DVM, Secretary
· Samantha Beaty, DVM, State Veterinarian ex officio officer

Members Absent
· Marissa Lee, CPA, Consumer Member
· Vacancy: One Veterinarian Seat

Staff Present
· Lyndsey Boone, Regulatory Board Administrative Director I
· Sheila Speakman, Regulatory Board Administrative Assistant
· Cheryl Fox, Regulatory Board Administrative Assistant
· Kertyssa Smalls, Senior Associate General Counsel
· Timothy Peters, Senior Associate General Counsel

Day 1 – April 1, 2026

1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 9:07am CST by Board Chair Leslie Wereszczak, with Dr. McInturff, Dr. Garrett, Dr. Spidel, Dr. Youmans, and Dr. Beaty in attendance.  A quorum was present to conduct board business.

Administrative staff including Ms. Lyndsey Boone and Ms. Cheryl Fox, in addition to legal counsel, Ms. Kertyssa Smalls, and Mr. Timothy Peters were also present. 

Ms. Smalls reviewed the Conflict of Interest statement with the Board.

2. Contested Case Hearings
A contested case hearing was held with Judge Alex Rieger presiding. 
Docket #17.25-260072A, Respondent Karen Crocker, DVM, License #4957.
Dr. Crocker appeared with counsel, Mr. Tim Peeples, to represent her in this hearing.
Mr. Timothy Peters, Senior Associate General Counsel, appeared to represent the State of TN in this hearing.

A roll call of Board Members was conducted and a quorum was confirmed with the following in attendance:
· Ms. Leslie Wereszczak, LVMT
· Montgomery McInturff, DVM
· Mark Garrett, DVM
· Sarah Spidel, DVM
· Cathryn Youmans, DVM
· Samantha Beaty, DVM (non-voting member)

Judge Rieger provided guidance to the Board for the hearing, followed by opening statements by Mr. Peters and Mr. Peeples.  Multiple exhibits were entered.

Witnesses were examined and testimony was given, including Ms. Kim Davis, Dr. Greg Miller, Dr. Amybeth Rice, and Dr. Karen Crocker. 

Closing statements were given and the Board moved to deliberations and motions.  Judge Rieger provided guidance and instructions to the Board for their review and decision-making process requirements.


A motion was made by Dr. McInturff
To approve the Final Order, Section I Findings of Fact as discussed.
The second was made by Dr. Garrett
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

A motion was made by Dr. Youmans
To approve the Final Order Section II Conclusions of Law with changes to the presented order as discussed.
The second was made by Dr. McInturff
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
One dissenting vote was cast by Ms. Wereszczak
The motion passed by majority voice vote.

A motion was made by Dr. McInturff
To approve additional changes to the Final Order Section II Conclusions of Law as discussed to strike Section 8 and keep 1 and 5.
The second was made by Dr. Garrett
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
One dissenting vote was cast by Ms. Wereszczak
The motion passed by majority voice vote.

A motion was made by Dr. Youmans
To approve the Final Order Section II Conclusions of Law with all amendments to Section 2 as discussed and revised from the order as presented.
The second was made by Dr. Spidel
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.


A motion was made by Dr. Youmans
To approve the Final Order Section III Order, section 5, with changes to the presented order as discussed.
The second was made by Dr. Garrett
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

A motion was made by Dr. Youmans
To approve the Final Order Section III Order, section 6, with changes to the presented order as discussed.
The second was made by Dr. Spidel
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

A motion was made by Dr. McInturff
To approve the Final Order Section III Order, section 7, with changes to the presented order as discussed and to amend paragraph 5 to reflect the disciplinary coordinator instead of administrative office.
The second was made by Dr. Youmans
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

A motion was made by Dr. Youmans
To approve the Final Order Section III Order, the remainder of the sections, with changes to the presented order as discussed.
The second was made by Dr. Spidel
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

A motion was made by Dr. Youmans
To approve the Final Order Section IV Policy Statement as written in the presented order as discussed.
The second was made by Dr. Spidel
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

The hearing was adjourned at 5:15pm CST.

The meeting was adjourned for the day by Ms. Wereszczak to be continued on April 2, 2026, at 9:00am CST.

Day 2 – April 2, 2026

1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 9:01am CST by Board Chair Leslie Wereszczak, with Dr. McInturff, Dr. Garrett, Dr. Spidel, Dr. Youmans, and Dr. Beaty in attendance.  A quorum was present to conduct board business.

Administrative staff including Ms. Lyndsey Boone and Ms. Sheila Speakman, in addition to legal counsel, Ms. Kertyssa Smalls, were also present. 

2. Contested Case Hearing 
There were no contested case hearings for the Board on Day 2 of this meeting.  All hearings were completed on Day 1 of this meeting.

3. Discuss and take action as necessary regarding legislation 
There were no legislative items for the Board to review in this meeting. 

4. Receive reports and/or requests from the Division of Health Licensure and Regulation 
Fiscal Director Matt McSpadden was present to provide the FY2026 Mid-Year report to the Board with highlights as follows:
· Total Expenditures: $340,937.81
· Board Fee Revenue: $388,262.00
· Change in Position: $47,324.19
· Reserve Balance: $1,940,780.21
The Board discussed license renewals and that only one renewal notice is sent to each licensee.  It is the professional responsibility of each licensee to know when their license expires.  The Board discussed considerations for additional reminders.  There was no action for the Board to take on this item.

5. Receive Reports and take action as needed regarding CSMD Committee Reports 
There were no CSMD items for the Board to review in this meeting. 

6. Discuss and take action as necessary regarding disciplinary orders presented by the OGC 
a. Consent Orders 
Lakeside Veterinary Clinic, Inc. License #1907
A motion was made by Dr. McInturff.
To approve the consent order for Lakeside Veterinary Clinic, Inc., License #1907, as presented.
The second was made by Dr. Youmans.
Discussion: The Board discussed facilities and renewal notices.
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
b. Agreed Orders 
There were no Agreed Orders for the Board to review in this meeting.
c. Orders of Compliance 
There were no Orders of Compliance for the Board to review in this meeting.
d. Requests for Order of Modification 
There were no Orders of Modification for the Board to review in this meeting.

7. Discuss and take action as necessary regarding applicant interviews, file reviews, waivers, and other requests 
a. Frances Grubb, DVM – File #8630
The applicant was present via telephone to discuss their application with the Board due to other-state license discipline.

A motion was made by Dr. Spidel.
To approve the application.
The second was made by Dr. Youmans.
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed by majority voice vote.  The single dissenting vote was cast by Dr. McInturff.

b. Alyssa Willibey, DVM – File #8676
The applicant was present in person to discuss their application with the Board due to failure to disclose criminal conviction matters from her background check on her application for licensure.

Dr. Garrett was recused from this item due to the potential for a conflict of interest.

A motion was made by Dr. Garrett.
To approve the application.
The second was made by Dr. Youmans.
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

c. Christopher Gaylord, CAET – File #1348
The applicant was present in person to discuss their application with the Board due to criminal conviction matters from their background check.

A motion was made by Dr. Youmans.
To approve the application.
The second was made by Dr. Garrett.
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

d. Courtney Williams, DVM – File #8632
The applicant was present via telephone to discuss their application with the Board due to other-state license discipline.

A motion was made by Dr. McInturff.
To approve the application.
The second was made by Dr. Garrett.
Discussion: The Board discussed the applicant’s prior CE history.
A voice vote was held.
Dr. Youmans abstained.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

e. Lakeshia Burns, LVMT – License #1701
The licensee requested an extension of the CE requirements for 2025 for 4 hours to be completed in 2026 to complete her 2025 requirements.

A motion was made by Dr. McInturff.
To approve the request for an extension of the CE requirements for 2025 for 4 hours to be completed in 2026 to complete her 2025 requirements.
The second was made by Dr. Youmans.
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

f. Bailey Gunn, LVMT – File #8630
The licensee requested a waiver of the 2023 CE requirements in conjunction with her application for license reinstatement.

A motion was made by Dr. Youmans
To approve a waiver of the 2023 CE requirements.
The second was made by Dr. Spidel.
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

g. Anna Kulcsar, DVM – File #8630
The licensee requested an advance waiver of the 2026 CE requirements and for a waiver of the in-person requires for the period of 2022 – 2026, to be able to complete all hours for these years in a virtual format.

A motion was made by Dr. Youmans.
To deny the request
The second was made by Dr. Garrett.
Discussion: The Board discussed their concerns about approving requests for waivers in advance of a triggering event for the waiver.
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

h. Laela Turner, DVM – License #8417 
The licensee requested either a waiver of the 2025 CE requirements, to allow all 20 hours to be completed online, or allow the 2025 hours to be completed in 2026 along with the 2026 requirements.

A motion was made by Dr. Garrett.
To approve a waiver of all 2025 CE requirements for Dr. Turner.
The second was made by Dr. Youmans.
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

i. Jessica Wooden, LVMT – License #980
The licensee requested a waiver of the CE requirements for 2021 - 2025 in conjunction with her application for license reinstatement.

A motion was made by Dr. Garrett.
To deny the request for a CE waiver for the requirements of 2021 – 2025 in conjunction with her application for license reinstatement.
The second was made by Dr. Spidel.
Discussion: The Board discussed their intent to have the licensee complete the CE requirements to reinstate her license and also discussed cost considerations for CE courses.
Dr. Garrett amended his motion.
To approve the reinstatement application contingent upon the completion of 24 hours of CE, with 16 hours completed in person and a maximum of 8 hours in virtual formats by 12/31/2026; this would also waive the CE requirements from 2021, 2022, 2023, and 2024, if the contingency is met.
The second was made by Dr. Spidel.
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

8. Advisory Opinion Requests
There were no advisory opinion requests for the Board to review in this meeting.

9. Discuss and take action as necessary regarding rulemaking, rulemaking hearings, rule amendments, policies, and statutes
There were no rulemaking or policy items for the Board to review in this meeting.

10. Consent Agenda 
a. Approval of December 2, 2025, Minutes 
b. Ratification of licensure files 
c. Approval of agreed citations 
i. CE – Kate Ichikawa, DVM, License #7059
ii. CE – Michael Harris, DVM, License #1719
iii. CE – Kristina Heribson, LVMT, License #1214
iv. CE – Adam Heuy, DVM, License #7509
v. CE – Katherine Shuster, DVM, License #6566
vi. CE – Terry Noble, LVMT, License #6566
vii. Lapsed License Citation – Bethany Henry, LVMT, License #1850
viii. Lapsed License Citation – Jessica Carrigan, LVMT, License #2410
ix. Lapsed License Citation – Union County Humane Society, License #1288
d. Departmental reports
i. OGC Report
ii. Administrative Office Statistica Report
iii. Office of Investigations Complaints Report
e. CE Course Approval Requests 
i. Zoetis – Tracy, Dan DVM
f. Notices
i. Notice – AVMA Accreditation Updates

A motion was made by Dr. Youmans.
To approve all items on the Consent Agenda.
The second was made by Dr. Garrett.
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

Ms. Smalls made note to the Board that there has been a noticeable number of scam calls being received by licensees as of late.  Licensees may always contact the Board’s Office directly to inquire about the validity of correspondence they receive.  Ms. Smalls also referenced the new rules package that became effective in January 2026.

11. Review of Correspondence 
There were no correspondence items for the Board to review in this meeting.

12. Conference/Event Reports and Upcoming Event Review
The Board discussed the 2026 AAVSB annual conference.  Ms. Wereszczak noted her interest in attending virtually.


A motion was made by Ms. Wereszczak
To approve Board sponsorship of attendance at the 2026 AAVSN Annual Conference by one Board staff member and one Board Member. 
The second was made by Dr. Youmans.
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

13. Discuss Old and New Board Business 
a. New Business – Microchipping Inquiry 
Dr. Garrett requested to address the Board as a member of the public, rather than in his role as a board member on the topic of animal ownership and scope of practice for which licensed individuals may conduct the microchipping process. 

The Board requested Ms. Smalls to prepare a draft for an amendment to the current microchipping policy statement for Board review and consideration at the next meeting.

b. Old Business – K-9 Transport Pilot Program
Stacy Prater, CCP, FP-C, NRP, IC, EMS Liaison/Outreach Coordinator appeared to provide an update to the Board on the pilot program that was initially reviewed by the Board in the April 2024 meeting.
		
Ms. Wereszczak stated her request that the OGC expedite outstanding disciplinary cases and bring them before the Bord as soon as possible.

14. Public Comment 
No prior written requests for public comment were received by the Administrative Office for this meeting.

15. Adjourn 
There being no further business to be heard a motion was made by Dr. McInturff to adjourn.
The second was made by Dr. Spidel
Discussion: None
A voice vote was held.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

The meeting adjourned at 11:46am CST.  
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