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Tennessee Applied Behavior Analyst Licensing Committee

Monday, May 4, 2026


MINUTES


The Board meeting of the Tennessee Applied Behavior Analyst Licensing Committee was called to order at 9:04 a.m. virtually via Webex, in the Poplar Room, Ground Floor, Metro Center Complex, 665 Mainstream Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37243 by Candyce Wilson, Board Director on Monday, May 4, 2026.
	
Board members present:		Catherine Terry, Consumer Member
				Kari White, BCBA
				Amanda Spiess, BCBA
Jennifer Nesbitt- Decker, BCBA


Board member(s) absent: 	N/A

			
Staff present:			Candyce Wilson, Board Director
Katherine Trawick, JD, General Counsel
Regina Lewis, Board Administrator
Alexis Whitaker, Board Administrative Director


Ms. Candyce Wilson read the required electronic meeting script. A quorum was established with all members present and one vacant position.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY REVIEW

Ms. Katherine Trawick reviewed the Committee’s conflict of interest policy.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. White motioned to approve the November 3, 2025, meeting minutes. Ms. Terry seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote.

APPLICANT INTERVIEW

Melissa Fumano -  appeared before the Committee due to answering “Yes” to the conviction question on the fitness competency application section and for having an indication on her Criminal Background Check dated within the last five (5) years. Pursuant to policy, the applicant was required to come before the full Committee for further consideration of licensure. The Committee asked Ms. Fumano whether she self-reported the incident to the BACB at the time of the charges. Ms. Fumano explained that she was not with the BACB the incident occurred. Ms. Nesbitt-Decker reviewed the applicant’s BACB credentials and noted that, at the time of the incident, the applicant was BACB certified, although she was not practicing as an RBT or LBA. Ms. Nesbitt-Decker explained that because the applicant held BACB certification at that time of the incident, she was required to report the DUI to the BACB. The applicant stated she had resigned from her employer, but she wasn’t aware that she was also required to report the incident to the BACB. She apologized for the oversight. The Committee recommended that the applicant self-report the charges to BACB. Once the BACB has reviewed the self-report, the Committee may reconsider her application for licensure. 

Ms. Nesbitt- Decker made a motion to approve the applicant for licensure contingent upon the response from the BACB, in which the application will remain open for 6 months pending the response from the BACB. Ms. Terry seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

REPORT FROM THE OFFICE OF INVESTIGATIONS

Ms. Barbara Smith presented the current complaints report for the Committee.

FISCAL REPORT

There is no fiscal report for today’s meeting. 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE REPORT

Ms. Regina Lewis presented the current administrative office report. 


As of May 1, 2026:

	LBA
	LABA

	                  Active Licensees – 1,707
	Active Licensees – 39




LICENSING STATUS SINCE LAST MEETING

	LBA
	LABA

	Applications Received
	45
	Applications Received
	2

	Applications in Process
	32
	Applications in Process
	1

	New Licensed
	97
	New Licensed
	2

	Renew
	126
	Renew
	3

	Online
	120
	Online
	             3

	Retired
	0
	Retired
	0

	Expired
	14
	Expired
	1



 

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL REPORT

Ms. Katherine Trawick presented the report from the Office of General Counsel which included the following updates:
	
1. Currently there are no open complaints against their licensees. There are two () Behavior Analyst licensees currently being monitored. There is one (1) licensee revoked with terms.

2. The pending rule changes and retrospective rule review changes are currently in the internal review process. 

RATIFICATION OF NEW AND REINSTATED LICENSEES

The Committee reviewed the list of new and reinstated licensed individuals since the last meeting. Ms. Terry motioned to ratify all names on the list. Ms. Nesbitt-Decker seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

CORRESPONDENCE

There is no correspondence on the agenda for this meeting.


DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION REGARDING RULEMAKING, HEARINGS, RULE AMENDMENTS, AND POLICIES

Following up on the February 23, 2026, meeting, the Committee discussed the creation of a policy regarding the interpretation, use, and definition of the administration of behavioral scales by Licensed Behavioral Analysts.
The Psychology Board had several questions regarding this topic, which Ms. Nesbitt-Decker was able to address and answer. The Committee reviewed the documents presented, along with the questions raised by the Psychology Board and Ms. Nesbitt-Decker’s responses.
After further discussion, the Committee decided to draft a letter summarizing the responses to the questions raised by the Psychology Board. The Committee also requested that a representative from the Committee attend the Psychology Board’s next meeting, scheduled for June 11, 2026.
 

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER PROCESS OF REVIEWING APPLICATION FILES REGARDING CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK INIDCATIONS

Ms Wilson requested we table this topic until next meeting.

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER APPROVAL FOR ATTENDANCE AT ANY UPCOMING CONFERENCE(S).

At the last meeting, the Committee approved two (2) attendees for the October TABA Annual Conference.


DISCUSS LEGISLATION AND TAKE ACTION AS NEEDED

The Committee requested information about the legislative bill that would have combined their Committee into the Psychology Board. Ms. Trawick explained that the proposed bill was heavily amended this year and any reference to that part was tabled.. The Committee doesn’t agree with the suggestion and proposed drafting a statement regarding their position of opposition on the bill.

PRESENTATION OF DISCIPLINARY ORDERS

No Disciplinary order for today’s meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comments.

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. Nesbitt-Decker motioned to adjourn the meeting, Mr. White seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote. The meeting adjourned at 11:18am CT.
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