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TENNESSEE COUNCIL FOR LICENSING HEARING INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS
March 27, 2026


MINUTES


The regular Council meeting of the Tennessee Council for Licensing Hearing Instrument Specialists was called to order at 9:00 a.m. via Webex, by Ms. Alexis Whitaker, Administrative Director.

Board Members Present:		Amanda Yarnell, HIS, Council Chair
Sammi J. Wyatt, Hearing Instrument Specialist
Bruce L. Fetterman, MD

Board Members Absent:		Lordy D. Smith, Consumer Member
				
				          
Staff Members Present: 		Michael Varnell, Board Attorney
Abby Robertson, Board Administrator
Candyce Wilson, Unit 1 Director
Alexis Whitaker, Administrative Director


Ms. Alexis Whitaker called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. A roll call was conducted, and a quorum was confirmed.

RULE MAKING HEARING

The Council approved the regulatory flexibility analysis and the economic impact statement. Mr. Michael Varnell read the rule amendments made to Rule Chapter 1370-02 into the record. All necessary requirements for a rulemaking hearing were met. Dr. Fetterman motioned to approve the amendments, and Ms. Sammi Wyatt seconded. A roll call was conducted, and the motion passed.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY 

Mr. Michael Varnell reminded the Council of the Conflict-of-Interest Policy.

Conflict of Interest
If you have a personal or financial interest in the outcome of any issue or matter before this Council which may suggest a bias on your part, you are asked to state that interest on the record so that a determination can be made as to whether there exists a need for recusal. You are reminded that it is the duty of this Council to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Tennessee and that the administration of this solemn responsibility is dependent upon avoiding even the appearance of impropriety.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The council reviewed the minutes from October 21, 2025, and from January 9, 2026. Dr. Fetterman motioned to approve the minutes from October 21, 2025, and January 9, 2026. Ms. Sammi Wyatt seconded the motion. A roll call vote was conducted, and the motion passed.

CODE WORD

ANNOUNCED 1ST Code word for Continuing Education Credit (Communication)

OFFICE OF INVESTIGATIONS REPORT

Ms. Diana Jackson reviewed the complaints. Year-to-date, zero (0 ) new complaints have been opened. A total of two (2) complaints has been closed. Of these, one (1) was closed due to insufficient evidence and 1 was transferred to the Office of General Counsel. The Council had no questions.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Mr. Matt McSpadden presented the Mid-Year 2026 Financial Report. The Council had no discussion.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE REPORT

Ms. Alexis Whitaker presented the Statistical Licensing Report for the Council. As of March 26, 2026, there are:
· 218 active Hearing Instrument Specialists
· 28 active Hearing Instrument Apprentices

Since the previous Council meeting held on October 21, 2025, the following activity has been recorded:
· 12 newly licensed Hearing Instrument Specialists
· 4 newly licensed Hearing Instrument Apprentices
· 0 retired licenses
· 1 expired license
· 25 total renewals (22 completed online)
· 1 active reinstatement application

Ms. Alexis Whitaker also noted the upcoming Council meeting dates as follows:
· July 10, 2026, held in person
· October 16, 2026 

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL REPORT

Mr. Varnell provided the report from the Office of General Counsel and stated that there are currently no open cases in the Office of General Counsel.

OGC Project #24-0600:
· This rulemaking project contains the retrospective review changes required under 2021 Public Chapter 328.
· The project was approved by the Council at its October 2024 meeting.
· Rule Making Hearing held today, March 27, 2026.
CODE WORD

ANNOUNCED 2nd Code word for Continuing Education Credit (Fitting)
CONDUCT NEW BUSINESS
Correspondence:

Ms. Candyce Wilson presented correspondence regarding a Continuing Education Audit. The Council concluded that each licensee should retain and be able to provide Bills of Sale and Calibration Certificates no matter where the practice is located.

Ratification of New Licensees:

The Council reviewed the list of newly licensed individuals issued since the previous meeting, October 21, 2025. Ms. Sammi Wyatt motioned to ratify all new licenses. Dr. Bruce Fetterman seconded the motion. A roll call vote was conducted, and the motion passed.

Discuss, and consider and take any action to appoint an investigative consultant:

Ms. Amanda Yarnell presented discussion for three (3) applicants. Ms. Amanda Yarnell motioned to approve all three (3) applicants. Dr. Fetterman seconded the motion. A roll call was conducted and the motion passed.

Discuss and act if needed regarding rulemaking, hearings, rule amendments and policies: 

Ms. Candyce Wilson requested a discussion for an extension on the CE credit timeline due to the website being worked on and today’s recording not being readily available. The Council concluded to allow an extension to submit the code word by one week, until April 3, 2026. Ms. Amanda Yarnell motioned to approve the extension. Dr. Bruce Fetterman seconded the motion. A roll call was conducted and the motion passed.

Discuss Legislation and Act as needed

The Council held no discussion on this agenda topic. 

Discuss and consider approval for attendance to upcoming conference(s), as needed 

The Council held no discussion on this agenda topic. 

DISCIPLINARY ORDER(S)

The Council held no discussion on this agenda topic

CODE WORD

ANNOUNCED 3rd Code word for Continuing Education Credit (Clock Hour)

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no public comment requests.

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. Amanda Yarnell motioned to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Dr. Bruce Fetterman. A roll call was conducted and the motion was passed.

The meeting adjourned at 10:12 am CT.
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