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The virtual Board meeting of the Tennessee Board of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counselors was called to order at 9:06am CT by Dr. Mark Loftis, Board Chair on Friday, January 23, 2026.

DATE:			January 23, 2026
TIME:			9:00 A.M.
LOCATION:			This meeting was held virtually.

BOARD MEMBERS
PRESENT:			Dr. Mark Loftis, Board Chair
Mr. Norman Miller, Board Member
Ms. Britney Baker, Board Secretary
BOARD MEMBERS	
ABSENT: 			Mr. Major McNeil, Citizen Member
Vacant, Board Member
			
STAFF
PRESENT:			Candyce Wilson, Board Director
				Alexis Whitaker, Administrative Director
Katherine Trawick, Associate General Counsel
				Jeffrey Stewart, Board Administrator
				 
Conflict of Interest
	
Katherine Trawick reviewed the “Conflict of Interest Policy.” A circumstance in which a Board member’s individual interest impairs or impedes, or gives the appearance of impairing or impeding, his or her ability to make full, unbiased decisions or to provide full, unbiased service to the Board.




Approval of Minutes

Britney Baker made a motion, seconded by Norman Miller to approve the meeting minutes from the October 10, 2025 meeting and December 12, 2025 emergency meeting. The motion carried. 

Office of Investigation

Ms. Barbara Granum, with the Office of Investigations, presented the report. For the 2025 report there have been 4 new complaints opened, and 11 complaints have been closed. There were 2 complaints, which were closed with insufficient evidence, 4 were transferred to OGC, 3 were closed with no action, 1 received a letter of concern and 1 received a letter of warning. As far as complaints that were opened this year, 1 was for sexual misconduct, 1 for unlicensed practice, 1 was for mental and physical impairment and 1 that was outside the investigative scope. For the 2026 report there has been 1 complaint for a licensee practicing beyond the scope.

Fiscal Report

Mr. Matthew McSpadden, Fiscal Director of HLR Division, presented the fiscal report. Mr. McSpadden discussed the fee increase for the board. Mr. McSpadden stated that the original fee increase proposal was inaccurate. The board is  at $55,000 for expenditure and $45,000 for revenue. The totals give the board a net negative of $8,000 for the mid-year. Mr. McSpadden presented a new fee increase proposal. The proposal suggested that the application fee move from $250 to $275, the license fee move from $50 to $75, and the renewal fee to move from $325 to $400. The fee change proposal will help to extend out the growth of the reserve balance. Mr. Norman Miller made a motion to rescind the previous fee increase proposal, seconded by Ms. Britney Baker. The motion carried. Mr. Norman Miller made a motion to accept the new fee increase proposal for the application fee to move from $250 to $275, the license fee to move from $50 to $75, and the renewal fee to move from $325 to $400, seconded by Britney Baker. The motion carried.

Administrative Report

Mr. Jeffrey Stewart presented the Administrative Office Report. To date, there are currently 636 active licenses; 142 level I, 472 level II, and 149 QCS. Applications from October 9, 2025-January 22, 2026, there were 9 level 1 applications, 10 level II applications, 2 reciprocity applications, 1 reinstatement applications, 16 new licensees, 2 QCS applications, 73 renewal applications of which 57 were online, 5 expired licenses, and 0 retired licenses. Meeting dates for 2026 are April 24, 2026, July 24, 2026 and October 23, 2026.

Office of General Counsel 

Ms. Katherine Trawick presented the Office of General Counsel Report. The Office of General Counsel currently has five (5) open complaints against five (5) of the board’s licensees. Currently, there are no licenses being monitored. The previous rulemaking package remains in process.

Consideration of Application

No applications to consider.

Consideration of Correspondence

No correspondence to consider.

Ratify applications for licensure

All applications have been reviewed by at least one Board member and comes with a recommendation for licensure based on passage of the written examination or application by reciprocity or reinstatement. Britney Baker made a motion, seconded by Norman Miller to ratify the following written exam applicants and reciprocity applicant for licensure. The motion carried. 

Ratification List of Applicants that have passed the Written Examination 
Level One 
1) None

Level Two 
1) Briauna Ealy-Lv. 2
2) Christopher McLin-Lv. 2
3) Favian Short Chunn-Lv. 2

Ratification List of Applicants for Reciprocity
Level One
1) Tristen Dudley-Lv. 1

Disciplinary Orders

No disciplinary orders.

Public Comment

No Public Comment

Norman Miller made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Britney Baker. The motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 9:37am. 
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