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Tennessee Board of Social Worker Licensure Meeting 

[bookmark: _Hlk206057344]Thursday, January 15, 2026


MINUTES   


The Board meeting of the Tennessee Board of Social Worker Licensure was called to order at 9:35 a.m. CST via Webex, by Dr. Kenya Anderson on Thursday, January 15, 2026.
	
Board members present: 	Ashley Childers, LCSW
Tara Watson, LCSW
Colleen Howe, Citizen Member
Kenya Anderson, LMSW, Board President
Caitlin Wright, LAPSW
						Angela DeLoach, LBSW
						Crystal Parker, LAPSW
						
Board member(s) absent: 	Jennifer Williams, LAPSW
Angela DeLoach, LBSW
				
Staff present:			Candyce Wilson, Board Director
Katherine Trawick, JD, General Counsel
Justin C. Hester, Board Administrator
Alexis Whitaker, Administrative Director


CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY

Ms. Katherine Trawick, Board Attorney, reviewed the Board’s conflict of interest policy and the open meetings act.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The Board reviewed the August 14, 2025, Board meeting minutes. Ms. Wright motioned to approve the minutes, Ms. Childers seconded the motion, and the motion passed.

REPORT FROM THE OFFICE OF INVESTIGATIONS

Ms. Barbara Granum, Intake Coordinator presented the current complaints report for the Board.

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Mr. Matt McSpadden, presented the 2025 Fiscal Report for the previous fiscal year. 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE REPORT

Ms. Candyce Wilson, Board Director read the statistics of the licensing report and gave the following updates:

Total active licensees as of January 14, 2026:
Licensed Baccalaureate Social Workers: 453
Licensed Master Social Workers: 4088
Licensed Advanced Practice Social workers: 199
Licensed Clinical Social Workers: 4708

Total New Applications August 11, 2025, through January 14, 2025:
Licensed Baccalaureate Social Workers: 16
Licensed Master Social Workers: 334
Licensed Advanced Practice Social: workers 5
Licensed Clinical Social Workers: 283

Total New Licenses Issued August 11, 2025, through January 14, 2025:
Licensed Baccalaureate Social Workers: 5
Licensed Master Social Workers: 250
Licensed Advanced Practice Social workers: 4
Licensed Clinical Social Workers: 233

Total active applications as of January 14, 2026:
Licensed Baccalaureate Social Workers: 6
Licensed Master Social Workers: 64
Licensed Advanced Practice Social workers: 4
Licensed Clinical Social Workers: 60

Additional Information

Upcoming meeting dates: February 5, 2026, May 21, 2026, August 27, 2026, November 12, 2026


OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL REPORT

Katherine Trawick, Board Attorney gave the report from the Office of General Counsel which included the following updates:

1. As of January 15, 2026, there were twenty-nine complaints open against twenty-eight of the Board’s licensees.
2. There are thirteen of these Boards licensees currently being monitored.
a. The total number on reprimand is 2 with terms.
b. The total number on probation is 6 with terms.
c. The total number on suspension is 3 with terms.
d. The total number with a revoked or surrendered license is 1.
e. The total number of voluntarily retired is 1.

Ms. Trawick addressed the retrospective rule changes that were discussed in the January 2025 meetings. The rule changes are in the internal review process. Future meetings will address additional rule review. Suggested keeping the February 5, 2026, meeting.

CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS     

Anthony Caruso – Applicant applied for LMSW by examination. The applicant was asked to appear based on background check indications. This application was discussed in the Executive Session. Ms. Watson motions to allow Mr. Caruso to sit for the LMSW exam, Dr. Childers seconded. Motion is passed.

Shirley Berry – Applicant applied for LMSW by examination. Asked to appear to address indications from the background check including a felony. Applicant was unable to make it, however, the Board members did not have any further questions for the applicant. Dr. Childers motions to allow Ms. Berry to sit for the LMSW exam, Ms. Parker seconded. Motion passed. 

Sierra Whitehead – Applied for LMSW by examination, asked to appear due to felony indication from 2012. Motion to allow Ms. Whitehead to sit for the LMSW exam by Ms. Wright, second by Dr. Childers. Motion approved. 

Nicole Brown – Applied for LCSW by exam. Ms. Brown is appearing to address an indication on her background check from 2013. Ms. Brown will also be addressing a discrepancy in her Clinical hours submitted with her application. The Board asked some clarifying questions on the nature of the indication, as well as Ms. Brown’s response to a criminal history question on a previous application. The Board proceeded to gather information on Ms. Brown’s work history since the incident occurred. The Board asked Ms. Brown clarifying questions on the nature of her work, particularly the times when she was working 80 hours a week back-to-back. Discussion on the nature of Ms. Browns Clinical hour accuracy, and the volume of clinical hours and supervision hours a week. The Board asks Ms. Brown to redo her clinical hour logs from 2017-2018 and 2024-2025 now that the issue of counting extra hours has been addressed. Ms. Brown needs to provide more information on the type of work that she was doing and recalculate the clinical hours provided. Discussion on the number of hours the Board is willing to accept from the application. Suggestion to leave the application open to allow Ms. Brown time to gather more information on her previously finished application. Dr. Childers moves to allow Ms. Brown to hold her application open for 90 days giving Ms. Brown time to resubmit clinical hours and log information that accurately reflect her work. If Ms. Brown cannot supply this documentation, she will be required to re-submit her application. Seconded by Ms. Watson. Motion approved. 

Courtney Ciaramataro – Applied for LCSW by Examination, asked to appear due to her supervision hours expired per the 8-year rule. Ms. Ciaramataro is ineligible for reinstatement due to her license having been expired for over 5 years. Ms. Ciaramataro is requesting exemption from the examination. The board asked Ms. Ciaramataro clarifying questions; was not practicing due to being a school social worker which did not require licensure. Discussion amongst the board members on the best options for proceeding. Ms. Childers stated that an exemption would set a precedent for exemption. Discussion for Ms. Ciaramataro to take the LMSW exam and then decrease the amount of supervision hours needed to proceed with applying for the LCSW. Proposal of 1,500 clinical hours as opposed to the standard 3,000, with 50 of those being Supervision hours. Further discussion on whether Ms. Ciaramataro needs to retake the LCSW exam, having last taken it in 2000. Dr. Childers motioned to withdraw the LCSW application, have the applicant apply and sit for the LMSW exam, and then complete 1500 clinical hours and 50 supervision hours to sit for the LCSW exam. Seconded by Ms. Wright. Motion passed. 

Saeri Goins – Applicant applied for LMSW by examination. Requested to appear to address felony conviction on background check. The Board asked several clarifying questions on the history of the applicant, as well as the current state of probation. Clarifying question on the expungement process of the application. Dr. Childers motioned to allow Ms. Goins to sit for the LMSW exam and let the Board know once legal elements are completed, Ms. Watson seconded, motion passed. 

Heather Schow- Applicant for LCSW by examination. Ms. Schow appeared due to a prior DUI charge. The Board reviewed the application materials and discussed the matter with the applicant. The Board discussed the circumstances of probation and the offense, currently unsupervised. The charges have been adjudicated and are no longer pending. The applicant has been proactive in cutting out stressors by slimming down the case load, as well as seeking therapy. Ms. Watson motioned to allow Ms. Schow to sit for the LCSW exam without conditions, upon passing the applicant will provide documentation that she has completed probation or is in good standing. Seconded by Ms. Parker. Motion passed. 
 
Melissa Aguas – Applicant applied for LCSW by examination and appeared to address a felony conviction from 2011. This matter did not appear to have been reviewed during application for LMSW. The Board did not elaborate on or have questions on the issue. Dr. Childers motioned to allow the applicant to sit for the LCSW exam, seconded by Ms. Wright, motion passed. 

Chelsi Williamson- Applicant for LCSW by examination. Ms. Williamson appeared to discuss concerns of clinical hour discrepancies and log validity. Ms. Williamson is re-appearing to discuss the clarifying documentation that has been submitted. Two of Ms. Williamson’s supervisors are present to offer additional information and insight. The Board asked clarifying questions about Ms. Williamson’s records and number keeping. The Board is asking for clarification on self-reporting of the falsification of hours and records. The Board spent time reviewing and questioning the supporting documents to clarify the situation. Ms. Williamson provided documents supporting the fact that she had admitted to her falsification of her record keeping. The Board discussed and found clarification on the discrepancy in the clinical hours.  The Board finds that Ms. Williamson is short on clinical hours. The Board is expressing doubts and misgivings about Ms. Williamson’s understanding of the supervision process, as well as the standard of ethics with the forging of logs. The Board further questioned how Ms. Williamson would handle the responsibilities brought on by Clinical Licensure once finishing her clinical hours. The Board addressed and discussed multiple incidents of poor judgement from the applicant in this application process. Ms. Trawick presented options to the Board on moving forward with the applicant. Ms. Wright motions to allow the applicant to withdraw the LCSW application, Ms. Howe seconded the motion. Motion failed. Meets Statute 63-23-108 (a) 2, 7, 8, 10 to deny the application. Ms. Watson motions to deny the application of Ms. Williamson based on the above statutes, seconded by Ms. Howe. Motion passed. The Board expressed willingness to accept the 2,621 clinical hours and 99 Supervisor hours in future applications, if they still met the requirements of hours under Social Work rules.  

CONDUCT NEW BUSINESS

TRAIN Update and Consideration: Katherine Witcher

Ms. Witcher presented TRAIN as a program and the services that it could provide for the Board of Social Work as a Continuing Education provider. Presented the opportunities that TRAIN could provide, particularly for the Ethics CEU training courses. 

NSAW Update from Beryl Cohen, NASW Executive Director 
Ms. Cohen introduced herself as the new NASW Executive Director. Ms. Cohen discussed some of the issues with the website migration, as well as online training. 

Ratification of New Licensees

The Board reviewed the newly licensed and reinstated licensees since the last Board meeting. Ms. Watson motioned to ratify all names on the list, Dr. Childers seconded the motion, and it passed.

Correspondence

Catherine Webb – During a random CE audit, Catherine was found to be out of compliance with state rules. Catherine is requesting consideration for a waiver of necessary CEs with documentation provided for why she was unable to complete the CEs. Dr. Childers motions to approve waiver, seconded by Ms. Wright. Motion passes.

April Armstrong – Tabled until February 5th. 

Social Work Compact Update
Ms. Watson provided updates on the compact’s progress. The commission is still working on how the data will be processed within the compact. Ms. Watson suggested the idea of creating a survey to gauge social worker interest in interstate licensing. Ms. Watson motions for the Board to partner with the NASW Board to gauge interest in interstate licensing. Seconded by Dr. Childers. Motion passed. 

Disciplinary Order(s)

Petition for Order of Consent
Rachel Sexton, LCSW (license #8336) – Ms. Buck presented the petition of order of consent for Rachel Sexton. Dr. Childers motioned to approve the order, Ms. Watson seconded. Motion passed. 
Agreed Citation
Kimberly McLaurin: Approved. Ms. Wilson presented the agreed citation for Ms. McLaurin. Dr. Childers motioned to accept the order, Ms. Parker seconded the motion, and it passed.
Lucy Paine Smith: Tabled for February 5th.
Michelle Bruning: Approved. Ms. Wilson presented the agreed citation for Ms. Bruning. Dr. Childers motioned to approve. Ms. Parker seconded. Motion passed. 
Consultation Discussion

Discussion on Consultation application and review. Ms. Wilson notified the Board of the need for more consultant positions. Ms. Wilson suggested the idea of a public training session that could educate the public and increase Board involvement as consultants. The Board members discussed the idea and supported the idea of a training session related to consulting and review. Ms. Parker expressed direct interest. The Board discussed the possibility of providing referrals for individuals to become consultants for the Board. Ms. Wilson informed the Board of Jennifer William’s resignation from the Social Work Board. 

Discuss and consider approval for attendance to upcoming conference(s), as needed: 
Ms. Anderson mentioned an education meeting provided by ASWB in April. No other updates for the discussion of upcoming conferences.

Public Comments:

Ms. Paula Foster stated that she had Rules and Regulation discussion but it could wait until the next Board meeting. Ms. Foster did state that she loved the idea of the publicly provided training and let known her desire to be a part of the training. 


Dr. Childers motions to adjourn, Ms. Parker seconded. Motion passed to adjourn.

The meeting adjourned at 4:32 pm CST.
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