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TENNESSEE BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICAL EXAMINERS
January 14, 2026


MINUTES


The virtual Board meeting of the Tennessee Board of Podiatric Medical Examiners was called to order at 9:36 a.m., by Dr. Chad Webster, Board Chair.


Board members present:	Bhekumuzi Khumalo, D.P.M
	 Christopher G. Frazier, D.P.M.
						Chad Webster, D.P.M.
Aaron Sorenson, Board Member

 Board Member(s) Absent:    	Vacant, Board Member
Vacant, Consumer Member

 Staff present:	Ashley Fine, Deputy General Counsel
	Candyce Wilson, Unit 1 Board Director 
	Jeffrey Stewart, Board Administrator
	Alexis Whitaker, Administrative Director
	
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Board members reviewed the meeting minutes from August 21, 2025. Dr. Frazier motioned to approve the minutes. Dr. Khumalo seconded the motion, and it passed. 

CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATION

Steven Bielas, Orthotist/Prosthetist applicant, appeared before the board due to indications on his criminal background check. Mr. Sorenson made a motion to approve the applicant’s Orthotist and Prosthetist applications conditioned he comply with his court ordered probation. Dr. Webster seconded the motion, and it passed.


PRESENTATION OF DISCIPLINARY ORDERS

Order of Compliance
Claire Bello, Podiatrist (license # 637) – was not present before the board but his legal representative,  Mr. John Floyd, appeared on his behalf. Having found that the Respondent complied with the previously issued agreed order, Dr. Khumalo made a motion to accept the order of compliance. Dr. Webster seconded the motion, and it passed.

Consent Order
David Cloud, Pedorthist (license #105) – was not present before the board and Ms. Lynleigh Noel represented the State and presented the consent order. The Respondent failed to comply with a consent order ratified on August 9, 2024. Respondent failed to pay civil penalties and costs required by the original consent order’s deadline. The Respondent has subsequently paid the penalties and costs in full. The facts stipulated are grounds for discipline. Per the terms of this consent order, the Respondent’s license will be reprimanded and he will be required to pay the costs of this case with a maximum amount of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) which shall be paid in full within twelve (12) months from the issuance of the assessment of costs. Dr. Webster made a motion to approve the consent order. Dr. Frazier seconded the motion, and it passed.

RULEMAKING DISCUSSION

Ms. Ashley Fine with the Office of General Counsel reviewed internal revisions to Rule Chapter 1155-02. Topics discussed included definitions added to Orthotists, Prosthetists and Pedorthists. Ms. Fine discussed whether to incorporate certain board policies into the rules, in which there was a decision made to leave them as policies for now. Ms. Fine spoke about simplifying language regarding licensure examination requirements. Ms. Fine stated that we would add the rulemaking discussion to the next meeting agenda.

Mr. Aaron Sorenson had to leave the meeting due to an emergency and thus the Board lost a quorum. No further action was taken by the Board after a quorum was lost.

FISCAL REPORT

Mr. Matt McSpadden, Fiscal Director for the Division, presented the fiscal year 2025-year end report. Payroll expenditures were $25,885.27, total other expenditures were $12, 728.92 and total allocated expenditures were $58,037.77. Total expenditure was $96,651.96; board fee revenue was $81,062.55. The totals put the board in a negative net of $15,589.41. The current reserve balance for the board is $173,485.26. Mr. McSpadden had a discussion on future fee adjustments. He said that he would provide Ms. Wilson with his spreadsheet of proposed fee adjustments. No vote could be taken due to lack of quorum.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE REPORT

Mr. Jeffrey Stewart presented the Administrative Office Report. As of January 13, 2026, there were 322 licensed Podiatrist, 88 licensed Podiatric X-Ray Operators, 136 licensed Orthotist, 144 licensed Prosthetist and 34 licensed Pedorthist. Since the last Podiatry board meeting there have been 5 newly licensed Podiatrist, 7 newly certified Podiatric X-Ray Operators, 9 newly licensed Orthotist, 13 newly licensed Prosthetist and 2 newly licensed Pedorthist. Since the last Podiatry board meeting there has been 1 reinstated Podiatrist, 0 reinstated Podiatric X-Ray Operators, 2 reinstated Orthotist, 3 reinstated Prosthetist and 1 reinstated Pedorthist. Since the last Podiatry board meeting there have been 120 renewals for Podiatrist with 86 of those renewals completed online, 27 renewals for Certified X-Ray Operators with 12 of those renewals online, 43 renewals for Orthotist with 34 of those renewals online, 46 renewals for Prosthetist with 37 of those renewals online and 13 renewals for Pedorthist with 8 of those renewals online. Since the last Podiatry board meeting there has been 1 retired Podiatrist, 1 retired Certified X-Ray Operator, 0 retired Orthotist, 0 retired Prosthetist and 0 retired Pedorthist. Since the last Podiatry board meeting there have been 8 expired licensed Podiatrist, 22 expired Certified X-Ray Operators, 11 expired licensed Orthotist, 14 expired licensed Prosthetist and 6 expired licensed Pedorthist. The 2026 meeting dates were confirmed.

OFFICE OF INVESTIGATION

Ms. Dorsey Luther, with the Office of Investigations, presented the report. For the calendar year of 2025 there were 17 complaints opened. Of the 17 complaints, 5 were closed with insufficient evidence, 1 complaint was sent to the Office of General Counsel, 10 were closed with no violation, 3 were closed with a letter of concern and 1 was closed with a letter of warning. Of the 17 opened complaints, 15 were for Podiatrist, 1 was for a Prosthetist and 1was for a Pedorthist.

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL

Ms. Ashley Fine presented the Office of General Counsel Report. Ms. Fine reviewed the conflict-of-interest policy. The amendments which the board voted on at the last meeting are in internal review. There are no pending appeals for board action. There is 1 open case with the Office of General Counsel. The disciplinary coordinator for Podiatry is monitoring 3 licenses for reprimand, 1 license for probation and 2 licensees for revocation/surrender.

PUBLIC COMMENT
There were no public comments.

ADJOURNMENT

The Board did not have a proper quorum to proceed with a formal motion. Confirming that all business had concluded, Dr. Webster motioned to adjourn the meeting. Dr. Frazier seconded the motion, and it passed with the three members present.
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