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Tennessee Board of Examiners in Psychology Meeting 

Friday, February 27, 2026


MINUTES


The Board meeting of the Tennessee Board of Examiners in Psychology was called to order at 9:06 a.m. in the Iris Room, Ground Floor, Metro Center Complex, 665 Mainstream Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37243 by Dr. Timothy Arentsen, Board Chair on Friday, February 27, 2026.
	
Board members present:  	Rebecca Townsend, SPE
Eboni Webb, PhD
Timothy Arentsen, PhD
				Greg Silverman, Consumer member
				Malcolm Spica, PhD
Amy Nicholson, SPE

Board member(s) absent: 	Amanda Spiess, LBA
				
			
Staff present:			Candyce Wilson, Board Director 
Regina Lewis Board Administrator
				Katherine Trawick, JD, General Counsel


DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION IF NEEDED REGARDING LEGISLATION, RULEMAKING, RULE AMENDMENTS, AND POLICIES I. REVIEW AND TAKE ACTION, IF NECESSARY, ON AMENDING RULE 1180-01-.08(D)

Katherine Trawick presented the proposed changes for the new Continuing Education implemented requirement for Certified Psychological Assistants and Certified Psychological Testing Technicians. The changes are the same as the previous emergency rules presented regarding the requirement but with added changes regarding the wording in reference to the changes for Continuing Education.

Dr. Spica motioned to accept the changes made. Dr. Webb seconded the motion and the motion passed by roll call vote.

RULE MAKING HEARINGS 

The Board reviewed the Regulatory Flexibility Analysis. Dr. Spica motioned to Approve the Regulatory Flexibility Analysis. Ms. Nicholson seconded the motion, and it passed by roll call vote.

The Board reviewed the Economic Impact Statement. Dr. Spica motioned to approve the Economic Impact Statement. Dr. Webb seconded the motion, and it passed by roll call vote.

Katherine Trawick called the Rulemaking Hearing to order at 9:26am with a roll call from all present Board members.

Candyce Wilson confirmed that notices regarding this change were sent to the Tennessee Psychological Association (“TPA”) and the rule changes were made public on the Board’s website.

Amendments to Rule: 
a. 1180-01-.08 – Continuing Education

Amendments to Rule: 
a. 1180-02-.04 – Examinations
b. 1180-02.05 Temporary License 


Ms. Trawick presented all amendments to the rules within the rulemaking hearing packet. The Board removed the drafted language which referred to cultural diversity continuing education, which means there will be no amendment to the current rules about cultural diversity continuing education.

Public Comment on Rulemaking Hearing

Dr. Pamela Auble, with TPA, made public comments regarding the wording in the rules regarding the cultural diversity rule language that the Board ultimately just previously amended the language, which was what Dr. Auble was going to suggest.  

Rulemaking Hearing Approval

Dr. Spica made a motion to accept the amendments and approve the rulemaking hearing packet. Dr. Townsend seconded the motion, and it passed by roll call vote.

PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION FROM TEXAS BEHAVIORIAL HEALTH EXECUTIVE COUNCIL REGARDING THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN ALTERNATIVE NATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY LICENSURE EXAM

Texas Board member John K. Bielamowicz and Executive Director Robert Roming, preside over the board which governs psychologists in their state. They appeared before this Board to discuss and present their project to develop an alternative to the current National Psychology Licensure Exam better known as the EPPP. 

The Board raised all the questions they had regarding Texas’s alternative exam presentation, and the benefit it would have on applicants in Tennessee. Additionally, how it would require a statutory change in Tennessee in order for it to be used in Tennessee as an available licensure examination.


CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY REVIEW

Ms. Katherine Trawick reviewed the Committee’s conflict of interest policy. She also discussed the executive session criteria.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Dr. Spica made a motion to accept and approve the September 11, 2025, meeting minutes. Ms. Nicholson seconded the motion, and it passed.


APPLICANT INTERVIEW

Donald McCoy previously came before the Board in reference to reinstating his license from revoked status. At the April 30, 2025, meeting, the Board discussed possible guard rails and supervision to prevent any repeats offenses by Dr. McCoy if granted reinstated. Ms. Trawick provided a few options for the Board, including an example that she has seen come from the Nursing Board in reference to licensees that have a history of addiction. The Board discussed the potential option of suspending the license until a TCAF evaluation is provided detailing Mr. McCoy is safe to practice, and some sort of practice monitor once granted licensure. 

At the September 11, 2025, meeting, Mr. Mark Thomas from TCAF came before the Board to answer any questions or concerns the Board may have. Dr. Arentsen wanted to know what the Board’s options were after hearing Mr. Thomas and the open topic of the possible guard rails the Board would like to see that TCAF cannot specify due to rules/law due to Mr. McCoy not being licensed which limits how TCAF can further assist in the information the Board would like to receive in reference to what conditions TCAF would take Mr. McCoy on. 

Ms. Trawick provided the Board with what they could approve for Mr. McCoy that day. The Board requested more information to make a decision regarding their concerns, and an evaluation supporting those concerns.

Today, Dr. McCoy came before the Board to resume the conversation of any guard rails that could be set if considered for conditional licensure and required evaluation whether it be from TCAF or another association. Dr. McCoy stated that at this time he did not complete an evaluation but gave us update of guard rails he has done himself. Along with guard rails he is open to doing if considered for reinstatement of licensure from revoked status. 

The Board discussed the steps that would be taken if agreed to sign the order of compliance. The Board agreed they are not open to the option today without more information regarding an evaluation and terms to consider and add in the conditional order. Ms. Trawick further explained that the evaluation does not have to be through TCAF although that’s who the Board has contracted. Dr. Spica proposed pre-approving an organization for the evaluation and reviewing it at the next meeting in March. 

Ms. Nicholson made a motion to designate Dr. Spica as the point of contact to preapprove an evaluator and the scope of the evaluation, along with Dr. McCoy to receive an evaluation and have Dr. Spica review it before our next meeting. Dr. Arentsen seconded the motion, and it passed. 


FISCAL OFFICE REPORT

Mr. Matt McSpadden presented the projected 2026 mid-year financial office report. 

OFFICE OF INVESTIGATIONS REPORT

Ms. Barbara Smith presented the Office of Investigations report.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE REPORT

Ms. Candyce Wilson presented the administrative office report. 

Active Licensee Totals as of February 26, 2026

	
Psychologists
	
PE/SPE
	
CPA
	
CPTT

	
Active Licensees – 1592

	
Active Licensees – 203
	
Certified – 71
	
Certified - 1




LICENSING STATUS SINCE LAST MEETING (September 11, 2025)

	Psychologists
	PE/SPE
	CPA

	New Applications in Process
	21
	New Applications in Process
	0
	New Applications in Process
	 4

	New Licensed
	24
	Upgrade to SPE
	0
	New Licensed
	  1

	Renew
	137
	Renew
	31
	Renew
	4

	Online
	106
	Online
	24
	Online
	2

	Retired
	5
	Retired
	 0
	Retired
	0

	Expired
	4
	Expired
	3
	Expired
	2

	Reinstated-Retired
	0
	Reinstated-Retired
	0
	Reinstated-Retired
	0

	Reinstated-Expired
	5
	Reinstated- Expired
	0
	Reinstated- Expired
	0



OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL REPORT

Ms. Katherine Trawick presented the Office of General Counsel report. Ms. Trawick reported there are ten (10) open cases, seven (7) under disciplinary action, one (1) reprimanded with terms, two (2) on probation with terms, two (2) on suspension with terms, one (1) practicing without a license on terms, and one (1) licensee that has been revoked or suspended. 

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER ANY ACTION REGARDING THE APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYST LICENSING COMMITTEE LETTER ADDRESSING BEHAVIORAL SCALES PURSUANT TO TCA § 63-11-312

The Board reviewed the drafted policy from the Applied Behavioral Analyst Licensing Committee regarding the scope and use of behavioral scales by LBA’s, pursuant to TCA § 63-11-312. Dr. Auble provided some historical references from previous years and meetings regarding this topic. The Board discussed how the scales are used and the limits that should be set in place in reference to the scope of practice of LBA’s. 

In reference to the drafted policy, Dr. Auble suggested that we include words in the policy that are more specific within the use of the scales and the results of them. 

The Board discussed terminology that the policy should reference or include in the context of treatment, and what’s required by insurance as well. The Board requested that a committee member provide them with a redacted treatment plan to review and make any necessary changes to the drafted policy. The Board came up with a few different questions they needed answers to in order to further their understanding of the request. This topic was tabled until the next meeting in hopes that someone from the Committee could attend the next meeting and discuss their professional use and knowledge of these scales in reference to the statutes. 

RATIFICATION OF NEW LICENSEES

Dr. Spica motioned to ratify the new and reinstated psychology licenses and certified psychological assistant licenses. Ms. Townsend seconded the motion, and it passed. Dr. Spica made a motion to ratify the licensed behavior analyst’s and licensed assistant behavior analyst licensees. Ms. Townsend seconded the motion, and it passed.

PSYPACT UPDATE FROM DR. MARK FLEMIMG

There is no update from the PSYPACT Commissioner for this meeting.

UPDATE FROM DR. PAMELA AUBLE WITH TPA

Dr. Auble presented a letter to the Board. from TPA, regarding state licensure applicants getting the option to select a box stating they would like to receive contact from TPA for mentorship, community, etc. Dr. Auble also referred to an article presented to the Board regarding
Psychologists burn out. Our office advised that at this time we would not be able to add the suggested request to our website and application until further notice. 

Dr. Auble also requested a list of new licensees in reference to old meeting minutes that previously listed the names of new licensees. TPA would like a list of new licenses and any contact information if allowed. Ms. Wilson stated the contact information of new licensees could not be released, outside of the publicly available practice information or through a public records request.

Dr. Spica motioned that the Board staff share a list of ongoing ratification of licensees to TPA. Ms. Townsend seconded the motion, and it passed. 

Dr. Auble would like to collect the amount of exam attempts added to the demographic section of the exam obtained from applicants who sit for the test as the final requirement for licensure. Ms. Wilson agreed that our office will start to collect the requested exam attempts, along with standing demographic information requested from applicants moving forward after today’s meeting.

TCAF UPDATE FROM DR. BRIAN WIND

There is no update from TCAF for this meeting.

CONSIDER APPROVAL FOR ATTENDANCE AT UPCOMING CONFERENCES(S)

The Board agreed to send two (2) Board members, one (1) administrator, and one (1) legal representative to the annual ASPPB meeting. Dr. Spica made a motion to send two (2) individuals to the FARB meeting. Ms. Townsend seconded the motion, and it passed. 

PRESENTATION OF DISCIPLINARY ORDERS

There were no disciplinary orders presented at this meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no additional public comment.

The meeting adjourned at 12:43pm CST.

Health Licensure & Regulation • 665 Mainstream Drive, 2-301 • Nashville, TN 37243 Tel: 615-741-4554 • Fax: 615-532-5542 • tn.gov/health

10

image1.png
Department of
.Health





