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TENNESSEE BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICAL EXAMINERS
April 24, 2026


MINUTES


The virtual Board meeting of the Tennessee Board of Podiatric Medical Examiners was called to order at 1:27 p.m., by Ms. Candyce Wilson, Board Director.


Board members present:	Bhekumuzi Khumalo, D.P.M
	 Christopher G. Frazier, D.P.M.
						Chad Webster, D.P.M.
Aaron Sorenson, Board Member

 Board Member(s) Absent:    	Vacant, Board Member
Vacant, Consumer Member

 Staff present:	Ashley Fine, Deputy General Counsel
	Candyce Wilson, Unit 1 Board Director 
	Jeffrey Stewart, Board Administrator
	Alexis Whitaker, Administrative Director
	
CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY REVIEW

Ms. Ashley Fine with the Office of General Counsel reviewed the conflict-of-interest policy and there were no questions. No conflict of interests were declared.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Board members reviewed the meeting minutes from January 14, 2026. Dr. Khumalo motioned to approve the minutes. Dr. Frazier seconded the motion, and it passed. 

OFFICE OF INVESTIGATION

Ms. Barbara Smith, with the Office of Investigations, presented the report. For the 2026 report there have been 3 complaints opened and 2 complaints closed. For the 2 complaints which were closed, 1 was closed with no action and the other was closed with a letter of concern. As for the 3 complaints that were open, all 3 were for unprofessional conduct. No complaints involved Orthotists, Prosthetists, Pedorthists, or X-Ray Operators. There were no questions.

FISCAL REPORT

Ms. Pricila Hernandez, Accounting Manager for the Division, presented the mid-year 2026 financial report covering July 1, 2025, through December 31, 2025. Payroll expenditures were $16,655.80, total other expenditures were $8,611.43 and total allocated expenditures were $20,932.87. Total expenditure was $46,210.10; board fee revenue was $47,310.92. The totals put the board in a positive net of $1,110.82. The current reserve balance for the board is $172,848.16. Ms. Hernandez advised that a fee change proposal may be presented at a future meeting depending on year-end financial outcomes.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE REPORT

Mr. Jeffrey Stewart presented the Administrative Office Report. As of April 23, 2026, there were 320 licensed Podiatrist, 84 licensed Podiatric X-Ray Operators, 145 licensed Orthotist, 147 licensed Prosthetist and 34 licensed Pedorthist. Since the last Podiatry board meeting there have been 1 newly licensed Podiatrist, 1 newly certified Podiatric X-Ray Operators, 8 newly licensed Orthotist, 5 newly licensed Prosthetist and 0 newly licensed Pedorthist. Since the last Podiatry board meeting there has been 0 reinstated Podiatrist, 2 reinstated Podiatric X-Ray Operators, 1 reinstated Orthotist, 1 reinstated Prosthetist and 0 reinstated Pedorthist. Since the last Podiatry board meeting there have been 36 renewals for Podiatrist with 27 of those renewals completed online, 8 renewals for Certified X-Ray Operators with 4 of those renewals online, 19 renewals for Orthotist with 15 of those renewals online, 18 renewals for Prosthetist with 17 of those renewals online and 4 renewals for Pedorthist with 3 of those renewals online. Since the last Podiatry board meeting there has been 0 retired Podiatrist, 0 retired Certified X-Ray Operator, 0 retired Orthotist, 0 retired Prosthetist and 0 retired Pedorthist. Since the last Podiatry board meeting there have been 5 expired licensed Podiatrist, 5 expired Certified X-Ray Operators, 3 expired licensed Orthotist, 3 expired licensed Prosthetist and 1 expired licensed Pedorthist. The board was reminded of the importance of maintaining quorum for future meetings due to current vacancies. The 2026 meeting dates were confirmed.


OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL

Ms. Ashley Fine presented the Office of General Counsel Report. Ms. Fine reviewed the Open Meetings Act. The amendments which the board voted on at a previous meeting are in internal review. There are no pending appeals for board action. There are no cases open with the Office of General Counsel. The disciplinary coordinator for Podiatry is monitoring 3 licensees for reprimand, 2 licensees for revocation/surrender, and 1 licensee on a conditional license.

CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS

No applications were presented for consideration.

CONSIDERATION OF CORRESPONDENCE

Ms. Melissa Carro, of the Tennessee Medical Association presented information regarding a free two-hour opioid prescribing continuing education course available to Tennessee prescribers through the Tennessee Foundation for Quality Patient Healthcare. The course meets Tennessee opioid prescribing guideline requirements, provides two hours of continuing education credit, available online free of charge, and may be completed in multiple sessions. Board discussion focused on improving awareness among podiatrists regarding approved opioid prescribing continuing education opportunities. Ms. Ashley Fine reviewed statutory and rule provisions regarding opioid prescribing CE requirements and discussed posting approved resources on the Board’s website. Dr. Webster made a motion to approve the course as acceptable for the required two-hour opioid prescribing continuing education requirements and approve posting approved course resources on the Board’s website. Dr. Frazier seconded the motion, and it passed.
CONDUCT NEW BUSINESS

Ratification of New Licensees and Reinstatements

The Board reviewed the ratification list included in the meeting materials. Dr. Webster made a motion to ratify all newly issued licenses for Podiatrists, X-Ray Operators, Orthotists, Prosthetists, and Pedorthists. Dr. Frazier seconded the motion, and it passed. Dr. Webster made a motion to ratify all newly issued reinstatements for Podiatrists, X-Ray Operators, Orthotists, Prosthetists, and Pedorthists. Dr. Khumalo seconded the motion, and it passed.
Discuss Legislation

Ms. Fine stated that there will be one legislative topic which will be discussed at the end of the legal discussion.

RULEMAKING DISCUSSION

Review of Rule Chapter 1155-02 Revisions

Ms. Ashley Fine led an extensive review of proposed revisions to Rule Chapter 1155-02. Ms. Fine explained that many revisions were intended to streamline the rules by removing language already contained in statute and consolidating definitions into one section. She noted that several provisions being removed were either duplicative, procedural, or better suited for future policy discussions. The Board reviewed revisions related to qualifications for licensure, application procedures, fees, examinations, reinstatement, continuing education, academic licensure, and locum tenens licensure. Ms. Fine explained that many changes reflected current practices, including the Board’s use of national examinations rather than Board-administered examinations. Discussion occurred regarding examination retakes and whether applicants should be limited in the number of attempts permitted. Dr. Webster reported that the national podiatry examination allows unlimited attempts within an eight-year period following residency graduation. The Board agreed that no additional limitations were necessary at this time. Dr. Webster made a motion to approve the amendment to Rule 1155-02-.08(3)(f). Dr. Frazier seconded the motion, and it passed. The Board also reviewed revisions concerning reinstatement of licenses, continuing education requirements, audit procedures, academic licensure terminology, advisory rulings, and updates to legal citations. Ms. Fine explained that several changes were made to align the rules with current statutes and department-wide rulemaking efforts. Following discussion, Ms. Fine requested a final vote adopting the revisions to Chapter 1155-02, including the previously approved amendment to Rule 1155-02-.08. Dr. Webster made a motion to accept the changes to Chapter 1155-02, which includes accepting the change to Rule 1155-02-.08(3)(f). Dr. Frazier seconded the motion, and it passed.

Review of Rule Chapter 1155-04 Revisions

Ms. Ashley Fine reviewed proposed revisions to Chapter 1155-04, explaining that many highlighted sections were being removed because the language duplicated existing statutes. Discussion focused on residency registration requirements, continuing education provisions, reinstatement procedures, and exemptions related to orthotic and prosthetic practice. Mr. Aaron Sorensen raised concerns regarding mobile services and whether current language requiring services to be provided in a facility could create issues for practitioners working in home or skilled nursing settings. Ms. Fine advised that additional legal review would be necessary and suggested the matter could later be addressed through policy clarification or future rulemaking. Additional revisions discussed included consolidating continuing education language for reinstated retired and expired licenses, clarifying requirements for revoked licenses, removing unnecessary reinstatement fees, updating language related to over-the-counter, prefabricated, and custom fabricated orthotic devices, and revising references to exemptions contained within statute. The Board discussed residency registration requirements for orthotists and prosthetists. The Board and Ms. Fine discussed modifying the proposed residency registration form to clearly identify the type of residency program and anticipated completion dates. Dr. Webster made a motion to adopt the proposed revisions to Chapter 1155-04, including the additional amendments discussed during the meeting. Mr. Sorenson seconded the motion, and it passed.

Discuss Legislation

Ms. Ashley Fine discussed recently passed legislation expanding podiatric scope of practice. Ms. Ashley Fine informed the Board that Public Chapter 675 amended the podiatry statute to extend treatment authority further proximally below the knee. She advised that several Board rules would need to be updated to reflect the statutory changes and planned to prepare draft amendments for review at the next meeting.

DISCIPLINARY ORDER(S)

Agreed Citation(s)
Corey Gee, Orthotist (license # 124) – was not present before the Board and Ms. Wilson presented the order. The Respondent was found to be practicing on a lapsed license for (five) 5 months. The Respondent signed the citation and paid the civil penalties. Dr. Webster made a motion to approve the agreed citation. Mr. Sorenson seconded the motion, and it passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no public comments.

ADJOURNMENT

Dr. Webster made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Sorenson seconded the motion, and it passed.
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