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Name of Board: Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counselors
Date of Meeting: April 24, 2026
Time: 9am, Central
Place: Tennessee Office of Health Professional Boards
665 Mainstream Drive
Nashville, TN 37243
This was a virtual meeting.
Members Present
· Dr. Mark Loftis, Board Chair
· Mr. Norman Miller, Board Member 
· Ms. Britney Baker, Board Secretary
Members Absent
· Vacant Board Member
· Vacant Board Member
Staff Present
· Candyce Wilson, Board Director
· Alexis Whitaker, Administrative Director
· Mark Waters, Associate General Counsel
·  Jeffrey Stewart, Board Administrator

1. Call to Order
· Presiding Officer: Dr. Mark Loftis
· Time: 9:07 am

2. Conflict of Interest Policy Review
Mark Waters reviewed the “Conflict of Interest Policy.” A circumstance in which a Board member’s individual interest impairs or impedes, or gives the appearance of impairing or impeding, his or her ability to make full, unbiased decisions or to provide full, unbiased service to the Board.

3. Approval of Minutes
Britney Baker made a motion, seconded by Norman Miller to approve the meeting minutes from the January 23, 2026, meeting. The motion carried. Britney Baker made a motion, seconded by Norman Miller to approve the meeting minutes from the March 20, 2026, emergency meeting. The motion carried.

4. Presentations to the Board
· Investigations
Ms. Barbara Smith, with the Office of Investigations, presented the report. For the 2026 report there have been 7 new complaints opened, and 1 complaint has been closed. The 1 complaint was closed with no action. As far as complaints that were opened this year, 6 were for unprofessional conduct, and 1 for practicing beyond the scope.
· Financial
Ms. Pricila Hernandez, Accounting Manager of HLR Division, presented the fiscal report. Ms. Hernandez discussed the mid-year 2026 financial report. Payroll expenditures were $23,234.56, total other expenditures were $6,131.98, and total allocated expenditures were $25,037.95. The total expenditure was $54,404.49, and total board fees were $46,495.00. There is a negative change in position of -$7,909.49. The reserve balance was $132,467.41. Ms. Hernandez explained that the board’s direct expenditure is in line with previous fiscal years. Ms. Hernandez presented a pie chart that displayed the revenue sources for mid-year 2026. Renewals represented approximately 75% of revenue. Applications accounted for approximately 18.15% of revenue. Licensure fees accounted for approximately 3.63% of revenue. The previously proposed fee increase rule packet was withdrawn because projected reserve balances would increase too quickly. Year end financials will be reviewed at the fall meeting. Staff will continue to monitor finances and may revisit a fee proposal after year end fiscal year 2026 results.
· Administrative Report
Mr. Jeffrey Stewart presented the Administrative Office Report. To date, there are currently 631 active licenses; 143 level I, 488 level II, and 148 QCS. Applications from January 22, 2026-April 23, 2026, there were 8 level 1 applications, 9 level II applications, 4 reciprocity applications, 0 reinstatement applications. There has been a total of 21 new licensees, and 1 new QCS. Since the last board meeting there have been 60 renewal applications of which 48 were online, 4 expired licenses, and 0 retired licenses. Meeting dates for 2026 are July 24, 2026, and October 23, 2026. The board members agreed to make July 24, 2026, an in person board meeting.
· Office of General Counsel
Mr. Mark Waters presented the Office of General Counsel Report. The Office of General Counsel currently has five (5) open complaints against five (5) of the board’s licensees. Currently, there are no licenses being monitored. The previous rulemaking package remains in process.

5. Consideration of Application
Patrick Ramsey, Level 1 by reciprocity applicant, called in and appeared virtually to the board meeting. Norman Miller made a motion, seconded by Britney Baker to approve Mr. Ramsey’s reciprocity application contingent upon passing the national examination. After discussion and counsel review, the motion failed. Britney Baker made a motion, seconded by Norman Miller to allow Mr. Ramsey to withdraw his reciprocity application rather than receive a denial. The motion carried.
6. New Business
· Ratify Applications for Licensure
All applications have been reviewed by at least one Board member and comes with a recommendation for licensure based on passage of the written examination or application by reciprocity or reinstatement. Britney Baker made a motion, seconded by Norman Miller to ratify the following written exam applicants for licensure. The motion carried.

Ratification List of Applicants that have passed the Written Examination
Level One
1) Amy Segerson-Lv. 1
2) Renee Grimes-Lv. 1
3) Robyn Cuzzone-Lv. 1
4) Taylor Flanagan-Lv. 1
5) Thomas Sweetman-Lv. 1

Level Two
1) Jessica Holler-Lv. 2
2) Kassandra Swager-Trobaugh-Lv. 2

Norman Miller made a motion, seconded by Britney Baker to ratify the following reciprocity applicants. The motion carried.

Ratification List of Applicants for Reciprocity
Level Two
1) Beth Menges-Lv. 2
2) Ila Gray-Lv. 2

· Discuss and Consider Continuing Education Approval
Jessica Hirsch submitted an educational event endorsement request. Britney Baker made a motion, seconded by Norman Miller to approve the educational event endorsement request. The motion carried.

Kate Parsons submitted an educational event endorsement request. Norman Miller made a motion, seconded by Britney Baker to approve the educational event endorsement request. The motion carried.

Antwon Bailey submitted an educational event endorsement request. Britney Baker made a motion, seconded by Norman Miller to approve the educational event endorsement request. The motion carried.

7. Legislative Update
Dr. Loftis informed the Board that proposed legislation affecting the Board’s structure had been introduced during the legislative session. The proposal was removed from the bill; however, members were advised that similar legislation may be revisited in future sessions.

8. Presentation of Disciplinary Orders
No Disciplinary Orders

9. Public Comment
No Public Comment

10. Adjournment
· Motion to Adjourn: Britney Baker
· Second: Norman Miller
· Adjourned: 10:30 am

665 Mainstream Drive • Nashville, TN 37243 Tel: 615-741-5735• tn.gov/health 

image1.png
Department of

‘Health




