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TENNESSEE BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICAL EXAMINERS
February 28, 2025


MINUTES


The regular Board meeting of the Tennessee Board of Podiatric Medical Examiners was called to order at 9:00 a.m. in the Poplar Room, Ground Floor, Metro Center Complex, 665 Mainstream Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37243 by Dr. Bhekumuzi Khumalo, Board Chair.


Board members present:	Bhekumuzi Khumalo, D.P.M
	 Christopher G. Frazier, D.P.M.
						Chad Webster, D.P.M.
Aaron Sorenson, Board Member

Board Member(s) Absent:    	Kelly Bumpus D.P.M.
Vacant, Consumer Member

Staff present:	Ashley Fine, Deputy General Counsel 
	Candyce Wilson, Board Director 
	Jeffrey Stewart, Board Administrator
	

CONFLICT OF INTERESTED POLICY REVIEW

Ms. Ashley Fine with the Office of General Counsel reviewed the conflict-of-interest policy and there were no questions.

DISCUSS AND VOTE ON FUTURE CONTESTED CASE HEARING DATES

The Board discussed optional meeting dates to hear a future contested case. The Board members presented confirmed that they would submit their unavailability to Jeffrey Stewart by Friday, March 7, 2025, for this contested case hearing.

DISCIPLINARY ORDER(S)

Agreed Order(s)
Claire Bello, DPM (license # 637) – was not present before the Board. The order was presented by Mr. Justin Harleman, representing the State. The facts stipulated are grounds for discipline. The order shall place the respondent on probation for no less than six (6) months with additional terms to meet. The respondent must pay a civil penalty of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and all reasonable costs of the case. The respondent understands this is formal disciplinary action and will be reported to the National Practitioner Data Bank. Dr. Chad Webster motioned to approve this order. Dr. Christopher Frazier seconded the motion, and it passed.

Consent Order(s)
James Harris, DPM (license # 646) – was not present before the Board and Mr. Gerard Dolan represented the State. The facts stipulated are grounds for discipline. This order shall have the respondent voluntarily surrender his Podiatrist license. The respondent will pay the costs of the case up to three thousand dollars ($3,000.00). Dr. Webster motioned to approve this order. Dr. Frazier seconded the motion, and it passed.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Dr. Bhekumuzi Khumalo made a motion, seconded by Dr. Frazier to nominate Dr. Chad Webster as chair. The motion carried. Dr. Chad Webster made a motion, seconded by Aaron Sorenson to nominate Dr. Christopher Frazier as Board Secretary. The motion carried. Both members will assume their new positions at the next meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Board members reviewed the meeting minutes from August 9, 2024. Dr. Christopher Frazier motioned to approve the minutes. Dr. Webster seconded the motion, and it passed. 

REPORT FROM THE OFFICE OF INVESTIGATIONS
Ms. Barbara Granum reported for 2024. There were twenty-one (21) complaints open and twenty-four (24) closed. There were two (2) closed for insufficient evidence, one (1) closed with no violation, five (5) referred to the office of general counsel, fourteen (14) complaints closed with no action, one (1) closed with letter of concern and one (1) closed with a letter of warning. Ms. Barbara Granum reported for 2025 thus far, there were four (4) complaints open and three (3) closed. There were three (3) closed for insufficient evidence.

FISCAL REPORT
Ms. Noranda French, Interim Fiscal Director, reviewed the 2024 end of year fiscal report. Payroll expenditures closed at $18,361.00. Total other expenditures below the line were $10,581.00. Total allocated expenditures were $74,100.00. Total expenditures for fiscal year 2024 were $103,043.00 with Board fee revenue at $86,042.00, the board closed in the red at $17,000.00. The revenue carryover balance decreased to $189,074.00.

Ms. French reviewed the breakdown in salaries and benefits totaling $18,361.00. Ms. French reviewed the below the line expenditures such as communication, professional services, supplies, materials and State Services totaling $10,581.00. Ms. French reviewed the allocated expenditures which include administrative services, legal services and technology services totaling $74,100.00. 

Ms. French provided more information that total expenses were lower than 2023. Also, in 2024, 81% of the board’s revenue is coming from renewals. Ms. French stated a policy that the board will bill apprised if the revenue is two times greater than their expenditures for two consecutive fiscal years and if revenue exceeds two times the 3 years average of operating expenditures. The Podiatry Board does not exceed the limits of the policy.

Ms. French reviewed a mid-year snapshot, numbers were accurate up to February 26, 2025. Payroll costs were at $16,217.00. Total below the line expenditures were at $7,525.00. Allocated expenditures were at $50,912.00. Total expenditures to date were at $74,655.00. The current revenue was at $46,234.00. Ms. French stated that the numbers presented were corrected and accurate. 

Ms. French provided data of 2023 numbers compared to 2024 numbers. Ms. French explained technological advancements and upgrading the Licensure and Regulatory System are upcoming costs to anticipate.	

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE REPORT
The Board reviewed and heard the current Board Administrative Office report. As of February 27, 2025 there are 328 licensed Podiatrists, 105 licensed podiatric x-ray operators, 142 licensed Orthotists, 146 licensed Prosthetists, and 38 licensed Pedorthist. There are 10 new licensed Podiatrist, 8 new certified x-ray operators, 7 new Orthotist, 6 new Prosthetist and 4 new Pedorthist.
Ms. Wilson discussed that approval notices expire after 6 months and new approval notices had to be distributed because too much time had passed since the last board meeting. 

Upcoming meeting dates are May 23, 2025, August 15, 2025, and November 14, 2025.

Ms. Wilson stated that any applicants coming in person to complete their application, speak to an administrator or pay a fee, will be required to have an appointment.

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL REPORT
Ms. Ashley Fine with the Office of General Counsel (“OGC”) presented the OGC report. Ms. Fine stated the Opens Meeting Act. The Office of General Counsel will provide an update to the Board pertaining to 2021 Public Chapter 328. There are no pending appeals from Board action and no civil suits. The Office of General Counsel currently has six (5) open cases against respondents, including three cases against Podiatrists, one (1) case against a X-Ray Operator, and one (1) case against an Orthotist. There was one (1) consent order and (1) agreed citation presented at this meeting. The disciplinary coordinator is monitoring (3) licenses for reprimand and (5) licensees for revocation surrender.


ADVISORY RULING
Ms. Fine presented the advisory ruling request for Dr. Robert Spalding. Dr. Spalding requested if as a Podiatric physician he may use self-administered automatic Nitronox Injections in his podiatry practice. Ms. Fine and the board members had a discussion regarding the request. Dr. Webster made a motion to accept the letter from Ms. Fine denying Dr. Spalding’s request to use Nitronox Injections. Dr. Frazier seconded the motion, and it passed.

CONDUCT NEW BUSINESS

Ratification of New Licensees
Dr. Webster made a motion to approve the newly licensed applicants under this Board. Dr. Frazier seconded the motion, and it passed.	

Update on Taskforce Pursuant to 2024 PC 1042 
Ms. Fine explained that the taskforce met twice and discussed how the statute should be incorporated into a rule. The public chapter gave authority to the taskforce to conduct the rulemaking hearing. The taskforce will conduct the rulemaking hearing. Once the rule has passed it will go through a process after the rulemaking hearing. When the rule becomes effective it will become effective in each rule chapter. The process is currently in internal review.

Discuss and Consider TCA § 63-9-109
Dr. Webster discussed that all Podiatry residencies are currently 3-year programs. A residency program must be completed to become eligible for licensure. Ms. Fine and the board members held a conversation about Podiatry residencies. The board members believe the statute is clear in the requirements.

Discuss and Consider 2021 PC328
· Ms. Fine discussed rule changes to rule chapter 1155-03. Dr. Webster made a motion to accept changes made on chapter 1155-03. Dr. Frazier seconded the motion, and it passed. 
· Ms. Fine discussed rule changes to rule chapter 1155-04. Dr. Webster made a motion to approve rules with discussed changes on chapter 1155-04. Dr. Frazier seconded the motion, and it passed. 
· Ms. Fine discussed rule changes to rule chapter 1155-02. Dr. Webster made a motion to accept the rule changes on chapter 1155-02. Dr. Frazier seconded the motion, and it passed.

Review and Consider Action on Existing Board Policies
Ms. Fine referred to the Lapsed License Policy, the CE Policy, Chronic Pain Guidelines, Military Policy and the use of Hyperbaric Oxygen Policy. Ms. Fine realized that the board had effectively handled the board policies previously.

Agreed Citations(s)
Donna Taylor, X-Ray Operator (license # 134) - was not present before the Board and Ms. Wilson presented the order. The Respondent was found to be practicing on a lapsed license for two (2) months. The Respondent signed the order and paid the civil penalties. Dr. Webster made a motion to ratify the citation. Dr. Frazier seconded the motion, and it passed.

Adjournment
Dr. Frazier motioned to adjourn the meeting. Dr. Webster seconded the motion, and it passed.
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