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Professional Art Therapist Advisory Committee Meeting
Monday, December 1, 2025


MINUTES


The regular Committee meeting of the Tennessee Professional Art Therapist Advisory Committee Meeting was called to order at 09:04 a.m., via Webex Webinar, by Candyce Wilson, Unit 1 Director.  
	
Board members present: 	Catherine Harris, Chair
Rachel Murphy Norman
Paige Scheinberg

Board member(s) absent: 	None

Staff present:			Katherine Trawick, JD, General Counsel
Candyce Wilson, Unit 1 Director


All requirements for a virtual meeting were met. 

Fiscal Office

Matt McSpadden, Health Related Boards Fiscal Director, introduced himself to the Committee members and provided an update from the fiscal office. Mr. McSpadden reviewed the Fiscal Year- End 2025 report. Additionally, he provided a fiscal report outlining the projected revenue and expenditures for upcoming fiscal years as the Committee works towards building their reserve balance and meeting self-sufficiency requirements. The Committee is projected to earn a thirty-two-thousand-dollar ($32,000) revenue influx once licensure begins. Mr. McSpadden affirmed the current fee structure set in the pending rules will be sufficient to support the Committee in building their revenue over the next several years. Depending on how the profession grows, expenses increase or decrease the Committee can revisit the fee structure in several years to determine if an increase or decrease is appropriate. At this time, no recommendations were made to adjust the proposed fee structure, and the Committee can anticipate mid-year and year-end reports from the fiscal office moving forward.

Fee Structure in the Current Pending Rules

Licensed Associate Art Therapist Fee Schedule
Application Fee - $150.00
License Fee - $100.00
Replacement License Fee - $25.00
State Regulatory Fee - $10

Licensed Professional Art Therapist Fee Schedule
Application Fee - $250.00
License Fee - $100.00
Biennial License Renewal - $300.00
Late Renewal Fee - $100.00
Reinstatement Fee - $100.00
Replacement License Fee - $25.00
State Regulatory Fee - $10.00

Upgrade Licensure Fee Schedule
Application Fee - $50.00
License Fee - $50.00
State Regulatory Fee - $10.00

Approval of Minutes

After review and consideration, Ms. Harris motioned to approve the December 19, 2022, and May 15, 2023, meeting minutes. Ms. Norman seconded the motion, and it passed by roll call vote.

Promulgating Rules

Telehealth Section – the Committee recognized that this section would elaborate on best practices for utilizing telehealth. After review of the current proposed language, two additions were made.
1. Language was added to ensure art therapists inquire about a client’s access to art supplies
2. Language was added to ensure art therapists verify the client’s identity, physical location and have access to a call back number.


Client Records – the Committee recognized this section will only address client records and there is another section in the rules which addresses displaying client artwork. 

[bookmark: _Hlk215479031]Definitions – Part of the Approved Supervisor definition was updated to correctly label the art therapy credentialed supervisor (ATCS) title. Additionally, all other acronyms were added where it applies.

Necessity of Licensure – Reviewed and updated use of terms which cannot be used unless properly licensed in Tennessee based on TCA 63-11-408.
[bookmark: _Hlk215482344]Qualifications for Licensure – 

[bookmark: _Hlk215482352]The word “equivalent” was removed and the words licensed creative art therapist was added in its place when referring to the credential and/or licensure type of the instructor that is required for someone who attended a program equivalent to an art therapy program.  

All coursework completed, in a non-art therapy program, must include specific subject areas, stated in the rules, and the total hours must be a minimum of thirty (30) graduate credit hours.

If an individual has the ATR-P and has not completed their hours they must apply for the LAAT.

[bookmark: _Hlk215483020]Endorsement – the pathway to licensure by endorsement, as stated in the statute, requires someone to qualify in Tennessee based on the other states standards being not less stringent than our current standards. 

Reciprocity – this only applies if the Committee enters into a reciprocal agreement with another state.

Endorsement continued – the Committee discussed more on what documents should be submitted when someone applies for licensure with this pathway.

The Committee took a recess for lunch and called the meeting back to order at 1:09am CT.

Endorsement continued – a requirement was added to submit proof that the applicant resides or is employed in Tennessee and language was cleaned up to make it clear we only need proof of one active state license requirements that are equivalent or more stringent than Tennessee requirements.

[bookmark: _Hlk215489575]Upgrade from associate licensure to full art therapist licensure – language was added to make it clear that an applicant upgrading from before holding an associate license for two years may be request an exception to that rule if they started their postgraduate hours prior to these rules or the applicant began supervised experience in another state.

Fees – discussion on removing the reinstatement fee, an applicant reinstating their license would pay a renewal fee if their license was voluntarily retired or a renewal fee and late renewal fee if their license was expired.

Examination – discussion and clarity that not all applicants for licensure will need state approval to sit for the ATCB exam and review of the drafted rules to ensure it is understandable, and we will ensure the application instructions add more support in understanding this process.


Approval of Draft Rules

After the Committee completed a full review of the rules, Ms. Scheinberg motioned to approve these rules as written, except for renumbering and any non-substantive changes required from the Office of General Counsel. Ms. Norman seconded the motion, and it passed by roll call vote.

Upcoming Meetings
The Committee will set a meeting at least by April of 2026 and again in September of 2026. The Committee is required to meet at least two times per year. However, the Committee will schedule additional dates as necessary to conduct any required Committee business. 

Website Update
Ms. Scheinberg requested an update to the website to indicate the Committee has voted on the rules today. However, the rules will now go through the internal review process, and we won’t have an expected timeline to announce.

Public Comment

There were no requests for a public comment for today’s meeting.


The meeting adjourned at 3:03pm CST.
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