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Professional Art Therapist Advisory Committee Meeting
Monday, May 15, 2023


MINUTES


The regular Committee meeting of the Tennessee Professional Art Therapist Advisory Committee Meeting was called to order at 09:07 a.m. in the Poplar Room, Ground Floor, Metro Center Complex, 665 Mainstream Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37243 by Candyce Wilson, Committee Director.  
	
Board members present: 	Catherine Harris
Rachel Murphy Norman
Paige Scheinberg (virtual)

Board member(s) absent: 	None

Staff present:			Candyce Wilson, Unit 1 Director
Michael Varnell, JD, General Counsel
Dale Hill, Board Administrator


Ms. Wilson recognized that Mr. Tyler Kirby, the Advocacy and Public Affairs Manager with the Art Therapy Association, is virtually present at the meeting.

Mr. Michael Varnell, Advisory Attorney, stated the intent of today's meeting would be to approve an initial draft of rules. He then reminded the Committee about the next steps to the rulemaking process. Once the rulemaking hearing is set notice will be available on our website and sent via email to the art therapy association and anyone else of interest based on who the Committee alerts the administrative office to notify.

Promulgating Rules

The Committee members worked through a set of draft rules provided by Mr. Varnell.

Ms. Harris asked for clarification on rule language that references someone exempted from licensure. Mr. Varnell noted this references TCA 63-11-410, where the statute exempts someone who is a student enrolled in a graduate program in art therapy that was approved by the advisory committee.

Ms. Harris inquired about this rule language: Procedures for Licensure – Licensure Criteria: to prove the applicant is 21 years of age and asks for a birth certificate. She requested if other documents are allowed to prove age. Ms. Wilson noted it would be helpful if we could accept their passport copy as well. Mr. Varnell stated he would look into whether making that change is permitted.

Discussion was held on the requirements of submitting proof of ongoing supervision for associate licensed therapists. Ms. Harris stated that the Art Therapy Credentials Board has a form that is required and would be acceptable as proof of ongoing supervision for this type of license.

Discussion was held on the different fees received for a reinstatement of licensure application. The applicant would pay one renewal fee and a state regulatory fee if their license was voluntarily retired or they would pay one renewal fee, one late renewal fee and a state regulatory fee if their license was expired.  

Ms. Scheinberg asked if the associate license is required or optional. Currently, Mr. Varnell reports the associate license is optional. 

Discussion was held on the process for application review, approval and Committee ratification of licensure. 

Additionally, discussion was held on adding language about a grace period to renew late. Further clarification was provided on how licensees will receive one notice to renew ninety (90) days prior to their license expiration date.

Discussion was held on whether proof of continued Art Therapy Credentials Board certification was required to renew a license. It was stated there is no requirement to maintain certification to renew the license. However, submitting proof of certification is an initial licensure pathway that is built to make obtaining initial licensure easier. 

Discussion was held on what reinstatement standards should be in place with consideration that the licensee may have been out of practice for any number of years. Ms. Scheinberg stated the Credentials Board currently requires a letter from a certified art therapist that is aware of the applicant’s current competence. 

The Committee continued to work through the sections of the draft rules to include the sections on civil penalties, committee meetings, and consultants. Discussion was held on how the Committee will need to identify a consultant to review investigative complaints. Ms. Harris discussed how the Committee members will be able to act on matters if the profession is small. Ms. Wilson informed the Committee there is a Conflict-of-Interest Policy that the attorney will review at every meeting and will help the members understand when they should recuse themselves due to a conflict. 

The Committee reviewed the current draft continuing education rules. Ms. Wilson provided clarity on the normal continuing education audit process. The Committee members discussed the credentialing body continuing education requirements. Ms. Harris stated the statute was written out to only require forty hours, to account for there only being a two-year cycle; whereas art therapists who are nationally certified would renew their certification every five years with having one hundred (100) hours completed. The Committee worked through the continuing education draft rules and made some other minor changes. Ms. Wilson outlined the standard process for a licensee who is found non-compliant with their continuing education audit and the Committee is comfortable with the rules being written based on the standard process.

The Committee will take more time to review the continuing education section based on the requirements provided by the art therapy credentials certification board. Additionally, the Committee is interested in adding rules that allow Committee members to earn 

The Committee members discussed reinstatement of licensure requirements. The Committee will look further into some examples from other professions before deciding. 

Mr. Varnell will add a rule section about reciprocity. Further discussion was held on the statutory language which requires someone to be residing in Tennessee to qualify for licensure by reciprocity. If the applicant is not residing in Tennessee, then they could still apply the traditional pathway. 

Ms. Wilson inquired about whether a supervision section would be necessary. Ms. Scheinberg noted that the rules don’t currently list the required one hundred (100) supervision hours. Ms. Harris suggested a supervision section could be created and utilize the standards of the art therapy credentials board. However, concern was raised about what changes would be required in the future if the credentials board makes changes. 

Ms. Scheinberg inquired about the timeline of someone holding an associate license. Mr. Varnell stated without the statutory authority to limit the length of the associate license then the Committee would not be able to add that into rules. 

Ms. Scheinberg motioned for Ms. Harris to serve as the Chair and Ms. Norman seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Ms. Norman motioned to approve the modified draft rules discussed today. Ms. Harris seconded the motion, and it carried.

Ms. Harris commented that the following sections will be further researched before the next meeting: reinstatement, supervision requirements, and acceptable continuing education.

Mr. Varnell requested the Committee to appoint one member to assist him with rule modifications. Ms. Scheinberg will serve in that role. If they meet and modify rules, Ms. Scheinberg requested that Mr. Varnell communicate the changes discussed by the two of them to the other Committee members.

The Committee decided to schedule their next meetings for Monday, August 28th and November 6th, 2023.

There were no public comment requests for this meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 1:42pm CT.
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