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Professional Art Therapist Advisory Committee Meeting
Monday, August 28, 2023


MINUTES


The regular Committee meeting of the Tennessee Professional Art Therapist Advisory Committee Meeting was called to order at 09:05 a.m. in the Poplar Room, Ground Floor, Metro Center Complex, 665 Mainstream Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37243 by Catherine Harris, Committee Chair.  
	
Board members present: 	Catherine Harris, Chair
Paige Scheinberg (virtual)
Rachel Murphy Norman

Board member(s) absent: 	None

Staff present:			Michael Varnell, JD, General Counsel
Candyce Wilson, Committee Director 


Ms. Harris made the Committee members aware that a Government Operations sunset hearing will be held on September 19, 2023. Based on her discussion with the legislative office, it sounds as though this hearing will just allow for an update on the progress of the rules. This is not to vote on extending the Committee, that will happen again in 2024. Ms. Harris was advised that her role will be to speak to the profession about the nature of the work and the projection of potential licensure numbers. Ms. Rachel Murphy Norman suggested Tennessee Art Therapy Association (“TATA”) sending out another survey would be a good idea to get an idea as to how many people are intending to seek licensure and to collect information about the different types of clinical settings art therapists are working in. Ms. Paige Scheinberg helped facilitate the first survey and will assist in creating this new survey. 

A discussion was held to confirm that art therapist practitioners are allowed to continue practicing without a license in Tennessee. Currently, the Committee is drafting the rules and has not started issuing licensure. The Committee requested to update their website which articulates this matter. 

Ms. Harris will reach out to TATA and consider hosting an information session with Ms. Wilson and only one Committee member in attendance.

Rule Drafting

The Committee went through the current draft rule packet by section.
Definitions – no changes proposed.

Scope of Practice – no changes proposed.

Necessity of Licensure – remove the word “analysis” since that does not apply to this profession.

Qualifications for Licensure – Ms. Harris requested to make changes here to make the supervision hour requirements clearer. Mr. Varnell will modify the language to where there is a paragraph about the direct client hours required and then add a paragraph about the supervision hours required. There will be different hours required depending on the level of education received. 

Ms. Wilson inquired about the need for a rule outlining the minimum ratio for direct client hours to supervision hours. Typically, it takes someone two (2) years to complete all supervision and clinical hours. For every ten (10) hours of client contact there would be one (1) hour of supervision. In the next section of the rules, if there is a pathway to licensure which requires the Committee to verify supervision hours then we will need clear language as to what is an acceptable ratio and/or time to have completed those hours.

Procedures for Licensure – 
1. Ms. Harris inquired if this language, “submitting a copy of a birth certificate or equivalent”, would allow for our office to submit. Submitting a birth certificate is standard language for rules but Mr. Varnell will investigate this further on whether it’s permitted to allow just a driver’s license and/or passport to verify proof of age. There is already additional language in the rules that requires proof of entitlement to work in the U.S. if you were not born in the U.S.
2. Ms. Harris inquired about the rule language which requires proof of an applicant’s art therapy board certification to be submitted directly to our office by the art therapy credentialing board. To avoid delays in receipt of that information, it was recommended that this information be provided by the applicant and confirmed from the credentialing board website, which will be primary source information. The rule language has been modified to allow the applicant to submit a copy of their certificate to show their credentialing number and expiration date.
3. Discussion was held that someone would need a current ATRBC to apply for licensure. 
4. Associate licensure applicants would be required to submit a form to verify proof of supervision. The form available by the ATCB would meet this requirement.
5. The rule language requiring notarization on the application will be removed.
6. Our office will receive primary source verification if they hold an active art therapist license in another state and that the requirements were equivalent to our state license. 
Fees
Application and licensure fees. Only licensure fees are refundable. Upon reinstatement applicants would pay the renewal fee. 

Application, Review, Approval, Denial
Application review process will be handled by a designee of the Committee and all approvals will be ratified by the Committee.

Licensure Renewal
The rules will be modified to include language that renewals can be processed by mail or online. Applicants for renewal do not have to be currently ATCB certified to renew. Licensees attest to completing the state licensure continuing education requirements at the time of renewal, but do not send in proof. Continuing education audits will be conducted randomly after a licensee renews. If a licensee receives an audit notice they will then submit proof to the administrative office.

Expired and Retired licensure and Reinstatement
Discussion on not requiring the ATCB certification at the time of renewal or reinstatement for someone not out of practice for a short period of time. Discussion on creating different pathways to reinstate a license depending on the length of time the license has expired or retired. If the expiration date is less than five years they will submit proof of continuing education. Applicants for reinstatement of an expired license for more than five years may be subject to additional requirements. 

Continuing Education
The Committee discussed the ATCB requirements for continuing education, what types of continuing are considered approved and how licensees can obtain continuing education hours.

Telehealth
There isn’t current language to review on this, but the Committee will discussion this topic further at another meeting.

There are still parts of the rules to clean up that they worked on today so the Committee did not take a vote on the changes made today and will continue to make changes at their next meeting before they take a final vote.

The meeting adjourned at 3:20pm CST.
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