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Professional Art Therapist Advisory Committee Meeting
Monday, December 19, 2022


MINUTES


The regular Committee meeting of the Tennessee Professional Art Therapist Advisory Committee Meeting was called to order at 09:07 a.m. in the Poplar Room, Ground Floor, Metro Center Complex, 665 Mainstream Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37243 by Angela M. Lawrence, HRB Executive Director.  
	
Board members present: 	Catherine Harris
Rachel Murphy Norman
Paige Scheinberg (virtual)

Board member(s) absent: 	None

Staff present:			Candyce Wilson, Unit 1 Director
				Angela Lawrence, HRB Executive Director
Michael Varnell, JD, General Counsel


Mr. Michael Varnell, Advisory Attorney, stated the intent of today's meeting will be to set more meeting dates and to discuss the rulemaking process.

He informed the Committee that they are required to have at least two (2) members present to establish a quorum, since there is only three (3) members in total. Additionally, the Committee is required to meet at least twice per year. That will be roughly every six (6) months.

The Committee recognized that one of their members will be on extended personal leave until the end of April, and it’s preferred that all three members participate in development of the rules. There is a preference to meet on Monday’s. The preference would be to meet in May and November to satisfy the two meeting requirements per year. Mr. Varnell commented that he does not currently think we need additional meetings to promulgate the rules. 

Mr. Varnell provided the Committee members with copies of TCA 63-11-401 et. seq., a rough draft of rules for this Committee to start with, and examples of two other states’ rules. The Committee did not have any questions about the documents provided. 

Mr. Varnell outlined the rulemaking process. Initially, the Committee will draft the rules. Once the rules go through the Committee and the internal review process, they are filed with the Secretary of State’s Office for a rulemaking hearing. After the hearing, they are filed with the Attorney General’s Office and then filed with the Secretary of State’s Office while the rules wait for ninety days. After this they go to the Government Operations Committee for review. The process is lengthy. 
Catherine Harris requested clarification on what happens if a few years down the road the rules need to be modified. Mr. Varnell confirmed the same process occurs for rule amendments. 

 
Paige Scheinberg asked if the Committee would face any difficulties given the length of time the law passed to when the Committee was able to meet. Ms. Lawrence stated when the Committee goes before Government Operations, usually the Committee Chair attends and with the support of the Department staff can provide any explanations necessary whether that was waiting for appointments to be made or for a meeting date to work out.

Mr. Varnell advised the members that they are not permitted to communicate about board business outside of a public meeting – doing so would be a violation of the sunshine act. Please reach out to Mr. Varnell or the administrative office directly for assistance. 

Mr. Varnell recommended the members take the draft provided and take notes on any comments. He stated he would provide a cleaner draft closer to the next meeting. 

Catherine Harris reported the following thoughts/questions after looking over the first set of draft rules:

· Will the Committee need rules to help this profession move in the direction of insurance accepting this type of license?
· She is curious as to what other professions are doing regarding telehealth and whether the Committee should consider having a section in the rules about that.
· Consideration of the reciprocity rules, since some states don’t have the same requirements as Tennessee. 
· The original bill outlined where art therapists might practice, and one part was looking at private practice so there may need to be rules on standards or guidance on what private practice looks like.

Discussion was held on consideration of looping in the association for Psychology and/or any specific art therapy association.

At the next meeting an election will be held for the position of Chair. Ms. Wilson will reach out the members with meeting dates for the next two meetings to be held in 2023.

There were no public comment requests for this meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 9:45am CT.
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