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DISCIPLINARY ACTION REPORT

NASHVILLE, Tenn. -- Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 68-1-114 requires the
Tennessee Department of Health to issue a monthly media release listing all disciplinary
actions taken by the health-related boards during the prior month. Below is a list of actions
taken in March 2026. Detailed information about disciplinary actions is available on our
website at https://www.tn.gov/health/licensure.html. Enter the name of the person. When
the license information comes up, click either "disciplinary action” or “adverse licensure
action” in the right column. Abuse Registry information is available on our website at
https://internet.health.tn.gov/AbuseReqistry/. Facility information is available on our website
at https://internet.health.tn.gov/FacilityListings.

BOARD OF ELECTROLYSIS REGISTRY

Licensee: Marina Distefano, #178, Franklin, TN

Violation: Failure to obtain continuing education requirements.
Action: Agreed Citation; must submit continuing education; assessed civil penalty in
the amount of $100.

BOARD OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

Licensee:  Charles Collins, AEMT 42098, Morristown, TN

Violation: Licensee failed to renew his license in a timely manner and practiced
emergency medical services while his license was expired. Performing or
attempting emergency care techniques or procedures without proper
permission, license, certification, training, medical direction, or otherwise
engaging in unethical practices or conduct; Engaging in the delivery of
emergency medical services on a revoked, suspended, expired, or inactive
license, or beyond the scope of a modified or conditioned license.

Action: License is placed on Probation for two years and Licensee shall pay a civil
penalty of $3,800.

Licensee:  Cory Friend, Paramedic Lic. No. 39502, Murfreesboro, TN

Violation: Licensee allowed an unlicensed ambulance operator to provide patient care
to two of his patients and completed run reports that showed the licensee
provided care for both patients. Making false or materially incorrect or
inconsistent entries in any patient records or in the records of any ambulance
service, health care facility, school, institution or other work place location;
Performing or attempting emergency care techniques or procedures without
proper permission, license certification, training, medical direction, or
otherwise engaging in unethical practices or conduct; Assigning persons to
perform functions contrary to this part or rules and regulations of the board.;
Engaging in acts of dishonesty which relate to the practice of emergency
medical care; Failing to take appropriate action in safeguarding the patient


https://www.tn.gov/health/licensure.html
https://internet.health.tn.gov/AbuseRegistry/
https://internet.health.tn.gov/FacilityListings

Disciplinary Action Report Page 2 of 6

Action:

Licensee:
Violation:

Action:

Licensee:
Violation:

Action:

Licensee:
Violation:

Action:

Licensee:
Violation:

Action:

from incompetent health care practices of emergency medical services
personnel; Delegating, assisting, or advising a person to perform professional
responsibilities or procedures when the licensee knows, or has reason to
know, that such person is not qualified by training, experience, or license to
perform such procedures.

License is suspended for 90 days and placed on probation for 3 years after
completion of the suspension. Complete and submit proof of 8 hours of ethics
within 180 days of the ratification of the order.

Amy Howell, AEMT 210931, Linden, TN

Licensee failed to submit proof, upon request, of completion of the continuing
education requirements to the Board’s administrative staff for the 2021/2023
renewal cycle. Additionally, during the renewal of Respondent’s license,
Respondent certified to the Board completion of the continuing education
requirements.

License is reprimanded. Licensee is assessed a civil penalty of $1,250 and
must complete 25 deficient continuing education hours.

Sara Trent, Paramedic Lic. No. 210375, Bean Station, TN

Respondent permitted Respondent’'s AEMT partner to attend an ALS patient
in the back of the ambulance while Respondent drove. Additionally,
Respondent falsified the Patient Care Report for the transport, listing
Respondent as the lead provider who performed all patient care and listing
Respondent’s AEMT partner as the driver.

Licensee’s license is placed on Suspension for ninety (90) days immediately
upon the ratification of the Consent Oder by the Board. At the conclusion of
the suspensions period, Licensee’s license is placed on probation for three (3)
years. Licensee must complete an eight (8) hour continuing education course
in ethics approved by the Division of Emergency Medical Services.

John Wayne Troup, Paramedic Lic. No. 33152, Lawrenceburg, TN

Licensee consistently obtained refusals for high-risk patients, rather than
transporting the patients to the hospital for evaluation. Additionally,
Respondent documented incomplete or inaccurate patient care information in
the PCRs for multiple calls.

Licensee shall be placed on probation for three (3) years effectively
immediately upon the ratification of Respondent’s Consent Order. Licensee
must complete an eight (8) hour of continuing education course on ethics.

Jason Wilchie, AEMT 36917, Memphis, TN

Licensee failed to submit proof, upon request, of completion of the continuing
education requirements to the Board’s administrative staff for the 2018/2020
renewal cycle. Additionally, during the renewal of Respondent’s license,
Respondent certified to the Board completion of the continuing education
requirements.

License is revoked.
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BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
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Atif Atyia, MD 30739, Jonesborough, TN

The grand jury returned a presentment against Licensee on one count of
aggravated rape and two counts of sexual battery against a patient. The
licensee’s Virginia medica license has been summarily suspended related to
the Tennessee presentment.

License summarily suspended.

Ahmad Attar, MD 13561, Cincinnati, OH

On December 10, 2025, the Respondent entered into a Consent Agreement
with The State Medical Board of Ohio. The acts and or omissions relating to
patient care and licensure renewal application for which the Respondent’s
Ohio license was disciplined would constitute grounds for discipline in
Tennessee.

The Respondent’s license was reprimanded, and he was assessed costs not
to exceed $3,000.

Aaron Boster, MD 68744, Columbus, OH

On October 8, 2025, Respondent entered into a Consent Agreement with the
State Medical Board of Ohio. The Ohio Board discipline stemmed from the
Respondent’s failure to appropriately prescribe non-controlled medications to
a patient on five separate occasions.

The Respondent’s license was reprimanded, and he was assessed costs not
to exceed $3,000.

Yogeshwar Gill, MD 44100, Manchester, TN
Unable to practice safely as the result of alcohol or other substances.
License surrendered. Licensee must pay costs not to exceed $5,000.

Samuel Hampton, MD 62072, luka, MS

Dr. Hampton failed to renew the registration of the med spa for which he
serves as the medical director for approximately twelve (12) months.

Dr. Hampton’s license is Reprimanded. Respondent must pay civil penalties
of $600 and pay the costs of the case not to exceed $2,000.

Ricky Jackson, MD 65052, Battle Ground, WA

On June 26, 2025, the Washington Medical Commission entered an order,
and the discipline taken in Washington stemmed from several violations,
including the failure to create and or maintain appropriate medical records and
the failure to properly supervise a physician assistant.

The Respondent’s license was reprimanded, and he was assessed costs not
to exceed $3,000.
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Teresa Luebke, MDXL 3241, Southaven, MS

Respondent worked as a medical x-ray operator for eleven (11) months with
an expired medical x-ray operator certificate.

The Respondent’s license was reprimanded. She was assessed a $900 civil
penalty and costs not to exceed $1,000.

Sudave Mendiratta, MD 43354, Chattanooga, TN

Dr. Mendiratta violated the Board’s Policy Regarding Sexual Misconduct and
Sexual Harassment by having a relationship with a resident under his
supervision.

License is Reprimanded. Respondent must consult with TMF to determine if
an evaluation is recommended. Respondent must complete the two-day
course, Maintaining Professional Boundaries, at Vanderbilt University Medical
Center. Respondent must pay $1,000 in Civil Penalties, and the costs of the
matter.

Ray Mettetal, MD 10753, Johnson City, TN

Disciplinary action against a person licensed to practice medicine by another
state or territory of the United States for any acts or omissions that would
constitute grounds for discipline of a person licensed in Tennessee. Failing to
update required information by notifying the Tennessee Department of Health
within 30 days after the occurrence of an event that is required to be reported.
Indefinite Probation for not less than five (5) years. Completion of a Board-
approved, multi-disciplinary evaluation by a nationally recognized post-
licensure assessment program. Costs not to exceed fifteen thousand dollars
($15,000). Prohibition on prescribing controlled substances for at least one
year. Completion of a medical course in prescribing and a medical course in
documentation. Notification to all collaborators of the discipline.

Reeta Misra, MD 14738, Brentwood, TN

Failure to complete continuing education requirements.

Agreed Citation; must complete continuing education; assessed civil penalty
in the amount of $4,000.

Kevin Preece, MD 46267, Goodlettsville, TN

Notwithstanding any law, if the licensing authority of a healthcare prescriber
learns that the healthcare prescriber is the subject of an indictment for a
federal or state criminal offense that involves a controlled substance violation
or sexual offense, then the chair of the licensing authority or administrative
staff of the licensing authority designated by the chair shall automatically and
immediately restrict the license of the healthcare prescriber by removing the
prescriber's authorization to prescribe Schedule Il controlled substances in
this state until the case against the healthcare prescriber reaches final
disposition.
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Licensee’s ability to prescribe Schedule Il controlled substances is suspended
pending final disposition in all related criminal matters.

Michelle Shelton, MD 33828, Memphis, TN

Unprofessional, dishonorable, or unethical conduct. Gross Healthcare liability
or a pattern of continued or repeated healthcare liability, ignorance,
negligence or incompetence. Dispensing, prescribing or otherwise distributing
any controlled substance or any other drug not in the course of professional
practice, or not in good faith to relieve pain and suffering, or not to cure an
ailment, physical infirmity or disease, or in amounts and/or for durations not
medically necessary, advisable, or justified for a diagnosed condition.
Dispensing, prescribing or otherwise distributing to any person a controlled
substance or other drug if such person is addicted to the habit of using
controlled substances without making a bona fide effort to cure the habit of
such patient. Prescribing controlled substances without observing Board
guidelines. Failing to perform or document an appropriate history and physical
examination. Failing to properly make a diagnosis based upon the
examinations and all diagnostic and laboratory tests consistent with good
medical care. Failing to formulate a therapeutic plan and discuss with patients
risks and benefits of various treatment options with patients.

Reprimand. Permanent prohibition from prescribing Soma (Carisoprodol). No
prescribing of opioids for at least six (6) months from ratification of the Consent
Order. No collaborating or supervising of any students, trainees, advanced
practice registered nurses, physician assistants, or pharmacists for issuing
opioids for at least six (6) months from the date of ratification of the Consent
Order. Completion of two (2) continuing education courses related to
documentation and prescribing of controlled substances as listed in the
Consent Order within six (6) months of ratification of the Consent Order. Proof
of notification of discipline to any collaborators within thirty (30) days of
Consent Order ratification. Civil penalties totaling eight thousand dollars
($8,000). Costs not to exceed fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000).

Frank Sievert, MD 63551, Greenback, TN

Dr. Seivert voluntarily surrendered his Oregon Medical License while under
investigation.

License is Reprimanded. Respondent must pay the costs of the matter not to
exceed $2,000.

BOARD OF NURSING HOME ADMINISTRATORS

Licensee:
Violation:
Action:

Licensee:

Tiffani Hooks, NHA 3482, Antioch, TN

Failure to complete continuing education requirements.

Agreed Citation; must complete continuing education; assessed civil penalty
in the amount of $100.

Thelma Vinson, NHA 3808, Dandridge, TN
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Violation: Failure to complete continuing education requirements.
Action: Agreed Citation; must complete continuing education; assessed civil penalty
in the amount of $100.

BOARD OF OSTEOPATHIC EXAMINATION

Licensee:  Joseph Palumbo, DO 3781, Cleveland, OH

Violation: The Respondent’s medical license was disciplined in Virginia, and his
certificate was disciplined in Nevada for improper supervision. The
Respondent contested the allegations.

Action: License was reprimanded, and Respondent was assessed costs of the case.



