
 

 

 

 
 

College Signing Day Ideas and Resources 
 

 
We know this is a difficult time for your school and your students. In recognition of the “let’s make it 
happen” spirit of college advisors and counselors everywhere, THEC/TSAC has put together 
resources gathered from GEAR UP TN, Advise TN, and other schools who are making plans to 
digitally or creatively celebrate this year’s seniors during the month of May. We invite your school 
and community to celebrate your students by implementing a College Signing Day in new and 
inventive ways.  

Virtual College Signing Day Ideas 
 

1. Use the hashtag #TNCollegeSigningDay. Use #TNCollegeSigningDay when posting on 
social media to recognize your students’ post-high school plans. Also, consider tagging the 
college, military branch, or university to which your students are committing. 

2. Create a highlight video of your seniors. Create a video highlighting your students using 
the Virtual College Signing Day Video PowerPoint template. The template, which includes 
music and instructions on how to create a video, is available here.  

3. Host a school-wide social media spirit week. Ask students to post selfies each day. Make 
the last day College Signing Day and encourage seniors to post a photo of themselves 
holding a sign or wearing gear that declares their plans after high school. 

4. Host a virtual Signing Day on Zoom or Google Meet. Email the College Signing Day 
certificate to students and invite students and their families to join a virtual call to announce 
their plans just as they would during a more traditional College Signing Day. 

5. Ask students to post video revealing their college plans. Ask students to post videos 
opening their college acceptance emails and/or envelopes. You can also have students send 
you their videos so that you or your school can make a video montage and post on social 
media.  

6. Partner with radio and television. Partner with local radio stations to highlight students 
and their future commitments. Inquire with your local TV News stations about airing photos, 
videos, and school counselor interviews. 

7. Engage your alumni. Post photos on social media of alums in college gear or throwback 
photos from their days on campus. Describe your fondest college memories in social media 
posts, showing school spirit, and reminding new students that making the commitment to 
higher education is worth it. Invite students to share their plans and officially congratulate all 
students who commit to attend by reposting their photos, too. 

 
Socially Distant College Signing Day Ideas 

 

1. Send students a graduation box. Mail or deliver graduation tassels, caps, and gowns to 
each student’s home address and ask that they record and share the “unboxing” of their 
graduation materials via social media. 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/gearuptn/path-to-college/CollegeSigningDay-socialmediatemplate.pptx
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/gearuptn/path-to-college/CollegeSigningDay-socialmediatemplate.pptx
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/gearuptn/path-to-college/TN%20College%20Signing%20Day%20Certificate.docx
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/gearuptn/path-to-college/TN%20College%20Signing%20Day%20Certificate.docx


 

 

 
 
 
 

2. Give students yard signs declaring their postsecondary intentions. Use yard signs to 
celebrate graduates in the front lawns of their homes and apartment complexes. 

3. Bring College Signing Day certificates to your students’ homes. Principals can take 
College Signing Day certificates to students’ homes and (from an appropriate distance) 
record students as they show their certificate. These clips could then be compiled to create a 
video that the school can share with the larger community and via social media.  

4. Window, door, or lawn decorations. Encourage students to declare their intentions and 
hang them so they’re visible to the community. Set a deadline for doing this. Tell your 
community so they can search for students’ plans on their daily neighborhood walk. 

5. Schedule a car parade. Decorate cars with college gear and drive through your community 
to show off your students’ plans. 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/gearuptn/path-to-college/TN%20College%20Signing%20Day%20Certificate.docx

